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1. Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/03/06 07:08PM/3 minutes News                     * 
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 

* Federal legislation passed just before Christmas created the Gulf Opportunity Zone.  It's designed to 
give 8.7 billion dollars in tax breaks over 10 years to Gulf Coast businesses.  But businesses in Northwest 
Florida won't have the same opportunity as others.  The Federal government is doing a lot for business 
owners in areas affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  They're doubling the amount businesses can 
expense for new equipment from 100-thousand to 200-thousand dollars.  The bill also provides for a 50 
percent bonus depreciation...which President Bush says will help small businesses with tax relief.  UWF 
Economist Richard Hawkins says it's a smart idea to let the private sector stimulate new growth...but the 
problem he has with the Gulf Opportunity Zone is that it's an all-or-nothing proposition.  Local business 
owners are glad the government is trying to stimulate investment in the areas affected by Katrina and Rita, 
but don’t understand why no one looked out for businesses here after hurricanes Ivan or Dennis. 

 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/06/06 07:01PM/5 minutes News                    ** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 

** International Paper says it will soon lay off more than a quarter of it's workforce at the Pensacola Mill.  
The switch from paper to cardboard is forcing the change, as the company prepares for the future.  
Pensacola will lose about 200 positions from the mill, largely in the conversion, which used to take the 
printing paper, cut it into sheets prior to going to market. That step will no longer be necessary in the 
cardboard box manufacturing.  The loss of jobs means Pensacola's I.P. workforce will drop about 28-
percent, from about 700 to just 500 employees.  The conversion of machine number five from paper to 
cardboard will begin in March 2007, when the machine is shut down. The first round of job losses will start 
at that time as well.  I.P. also announced Friday that machine number three, which was indefinitely idled 
last April, resulting in 100 jobs lost at the time, has been permanently shut down. 

In another story, Northwest Florida has caught the eye of many developers, but coastal properties aren't 
the only hot commodities.  Milton may be the next big thing.  Developer Gary Pruitt has bought several lots 
in downtown Milton with plans for probably 5 restaurants and 4 or 5 more shops and possibly a bed and 
breakfast and some more things that lend themselves to keeping the people here once they get here.   
Milton Mayor Guy Thompson says the development could bring the economic boost Milton needs, saying 
city and county government can only go so far, then it takes private development.  Both the mayor and the 
developer say building a marina on the Blackwater River is key to the revitalization, making downtown 
come alive and be a focal point not for the city but for the total county. 
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3. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/09/06 11:03PM/4 minutes News                      *** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 11PM on WFGX-TV) 
*** New businesses flocking to Northwest Florida are forcing one local industrial park to expand. 
Santa Rosa County hopes to purchase 160 acres from International Paper.  Commissioner Bob Cole says 
the county's industrial park is running out of space.  He says, the 160 acres sits between the park, other 
county-owned land and the Blackwater River and has an additional railroad crossing.   Commissioners will 
decide whether to make an offer during Thursday's commission meeting. 
In a second report, a major wood products and paper company may be moving to Northwest Florida.  
Boise Cascade is looking to buy 27 acres in Santa Rosa County's industrial park.  The company plans to 
build a 100,000 square foot building material distribution center.  The plant would create about 100 high-
tech computer jobs.  However, the move is contingent on Governor Jeb Bush approving a $350,000 
railroad grant.  The Governor could decide on the grant application within a few weeks. 
Another report told of Alabama’s new tourism campaign created by the State Bureau of Tourism and 
Travel declaring 2006 the year of “Outdoor Alabama”.  Tourism in the state is a $7 billion industry that’s 
growing each year.  In conjunction with this announcement, Battleship Park in Mobile, a major tourist 
attraction, reopened this morning after being severely damaged by Hurricane Katrina. 
 
 
4. 3 in the Morning 01/11/06 08:31AM/2 minutes News                      **** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 8AM on WFGX-TV) 

**** There's been a lack of living space in Downtown Pensacola recently; an area many believe has great 
potential for growth.  But now there’s a boom in residential construction.  These new homes could make 
downtown more appealing, and not just for potential residents.   Community Redevelopment Agency 
Director David Bailey says many condo projects are underway, bringing close to 100 new housing units to 
his district.  They started targeting the multi-family residential about two years ago, and Bailey says that 
will attract a wave of commercial and retail development in the coming years.  Bailey expects more condo 
projects to begin later this year, bringing 300 additional units downtown.   

 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/18/06 07:07PM/3 minutes News                      ***** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 

***** Many low-paying jobs are available in our post-Ivan world.  But people are holding out for higher 
paying positions that surfaced because of the storm.  The EscaRosa Career Center has seen a gradual 
increase in wages over the last year, now averaging nine to ten dollars an hour.  Employers are competing 
with each other to find sufficient workers.  Economist Rick Harper of UWF's Haas Center says 7500 new 
jobs have come to Escambia and Santa Rosa counties in the last year or so.  He says as wages are 
driven up, our area's poverty rate will go down.  He believes that could help Escambia lose the distinction 
of being one of the poorest counties in the nation.  The new age of wages has led to a shortage of people 
taking low-paying jobs in construction, retail, hospitality, and food service.  Foreign workers have filled 
some of those positions through a variety of programs.  EscaRosa Career Center is hosting a job fair on 
Thursday, expecting a variety of employers to be on hand.   
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6. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/25/06 11:02PM/4 minutes News                    ****** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 11PM on WFGX) 
****** A local company could help send the next crew of astronauts to outer space.  Today, NASA held a 
small business conference at the Museum of Naval Aviation aboard NAS Pensacola.  As NASA moves 
forward with its exploration vision, it hopes to find small technology based companies to help build the 
"Crew Exploration Vehicles" that will be used to explore the Moon and eventually Mars.  Vernotto McMillan 
of NASA’s Technology Transfer Program said a lot of innovation takes place with small technology based 
businesses. They're quick, they operate at a faster pace, and they come up with out of the box ideas, so 
NASA's trying to build a team that can take us to the next level.  About a hundred companies attended the 
conference.  While most of them were from local companies, many traveled from as far away as Boston 
for an opportunity to learn about working with NASA.  
 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/30/06 11:03PM/2 minutes News                   ******* 
    (airs tape-delayed to 11PM on WFGX) 

******* Governor Jeb Bush wants to use tax money to lure businesses to Florida and train a new 
generation of high tech workers.  Today he unveiled a wide-ranging economic development plan that 
includes $200 million for research and worker training, 55 million dollars to help bolster the space industry 
in Florida, and a 250 million dollar slush fund that would be set aside for future projects.  Bush said Florida 
leads the nation in job growth, we have full employment, but now we need to focus on creating high wage 
jobs. His proposal would be part of that strategy to diversify our economy towards these high wage jobs.  
Governor Bush says the state has plenty of money to pay for the program, thanks to all the additional 
sales tax collections generated by hurricane reconstruction. 

 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 6PM 02/01/06 07:07PM/2 minutes News               ******** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX) 
******** Craig Shaw, Crestview Area Chamber of Commerce President said today that demand is higher 
than supply and supply is behind on catching up.  That statement sums up the way people feel about 
affordable housing across Northwest Florida.  That's why over 400 business owners, non-profit and 
government employees from Santa Rosa, Okaloosa and Walton Counties spent Wednesday hashing out 
problems with workforce housing.  Larry Sassano, Okaloosa Economic Development Director said some 
of our larger manufacturers told us they were having difficulty recruiting technical people and professional 
people because we're hitting a crisis situation in the area with the population growth and lack of housing.  
And with the influx from BRAC on the horizon, things could get worse.  Shelley Lauten, Director of the 
Florida Urban Land Institute, urged both business and government leaders to think 20, 30 and 40 years 
out about what the future of this region is going to be.  Gordon Gooding, Santa Rosa Commissioner, 
recommended helping with the economy to scale by offering higher densities. That's not popular with a lot 
of people who live in the county, but we're not talking about governmental subsidized housing.  Organizers 
say they'll take all the information gathered here and come up with solutions. 
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9. Channel 3 News at 6PM 02/03/06 07:01PM/2 minutes News           ********* 
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX) 
********* President Bush and local leaders are working to bring high-tech industry to Northwest Florida. 
During his State of the Union address on Tuesday, Bush announced an American Competitiveness 
Initiative, to encourage innovation throughout our economy, spending $195 million in job training 
competitiveness grants.  The initiative could drastically change the local economy.  "This is probably the 
largest grant that we've ever gotten for economic development purposes in Northwest Florida" said John 
Hutchinson with Gulf Power.  Northwest Florida is getting a $15 million grant.  The panhandle is one of 
thirteen regional economies chosen to receive the money.  Local job-training centers, PJC, UWF and high 
schools will partner with the program to help train a local work force in several high-tech fields including 
aerospace engineering, computer and life sciences.  That becomes a tremendous recruitment tool, when 
talking to industries about coming to Northwest Florida.  It's also important for area residents looking for 
high-paying jobs.  Hutchinson says some job training programs could start in a few months, but it will likely 
take 3 years before all the programs are up and running. 
 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 6PM 02/09/06 07:07PM/2 minutes News           ********** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX) 
********** Save the family farm -- that's what Team Santa Rosa and the University of Florida are joining 
forces to do with an agri-business conference in Jay, FL.  William Wendt, Alternative Crop Program 
Manager said the University of Florida is committed to research and education to save the family farm and 
to be the alternative crop leader.  For years Wendt grew niche market annuals like lilies and poinsettias.  
Hurricane Ivan destroyed that.  While he rebuilds, he's working as a liason between research scientists 
who develop new crops and the farmers who will grow them, to give the farmer an alternative to selling out 
his farm to a developer and to give them ample opportunity to stay in agriculture.  Cindy Anderson, who 
leads Team Santa Rosa, said that to preserve the economy here, we believe we have to preserve the 
uniqueness, and if we allow all farmland to go into residential development we have lost part of what 
makes us unique.  Their goal is to target markets and then grow an in-demand product.  Wendt says 
offbeat ventures like butterfly farming help with diversity and seasonal cash flow.  He is encouraging 
growers to investigate greenhouse vegetables, organics, meat goats, Chinese produce and agri-tourism 
opportunities.  He’s encouraged by the attending producers, who are mostly receptive, exhibiting interest 
and apprehension. 
 
 
11. 3 in the Morning 02/15/06 09:01AM/3 minutes News        *********** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 8AM on WFGX) 

*********** The Main Street sewage plant relocation will benefit land owners in downtown, but some 
believe it's people on the north end of the county that will be the big winners.  Emerald Coast Utilities 
Authority board member Dale Perkins says one of the least talked about benefits to moving the sewage 
plant is the potential for development.  "Commercial and industrial development will explode. 
Economically in the long run there will be more infusion of cash and affluence in the central and north 
central part of the county than downtown.” 
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12. Channel 3 News at 10PM 02/24/06 11:07PM/2 minutes News        ************ 
    (airs tape-delayed to 11PM on WFGX) 
************ We reported on the heavy construction activity in Okaloosa County.  It's no accident 
businesses are succeeding, and a new report ranks the Ft. Walton Beach, Destin, Crestview area as the 
best "small metro" economy in the nation.  Panama City came in 4th.  The report by the Milken Institute is 
great news for Okaloosa County…not so good for other local metro areas.  Among the nation's 200 
largest metro areas, Pensacola ranks 55th and Mobile ranked even lower, at 186th.  But for Okaloosa 
County residents, the number one ranking among small metro areas is a major success story and local 
business experts are very proud of the ranking.  Wayne Harris, Crestview Chamber Of Commerce, said 
they had to continue with the growth to stay number one.  They’re looking to attract high skill, high wage 
jobs, and bring back some affordable housing, to keep the metro Fort Walton Beach area among the best 
in the nation. 
 
 
13. Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/03/06 07:02PM/5 minutes News        ************* 
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX) 

************* A pair of waterfront developments in Baldwin County could mean millions of dollars for the 
area's economy.  Construction crews at "The Wharf," a 220-plus acre complex on the south side of the 
Intracoastal Waterway in Orange Beach are picking up the pace, getting ready for a Memorial Day 
Weekend grand opening.  The first phase includes a marina with over 200 private slips and a 
condominium complex that sold out in 24 hours. Phase one also includes completing retail stores and 
assembling the largest Ferris Wheel in the southeast.  Orange Beach city leaders say "The Wharf," along 
with Riverwalk, being built on the north end of the Iintracoastal Waterway, will be a boost to the area's 
economy.  It’s a new mix of jobs that adds to the economy, where people can actually live and work here. 
 The main thing "The Wharf" gives us is a year-round economy on the waterway in the city.  The Alabama 
Gulf Coast Convention and Visitor's Bureau says the developments could give tourists another reason to 
visit the coast.  Employment will be in the 1000's of people. It will offer tourists another dimension besides 
the beach.   

We also reported that the Orange Beach Business Park could have its first tenant.  Baldwin EMC plans to 
buy or lease 20 acres of the 80 acre site. City leaders established the park to give businesses a place to 
relocate and expand; to create jobs and enhance the community.  Plans for the entire 80 acres will be 
finalized sometime this summer. 

And we reported that Festival Airlines has chosen Pensacola as one of 35 cities it will service in the next 
30 months.  The Chicago-based airline will build headquarters for its training and light maintenance 
programs here, providing 120 new jobs paying an average of $72,000 per year.  Festival would like to use 
Pensacola's large population of military retirees as its primary employment pool.  Then there’s the tourism 
dollars that Festival Airlines plans to bring into the city. Right now, only about 15 percent of all travelers 
come to this area by plane.  Festival executives say their new routes will change that. Mayor John Fogg of 
Pensacola feels Festival’s marketing program will really help Pensacola tremendously, because people 
are going to learn about us, and what they can do here as a tourist...through this airline. 
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14.  In Focus 03/19/06 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs   ************** 
 
************** Northwest Florida is recognized as a great tourist destination, and most people usually think 
of attractions such as our area beaches, boating, fishing, river trips and water parks.  One destination 
sometimes overlooked is the National Museum of Naval Aviation, aboard Naval Air Station Pensacola.  
The Museum brings thousands of tourists and millions of dollars to the Pensacola area economy.  Today 
we profiled the Museum with Colonel Deej Kiely, USMC retired, who discussed what the museum had to 
offer to tourists and locals alike. 

 

15.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/27/06 07:01PM/4 minutes News  *************** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX) 
 

*************** A multi million dollar public park on Pensacola's waterfront will now move forward.  After 14 
months of debate and public input, the city council voted to approve the Maritime Park.  Opponents of the 
plan felt the public was not heard after voting down the last project planned for the property.  This time 
around there were plenty of public forums, but the elements of the plan remained the same... a Maritime 
Museum, a sports stadium and a university learning center.  Also called into question was the method of 
paying for the project... 40 million dollars from the city, 30 million from private and other sources.  But the 
money won't be paid by all of Pensacola's 56 thousand residents... only about 35 hundred downtown 
residents will pay.  And they'll only come up with 25 percent... the rest comes from commercial business 
property taxes within the downtown area.  At this meeting, those speaking in favor of the park plan out 
numbered those against by 4 to one.  Those in the crowd appeared to have an even wider margin.  It was 
a show of force that resulted in a 9 to one council vote in favor of the project.  But members of the 
opposition vowed that the general public would get the final say.  They plan to immediately circulate a 
petition.  They need about 6 thousand signatures to take this vote to the people. 
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