
 
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WFGX-TV 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2009   
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How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
1.  Straughn & Company 01/11/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                         * 
      
* WEAR’s Public Affairs Director Sue Straughn travelled to Tallahassee to the office of Speaker of 
the House Ray Sansom to interview him about allegations that he has appropriated $25 million for 
construction funding at Northwest Florida State College in Niceville, then subsequently accepted a 
$110,000 per year part-time job as Vice President of Planning and Development for the college.  It is 
also alleged he steered $6 million of that money to a facility that would benefit a long-time friend and 
financial contributor.  Sansom gave us a brief history of his public service life, including a Masters 
degree in Education and working 6 years for Okaloosa Education Superintendent Don Gaetz, and 
serving on the Okaloosa County Commission.  He then defended himself against the allegations, 
saying there’s no connection between the appropriations and his job at the college. 
 
 
2. In Focus 01/31/09   11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       ** 
 
** Host Dan Thomas presented details of 2 separate investigations locally. First was a federal 
investigation focusing on the Escambia County Sheriff’s office.  Our guest was our new Sheriff, David 
Morgan, who at one week into his term got a letter from the Department of Justice, Civil Rights 
Division, informing him that they were starting an investigation focusing on the Deputies and the Jail, 
regarding Civil Rights violations in the past few years.  Morgan said he is trying to get more 
involvement from the ACLU and other groups to help improve services, procedures and relations.  
Second was the investigation into the Andrews Institute, and how they got a half-million dollar grant 
to kick-start their “Project Odyssey”, a program that trains private citizens for outer space flight.  
 
 
3. In Focus 02/07/09   11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                      *** 
 
*** Host Dan Thomas presented an in-depth report on the controversy surrounding former Florida 
Speaker of the House Ray Sansom.  Sansom had already resigned from his part-time job at 
Northwest Florida State College, and this week he was removed from his position as Speaker of the 
House.  He now faces a number of investigations, including a grand jury and an ethics probe.  We 
interviewed Sansom and Northwest Florida State College President Dr. Bob Richburg about the 
controversy. 
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4. In Focus 03/08/09   11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     **** 
 
**** We presented an investigation of the arrest of Okaloosa County Sheriff Charlie Morris by federal 
agents on charges of bribery, theft, fraud and money laundering.  The charges stem from 
accusations that Morris and his Director of Administration Teresa Adams conducted a money 
laundering scheme whereby they would issue phony bonuses to employees, but the employees 
would give back to the Sheriff part of the bonuses in cash, for a supposed donation to charity.  We 
interviewed interim Sheriff Ed Spooner about the investigation. 
 
 
5. In Focus 03/15/09   11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                   ***** 
 
***** Host Greg Neumann profiled 2 shooting sprees in our area in which 12 people were killed and 9 
injured.  On February 26, Walton County Sheriff’s officials say 60-year-old Dannie Baker shot 5 
Chilean students in his Sandestin apartment complex, killing 2 of them.  Then just 5 days ago, 28-
year-old Michael McLendon went on the deadliest shooting spree in Alabama history, as he shook up 
the quiet rural area of Geneva County, AL, when he shot and killed 10 people in 3 different towns 
and injured 6 more before finally taking his life.  Our guest today was Psychologist David Josephs of 
Lakeview Mental health Center, who discussed the psychological issues involved in such crimes, and 
what effects such shootings have on the community. 
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