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Station: WFGX-TV 
Location Fort Walton Beach, FL    
Quarter ending: March 31, 2009 
 
 
Issue/description: 1. THE ECONOMY.  The banking and investment crisis, unemployment; 

a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; development of 
new industry; lack of career opportunities for young people; and the 
effect of multiple hurricanes on our local economy. 

                                               
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
1. Straughn & Company 01/11/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                      * 
 
* This week‟s topic was the state of the homeless in Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties.  Our guest was 
Dr. Brunie Emmanuel, Director of the Escarosa Coalition on the Homeless; “Pensacola Bob”, a local 
homeless man; and Cindy Stewart, a former homeless mother.  In the majority of the cases, the 
individuals and families became homeless through loss of employment.   Bob, a veteran, noted that it‟s 
very difficult to get a job when you can‟t list a home address.  Emmanuel said these cases are a double 
threat to the local economy, because they represent both a loss of jobs and an increase in cost for 
agencies and charities that care for the homeless.  These charities are already facing financial troubles 
because their donations have declined drastically in this bad economy. 
 
 
2. Straughn & Company 03/01/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                    ** 
 
** State legislators are preparing to return to Tallahassee to open the 2009 legislative session.  Their 
mandate is to pass a balanced budget.  Today‟s guest, Senator Don Gaetz of Niceville, discussed the 
issues facing the legislature, starting with a “state-of-the-state” appraisal … 8% unemployment and rising; 
300,000 empty homes with a parched real estate market; 1 in 10 of all Floridians on food stamps; and 
350,000 more citizens on Medicaid than a year ago.  He said “The economy and how we respond to these 
economic conditions is „Job 1‟ for the legislature, the governor, and all of us”.  He then discussed various 
programs that he felt could alleviate the economic downturn. 
 
 
3. In Focus 03/22/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                  *** 
 
*** Today‟s program dealt with the issue of the planned Perdido Key Bingo Casino.  The project will 
feature electronic bingo, similar to that offered by the new Wind Creek Casino in Atmore, AL, operated by 
the Poarch Band of Creek Indians.  Our guest was Escambia County Commissioner Gene Valentino, who 
represents the district that includes Perdido Key.  Valentino and the Commission are in favor of the project 
because it is a use that qualifies for that property, and because the developer and operator, the Lower 
Muskogee Creek Indians, have agreed to develop the property, with a 4 or 5-star hotel and a future 
convention center, in such a way to stimulate and support the local economy.  Some area residents are 
opposed to the Casino because of the gambling aspect.  Valentino said they should present the 
Commission with a fully-developed alternative land-use plan as a means to get the zoning changed, and 
the Commission would consider that plan. 
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