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Location Fort Walton Beach, FL    
Quarter ending: September 30, 2015 
 
 
Issue/description: 2. MILITARY AFFAIRS.  Issues of concern to military and civilian 

workers at local bases; military retirees; the military’s impact on our 
area’s economy and lifestyle; military dependents, etc. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/17/15 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News                          * 
    On WFGX 
* Governor Rick Scott announced that the Florida National Guard has reopened Florida's six store-front 
recruitment centers and National Guard personnel have returned to work after new safety upgrades.  In 
the wake of the Tennessee shooting last month, Scott temporarily relocated the guardsmen to the Florida 
National Guard Armories, in an effort to improve the security of store-front centers.  An additional armed 
security officer will be placed at recruitment centers, along with arming all qualified, fulltime guardsmen.  
These security protocols will continue to be monitored and modified as necessary. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/18/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                       ** 
    On WFGX 
** Rob Brown reported from the Okaloosa County Ranger Training Course on Eglin Air Force Base.  
There are mountains, mud swamps, snakes, extreme heat, extreme cold, very little food, and even less 
sleep.  That's only a part of the extreme training two women went through to become the first pair of 
female Army Rangers.  Less than a quarter of those who started Ranger training in this graduating class 
completed it. The two women were in a group of 17 that attempted the training after it was opened to 
females for the first time.  Army Ranger instructors said they were put through the exact same training as 
every other Ranger.  The two women haven't been identified, but both are officers in their 20's, who 
graduated from the Military Academy at West Point.  What's next for the women is uncertain. The next 
stop for most Rangers who go to actual combat is the 75th Ranger Regiment.  However, that unit is still 
all male.  The Pentagon has instructed the Armed Forces to investigate how women might be 
incorporated into combat roles in the future. Those decisions are expected sometime later in the year.  
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM  09/17/15 09:00PM/1 minute News                       *** 
    On WFGX 
*** The Gulf of Mexico plays a vital role in the national defense of the United States and local leaders 
want to make sure oil companies don't put it at risk.  If passed by congress -- the "Offshore Production 
and Energizing Act of 2015" would open up additional areas of the Gulf of Mexico for oil exploration, but 
Santa Rosa County Commissioners want to keep companies from being able to drill off the coast of 
Florida near our military bases.  They say oil exploration would interfere and threaten training and 
missions currently performed by military installations such as Naval Air Station Whiting Field, Naval Air 
Station Pensacola, Eglin Air Force Base, Hurlburt Field and Tyndall Air Force Base.  Right now it's just a 
resolution but commissioners plan to discuss it during their next meeting Monday. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM  09/17/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                     **** 
    On WFGX 
 
**** The Department of Defense recognizes over 80,000 armed forces members as Prisoners of War or 
Missing in Action.  Rob Brown reported from Okaloosa County as many active duty and retired military 
and members of the community prepared to recognize them.  On the third Friday of every September, 
POW/MIA remembrance ceremonies are held around the nation. It's a way to pay respect and to honor 
those whose status is unknown. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/21/15 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News             ***** 
    On WFGX 
 
***** Memories of service and the sea were shared on Saturday as surviving shipmates of the U.S. Coast 
Guard cutter Sebago watched the unveiling of a historical marker at Plaza de Luna.  Pensacola was the 
homeport for the ship, and it was decommissioned here in 1972.  About three dozen shipmates, family, 
friends and state leaders gathered to be a part of a big moment in the ship's history: the dedication of a 
Florida Historical Marker that remembers the ship and its crew.  Congressman Jeff Miller said it's 
important to honor the sacrifices the men and women of the Coast Guard do every day.  "Semper 
paratus.  Always ready, and they are," Miller exclaimed.  He said future generations will now have a 
chance to learn about what the Sebago was able to accomplish. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM  09/21/15 09:00PM/1 minute News                   ****** 
    On WFGX 
 
****** When the U.S. military needs to test its troops or equipment in snow or extreme cold, it often sends 
them to Florida.  The McKinley Climate Lab at Eglin Air Force Base can simulate almost any weather 
condition, from temperatures of -60 to 160 degrees. The lab's engineers can simulate just about any 
weather conditions including wind, rain, dust, fog and ice.  The lab has been used to test everything from 
the cold-weather survival skills of military troops to the extreme heat and cold tolerances of the military's 
most-advanced stealth fighter jets.  Using the lab can cost as much as $30,000 a day depending on the 
type of testing and the military supplements the operational cost of the lab through private clients like 
Goodyear. 
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7. Channel 3 News at 9PM  09/29/15 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News                 ******* 
    On WFGX 
 
******* Corvias Military Living, the military housing division of Corvias Group, today held a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony to celebrate the completion of construction on the first Osprey Landing neighborhood homes at 
Hurlburt Field. These homes are the first to be built by Corvias in the Air Force’s Continental Group, a 
collection of six installations across the country.   The Hurlburt Field privatization project will consist of 
404 new homes and an 8,000 square-foot, state-of-the-art community center.  Over the five-year Initial 
Development Period (IDP), which began in September 2013, Corvias will demolish all of the existing 
homes on base and replace them with modern units featuring added amenities and beautiful views of the 
Gulf Coast.  The Osprey Landing homes are the first new homes constructed at Hurlburt Field since 
1997.  
 
 
 
 


