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     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
1.  Channel 3 News at 9PM  01/08/15 09:00PM/3 minutes News                   * 
     On WFGX 
* Money that came from criminal activity will now be used to do good in the community. The 
Okaloosa Sheriff's Office has donated five-thousand dollars from its Law Enforcement Trust Fund. 
Catholic Charities in Fort Walton Beach will use a twenty-five hundred dollar gift to fight 
homelessness.  They give all the assistance they can with food, clothing and bills.  The money will be 
doubled by a matching grant for a "rapid re-housing" program. It pays for deposits, rents, and other 
programs that help people stay off the streets.  Courtney Baker says her agency lets clients know 
where funding comes from.... in this case, seized criminal assets like drug money. She says that 
makes it mean even more.  The United Way of Okaloosa-Walton will also receive a twenty-five 
hundred dollar grant. They'll put it toward a "2-1-1" system to answer calls for assistance from the 
community. 
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News at 6PM  01/12/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                 ** 
     On WFGX 
** Lawmakers and criminal justice advocates are meeting this week to discuss what's best for Florida 
inmates.  They say their goal is to reduce the number of criminals getting out of prison and then 
going right back in otherwise known as recidivism.  More than 100,000 inmates call Florida prison's 
home. A coalition of lawmakers and think tanks will try to figure out ways to make sure their stay 
doesn't become routine.  The Smart Justice Alliance's annual summit will try to cut into recidivism.  
More than 14 thousand prisoners a year are repeat offenders. Senate Criminal Justice committee 
chairman Greg Evers of Pensacola says it starts with education.  Employment opportunities and 
education opportunities are extremely important, but, so too are the restoration of civil rights.  An 
average of about 1 in 3 inmates released end up going back, but the number drops to 1 in nine if civil 
rights are restored.  Those numbers have prompted petitions for a ballot initiative for automatic 
restoration of civil rights for the 2016 election.   The Smart Justice Alliance says they'll wait for that to 
formulate before addressing it. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM  01/13/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                *** 
     On WFGX 
*** The threat of an arrest warrant is enough to get most people's attention.  But there's a new angle 
to a phone scam that has the Okaloosa sheriff's office issuing a warning.  Checking your caller ID 
might not screen out the scammers.  The scam involves phone calls from individuals claiming to be 
lawyers, saying an arrest warrant has been issued against the resident, then asking for the resident’s 
social security number.  The caller ID appears to be the phone number of the Sheriff’s office.  For the 
record, the sheriff's office won't call you about a warrant, and they're investigating how someone was 
able to fake their number.   
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4.  Channel 3 News at 9PM  01/15/15 09:00PM/3 minutes News              **** 
     On WFGX 
**** The 21st death warrant signed by Governor Rick Scott was carried out tonight.  After a delay by a 
late appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court, which was denied, Johnny Kormondy was received the lethal 
injection to end his life at 8:16PM.  Kormondy's final words included no remorse and no apology. 
Kormondy and two accomplices invaded the Pensacola home of Gary and Cecilia McAdams in July, 
1993.  Just a couple hours after their high school reunion 21 years ago, Gary was shot to death on 
his kitchen floor.  Cecilia was raped repeatedly.  For more than two decades, Cecilia McAdams has 
endured endless trials, appeals, and hearings.  Two of her attackers are in prison for life, but will 
have parole hearings in the next couple years.  But the man who shot her husband is scheduled to 
die.  Through the years, Cecilia has worked to help other crime victims.  She's worked with police 
agencies to help them understand what victims go through.  She spent years touring the state as a 
victim's advocate and organized a scholarship run in her husband's name.  She's provided more than 
two-dozen scholarships, so far.   
 
 
5.  Facing Florida 02/06/15 11:30AM/10 minutes Public Affairs             ***** 
 
***** Every one percent reduction in recidivism saves Florida taxpayers 13 million dollars a year. 
Right now, one in four commits a new crime. Education and a job can change that!   Smart Justice 
held its fourth summit and has lots of ideas for lawmakers to save money on prisons. Organizer 
Barney Bishop discussed those ideas and how much they might save. 
 
 
6.  Channel 3 News at 9PM  01/27/15 09:00PM/3 minutes News           ****** 
     On WFGX 
****** Scathing reports about prison conditions and safety by the Miami Herald prompted one state 
senator to check things out for himself.  Senator Greg Evers from Crestview made surprise visits to 
two north Florida prisons last Thursday night.  He toured Suwannee Correctional first, showing up 
there around 5PM unannounced. Later that evening around 11:00PM he toured Jefferson 
Correctional.  Then on Sunday he toured a work camp in Panama City.  He says what he found left 
him questioning safety for both the inmates and correctional officers.  For years, the Florida 
Department of Corrections' budget has been cut.  Evers says touring the facilities made that fact 
obvious.  Senator Evers is currently working on a bill that would add more corrections officers and 
could possibly change their shifts from 12 hours a day to eight.  He says this could help minimize 
tension between the inmates and staff.  Another part of that bill would bring back the Prison Inmate 
Trust Fund.  That money was used on recreational items like TV's, basketballs and prisoners could 
use to occupy their time.  "I want smart justice. I want a prisoner to go to prison.  I want him to be 
rehabilitated because ultimately he's going to come up and get out of prison. Then he's going to be 
walking the streets with us and I want him when he comes out to be a productive part of society not a 
hindrance."  Senator Evers says he plans to make more surprise visits to prisons all over the state. 
He says the tours are helping him sculpt the corrections bill.  
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7.  Channel 3 News at 9PM  02/05/15 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News          ******* 
     On WFGX 
 
******* Mayor Ashton Hayward announced today that Pensacola Police officers will begin wearing 
body cameras as part of their uniform.  “It’s important to me that we be transparent in everything we 
do as a city government, and I believe these cameras will reinforce public trust in our police 
department while safeguarding both our citizens and our police officers.”  The adding of body 
cameras comes after almost a year of planning, testing, and training by the Pensacola Police 
Department. The department has used in-car cameras for about 18 years. The body camera will be 
activated anytime an officer is conducting police business.   The department purchased 55 body 
cameras with funds from the Law Enforcement Trust Fund, which includes money from seizures and 
forfeitures.   Ten officers have been trained, so far, on use of the cameras. They will begin using 
them today, (Thursday). Additional officers will be trained over the next few months.  The cameras 
are capable of continuously recording for approximately eight hours.  
 
 
8.  Facing Florida 03/08/15 11:30AM/10 minutes Public Affairs        ******** 
 
******** Reggie Garcia, Attorney and lobbyist, joined us to discuss his new book, “How to Leave 
Prison Early”, which talks about Florida clemency, parole and work release programs. 
 

 
9. Channel 3 News at 9PM  02/09/15 09:00PM/3 minutes News       ********* 
      On WFGX 
 
********* On Monday, the Huffington Post placed on their website a post that originally ran on 24/7 
Wall Street dot com. The post labeled the Crestview, Destin and Ft. Walton Beach metro area as one 
of the ten communities in America where "crime is soaring." According to the post, increasing 
economic growth and federal government cutbacks taking money out of the community contributed to 
a 40% increase in violent crimes over the past five years. Sheriff Larry Ashley says there's more to 
the story.  "We're still one of the lowest in the country when it comes to crime rates. We've had an 
increase, there's no doubt. We've also had a six percent increase in our permanent population, and a 
30% increase in our tourism population. He says law enforcement agencies in the area faced 
financial cutbacks during the times of the fastest growth.  Ordinarily when Okaloosa County is in the 
national spotlight, it's because of the sugar white beaches and emerald green waters. Community 
leaders say that's ironic, because one of the reasons for the increase in crime statistics is the return 
of large numbers of tourists, who commit the crimes, but don't count towards the county's total 
population. They say that helps artificially inflate that number.  Ft. Walton Beach Chamber of 
Commerce President Ted Corcoran says that's a major part of the rise in crime.  The county has 
seen a decrease in total crime and violent crime over the past two years. Sheriff Ashley says the 
county's reputation will be just fine.  "We're very safe community, and I think tourists who come to 
visit recognize that." 
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10. Channel 3 News at 9PM  02/12/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News               *10 
      On WFGX 
 
*10 Early estimates put the cost of building a new jail for Escambia County around $140 million.  
First, County Commissioners need to agree on a location.  The estimate given for completion of a 
new jail facility is 44 months, but that clock won't start ticking until a building site is picked. 
The debate over where to build a new jail continues.  We interviewed Escambia County 
Commissioners Lumon May and Grover Robinson for their opinions on the remaining 4 choices, 
including the proposal that sparked the most discussion … to use the existing jail site, and combine it 
with what's called the McDonald's site that sits next to it.  May said his goal is not to create a large jail 
to incarcerate more people...but to create a community that incarcerates less people. 
 
 
11. Channel 3 News at 9PM  02/19/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News               *11 
      On WFGX 
 
*11 Tax refund fraud happened to tens of thousands of Americans last year, costing the US Treasury 
billions of dollars.  Almost thirty thousand fraudulent returns were filed last year. Ed Foy, Area 
Developer for Liberty Tax Service says, "It's one of the biggest sources of money for identity theft 
thieves, and this runs the gamut from local operations, unethical people, to international crime 
syndicates."  The Liberty team helps victimized customers sort through problems that could include 
thieves filing a much larger refund than the person was entitled to, and the IRS demanding 
repayment from the real taxpayer before the fraud is proven.  The crew here says protect yourself by 
safeguarding personal information on paper and computers. Other experts say file early, then the 
identity thief's return will bounce back, not yours. 
 
 
12. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/04/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                *12 
      On WFGX 
 
*12 Florida lawmakers want to make it easier for juveniles with a criminal record to turn their life 
around.  A bill in Tallahassee will reduce amount of time a juvenile's criminal history remains on their 
record if certain criteria are met.  J.R. Thompson is a local author of "The Wrong Way Home".  He 
was 17 when he was sent to a reformatory for his childhood crimes.  He shares the horrors of 
spending two years locked up.  But after he was released, he got a second chance.  He joined the Air 
Force and later became a successful businessman and CEO.  That might not have been possible if 
his record wasn't wiped clean.  Senate Bill 13-16 would allow records of minors to be expunged if 
they committed nonviolent crimes and complete diversion programs.  Under current law, juveniles 
usually have to wait until age 24 or 26 before their record can be wiped clean 
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13. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/16/15 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News                *13 
      On WFGX 
 
*13 A Pensacola murder case going before the U.S. Supreme Court could have a dramatic impact on 
Florida's death cases.  That's if a bill doesn't pass which would require juries in those cases to vote 
unanimously for death.  Florida is the only state in the country to allow a jury to recommend death by 
a simple majority.  In May 1998, Cynthia Harrison was found bound, gagged and stabbed to death in 
a Pensacola Popeyes. The safe was empty. Another employee, Timothy Hurst was convicted in the 
murder. The jury recommended, 7-5, Hurst be sentenced to death. Now that split vote threatens to 
undermine Florida's death penalty. The U.S. Supreme Court said it will hear Hurst's case this year. 
 
 
14. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/26/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                *14 
      On WFGX 
 
*14 The Escambia County Sheriff's Office is promoting a new online tool that could help recover 
stolen property.  "Report-It" is a part of an existing system many law enforcement agencies use to 
find stolen property.  Ryan Stanfield is familiar with that program; he uses it every day at his pawn 
shop.  At the end of the day he enters serial numbers of new items purchased, uploads it, and the 
sheriff's office uses it to help track down stolen goods.  If the original owner takes the extra step of 
recording the serial number or documenting the item, they have a better chance of finding it.  With 
Report-It, all you have to do is enter serial numbers or upload pictures to the program.  If you become 
a victim of theft you can access your list from any electronic device. Print the list from the program 
and take it to your local law enforcement agency. 


