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Station:             WFGX-TV 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2015 
 
ISSUE/description:    1. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/13/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                   ** 
      On WFGX 
** The University of West Florida Archaeology Institute recently received a Special Category Grant 
totaling more than $290,000 from the Florida Division of Historical Resources to explore a Spanish 
fleet associated with Tristan Luna from the 1500s.   The archaeological remains of the Spanish ships, 
located in Pensacola Bay, are the oldest documented in Florida waters.  According to the terms of the 
matching grant, UWF archaeologists will conduct fieldwork, laboratory analysis, artifact conservation 
and curation, archival research in Spain and public outreach for two years.  Funding will also ensure 
the continued search for the as yet undiscovered vessels, allow for continued artifact conservation, 
provide opportunities for many students, and bring new information to the public about the founding of 
Pensacola in 1559.  
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/14/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                   ** 
      On WFGX 
** The Escambia County School District and the sheriff's office are taking a strong stance on bullying, 
teaming up and trying to reach kids in ways they haven't in the past.   There are many different kinds 
of bullying.   Many kids deal with it at home on their computers.  Deputy Curtis Burnside was called 
out to help for a bullying situation.  That's when he realized many of the kids had no idea what bullying 
actually is.  He's now working with teachers on what to do.  They are also training the parents, so the 
kids don't forget it when they get home.  Deputies will be returning to the schools each month and will 
talk about a different topic.  Their overall goal is to get kids to stop bullying each other. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/21/15 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                 *** 
      On WFGX 
*** The National Education Association says teachers in Florida make less than the national average 
in terms of starting pay. But a bill filed in Tallahassee earlier this month could change that.  According 
to the NEA, teachers in Florida make approximately $35,000 starting salary.  In early January, 
Democratic Senator Darren Soto of Orlando proposed a bill that would mandate starting salary be a 
minimum of $50,000, helping Florida recruit and keep better teachers.  Okaloosa County 
Superintendent of Schools Mary Beth Jackson says the objective is admirable, but that funding would 
be difficult.  "Of our 1,800 teachers, 900 of them need a $10,000 raise. That's $10,000,000 in a single 
year."  The bill says the state would have to fund the system, in order to avoid hurting individual 
school districts.  Parents in Okaloosa County agreed, saying it gives individuals in college incentive to 
go into the teaching field, where they're guaranteed a decent salary.  Residents we interviewed said 
they were willing to pay extra taxes for the future of education.   
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/27/15 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News              ***** 
      On WFGX 
***** As baby boomers retire, local manufacturing companies are having a tough time filling positions, 
so they are teaming up with school district leaders to fill that workforce gap. One method is by trying to 
change the perception and attract more females to the industry.  To get them interested, you let the 
money do the talking. Steve Harrell, curriculum specialist for Workforce Education in Escambia 
County, said the average income for manufacturing in Northwest Florida is more than double the 
average income in travel and tourism. The manufacturing academy at Northview High School started 
last year with no girls in the program.  There are three girls this year.  The Northwest Florida 
Manufacturers Council received a grant from the state, and next year five new manufacturing 
academies will be going up in school districts in the region.  The districts will be modeling the 
academies after the one at Northview. The goal is for students to graduate with a high school diploma 
in one hand and an industry certification in the other.   
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/27/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News              ***** 
      On WFGX 
***** The contract between the union and the Santa Rosa School District expired in August of last 
year. But groups have been unable to negotiate a new contract, because of one major sticking point 
… a measurement the state uses to calculate the financial health of a district. The measurement is an 
analysis of how much a district is spending versus its incoming revenue.  The state requests districts 
keep it above three percent, and require an action plan if it dips below two percent.  Superintendent 
Wyrosdick has asked that if the ratio does dips below three percent, that all district employees give up 
four days of pay to help save money.  David Godwin of the teachers union says the request would 
remove the responsibility of the district to responsibly manage the budget.  The two groups will meet 
for more negotiations tomorrow.  
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/19/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News             ****** 
      On WFGX 
****** An Escambia County school board member is proposing changes to how we discipline our 
students.  Jeff Bergosh says some students with numerous referrals are affecting the environment for 
other students. A list of the charges different students faced in the 2013-2014 school year range from 
having drugs on campus fights, stealing, to disruptive behavior, but some of them have had as many 
as 50 previous referrals.  This year, the district started a discipline intervention matrix.   It breaks up 
how students are punished by what they do. Bergosh suggests they add to it because he feels 
punishment is not consistent across the board.  Superintendent Malcolm Thomas says they already 
do that but it's at the schools discretion because referrals don't always tell the whole story.  Bergosh 
says he will continue bringing it to the board until he feels the district has better results with discipline.  
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7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/25/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News            ******* 
      On WFGX 
 
******* A local school board member is getting a chance to play a big part in reforming Florida’s 
education system.  Escambia school board member Patty Hightower has a seat at a  ‘Keep Florida 
Learning’ committee, created by Florida’s education commissioner.  They will be asked to look at key 
issues facing Florida schools.  Its 11 members are made up of school officials, teachers and parents 
from around the state.  Florida Sen. Kelli Stargel is also on the committee as well as Education 
commissioner Pam Stewart.  Hightower is the only local name.  Her resume includes more than 40 
years of experience in the world of education.   Her appointment comes as the state is set to 
implement the Florida Standards Assessments, a series of state proficiency exams taking heat from 
educators.  Lawmakers are also getting push back from teachers and superintendents about too 
many state tests.  Another issue Hightower would like to tackle at a state level is giving more control 
back to the school districts.   
 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/05/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News          ******** 
      On WFGX 
 
******** An immigrant's American dream led to big rewards for two North Okaloosa teachers. Dr. Paul 
Hsu gave ten thousand dollars to reward math and science educators.  Dr. Hsu is the founder of four 
technology companies, as well as the Crestview Technology Air Park.  He was born in Taiwan, and 
had five hundred dollars to his name when he immigrated to America.  Michelle Hokans from 
Crestview High School and Fiona Lukas from Baker School got checks for five thousand dollars, to 
spend on anything they like. Hokans says the awards are a huge incentive. Dr. Hsu says, "The main 
purpose for me to come to this great country is to go to school. The US education is the best in the 
world."  But he says American students aren't focusing on the subjects where the jobs are.  Only 
fifteen percent plan to pursue the so-called "STEM" subjects....science, technology, math and 
engineering. Dr. Hsu believes great teachers can change that.  The Teaching Excellence Awards are 
only for the STEM subjects, and only for North Okaloosa County high schools. Dr. Hsu has committed 
to continue the awards for the next ten years.  
 
 
9.  Facing Florida  03/08/15 11:30AM/20 minutes Public Affairs         ********* 
 
********* Florida is switching from a paper based test to an online version said to be more difficult. The 
FSA's launch on Monday was less than smooth.  JoAnn McCall from the Florida Education 
Association talked about why she is urging the Florida Student Assessment test be delayed.  Then 
Education Commissioner Pam Stewart defended the test. 
 

 


