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ISSUE/description:  3. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS.  President Trump and the Republican 

majority in congress; the mid-term elections; Florida legislature and 
politics; local political issues; partisan politics. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 

 
Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 

1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/24/18 09:00PM/3 minutes News                   * 
    on WFGX 

*Amendment 4 on the Florida ballot this November would allow more than 1.5 million convicted felons to 
vote in elections.  Right now, their rights are still suspended as they wait for the State Clemency Board to 
hear their cases.  The amendment would automatically restore the right to vote for felons who've served 
their time.  Kevin Eason spent 13 years in prison and was released in 2013. He has paid his debt to 
society with both time and money, but he still does not have the right to vote.  Eason is now the Director 
of Operations at Reentry Alliance Pensacola, also known as REAP.  He helps other former inmates find 
jobs and housing.  The organization said if this amendment passed, roughly 7,000-8,000 former inmates 
in our area would get the right to vote back.  Asst. State Attorney John Molchan said while the 
amendment sounds great in theory, the word “automatic” is misleading.  He said there would have to be 
some sort of review process to make sure all criteria had been met.  To be approved, any constitutional 
amendment requires 60 percent of the vote.  Voters will vote on this on November 6, 2018.  

 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/27/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News                 ** 
    on WFGX 

** Republican candidate for governor, Adam Putnam, was in Pensacola Friday morning.  He's counting 
on his Florida roots and a grass roots campaign to help him win the race.  But following President 
Trump's endorsement of his main opponent in the primary, US Congressman Ron DeSantis, Putnam is 
down nine to eleven points in the polls.  Putnam insists there's a huge difference between him and 
DeSantis, even though they’re both conservatives.  Putnam has had to answer a lot of questions after 
allegations of sloppy reviews and background checks on concealed carry permits. He says it's time to 
move on.  Putnam says Florida's gun laws are some of the best in the nation and the state needs a 
governor who will defend the Constitution.  The biggest change he wants to make for Florida families and 
their futures is in workforce development.  " If we're going to rebuild the middle class in Florida, I will put 
back into the middle school and high schools, a 21st century version of vocational and technical training." 

 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/30/18 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                *** 
    on WFGX 

*** The write-in loophole has been in the books in Florida for almost two decades.  Under state law, all 
Florida voters, regardless of party can cast ballots in a primary race when candidates have no opposition 
outside their party.  A write-in candidate changes that.  Ray Hudkins, co-president of Pensacola Bay Area 
League of Women Voters, says the law needs to change.  The Escambia County District 4 commission 
race has six Republican candidates running.  A single write-in candidate means the primary will be closed 
to everyone but Republicans.  Escambia County Supervisor of Elections David Stafford says this same 
situation has happened in the past, and the write-in candidate always drops out before the general 
election.  Lawyers in Palm Beach County are filing a legal complaint over the practice. 
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4. Democratic Debate 2018 08/02/18 06:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs              **** 
    Gubernatorial Primary 

**** The Florida Press Association, WPBF 25 News, WFGX and other stations hosted a gubernatorial 
debate, with all five Democratic Party candidates for Governor – Andrew Gillum, Gwen Graham, Jeff 
Greene, Chris King and Philip Levine – participating.   

 
 
5. The Race for Governor 2018 08/08/18 07:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs             ***** 
    Republican Candidates Debate 

***** WFGX-TV aired a Republican gubernatorial debate originating from Jacksonville University and 
WJXT-TV.  Two candidates, U.S. Rep. Ron DeSantis and Florida Department of Agriculture 
Commissioner Adam Putnam, participated.  This was an opportunity for WFGX-TV to provide a venue for 
our viewers to hear the important issues from each candidate.  

 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/20/18 10:00PM/2 minutes News            ****** 
    on WFGX 

****** With a little more than a week away from election day, three big name Republican candidates 
converged on the panhandle for some last-minute campaigning on Saturday.  It was a chance to 
encourage residents to take advantage of early voting and drive home their political platforms.  Hundreds 
of supporters packed the Hampton Inns and Suites in Navarre on Saturday to hear from gubernatorial 
candidate Ron DeSantis, Congressional candidate Matt Gaetz, and Speaker of the House candidate Jim 
Jordan.  Incumbent candidate Matt Gaetz will fight to hold onto his first Congressional district seat.  He 
said the people of Florida can help by voting on election day or taking advantage of early voting. 

 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/21/18 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News          ******* 
    on WFGX 

******* A Democratic contender for the governor’s seat is on a last-minute tour of the panhandle.  Andrew 
Gillum met with voters in Pensacola near two early voting locations Tuesday morning.  The Tallahassee 
mayor said he led the city’s push to eliminate a local business tax and grow the economy.  He said the 
key is to develop a skilled workforce.  Gillum said attracting more corporations will give the state more 
money to invest in education from kindergarten to vocational training. 

Also, a candidate vying to become Florida's next attorney general held a campaign event in downtown 
Pensacola on Monday.  Republican Frank White spoke to voters at The Fish House. He emphasized his 
support for President Donald Trump and the support he's receiving from law enforcement agencies 
across the country.  A recent poll from St. Pete Polls shows White with a double-digit lead over his 
opponent, Judge Ashley Moody. 
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8. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/06/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News         ******** 
    on WFGX 

******** U.S. Rep. Ron DeSantis picked state Rep. Jeanette Nunez to be his running mate Thursday, 
marking the first time a Cuban-American woman will be on the Florida ballot for lieutenant governor.  
Nunez has represented a Miami district since 2010, and currently serves as speaker pro tempore.  The 
pick also is noteworthy because she has been at odds with some of the DeSantis' agenda supporting 
President Donald Trump.  DeSantis won the GOP nomination for Florida governor last week with Trump's 
endorsement, and he's been a constant defender of the president on Fox News.   

Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum named Orlando-area businessman Chris King as his running mate as 
he seeks to become the first Democrat elected Florida governor since 1994.  King came in fifth of five 
leading Democrats seeking the nomination after spending several million dollars of his own money on the 
race.  His campaign was noted for his criticism of the sugar industry, a call for a tax on bullets to be used 
for school safety, and a proposal to abolish the death penalty. 


