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ISSUE/description:    5. ENVIRONMENT.  Maintaining the quality of life desired within our 

community; protecting wildlife and their natural habitat; maintaining 
the proper balance between development and protection of 
resources. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
1.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/08/14 09:12PM/2 minutes News                   * 
     On WFGX 
 
* More than two-dozen restoration projects in Northwest Florida are getting funding from the 
Deepwater Horizon Early Restoration Fund.  The list includes the controversial Fish Hatchery 
proposed for Bruce Beach in Pensacola.  This is the third round of funding from the Early Restoration 
Fund.  The Natural Resource Damage Assessment Trustees approved 88 million dollars for 28 
projects in the panhandle.  The money will help improve oyster beds and boat ramps and build new 
boardwalks and artificial reefs.  The Gulf Islands National Seashore is also getting nearly fifteen 
million dollars for its Beach Enhancement and Ferry Service projects. 
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/14/14 09:05PM/1 minute News                 ** 
     On WFGX 
 
** We discussed Florida’s Amendment One on the November ballot.  The amendment will set aside 
33% of an existing document tax for preserving natural resources and wildlife habitat.  Animal expert 
and TV personality Jim Fowler made a commercial for the amendment in order to preserve open 
space, wildlife and wilderness to guarantee the quality of life for humans. 
 
 
3.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/20/14 09:00PM/2 minutes News                *** 
     On WFGX 
 

*** The Santa Rosa County Commission discussed today ways to prevent a non-native fish from 

taking over a protected reef off Navarre Beach State Park.  The Navarre Beach Marine Sanctuary, a 

group that places artificial snorkeling and diving reefs at Navarre Beach, is seeking a new policy that 

would allow snorkelers to harvest lionfish, first spotted on the reef about two weeks ago.  Santa Rosa 

County Engineer Roger Blaylock says it's important all lionfish are taken out of the area as soon as 

possible.  They are non-native and compete with our local fish for food and habitat. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/23/14 09:03PM/2 minutes News              **** 
    On WFGX 
 

**** Sea turtle hatchlings start their incredible journey to the deep with a frantic dash to the Gulf.  The 

Santa Rosa Island Authority, Escambia County and Gulf Power are starting a lighting project that will 

make that trip safer for sea turtles on Pensacola Beach.  One year after launching a project to 

brighten 19 miles of U.S. 98 with efficient LED streetlights, Gulf Power is working with the SRIA to 

complete a turtle-friendly lighting project that will reduce light impacts on wildlife while actually 

improving the lighting in the Casino Beach parking lot on Pensacola Beach. The project is being 

funded through BP grants.  It is Gulf Power’s first turtle-friendly lighting project that would meet new 

requirements set by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and Escambia County. 

 

 
5.  Facing Florida 10/26/14 11:30AM/20 minutes Public Affairs                     ***** 
 
***** This week’s guest, Susan Glickman from the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, says Climate 
Change has to be considered in this election cycle.  And some want to split the state in two over 
projected sea level rise.  The City Commission in South Miami passed a resolution calling for the 
separation of the state just north of Tampa and Orlando.  The resolution cites concerns about climate 
change and rising sea levels and a lack of support from Tallahassee for these South Florida issues.   
 
 
6.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/29/14 09:06PM/2 minutes News            ****** 
     On WFGX 
 
****** We reported on today’s open house at the Pensacola office of the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection.  Their educational goals today were to give realtors, developers and 
potential homebuyers information on state permitting requirements, property restrictions, and even 
ways to save money, all while meeting environmental regulations. 
 
 
7.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/03/14 09:04PM/2 minutes News          ******* 
     On WFGX 
 
******* We interviewed Governor Rick Scott, who announced today that the U.S. Supreme Court 
agreed to hear Florida’s lawsuit regarding Georgia’s over-consumption of water that is impacting the 
Apalachicola Bay region.  We also spoke with Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi, who said the 
lawsuit is essential to protect Florida from the environmental and economic harms caused by 
Georgia’s over-use of the water. 
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8.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/13/14 09:06PM/1minute News         ******** 
     On WFGX 
 
******** Escambia County commissioners received a report today on how much hydrogen sulfide is 
being emitted from the Rolling Hills Landfill in the Wedgewood community.  In July, an air quality alert 
was issued after tests found levels of the gas were above the minimum level for exposure to 
humans.  The Department of Health has since been monitoring the air.  Thursday's report showed 
68% of the samples exceeded OSHA's minimum odor detection level, and 95% exceeding acute 
exposure.  People with pre-existing medical breathing conditions living near the pit could experience 
health issues.  The findings will help commissioners design rules to regulate landfills in the county. 
 
 
9.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/17/14 09:00PM/2minutes News       ********* 
     On WFGX 
 
********* The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) announces the funding of $34.3 million 
for nine Florida projects.  The projects are designed to remedy harm or reduce the risk of future harm 
to natural resources that were affected by the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill.  Second Round of 
Grants from the Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund created 18 months ago as part of the settlement 
between the U.S. Department of Justice and BP and Transocean to resolve criminal charges against 
both companies in relation to the spill.   Under the provisions in the plea agreements, a total of $356 
million will be paid into the Gulf Fund over a five-year period for conservation projects in the state of 
Florida.  "This $34.3 million in funding is great news for families in the Panhandle," said Governor 
Rick Scott. "Florida's natural treasures must be protected so that future generations will be able to 
experience all that our great state has to offer." 
 
10.  Facing Florida 11/23/14 11:30AM/20 minutes Public Affairs                       *10 
 
*10 The passage of Amendment One earlier this month created a huge pot of money for 
conservation and water projects, which means the rush is already on to secure some of that funding.  
We talked with Will Abberger of the Trust for Public Land and the organizer of Amendment One on 
how the money should be spent. 
 
 
11.  Facing Florida 11/30/14 11:30AM/15 minutes Public Affairs                       *11 
 
*11 This week’s guests were Ben and Clay Lovell, who discussed the fledgling aquaculture industry 
and how it might save oyster harvesting in Florida. 
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12. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/04/14 09:06PM/2 minutes News               *12 
      On WFGX 
 
*12 We covered Alabama governor Robert Bentley’s tour of Algae Systems in Daphne. The company 
is getting worldwide attention with its method of converting algae into fuel.  They use wastewater to 
feed and grow algae, which is then converted into bio-fuel.  The filtered water is then safe to drink.  
They can treat 40,000 gallons of wastewater each day, and today announced a $3.2 million grant 
from the U.S. Department of Energy to design a plant that can process a million gallons of waste 
water every day. 
 
 


