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Station: WFGX 
Location:           Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2018     
 
ISSUE/description:  1. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS.  President Trump; the mid-term 

elections; Florida legislature and politics; local political issues; 
extreme partisan politics. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 

 
Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 

 
1. The Right Side 10/14/18 12:00PM/30 min. Public Affairs                   * 
     with Armstrong Williams 
 
* Today featured a discussion of what the impact will be if Democrats win control of the House of 
Representatives in next month’s mid-term election. 
   
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/16/18 09:00PM/1.1 minutes News                 ** 
    on WFGX 

** Nine of the counties hit hardest by Hurricane Michael have historically played a significant role in the 
outcome of statewide elections.  President Trump got nearly 79,000 votes from the damaged counties, 
equaling 69 percent of his margin of victory in Florida.  In 2014, Gov. Rick Scott won by just over 64,000 
votes.  Those same nine counties account for 70 percent of his margin of victory.  "We've got a whole set 
of people who are relocating, and my guess is voting isn't at the top of their agenda right now," said 
Democratic gubernatorial candidate Andrew Gillum.  Early voting starts on Monday.  Under Florida law, 
registered voters can vote anywhere in the state if they change their address to where they've relocated. 

 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/22/18 09:00PM/3 minutes News                *** 
    on WFGX 

*** Early voting began today, October 22, 2018, and continues through Saturday, November 3, at nine 
locations in Escambia County.  More than 30 counties start early voting today, including several large 
counties such as Duval, Hillsborough, Miami-Dade, Orange and Palm Beach.  Other counties start in the 
coming week.  Florida voters will be choosing a new governor between Tallahassee Mayor Andrew 
Gillum and former U.S. Rep. Ron DeSantis.  Outgoing Governor Rick Scott is challenging U.S. Senator 
Bill Nelson in a race for U.S. Senate that could determine control of the U.S. Senate.  Voters will also 
cast their ballots for other state and county races.  The first day of early voting brought out a crowd of 
voters ready to cast their ballot.  It was a steady flow of foot traffic at Southwest Branch of the Escambia 
Public Library today.  "We're such in a divided country right now and you need to place your flag where it 
belongs," Ronnie Day mentioned.  "This is a way that you can really have a say, not just in your 
community but the country," said Lynda Day.  "I feel like my vote, my vote alone may be the one that 
helps win the election," Gloria Mack added.  Election officials are bracing for a record turnout because of 
so many competitive races.  For some voters, casting their ballot in early voting is routine.  Early voting is 
available for the first time on several college campuses including at University of West Florida.  Early 
voting runs through November 3rd ahead of Election Day on November 6th. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/24/18 09:00PM/3 minutes News              **** 
    on WFGX            10/25/18        09:00PM/3 minutes   
     
**** We aired a breakdown of Florida’s 2018 Constitutional Amendments listed on the General Election 
ballot, and presented these over 2 days in our newscast.   
 
 
5. Decision 2018: Before You 10/24/18 06:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs             ***** 
    Vote – Gubernatorial Debate 
***** We gave Northwest Florida viewers their best opportunity to see and hear a live debate between the 
major party nominees for Florida Governor - U.S. Representative Ron DeSantis, Republican, and 
Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum, Democrat. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/25/18 09:00PM/1-minute News            ****** 
    on WFGX 
****** Okaloosa County Supervisor of Elections Paul Lux is sending out a warning about text messages 
being sent to voters.  He told Channel 3 News they received numerous complaints from voters who say 
they are receiving texts from an unknown organization posing as the Okaloosa Supervisor of Elections 
office.  According to Lux, voters who cast their votes early are receiving text messages stating their vote 
wasn't counted.  He added voters are concerned because they watched their ballots go into the machine. 
 Lux told us similar text messages are also being reported in other parts of Florida and other states.  Lux 
says voters should keep in mind the following: Your voter file is public record, including phone number 
and email.  Political parties are exempt from FCC rules limiting companies from texting you without your 
consent.  The content of these messages tends to have inaccurate or misleading information.  You can 
always contact the Supervisor of Elections office by phone, email, or in person if you question the status 
of your record and other official election material. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/29/18 09:00PM/1-minute News          ******* 
    on WFGX 

******* In Escambia County, more people have utilized their early voting privileges this year.  According to 
voting officials, 19- to 21-percent of registered voters in northwest Florida have already cast their ballots. 
 A change in state law has allowed a site to open for the first time at the University of West Florida and 
this polling location is not just for students.  David Stafford, Escambia County Supervisor of Elections 
says, "In addition, you have faculty, and visitors to the University campus, as well as the surrounding 
community.  

 
 
8. The Right Side 11/04/18 12:00PM/30 min. Public Affairs         ******** 
     with Armstrong Williams 
 
******** Today Armstrong offered a preview of next Tuesday’s mid-term election. 
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9. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/07/18 09:00PM/1.6 minutes News       ********* 
    on WFGX 

 

********* Pensacola's mayor-elect is already announcing some changes.  Grover Robinson said he 
intends to replace city attorney Lysia Bowling, and plans to bring on former Okaloosa County 
administrator Chris Holley as "transitional city administrator".  Robinson says the most important role of 
any government is to provide public safety.  His website says he'll make sure the police department has 
enough officers, and can keep them around, by increasing salary for sworn personnel by 2% above their 
contracted increases.  In Gulf Breeze, longtime council member David Landfair will step into the mayor's 
seat.  He wants to continue working toward the vision of one of the most walkable, livable cities in 
Florida.  But he says there's millions of dollars of work to do that's not glamorous.  Landfair explained, 
"Infrastructure needs a lot of work.  Stormwater, stormwater, stormwater.  I'm going to keep beating that 
drum until we fix that."  In Milton, former city attorney Heather Lindsay won the mayoral race.  Her priority 
is helping the city council have productive discussions, as it's the mayor's role to guide the dialogue 
during meetings.  

 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/09/18 09:00PM/2.2 minutes News               *10 
      on WFGX 
 
*10 After three high profile candidates demanded a recount after the Midterm Election, many voters are 
questioning the integrity of the voting system.  67 Florida counties are anticipating a recount of ballots, 
including counties in Northwest Florida.  David Stafford, Supervisor of Elections for Escambia County, 
said the recounts will take place over the next several days.  Paul Lux, Supervisor of Elections for Santa 
Rosa County said all counties should have their unofficial results by Saturday. "If the difference in one or 
more races is half a percentage point or less, a machine recount is ordered," said Stafford.  Many are 
calling for a review of the system. “Those of us working inside the elections office, where all of this is 
going to occur, we're interested to see that the votes get counted and that they get counted accurately," 
said Lux. 
 
 
11. The Right Side 11/11/18 12:00PM/30 min. Public Affairs               *11 
     with Armstrong Williams 
 
*11 Today featured a discussion with authors Donna Brazile, a democratic strategist and former chair of 
the Democratic National Committee; along with Minyon Moore, Yolanda Caraway and Leah D. Daughtry, 
discussing the political positions offered in the book they co-authored, “For Colored Girls Who Have 
Considered Politics”.  
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12. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/15/18 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News               *12 
    on WFGX 
 
*12 The Florida State Division of Elections is investigating altered “cure affidavits” in Santa Rosa, 
Okaloosa, Broward and Citrus counties.  Cure affidavits are forms to fix mailed absentee ballots, when 
the signature of the voter doesn’t match the signature election officials have on file.  In the cases in 
question, the due dates listed on the official forms are altered. Channel 3 News obtained a copy of the 
illegitimate form given to the Santa Rosa Supervisor of Elections as well as a proper affidavit form.  The 
form in question instructs the voter to submit the affidavit “no later than 5 p.m. on Thursday, November 
8th”.  A County-issued form would say “no later than 5 p.m. on the day before the election.”  Santa Rosa 
Supervisor of Elections Tappie Villane said this is the only altered affidavit her office has seen. It was 
handed over to the State for investigation. Okaloosa County Supervisor of Elections Paul Lux said his 
office also received a similar affidavit via email from a voter that wasn’t even qualified to receive one. 
Voters we spoke to said they are concerned about any attempt to disrupt the election process. It’s 
unclear how the State Division of Elections investigation will take or the potential outcomes at this point. 
The votes from the altered forms were not counted.  
 
 
13. The Right Side 11/18/18 12:00PM/30 min. Public Affairs               *13 
     with Armstrong Williams 
 
*13 Today featured Armstrong’s recap and analysis of the mid-term elections. 
   
 
 14. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/19/18 09:00PM/2.2 minutes News                           *14 
    on WFGX 
 

*14 After two recounts and several lawsuits, counties had until noon Sunday to finish up recounts and 
turn final totals in closely watched races for the U.S. Senate and Governor.  Escambia and Okaloosa 
County Supervisor of Election offices submitted their final results to the state on Saturday.  Elections 
workers in Santa Rosa County made the deadline just an hour before noon.  Saturday afternoon, 
Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum conceded for Florida governor and congratulated Republican Ron 
DeSantis.  Democratic Senator Bill Nelson conceded the Florida U.S. Senate race to Republican 
Governor Rick Scott Sunday.  Nelson said “We must end all forms of voter suppression.  Make it easier 
for Americans to vote and honor the ideal that we are governed by the majority and not the minority.” The 
state will certify the results on Tuesday, but candidates will have 10 days to file suit in state court.  
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15. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/10/18 09:00PM/2.2 minutes News               *15 
    on WFGX 
 
*15 There have been questions about the future of three historic buildings in Pensacola that are set to be 
demolished.  The Architectural Review Board's (ARB) process of approving the project has left city 
leaders at odds.  In a press conference Monday morning, Mayor Grover Robinson said he is working with 
the city attorney to make it a requirement for all city boards to now ask for citizens input before voting on 
a city issue.  Last week the ARB approved the demolition of three historic buildings near Garden and 
Spring Streets in Downtown Pensacola. One of those three buildings included the Escambia County 
School District administration building. Robinson said the chairman of the ARB denied his request to hold 
a formal meeting with citizens. Mayor Robinson said he is supportive of the board's decision but 
disappointed at how the meeting was handled. "There were people who showed up to speak and they did 
not get the opportunity to speak. This clearly should not happen.  Mayor Robinson says he plans to bring 
his idea to city council this week.  
 
 
16. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/19/18 09:00PM/3 minutes News               *16 
    on WFGX 
 
*16 On Wednesday, Channel 3 spoke with United States Postal Service's spokeswoman Kanickewa 
Johnson.  She said local management increased and enhanced the staff at the Milton Post Office after all 
the complaints.  Some residents said that still is not enough.  Since Channel 3's first report on missing 
Milton mail about a month ago, we've talked with residents, Santa Rosa County commissioner Bob Cole 
and even U.S. Representative Matt Gaetz.  The USPS continues to tell Channel 3 they're working to fix 
the issues.  Despite this, the complaints about missing mail and late deliveries continue.  Channel 3 did 
reach out to the Inspector General's office about the abandoned mail found in Milton.  The spokeswoman 
Jeldrys Lowry declined to give any information on the status of that investigation. 
 
 
17. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/20/18 09:00PM/1-minute News               *17 
    on WFGX 

*17 The Okaloosa County Supervisor of Elections offices are preparing for the enactment of the Voting 
Restoration Amendment approved by Florida voters in the November General Election. The offices will 
be accepting new voter registration applications, including the applications by former convicted felons 
who will be eligible to register beginning January 8, 2019.  The majority of convicted felons in Florida who 
have completed their sentences will be eligible to have their voting rights automatically restored.  Those 
convicted of murder or sexual offenses will not be eligible unless the Governor and Cabinet vote to 
restore their voting rights through the clemency process currently in place.  Voters who have been unable 
to vote due to felony convictions must re-register after January 8.  Any applications received before that 
will be processed according to the law currently on books and may not be eligible.  If you are unsure of 
your status, contact the Clerk of Circuit Court in the county where you were sentenced or the Florida 
Department of Corrections where you were supervised or incarcerated. 
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18. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/24/18 09:00PM/2.3 minutes News               *18 
    on WFGX 

*18 Families from across the country and around the world headed to Ft Pickens, along the Gulf Islands 
National Seashore, to celebrate the Christmas holiday, only to find the National Park closed.  The closure 
is due to the partial shutdown of the federal government due to the stalemate in Congress over funding of 
a border wall.  Ron Tew lives in Pensacola and said the closure impacted a special day with his eight- 
year-old grandson. "In my opinion it's stupid," Tew said.  They were planning on going to Fort Pickens for 
Christmas Eve. The family is making the best of it, spending time at a nearby beach, but Tew said his 
main frustration is with Congress and the White House.  The campgrounds at Ft. Pickens are also 
closed, and any reservations made are canceled.  According to Park officials, all reservations will be 
refunded.  It's unclear exactly how long Ft. Pickens will remain closed. 

 
 


