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ISSUE/description:    5. ENVIRONMENT.  Maintaining the quality of life desired within our 

community; protecting wildlife and their natural habitat; maintaining 
the proper balance between development and protection of 
resources. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
1.  Facing Florida 10/18/15 11:30AM/20 minutes Public Affairs                           * 
 
* Guest Matthew Carter of Consumers for Smart Solar, the group that wants to ensure that everyone 
has access to the power grid, talked about the differences between the two competing amendments 
on the 2016 ballot that would regulate solar power usage in Florida. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/03/15 09:00PM/1:45 minutes News                 ** 
    On WFGX 
 
** Laura Hussey reported from Pensacola Beach on a 17-million dollar restoration project starting this 
month.  These projects always stir up a bit of debate, and this one is no different.  Pensacola Beach 
is a bedrock of the local economy, drawing tourists from all over the world.  Residents say there's 
simply no other choice to protect what's been built there.  Before restoration, the water was coming 
up through the foundation of some of the condos and up through the houses.  Opponents say 
"Mother Nature put sand dunes here for hundreds of years, and they were gone in an afternoon in 
1995. So if she can't do it right, what in the world were we thinking that we can do better." 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/04/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                *** 
    On WFGX 
 
*** Laura Hussey reported from Pensacola Beach on the pushback to a plan to put a reclaimed water 
tank there.  It's a plan to keep Pensacola Beach green, for less money.  The key is reclaimed water 
from the wastewater treatment plant already located on the beach.  A small amount of the reclaimed 
water is used for irrigation now.  But without a tank to hold it until it's needed, most of the water is 
pumped into the Santa Rosa Sound.  Nathalie Bowers from the Emerald Coast Utilities Authority 
said, "It will provide much less expensive water for irrigation for all the residences on the beach."  The 
President of Pensacola Beach Advocates, Benjamin Stevenson, says there's no way to make 
something industrial mesh with the surroundings.  Stevenson says the main issue is the location near 
homes, a church and a school. ECUA says they're flexible on location, but limited by geography.  
ECUA says moving wastewater off the beach for treatment would have big environmental risks, and 
the cost would be in the neighborhood of 50 million dollars.  
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4.  Facing Florida 11/22/15 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       **** 
 
**** Our guests this week were Susan Glickman of the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, and Dr. 
Vasi Misira, Professor of Meteorology at Florida State University, both discussing Climate Change.  
The EPA wants Florida to reduce carbon emissions by 38%.  Glickman says most Floridians are 
ahead of the politicians when it comes to wanting a solution for this issue.  Dr. Misira says Climate 
Change is like a cancer … if we don’t fix it, it will grow.  He talked about the consequences of sea 
level rise on Floridians, 80% of whom live within 10 miles of the coast. 
 
 
5.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/16/15 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News             ***** 
     On WFGX 
 
***** Jacklyn Kelly reported on a powerful partnership launched today between Gulf Power and the 
Department of Defense.  Ground was broken on a trio of solar energy farms…the first at Naval Air 
Station Pensacola, the others at Whiting Field and Eglin Air Force Base.  Collectively they will cover 
830 acres and incorporate 1.5 million solar panels, and will produce enough energy to power 18,000 
homes for a year.  Assistant Secretary of the Navy Dennis McGinn says the project will bolster the 
nation’s security.   “Our energy security, our economic security, and our environmental security are all 
linked together and together they constitute a key component of our national security.”  For Gulf 
Power, having another sizable and affordable alternative energy source will insure an ample supply 
of power for the bases and surrounding communities.   
 
 
6.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/16/15 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News            ****** 
     On WFGX 
 
****** David Gonzalez reported on the pollution in Bayou Chico.  After decades of debate, Emerald 
Coastkeepers, a non-profit organization, hosted a discussion on how to move forward with cleaning 
up decades of pollution by industry, commerce, and runoff that have filled the bayou with sediment, 
heavy metals and toxins.  The non-profit organization's main focus is water quality.  Community and 
county leaders gathered to learn more about if and when dredging the bayou will be possible.  Chips 
Kirschenfeld with the Escambia County Natural Resources Management Department said the county 
just received $356,000 from the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council.  He said that money will 
be used to fund a study to see how they can get rid of contaminated sediment.  He said the study 
could take about a year and half to complete.  At the moment there is no funding for the actual 
dredging project. 
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7.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/29/15 06:10AM/2 minutes News          ******* 
     On WFGX 
 
******* We reported about the plan to recycle Christmas trees in Escambia, Okaloosa and Santa 
Rosa counties.  All counties ask you put your tree out with your yard waste to be recycled.  However, 
in Santa Rosa County they are also offering the option for you to drop your tree off at one of their 
drop off locations throughout the county. The Environmental Manager in Santa Rosa County, Ron 
Hixson, said they will mulch the trees for various projects like erosion control and cleaning community 
systems. 
 
 

 


