
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WFGX-TV 
Location:           Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2013     
 
ISSUE/description:  1. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS.  The continuing effects of the latest 

Presidential election, and now speculation on the 2016 election; 
Florida’s controversial Governor; local and state political issues; 
partisan politics. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/07/13 09:00PM/2 minutes News                      * 
    On WFGX 
 
* We reported that the Department of Defense brought back hundreds of thousands of civilian workers 
who were furloughed during the government shutdown, with thousands of those here in Northwest 
Florida.  About 1,200 returned to work at Hurlburt Field today; 2,500 at Eglin Air Force Base; the majority 
of NAS Pensacola’s 262 civilian employees were recalled today, but the National Museum of Naval 
Aviation remains closed.  Whiting Field would not say how many of their 125 furloughed employees have 
returned. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/11/13 09:03PM/2 minutes News                                ** 
    On WFGX 
 
** We looked at how the government shutdown was affecting Floridians.  Signs at the Gulf Islands 
National Seashore on Pensacola Beach showing that the Fort Pickens area was closed to visitors were 
just one immediate reminder.  Residents using food stamps are worried about getting cut off, and are 
spending more carefully, a noticeable trend for local merchants.  And our smaller school districts, which 
receive proportionately more federal funds, are worrying that they’ll lose funding. 
 
 
3.  Facing Florida 10/13/13 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                *** 
 
*** The politics of Stand Your Ground.  The controversial topic was able to get its first legislative hearing, 
and we discussed its future.  Then, we learned about a very interesting special election that could be a 
precursor of a matchup between Rick Scott and Charlie Crist for Governor.  Finally, what about Charlie 
Crist?  When is he going to announce his decision to run and why hasn't he done so by now?  Later, 
Sen. Bob McKnight profiled former Representative Sam Bell in this week's Quorum Call. 
 
 
4.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/17/13 09:00PM/2 minutes News              **** 
       On WFGX 
 
**** We reported that the U.S. government is back in business, as President Obama earlier today signed 
a bill ending the 16-day shutdown just hours after the House and Senate approved the plan.  But the 
measure funds the government only through early January, and raises the debt limit through early 
February, saving the country from defaulting on its bills.  We interviewed relieved local government 
workers and local officials for their reaction to the compromise bill. 
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5.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/18/13 09:00PM/1 minute News             ***** 
       On WFGX 
 
***** We reported on today’s reopening of area government facilities due to the budget bill resolving the 
shutdown.  The National Museum of Naval Aviation aboard NAS Pensacola re-opened today.  The Air 
Force Armament Museum at Eglin Air Force Base and the Gulf Islands National Seashore opened 
Thursday. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/20/13 09:04PM/2 minutes News               ****** 
      On WFGX 
 
****** Our Washington reporter Kristine Frazao interviewed Jack Abramoff, a former Washington lobbyist 
convicted of tax evasion, and now a very outspoken critic of the lobby system, which he says undermines 
democracy.  He says the people who have impact on legislation, and sometimes actually write legislation, 
are not elected officials but rather lobbyists paid by special interests.  Many lobbyists are appointed as 
top administration officials, for both parties, and many former congressmen become lobbyists.  Abramoff 
said the system has changed to make it more “polite looking”, but no substantive changes have occurred 
in the last 40 years. 
 
 
7.  Facing Florida 11/24/13 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs          ******* 

******* Political all-star analysts Pete Dunbar and Steve Vancore dug deep into the approaching political 
season.  Topic one was Florida's race for Governor.  Democratic challenger Charlie Crist has announced 
his candidacy, but questions remain.  First, how long will Crist be the standard bearer for Florida 
Democrats?  Second, are any other Democratic hopefuls waiting in the wings?  Topic two was updated 
fundraising rules.  Will these new rules hurt Democrats in an election where they will need every dollar 
they can raise?  And finally, topic three was Florida's Lt. Governor, or lack thereof.  It's been eight months 
and running that Governor Rick Scott has gone without a second in command.  With election season fast 
approaching, we'll discuss four names that are being considered to fill the ticket. 

 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/28/13 09:05PM/3 minutes News             ******** 
      On WFGX 
 
******** Author Peter Schweizer said money sometimes gets in the way of candidates for office serving 
their district, their state and their country.  Politics is becoming more and more about a lifestyle subsidy 
and directing more money into the candidate’s pocket or to his family.  This is far easier now with 
“Leadership PACs”, non-connected Political Action Committees in which money can be spend 
independently.  Now, almost all members of Congress have such a PAC.  We interviewed Congressman 
Andy Harris (R-MD) who has introduced a bill to change that, forcing PACs to disclose details of all their 
expenditures.  So far, his bill has only two co-sponsors, but Harris vows to keep pushing for passage. 
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9.  Facing Florida 12/08/13 11:30AM/10 minutes Public Affairs       ********* 

********* In one segment, we talked with Democratic Consultant Steve Schale about two past elections 
and one that is on the horizon.  It seems the nonpartisans are starting to raise their voice.  

 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/12/13 09:13PM/2 minutes News                                   *10 
      On WFGX 
 
*10 Our Washington reporter Kristine Frazao explained to viewers that the U.S. Constitution is called a 
“living document”, and at its core address just how much power to give to government and how that 
power should flow directly from the citizens.  But in interviewing visitors to Washington, she found most 
did not feel that the people had power in our country.  They felt Congress wanted all the power but was 
unable to get business done for the people.  She talked with Chris Edelson, an Assistant Professor of 
Public Affairs at American University, who said challenges to democracy stem from rising levels of wealth 
and inequality, with money swaying the politicians more than votes. 
 
 
11. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/13/13 09:04PM/2 minutes News                             *11 
      On WFGX 
 
*11 We reported on the U.S. House of Representatives ending the year with a rare act of bipartisanship.  
The chamber approved a budget deal that would avoid another government shutdown for at least 2 
years.  It eliminates the “sequester” without raising taxes.  Speaker John Boehner criticized the Tea Party 
and outside groups who’ve tried to undermine his leadership.  The agreement now goes to the Senate, 
where it could face tough resistance from the majority Democrats. 
 
 
12.  Facing Florida 12/15/13 11:30AM/10 minutes Public Affairs               *12 
 
*12 Bill Cotterell, a 40-year veteran of the Florida press corps, assessed Governor Rick Scott’s re-
election chances. 
  
 
13.  Facing Florida 12/29/13 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               *13 

*13 This week’s “Facing Florida” marks our 200th episode.  We looked at the year ahead with Republican 
strategist Pete Dunbar.  The Governor's race is tightening up, and there may be some disinformation. 
Then we took a look at some of the big issues lawmakers will face; water and casino gambling among 
them.  And finally, we concluded with Rick Scott's search for a new Lieutenant Governor.  

 
 


