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ISSUE/description:  6. HEALTH and HEALTHCARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the  

    elderly and Handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical         
    trends and breakthroughs. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
      Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/12/15 09:00PM/1 minute News                   * 
    On WFGX 
* Dozens of children have 'extra' clean smiles this weekend.  Dental students at the Pensacola State 
College Warrington campus provided a free clinic this weekend.  More than 30 kids 'opened wide' to get 
their teeth cleaned and even sealed if needed.  "Lot of the parents have been very gracious … they 
thanked us many time," Alicia Struck, a dental student said.  "They are very happy to get their kids in 
here because they can't afford to take them to the dentist." 
  
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/14/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                  ** 
      On WFGX 
** Ricki Vann reported that with less than 35 hours left to file tax returns or file for an extension for the 
2014 season, this year most of the questions for tax experts are from people who have healthcare under 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA).  “This health insurance (ACA) is the biggest change to the tax law in more 
than 20 years. It affects a lot of people's tax return... some negatively and some positively," said Jessica 
Riddle, a tax expert with H & R Block in Pensacola, who recommends you hire a professional Certified 
Public Accountant (CPA) to do your taxes.  
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/16/15 09:00PM/1 minute News                *** 
    On WFGX 
*** We reported on Governor Rick Scott’s plans to file suit against the Obama administration for stopping 
healthcare funds from being distributed to Florida.  The administration wants Florida to expand its 
Medicaid program, but Scott is resisting.  The federal healthcare agency sent a letter to Scott's office this 
week, saying Low Income Pool funding and Medicaid expansion are linked.  Scott called the move a "gun 
to the head" tactic.  "Our democracy is designed so that state governments can make the decision to not 
take on federal programs that will ultimately cost state taxpayers billions of dollars.  We will not pass this 
cost on to our citizens in Florida and we will continue to fight for the federal LIP dollars our citizens 
already pay for with their federal taxes," said Scott. 
  
 
4.  Facing Florida 05/10/15 11:30AM/15 minutes Public Affairs              **** 
 
**** As part of this week’s in-depth discussion with Florida Senate President Andy Gardiner, we talked 
about the prospects for healthcare during a June Special Session of the legislature and the role of the 
Governor’s Commission on Health Care.   
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5.  Facing Florida 05/24/15 11:30AM/10 minutes Public Affairs             ***** 
 
***** If you’ve ever been a smoker, you know how hard it is to quit.  This week guest Shannon Hughes of 
Tobacco Free Florida discussed that group’s efforts to help Floridians kick the habit by running hard-
hitting media campaigns depicting the devastating effects of smoking or other tobacco use, and 
encouraging Floridians to take advantage of the three free and easy ways to quit … call, click or come in. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 06/11/15 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News            ****** 
 
****** 300 million people in the world have some form of color blindness.  Christina Leavenworth reported 
on a new technology that is making it possible for many people to see color for the first time.  One local 
man is seeing the world in a whole new way.  Magic is Nathan Nickerson's thing, but it would take magic 
beyond his abilities to make him see color.  Nathan was born color blind.  "I found out in Kindergarten, we 
had a project to color Curious George, the monkey, and I colored the monkey green," he said.  When 
Nathan heard about EnChroma's new technology, sunglasses that would let him see color, he didn't 
believe it.  But when he put them on, color appeared.  "It took a second, like your brain is trying to 
process something it has never seen before, what is this new information, new color, new things I've 
never seen in my whole life," said Nathan.  The first thing he did was go for a walk. "I stopped and I saw 
something, and my jaw fell open, and I stood there and said ‘that's amazing’, and my girlfriend said ‘yeah, 
that's a fire hydrant’. I had never seen a fire hydrant that way before.  I saw a traffic light for the first time, 
looking at the green light just amazed," said Nathan. "Now that I know what normal color is, everything 
without glasses on, color is very muted, trees are all the same shade."  The glasses cost between 300 
and 400 dollars.  Many people who are considered color blind can see color, but not the whole rainbow.  
They often can't distinguish between two colors.  Everyone is going to see out of the glasses differently.  
Christina Leavenworth tried on the glasses and said they made everything look more vibrant, like an 
Instagram filter.  Based on the company's studies, the glasses are effective for about 80% of cases of 
color blindness. 
  
 
 


