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ISSUE/description:    5. THE ECONOMY.  The continuing effects of the recent recession; 

unemployment; a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; 
development of new industry such as the extension of Florida casino 
gambling; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on our local economy. 
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     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM  10/28/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News                   * 
    On WFGX 

* Construction of the VT Mobile Aerospace Engineering hanger is set to begin at the Pensacola 
International Airport Monday.  "We're celebrating the establishment of a new industry here in 
Pensacola," said Mayor Ashton Hayward.  They said the hanger would be bigger and start growth on 
the property.  The project is expecting to bring 400 permanent jobs in addition to construction jobs.  

 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM  11/01/16 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                 ** 
    On WFGX  

** One of downtown Pensacola’s oldest buildings has five new businesses getting ready to move in. 
The Brent building’s new owners and the tenants are close to completing renovations.  Grand 
openings are expected in the first quarter of 2017.  We gave viewers a preview of the new shops that 
promise to help you look good, eat well, and enjoy life.  Billy Lovelace, a partner and leasing agent 
for One Palafox Place, says available space is booked solid. They expect to announce additional 
retail and office tenants as soon as lease agreements are finalized.   

 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM  11/09/16 09:00PM/1 minutes News                *** 
    On WFGX  

*** Milton voters want to change the city's alcohol rules.  Under current law, alcohol sales are 
prohibited on Sundays and only allowed between 7 a.m. until midnight on other days.  About 65 
percent voted Tuesday to end the Sunday alcohol ban within city limits, in a non-binding referendum, 
so the city council must make the final call.  Michael Rinaldi, owner of Doc’s Courtyard Cafe, hopes 
the city council will listen to voters.  He believes it will help create new growth in the area. 

 
4. Channel 3 News at 9PM  11/23/16 09:00PM/2:15 minutes News              **** 
    On WFGX 

**** Visitors to the Emerald Coast's social media platforms are largely women from Texas, according 
to new data from the Okaloosa Tourism Development Council.  The Facebook page had almost half 
a million visits in August; 83% were women between 45 and 54.  For economists like Northwest 
Florida State College's Dr. David Goetsch, it's a sign of the changing times.  "Tourism depends on 
discretionary cash; you don't take vacations unless you have discretionary money," Dr. Goetsch said. 
"Women are breaking the glass ceiling to the point where they can spend money on vacations, and 
what that does for our economy is it just brings more tourism and it brings it at different times". 
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5. Channel 3 News at 9PM  11/24/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News             ***** 
    On WFGX 

***** Voters in the town of Century elected a new mayor this month.  Henry Hawkins was elected on 
November 8th and is the city's first black mayor.  He spent 20 years with the Air Force, four years on 
Century's city council and is a pastor.  As mayor, his main goal is to bring in more businesses and 
jobs to the people of Century, but he said in order to do that they will need a hospital, their own police 
department and a school.  Hawkins knows it's a lot to tackle and to do that the first step is changing 
how people view Century.  He said he is planning to meet with county commissioners, the Escambia 
County Sheriff, and other leaders in the community. 

 

6. Channel 3 News at 9PM  11/25/16 09:00PM/3 minutes News            ****** 
    On WFGX 

****** Shoppers stormed big box stores on Friday and tomorrow, local businesses want to remind you 
to think small.  Small Business Saturday celebrates its sixth anniversary this year.  Small Business 
Saturday is not just about buying items; it is about services too.  Everything from buying a meal at a 
mom and pop restaurant, to getting your bike fixed.  American Express launched Small Business 
Saturday in 2010.  The day is recognized in all 50 states.  Last year, 95 million people went out to 
shop and spent billions of dollars.  Dan Fugate, marketing director for Blue Angels Music said small 
business owners do a lot of philanthropic things in the community.  So when people come in, it gives 
us an opportunity to give back.  Most of the money spent in the community stays in the community. 
That is why the Downtown Improvement Board (DIB) puts an emphasis on promoting the day. 

 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 9PM  12/27/16 09:00PM/2:15 minutes News          ******* 
    On WFGX 
  

******* The future of the joint strike fighter program is being threatened again by President-elect 
Donald Trump.  If his plan to replace the fighter jets moves forward, it could send a ripple through our 
local economy and take local jobs with it.  More than 1,000 jobs are tied up locally with the F-35 
project.  Thursday, Trump tweeted he was asking Boeing to price a souped-up F-18 to replace what 
he calls the expensive F-35.  General Richard Secord flew fighter jets for the Air Force for more than 
20 years.  He saw leaps in the technology in his 20 years as a pilot.  He said the jump to the F-35 
was the biggest.  He believes the newer F-35, which has life-saving stealth technology, needs to stay 
on track.  If the F-35 program were to stop, many people would lose high paying jobs, according to 
Dr. David Goetsch, a local economist.  Local contractors make parts like landing gears for the planes.  
Without those jobs, the area could suffer.  It is a loss Representative-elect Matt Gaetz does not 
believe will become a reality, but it's one he is prepared to fight.  Gaetz said if we can do it more cost-
effectively, I'm all for it, but the F-35 has a greater capability and greater survivability for our pilots 
than any other aircraft we have.   
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8. Channel 3 News at 9PM  12/30/16 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News         ******** 
    On WFGX 

******** New Year's Eve means money in the bank for local businesses, and that’s part of a growing 
trend.  Cars have begun to flood Okaloosa County as out-of-towners come in to celebrate the New 
Year.  Good news for local businesses.  "We are hoping to have a few more people this year and we 
are hoping the weather keeps everyone happy and ready to kick off the New Year right," said Marissa 
Marinan of Harborwalk.  The celebration means more cars on Miracle Strip and more money in the 
pockets of local business owners, according to Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce's Ted 
Corcoran.  New money won't come solely from locals and snowbirds, an entirely different group 
heads here specifically for New Year's.  "Folks from Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana who are coming to 
the Emerald Coast to celebrate the holidays and celebrate New Year's because there is so much to 
do," Corcoran said.  "It's a season year round now," Corcoran said. "Not just a summer season 
anymore.  Here we are during the holidays, people are coming down here to do their Christmas 
shopping and now people are coming down here to party at the beach." 

 


