
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WFGX 
Location Fort Walton Beach, FL    
Quarter ending: June 30, 2017 
 
 
Issue/description: 2. MILITARY AFFAIRS.  Issues of concern to military and civilian 

workers at local bases; military retirees; the military’s impact on our 
area’s economy and lifestyle; military dependents, etc. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/10/17 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                         * 
    On WFGX 
 
* The 492nd Special Operations wing has set up shop on Hurlburt Field, replacing the Air Force Special 
Operations Air Warfare Center.  Col. Nathan Green took command of the newly activated 492nd special 
operations wing, to help prepare for the growth of our organization and the significant increase in flying 
hours at Duke Field. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/11/17 09:00PM/2 minutes News                        ** 
    On WFGX 
 
** They spent seven months fighting ISIS, and Thursday during a symposium at the National Naval 
Aviation Museum, some Navy commanders shared their experiences in combat against the terror group. 
Captain Marc Miguez, Commander of Carrier Air Wing Three, conducted missions against ISIS in Iraq 
and Syria to put combat power ashore to decimate this threat to the United States and the world.  For 
Commander Brendan Stickles and his squadron, the focus was electronic warfare. ISIS is very tech-
savvy, using technology for propaganda and as a tool of war.  Stickles' squadron worked to deny them 
that ability and he said they saw results. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/12/17 09:00PM/3 minutes News                      *** 
    On WFGX 
 
*** A new Tricare contract could limit options for our military when it comes to mental healthcare. Mental 
health therapist Dr. Jennifer Brooks feels it will lead to a shortage of quality therapists because the new 
contract with Humana (under Tricare) pays therapists far less.  She received a new contract in the mail, 
"basically saying you can still work for Tricare, but you will take a 20 to 30 percent pay cut. I think this is 
seriously going to affect quality of mental health care for military families."  Nearly 100 percent of her 
patients are military and many of them suffer from post traumatic stress disorder, or PTSD.  "Everyday 22 
American veterans commit suicide. This is not the time to rob the till for mental health to pay for other 
programs” she explained. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 06/29/17 09:00PM/3 minutes News                    **** 
    On WFGX 
 
**** The Navy's training planes will soon return to the skies in force.  Training in the T-45 airplanes 
essentially ground to a halt a couple months ago after problems were reported in the planes oxygen 
system.  Some pilots reported hypoxia, a dangerous lack of oxygen to the brain.  Vice Admiral Mike 
Shoemaker, commander of the Naval Air Forces, stopped by NAS Pensacola on Thursday.  His visit 
coincides with a comprehensive review released by the Navy that addresses the physiological episodes 
that pilots and students experienced.  VADM Shoemaker said they're making changes to get the planes 
off the ground. He said the issue remains his number one safety priority. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 06/30/17 09:00PM/2 minutes News                    ***** 
    On WFGX 
 
***** TH-57 helicopters have been ordered back to the Santa Rosa County base for inspection.  
Congressman Matt Gaetz said the planes are overdue on maintenance and even replacement in the 
Navy.  Gaetz said years of defense sequestration from the Obama administration is to blame, and it has 
harmed our ability to have adequate training and readiness.  Gaetz and the Armed Services Committee 
were able to come up with a $21 billion increase for defense spending over President Donald Trump's 
proposed budget.  If passed the next step will be to get the TH-57 aircraft on the Navy's replacement list. 


