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     Title     Date  Time/Duration   Program type                    Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/02/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News                             * 
    on WFGX 

* Students in Escambia and Baldwin counties will be heading back to school Wednesday.  Many will be standing 
at the bus stops, and temperatures are forecast to be below freezing with wind chills still in the teens.  If you're 
out in the cold or even in an unheated room, your body temperature can get too low.  Normal body temperature 
is 98.6 degrees.  If your temperature drops below 95, you're in the first stages of hypothermia.  The condition 
affects your brain reducing your ability to think and move, according to the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention.  People who are at risk are older adults with inadequate food, clothing, heating, and also babies who 
are sleeping in cold bedrooms.  Anyone who is spending a significant amount of time in the cold should look out 
for shivering, exhaustion, memory loss, confusion, slurred speech, and drowsiness.  For babies, make sure 
you're keeping an eye on their skin.  Common signs of hypothermia for infants include bright red cold skin.  If 
you or a loved one is experiencing any of these symptoms, then get inside immediately and remove wet 
clothing.  Start by warming up the center of your body - your chest, neck, and head.  Warm beverages help 
increase your body temperature but stay away from alcoholic drinks.  If this is not working seek medical 
attention as soon as possible.  If you have to be outside, cover your body as much as possible.  Doctors 
recommend layers of loose-fitting, lightweight clothing, a hat, and mittens instead of gloves. 

 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/08/18 09:00PM/3 minutes News                            ** 
    on WFGX 
 

** A roadway in Pensacola is so dangerous, some people call parts of it a "suicide lane".  On Friday, January 5, 
a woman was hit and killed while walking on Cervantes Street in Pensacola.  Studies were done three years 
ago, but still, nothing has been done.  In some areas, you can see okay, but in others, it's very dark.  Lighting is 
one of the biggest complaints on Highway 90 between A and Green streets.  Helen Gibson with the Community 
Redevelopment Agency for the City of Pensacola said something needs to be done.  She said both the city and 
county are now working together to make the state road safer.  One study   by the Florida-Alabama TPO found 
that between 2010 and 2015 there were 31 accidents involving pedestrians and bicyclists.  The study suggested 
adding street lights at the pedestrian level and to add crossings in between the intersections.  Another idea was 
to look into going down to two lanes to slow traffic down.  Escambia County Project Manager David Forte said, 
"We try to find funds from any pot that we possibly can to try to provide the improvements.” The city now has 
$1.5 million in funding to put in street lights and crosswalks.  They are in the process of drawing up plans, and 
hope this prompts the county to do the same. Forte said the county hasn't allocated any money to improve the 
road.  Commissioner Doug Underhill said in order to make improvements to the road, all commissioners need to 
make infrastructure a priority. 
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3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/11/18 09:00PM/3 minutes News                           *** 
    on WFGX 
 

*** It has become a tradition to celebrate the Krewe of Wrecks Pensacola Beach Mardi Gras Parade on the 
Sunday before Fat Tuesday.  Thousands of people line up along Via De Luna to watch the floats go by and 
catch some beads.  Escambia County Sheriff's Office deputies and parade organizers want to make sure 
participants and parade-goers stay safe during the popular event.  On Thursday, members representing most 
krewes who want to participate in the parade gathered to go over some of the rules they'll need to follow.  
Jeffrey Goudey, the head wreck of Krewe of Wrecks, said the parade has become so big barricades are needed 
to control the crowds.  Floats aren't allowed to start throwing things until they've reached the barricaded areas.  
It's can be easy for any krewe to get lost in the fun, but safety should always be their top priority.  And every 
krewe that wants to participate needs to have insurance just in case something happens. 

 
4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/12/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News                         **** 
    on WFGX 
 

**** An effort to repeal the red light camera law in Florida is making its way through the state legislature.  Some 
are suggesting it's a windfall for vendors and doesn't reduce accidents, but Gulf Breeze City Manager Samantha 
Abell disagrees.  More than a decade ago, aggressive speed enforcement was paired with red light cameras at 
three intersections.  "Half of that money goes to the state of Florida.  Another 25 percent goes to the company 
that monitors those tickets that provide us a video feed every day," she explained.  She said the city's cut is 
funneled back into public safety.  "What that means in real numbers is that we have been able to accumulate 
enough over a number of years to be able to pay for a $430,000 fire truck that otherwise would have been 
entirely funded by our 5,600 residents," she said.  Police Chief Rick Hawthorne said given today's traffic volume, 
and the distractions drivers face, anything that gives safety an edge is a good thing.  The city manager stands 
behind the use of the cameras.   

 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/15/18 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News                        ***** 
    on WFGX 
 

***** For more than 30 minutes, residents in Hawaii spent Saturday morning on high alert while waiting for a 
ballistic missile strike that never came.  The alert told people to seek shelter right away and that it wasn't a drill.  
James Mitchell is an electrical engineer at Eglin Air Force Base and a part of a design team responsible for the 
base's infrastructure.  Mitchell says Eglin Air Force Base has a three-button approach.  He feels a similar system 
in Hawaii would help prevent a human error from happening again.  Hawaii Governor, David Ige, says this all 
came down to human error at the emergency management agency.  Now, they will require two-person 
verification to send tests, real missile launch alerts and cancellation protocol that can be used within seconds. 
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6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/16/18 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News                      ****** 
    on WFGX 
 

****** According to Ian Satter with Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), crews went out Tuesday 
beginning at 1 p.m. in Escambia County and worked their way East to Jackson County, spraying Potassium 
Acetate, a deicing chemical, on all state road bridges with concrete decks, like the ones on each end of 
Okaloosa Island.  It is supposed to stop ice from bonding to the bridge.  They will monitor the bridges all evening 
and into Wednesday morning and could make a second run if necessary.  FDOT doesn't close bridges.  They 
defer to local law enforcement and the Florida Highway Patrol to determine when bridges are safe.  The winter 
storm of 2014 prompted FDOT to develop "a more robust winter response plan."  Channel 3 News learned the 
product is corrosive.  If you travel over these bridges, you should rinse down your vehicle this weekend. 

 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/17/18 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                     ******* 
    on WFGX 
 

******* Wednesday morning Northwest Florida had snow on rooftops, shrubs covered in ice, and windshields 
completely frozen - needing to be scraped.  The last time it was this cold was in 2014 when temperatures again 
dipped below freezing, causing streets and bridges to freeze, creating chaos on the roadways for many.  Roads 
remained open then, but Escambia County Commissioner Grover Robinson said county leaders learned their 
lesson.  "We've worked with Florida Department of Transportation, they did put a solution on the bridges," said 
Robinson. "We tried to do that earlier this year in January [when] we had some freezing, we thought we may get 
some precipitation, we did it again and those are things we did differently than four years ago.  If we would have 
gotten another half inch to an inch of precipitation we would have been in a whole different world of problems," 
said Robinson.  "We have no salts, we have very little sand, we have no real mechanism for dealing with this."  
Despite all that, Robinson doesn't think additional funding should be allocated to winter storm preparedness.  
"We're much more likely to take an impact from hurricanes, so I think the money we invest in that is much more 
relevant than probably snow," said Robinson.  Robinson's advice - stay off the roads until all the ice has melted.  

 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/19/18     09:00PM/1.5 minutes    News                    ******** 
      on WFGX 
 

******** Escambia County Schools are partnering with the Florida Department of Health to remind families about 
their best shot at avoiding the flu.  School District Health Services Coordinator Martha Hanna explained the state 
health department asked for their help.  So the district sent out a robocall and shared information through social 
media.  In an active flu season, prevention is key.  Teaching students basic prevention techniques like 
handwashing is an everyday practice in the school district.  Registered Nurse Elizabeth Benfatto adds that 
parents are asked to keep students at home until they are symptom-free without medication for 24 hours.  More 
than 5,000 students got the flu vaccine through the district this year. Even with its effectiveness estimated at just 
30 percent, they're hoping it will make a difference. 
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9. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/22/18 09:20PM/2.5 minutes News                  ********* 
      on WFGX 
 

********* With this year's flu season getting worse, we reported on local efforts to stock up on Tamiflu.  The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports the virus has killed 30 kids so far.  Tamiflu, a medicine 
aimed at fighting the virus, prescriptions have been at an all-time high.  Local pharmacies are having trouble 
keeping up with the high demand.  Pharmacist Steve Burklow at Pace Pharmacy in Santa Rosa County is 
having to order Tamiflu every day to keep up with the demand.  The demand has been so high that larger 
retailers are reaching out to smaller pharmacies to see if they have the drug in stock.  Parents who may have 
trouble finding the liquid version of Tamiflu can open capsules and sprinkle on food as an alternative with kids. 

 

10. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/25/17 09:00PM/3.5 minutes News                         *10 
      on WFGX 
 

*10 The Escambia County Sheriff's Office (ECSO) is warning the public about a suspicious person who may be 
trying to lure children into his car.  Deputies were told that a man had approached a group of children and 
offered them money to get in his car.  The children did not accept his offer, and said the man was driving a dirty, 
white four-door car with tinted windows.  He was described as a Black male, possibly in his 30’s or 40’s, with 
short dreadlocks and a little bit of facial hair.  He was described as wearing all black.  Anyone with information 
about this incident is asked to call the ECSO at 436-9620 or Crime Stoppers at 433-STOP.  ECSO reminds 
residents to always remain vigilant and report anything that seems suspicious to your local law enforcement. 

Last May, the Pensacola Fire Department began stocking their trucks with Naloxone, also known as Narcan, the 
opioid overdose reversal drug.  The fire department credits the drug for saving several lives already.  According 
to the Centers for Disease Control, there has been a recent surge in illegally-made fentanyl and other synthetic 
opioids that are often much stronger than heroin. The CDC reports opioids were involved in over 42,000 deaths 
in 2016 in the country.  Opioid overdose deaths were five times higher in 2016 than they were in 1999.  "The 
opioid problem here in Pensacola is growing exponentially," Firefighter Steven Kowallis said. "It's a great thing to 
have Narcan on our trucks for the people that do need it."  "We've had four saves since we brought it out," 
Kowallis said.  Escambia County EMS also has Naloxone stocked in their vehicles. 

 
11. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/26/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News                         *11 
      on WFGX 
 

*11 The Florida State Fire Marshal is investigating an overnight fire at an East Milton home.  The home is in a 
subdivision that has no fire hydrants.  Residents who live along Sunfish Lane are hoping their loss will motivate 
the county to install better fire protection in their neighborhood.  "A lot of the areas in the county do not have the 
ability to have fire hydrants.  Some of the things that we can possibly look at is the ability to perhaps draw water 
from a natural body water to help areas that do not have fire hydrants," said Santa Rosa County Commissioner 
Bob Cole.   
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12. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/19/18 09:00PM/1-minute News                         *12 
      on WFGX 
 

*12 Okaloosa County leadership and emergency management got an early start on the 2018 Hurricane season. 
 They held a training session at the emergency operations center in Niceville.  County officials reviewed 
emergency policy and tested their abilities to react to a potential disaster scenario.  Alvin Henderson with 
Okaloosa County Emergency Management said it is one of the most important parts of being prepared.  "We 
just don't want to have that comprehensive emergency management plan, put it on a shelf, let the dust grow on 
it and all of the sudden have a large scale event occur that we have to activate the EOC and not be familiar with 
the content of that plan," explained Henderson. 

 
 
13. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/23/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News                         *13 
      on WFGX 
 

*13 Thousands of people will be heading to the Pensacola Bay Center in costume this weekend for Pensacon, 
but there are some things to keep in mind if you plan on dressing up.  Michael Capps, the Assistant General 
Manager at the Pensacola Bay Center, says they have worked with the organizers of Pensacon throughout the 
years to make sure everything runs smoothly, and because safety is their top priority, this year there will be new 
security measures at the door, including metal detectors to stop weapons from coming into the building.  He 
went on to explain, "This event is unique as well with weapons because you do have part of costumes-you have 
weapons.  There is a weapons checkpoint process--it's listed on the Pensacon website that goes through it in 
detail.  But there will be a checkpoint where people in costume with a toy gun--we have staff that will be there to 
verify, tag it, [to make sure] that it is safe [and to make sure] it is a toy, that it is indeed not a weapon."  Capps 
says there will be many costumes with a lot going on and he wants to make sure everyone stays safe. 

 
 
14. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/26/18 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News                         *14 
      on WFGX 
 

*14 High school students are learning first-hand what it takes to become a first-responder.  "It's a little bit 
different than when I grew up.  Thinking about being a fireman was a big thing.  The kids don't think about those 
jobs anymore.  There's so many others out there," said Escambia County Public Safety Director, Mike Weaver.  
The decline in applicants inspired the Escambia County Firefighters Academy.  Students at Pine Forest High 
School are the first to get the option.  They learn the ins and outs of jobs in emergency service.  Applicants learn 
through the course an in-depth tour of the public safety center and fire stations to find out more on how they 
operate.  Instructors hope this will inspire more to sign up.  Students who take this course have the chance to 
transfer to George Stone Technical Center so that one day they will save lives in Escambia County. 
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15. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/28/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News                         *15 
      on WFGX 

*15 Lifeguards in Pensacola Beach are expecting a packed weekend of beach-goers, but they need more staff 
to keep people safe all season long.  The lifeguard crew has a presence on the beach year-round because 
emergencies can happen anytime.  They especially need more lifeguards when beaches are busiest - in the 
spring and summer.  Last year during the busy season, lifeguards performed 63 water rescues and helped more 
than 200 swimmers in distress.  Water Safety Chief Dave Greenwood said most of their rescues happen when 
yellow flags are waving.  “Yellow flag means exercise caution. We have currents present," said Greenwood.  
There will be tryouts on March 24th at the UWF Aquatic Center for new lifeguards. 

 
16. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/06/18 09:00PM/3 minutes News                         *16 
      on WFGX 

*16 Two people have died in car-pedestrian collisions on Highway 98 in the city of Destin since the beginning of 
the year.  Last year, Destin loaned the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) money to install 12 new 
crosswalks along the highway with hopes to reduce pedestrian accidents.  Both of the accidents this year 
happened in the early morning hours, but business owners like David Baxter with a prime view of 98 all day say 
it's the pedestrians causing these fatalities, by not using the crosswalks.  Destin Mayor Scott Fischer agreed.  
Baxter's solution is more lighting.  "They need to light it up a lot more on these dangerous intersections; one 
streetlight is not enough," Baxter said. 

 
17. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/20/18 09:00PM/1-minute News                         *17 
      on WFGX 

*17 A tour showing the dangers of distracted and impaired driving made a stop in Pensacola on Tuesday.  The 
Arrive Alive Tour set up a simulator at Pensacola State College.  It allows participants to experience the 
potential consequences of texting and driving and driving under the influence.  "We're hoping they'll learn that 
this can have a big impact and be aware of what might happen to them if they make this decision to drink or text 
while driving," explained PSC Director of Student Conduct Lynsey Listau.  The simulation was a part of the 
college's campus safety day.  Other agencies, including the Florida Highway Patrol, Pensacola Police, 
Escambia County EMS, and Pensacola Fire Department, were also on campus for the event. 

 
 
18. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/21/18 09:00PM/3 minutes News                         *18 
      on WFGX 

*18 Parks and playgrounds are places your children should be safe.  Free to run, jump and play without worry.  
However, after several tips to our newsroom about some parks in our area not being up to standard, we did 
some checking.  We found corrosion and rusty, exposed metal as well as broken equipment, covered with 
plywood, and zip-tied together.  It's clear, Hitzman-Optimist Park has seen better days.  After reaching out to city 
officials asking them about these issues, caution tape was put up, blocking one of the playground entrances and 
the bridge.  Just a few blocks away at Belvedere Park, we found some minor wear and tear, rust and graffiti.   A 
city spokesperson told Channel 3 News that staff conduct annual safety inspections at every playground.  If you 
see an issue, call 3-1-1.  Safety issues are responded to in the same day they are reported. 


