
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WFGX-TV 
Location:           Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2008      
 
ISSUE/description:  2. ELECTIONS & POLITICS.  In this election year, the Presidential 

nominees, as well as Florida’s relocation of their Primary date and 
some local elections, have generated controversy.   

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
1.  In Focus 10/05/08 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                           * 
      
* This week we interviewed the candidates for Florida State Representative District 3.  Lumon May, 
Democrat, and incumbent Clay Ford, Republican, discussed the issues facing district 3, one of the 
poorest districts in the state.  The primary issues discussed were the struggling economy, and the state 
budget cuts needed to offset the loss of taxes.  
 
 
2.  American Crossroads 10/12/08 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 **  
     “Update: Your Vote” 10/19/08 
  10/26/08 
  11/02/08 
 
** We presented a series of four consecutive “Your Vote” programs, detailing the issues of the upcoming 
election.  In the final show on 11/02/08, we presented the best and most informative video clips from all 
of the debates, in an effort to provide voters with the least-filtered, issue-specific information in the 
candidates’ own words. 
 
 
3. In Focus 10/19/08 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 *** 
 
********* We featured the candidates for Escambia County Commission District 5, the largest 
geographical district in the county.  Republican incumbent Kevin White and Democrat challenger Jim 
Barnett discussed issues facing the district, and why each felt he was best qualified for the office. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/23/08 10:03PM/5 minutes News/Public Affairs              **** 
      (simulcast on WFGX-TV) 
 
********** WEAR’s Sue Straughn interviewed Senator John McCain, the Republican candidate for 
President, about local issues of concern to area voters…the economy, the military, and healthcare. 
 
 
5. In Focus 11/02/08 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs              ***** 
 
*********** Violent crime is going up in Escambia County, so we again interviewed the two candidates for 
Sheriff to discuss the issues facing the winner in Tuesday’s election.  Our guests were David Morgan (R), 
with 20 years experience in military policing, challenging Larry Scapecchi (D), with 25 years inside the 
Sheriff’s department, in a classic “outsider vs. insider” race for the office. 
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6. In Focus 11/09/08 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs            ****** 
 
****** Host Dan Thomas conducted post-election interviews with local election winners.  Clay Ford, who 
retains his seat as the State Representative for District 3, won a very close race by only 3100 votes out of 
65,000 cast.  His discussed the increase in voters who actually voted and his plans for the upcoming 
term.  Malcolm Thomas is the new Superintendent of Schools for Escambia County, and he talked about 
the challenges facing the school district in the coming years. 
 
 
7.  American Crossroads 12/07/08 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs          *******  
 
******* After the election, we offered a look at a unique aspect of the change in Washington; a behind-
the-scenes perspective on the tangible signs of transition from one administration to another.  
 
 
8. In Focus 12/14/08 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs          ******** 
 
******** Pensacola’s City Council saw a major shakeup in November … 4 new council members and a 
new Mayor.  We interviewed city residents and 2 of the new members about the reasons for all this 
change.  New Councilwoman Diane Mack said the former group of “good ole boys” simply didn’t get the 
job done as expected by the voters, so they elected three women as replacements.  Many of the 
newcomers want to rewrite Pensacola’s form of government, to consolidate services and reduce 
expenses.  Our guest, Mayor-elect Mike Wiggins, spent 14 years on the Council.  He talked about the 
state-mandated tax cuts, revenue shortfalls, possible consolidation, and other issues facing the new 
Council. 
 
 
 


