
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WFGX 
Location:           Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2018     
 
 
ISSUE/description:    5. ENVIRONMENT.  Maintaining the quality of life desired within our 

community; protecting wildlife and their natural habitat; maintaining 
the proper balance between development and protection of 
resources. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
1.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/11/18 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News                         * 
     on WFGX 

* The Florida red tide organism, Karenia brevis, has been present in southwest Florida for the last 
couple of months.  The higher-than-normal concentration of red tide caused marine life to die, which 
was then carried west due to a stiff easterly wind.   Northwest Florida had an easterly wind as 
Hurricane Michael was tracking north through the Gulf.  This not only brought a rough surf to 
northwest Florida, but it also carried dead fish westward, as dead fish have been seen around area 
beaches.  The University of South Florida is predicting the Florida red tide organism to be present but 
classified in a very low cell category across extreme northwest Florida over the weekend.  Karenia 
brevis has already been observed this year in Gulf waters in Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton and Bay 
counties.  According to Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission "Karenia brevis produces 
brevetoxins capable of killing fish, birds and other marine animals and may also cause health 
problems in humans, including respiratory irritation, when wave action breaks open cells and the 
toxins become airborne."  FWCC reports that typically any symptoms people feel while in the area of 
a red tide bloom will subside shortly after leaving the affected coastal environment. 

 
2.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/24/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News                       ** 
     on WFGX 

** A major oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico is raising new concerns, even though it has been an issue for 
the last 14 years.  It started in 2004, after Hurricane Ivan caused a 'Taylor Energy' oil platform to sink 
in the Gulf of Mexico.  A court document filed Friday by the government estimates 10,000 to 30,000 
gallons of oil has been leaking from the site daily.  Senator Bill Nelson addressed possible 
implications of the spill at a rally Wednesday in Pensacola.  "Lord help us if the winds catch it and 
start bringing it to the east," said Nelson.  "Because that means it'll be blackening our beaches." 
Northwest Florida is no stranger to oil spills.  Local restaurant owner, Collier Merrill said "BP in 2010, 
when that came ashore, while we didn't have a lot, we did have some, and it certainly shut down 
businesses overnight."  It has taken a long time for the area to recover, says Merrill, and another spill 
could again prompt a detrimental domino effect.  "You lose the tourism, and then you don't have the 
hotels paying their employees then you lose the people working on the beach who were then coming 
into town and spending their money," said Merrill.  Nelson says it is all about accountability.  "You've 
got to have an administration that will kick the EPA and the Department of Interior in the rear end and 
say go enforce it, through the U.S. Coast Guard."  With the staggering amount of oil spilling daily, 
experts predict the Taylor oil spill could soon become the largest offshore environmental disaster in 
U.S. history. 
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ISSUE/description:    5. ENVIRONMENT.  Maintaining the quality of life desired within our 

community; protecting wildlife and their natural habitat; maintaining 
the proper balance between development and protection of 
resources. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
3.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/29/18 09:00PM/2.1 minutes News                      *** 
     on WFGX 
*** Some residents in Gulf Breeze fear new construction is threatening the environment and could 
cause flooding issues.  New plans for Nature's Cove, a subdivision on the sound side is causing a 
headache for residents who have lived in the area for years. "We moved here because of the peace 
and quiet. Because the original Soundside development was supposed to be houses on one acre," 
said Elizabeth Pavelick.  She lives down the road from the site.  "This is a wetland area and 
everything flows towards the Sound.  So, the more cement, the more areas that don't allow the water 
to soak in.  It's got to go somewhere, so it's starting to go into people's houses," said Pavelick. "Even 
minor rain events cause the rest of us to flood," said Dara Hartigan, another resident and president of 
Save the Soundside, who has been in contact with the county.  "All we want is mitigation done," said 
Hartigan.  Hartigan said the developer has removed protected trees.  A spokesperson with the county 
sent Channel 3 News a statement saying, "No trees on the site are protected under the county's land 
development code."  They said everything being done is perfectly legal.   Hartigan said her biggest 
concern is the road that leads into the subdivision.  "This is the only way in and the only way out.  
This is what we call ‘dead man's curve’ … it's a blind curve. This is where the subdivision is going to 
let out.  We've asked them to please take one of two alternatives north of the property.  This is the 
only evacuation route and now it floods," said Hartigan.  Channel 3 News reached out to the 
developer, but did not hear back.  
 
 
4.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/05/18 09:00PM/2.2 minutes News                     **** 
     on WFGX 

**** Friday morning Pensacola City leaders joined environmentalists to unveil a new storm water 
treatment pond at Bill Gregory Park.  The project has been in the works for more than a year and 
cost about $2 million, according to Mayor Ashton Hayward.  The project was funded by a 2014 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation grant, which is funding a total of six similar projects across the 
region. “Bayou Chico has a long history of industrial uses and unfortunately it's one of the most 
impacted waterways in Northwest Florida,” Escambia County Director of Natural Resources 
Management Chips Kirschenfeld said.  He said the new treatment pond will help reduce flooding in 
the surrounding area and treat the bacteria and unwanted sediments in the rain water.  Channel 3 
News spoke to Barbara Albrecht, who is a local professor of environmental sciences with decades of 
experience; she said the new facility is an important step in the right direction to improve water 
quality.  She says since the City has been stepping up efforts to improve local water quality the past 
few years some of the wildlife that has shied away from Bayou Chico are coming back.  Chips 
Kirschenfeld said Bayou Chico doesn’t meet the state of Florida’s standard on water quality and he 
believes it may take 30 to 40 years before it’s as clean as it should be. 
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ISSUE/description:    6. ENVIRONMENT.  Maintaining the quality of life desired within our 

community; protecting wildlife and their natural habitat; maintaining 
the proper balance between development and protection of 
resources. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
5.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/26/18 09:00PM/2.6 minutes News                   ***** 
     on WFGX 
***** The Gulf Breeze City Council has approved a utility hike that will allow them to double their 
stormwater budget.  Randy Hebert remembers the flood of 2014 vividly. “When water is coming up, 
there’s nothing you can do, it’s pretty scary,” said Hebert.  “We ended up with $175K in damages.” 
He lives in the Plantation Hill subdivision and his home backs up to a drainage pond.  Since the flood, 
he has become the volunteer custodian of a pump behind his house, measuring the rain every day 
and pumping it often.  He has spent the past four years working with the City of Gulf Breeze to add 
infrastructure to keep it from happening again.  He took his vigilance to the next level and ran and 
won a city council seat.  Now things are moving forward; a study has been done and plans have been 
drawn.  “It’s going to go down to Planation Hill Road to Watershed.  It’s all gravity-fed,” he said. The 
assistant city manager of Gulf Breeze, Vernon Prather, told us the project will revamp the 
infrastructure in the East Basin area. It’s more than 95 acres, which includes Andrews Institute, 
Publix, and many neighborhoods. He said it will go from a closed basin system to a $1.5 million open 
basin system with five-foot pipes. This project is expected to be complete by the end of 2020. 
 
 
6.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/12/18 09:00PM/1.4 minutes News                  ****** 
     on WFGX 

****** Construction for the Settlers Colony Expansion drainage improvement project in Gulf Breeze 
has begun.  This project includes installation of an improved stormwater collection and conveyance 
system with new outfall locations and stormwater treatment components.   The $6.2 million project is 
75% funded by a FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program with a 25% county match from local option 
sales tax.  This project is the twelfth large-scale drainage project to be implemented with HMGP 
funding in the past ten years to improve drainage throughout the county.  In all, Santa Rosa County 
has allocated $19.5 million toward drainage improvements.  

 
 


