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ISSUE/description:    3. THE ECONOMY.  The continuing effects of the recent recession; 

unemployment; a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; 
development of new industry; and the effect of hurricanes on our 
local economy. 
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     Title              Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
1. The Right Side  10/07/18 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                   * 
     with Armstrong Williams 
* Guests were Shelby Emmett, Constitutional Law Attorney; Dee Dee Bass Wilbon, Partner, Bass 
Public Affairs; Rachel Bovard, Senior Director of Policy at The Conservative Partnership; and Tommy 
Binion of The Heritage Foundation.  The topic was the current economy.  
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM  10/29/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News                 ** 
    on WFGX  

** An industrial park in Fort Walton Beach is in line for a major makeover.  The area, now called the 
Commerce and Technology Park, grew up nearly 50 years ago.  City Manager Michael Beedie said 
the buildings are outdated and need upgrades to attract new tenants.  "We're really trying to get our 
city back revitalized so we can start attracting those technology-based businesses. You know, we've 
got a lot of big companies out there, we want to keep that momentum going, we've had some big 
wins lately, boat, paddleboards, a couple of other companies,” Beedie said.  Consultants will present 
a draft of the master plan on Nov. 13.  Once it’s finalized they city council will decide how to pay for 
the improvements.  One option is to create a special district where all ad valorem taxes would be 
reinvested in that area. 

In a second report, ST Engineering is getting ready to expand its aerospace campus in Pensacola.  
The plan calls for a 655,000-square-foot airframe building and hundreds of new jobs.  ST 
Engineering will invest $35 million in the $210 million project.  The rest of the money will come from 
state and local governments, Triumph Gulf Coast, and other agencies.  Mayor Ashton Hayward, 
Escambia Commission Chair Jeff Bergosh, and FloridaWest CEO traveled to Singapore to sign the 
agreement.  The new facilities will include three widebody hangars and an office building at 
Pensacola International Airport. 

 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM  11/02/18 09:00PM/1.1 minutes News                *** 
    on WFGX  

*** A major aerospace company is growing in Pensacola and there’s a need for people to fill the 
hundreds of jobs coming with it.  ST Engineering is expanding its campus at the Pensacola 
International Airport.  The company plans to hire hundreds of airframe and maintenance workers 
within the next few years.  The Aircraft Maintenance Training Program at George Stone Technical 
College is giving students a leg up to fill those positions.  Pensacola State College and Northwest 
Florida State College are also developing aerospace training programs.  A hiring event at the 
CareerSource Escarosa Office in Pensacola will be on November 16 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM  11/22/18 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News              **** 
    on WFGX  

**** While some people enjoy relaxing eating a big Thanksgiving meal, others want to get a jump 
start on Black Friday shopping.  There was no shortage of shoppers at stores in Northwest Florida. 
Moneke Avant is a self-proclaimed expert at Black Friday shopping.  For 26 hours, she waited 
outside the Best Buy store in Pensacola for deals.  She had a chair, blankets and layers of clothes all 
on hand. “They think I’m crazy, but once they see the deals I get and how much money I save, they 
give me a list to get them something,” said Avant.  Shoppers tell us the deals on items like electronics 
are so good, they’re willing to pass up their traditional Thanksgiving. 

 

5. Channel 3 News at 9PM  12/19/18 09:00PM/2.7 minutes News             ***** 
    on WFGX  

***** The future of one of Pensacola’s largest economic development projects is on the line.  "This is 
probably the biggest opportunity we've had in decades in Northwest Florida,” said Mayor Grover 
Robinson.  He is talking about the city’s deal that brought ST Engineering to the Pensacola Airport. 
The company hopes to expand, bringing in three more hangars and more than 1,300 workers. 
However, the city now must find the last $25 million to make it happen.  The total project costs $210 
million.  Triumph Gulf Coast, which administers money from the BP Oil Spill, has committed $56 
million to the project if the city can find the funding for the rest of the project.  They’ve given the city 
until March 31 to find that other money.  The city is also asking the Florida Department of 
Transportation for an additional $25 million, but Senator Doug Broxson said it will be tough to get any 
more money from the state because of Hurricane Michael.  "We totally understand this year it may be 
an unrealistic number, but again we don't need it this year, we need it sometime within the next four 
years,” Robinson responded.  If the city can’t get more money from the state or the Triumph board, 
Robinson said the city will have to get creative. "We will find a way to get the money” he said. 

 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM  12/21/18 09:00PM/1-minute News            ****** 
    on WFGX  

****** Over the last year, 3,600 jobs have been added in the Pensacola area.  Governor Rick Scott’s 
office released the new numbers on Friday.  The unemployment rate for the area was 2.9 percent 
last month, which is down about a percentage point from last year.  That’s lower than the statewide 
average of 3.3 percent.  The hospitality industry saw the highest growth over the year, along with jobs 
in government.  Plus, a new grant from the state is aiming to keep that growth going in Pensacola. 
Governor Scott announced $10 million for expansions at the Pensacola International Airport.  The 
money will be used to build new taxiways and ramps, as well as finishing working on hangars, 
including the expansion at ST Engineering.  The funding comes from the Florida Job Growth Grant 
Fund. 


