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workers at local bases; military retirees; the military’s impact on our 
area’s economy and lifestyle; military dependents, etc. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/08/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                          * 
    On WFGX 
* Senator Don Gaetz today joined Iraq war veteran Senator Jeff Brandes (R-St. Petersburg) in 
introducing Senate Bill 240 to require government offices to recognize military-issued ID’s as valid 
identification in applying for Florida drivers’ licenses.  The companion bill in the House, HB 27, has been 
introduced by Representative Matt Gaetz (R-Fort Walton Beach).  “In Northwest Florida, men and women 
in uniform or who are retired military have access to secure bases where the most sophisticated 
weapons are designed and tested and from which highly sensitive and secret missions are launched,” 
according to Senator Gaetz (R-Niceville). “The vetting and clearances they undergo are certainly more 
detailed than getting a passport or birth certificate or other forms of identification. Yet, under current law, 
a military ID is not sufficient proof of identity to apply for or renew a driver’s license. That just doesn't 
make sense and this bill will remedy the problem.”  SB 240/HB 27 would ensure that active or retired 
military personnel with an identification card issued by the United States government would not have to 
produce any other form of identification in order to obtain a Florida driver’s license.   
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/25/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                        ** 
    On WFGX 
** A blog written by a local soldier is helping to give veterans dealing with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
a way to have open dialog about dealing with the disorder. We profiled Army Staff Sergeant Dan Kinney, 
who suffered PTSD after returning from a second deployment to Afghanistan.  He started a blog, “The 
Scars Remain”, and updates it once a week.  Now veterans all over the country have begun reaching out 
to Dan, using his Facebook page and blog as an open forum to talk about their experiences during 
combat.  He's now trying to start a local support group.  
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/25/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                       *** 
    On WFGX 
*** Congressman Jeff Miller is supporting the idea of a veterans nursing home in Northwest Florida.  The 
Florida Department of Veterans Affairs operates 6 nursing homes now with plans to build a 7th in Saint 
Lucie.  Governor Rick Scott's proposed budget would fund construction of that home plus two others.  
Those locations have not yet been decided.  Miller says, the ideal spot would be near the VA Clinic and 
Navy Hospital Pensacola.  Right now, the only state veterans’ nursing home in Northwest Florida is in 
Lynn Haven, near Panama City.  Miller talked with us about several issues, including drones and 
affordable health care.   
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/05/15 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                     **** 
    On WFGX 
**** Top U.S. leaders and members of Congress reacted cautiously Thursday to the recommendations of 
an independent panel to change the military's retirement and health care systems.  The proposals, which 
would save more than $20 billion over the next four years, would allow some of the programs to operate 
more like existing federal employee systems, and give service members and their families greater 
flexibility in their health care and retirement choices.  Lawmakers so far have been reluctant to tamper 
much with the benefits that America's troops and their families receive.  Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel 
said he would analyze the recommendations, but noted that he was glad to see the panel would 
grandfather in current service members, allowing them to keep their existing retirement benefits.  The 
panel is recommending that the military's TRICARE health care system largely be replaced.  Veterans 
groups and other military associations also reacted with caution. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/18/15 09:00PM/3 minutes News                    ***** 
    On WFGX 
***** Hurlburt Field is one of the nation's most important facilities when it comes to Special Operations 
Forces readiness. And with President Obama's recent request to engage ISIS when necessary with 
Special Forces, it's gained even more prominence.  Colonel Sean Farrell recently assumed command of 
the 1st Special Operations Wing, one of three active duty outfits of its kind in the Air Force.  "Our primary 
job is to provide combat ready forces that are highly trained in special operations, and ready to execute 
their missions, any time, any place."  The wing specializes in non-conventional warfare. Colonel Farrell 
says the wing is already engaged in efforts in the Middle East, so the President's announcement won't 
change much at Hurlburt.  But Farrell says he's also focused on maintaining Hurlburt's positive reputation 
with the surrounding community.  He says support from the community allows wing leaders the ability to 
focus on supporting Hurlburt's airmen.   
  
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/19/15 09:00PM/3 minutes News                   ****** 
    On WFGX 

****** Imagine being able to create almost any kind of weather in the world.  Behind the walls of a giant 
hangar on Eglin Air Force Base, they do it every day.  Right now, they're doing cold weather testing on 
the F35 Joint Strike Fighter.  Okaloosa County reporter Laura Hussey said the 1940s-era hangar is a 
national historic site. There's no hint of the high-tech world inside, except the thermometer that shows 
how low it can go.  The video from the F35 Program Office shows the jet in the middle of five months of 
climatic testing. It will go from minus forty to one-hundred twenty degrees Fahrenheit; from monsoon 
rains to arid desert conditions.  McKinley Climatic Lab Chief Engineer Dwayne Bell says, "We control 
humidity, rain, we make sandstorms, dust storms, we have an altitude chamber, we have salt fog 
chamber, we can create any kind of weather in this building.  Test Engineer Kevin Cogan said that 
sometimes the bugs don't come out until you actually put the plane into real-world environments.  
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7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/06/15 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News                 ******* 
    On WFGX 
 
******* Thousands of military families move to Northwest Florida every year. They might be used to 
moving often, but it doesn't make things like enrolling in new schools any easier.   A representative from 
the Okaloosa School District will now be advocating for military students, as part of a statewide 
commission.   Henry Kelly is the Okaloosa Schools public information officer. He's been selected to 
represent Florida school districts on the Military Interstate Children's Compact Commission, or "MIC-3" 
for short.  Kelly says there are a lot of things schools need from incoming students that might not be 
quickly available in the middle of a military move, such as shot records, having transcripts from the old 
schools, proving what tests they've taken, end of course exams records from the last school district, and 
are you eligible to be in this district."  "MIC-3" was created to fast-track kids into class, even if it means 
letting their records catch up with them later.  


