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Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/08/14 09:01PM/2 minutes News                   * 
    On WFGX 
* Santa Rosa County Commissioners have now added a third possible courthouse site to consider.  A 
growing number of people in Santa Rosa County have pushed to leave the Courthouse in downtown 
Milton where it is, and the Milton City Council has also lobbied to keep the courthouse where it is.  There 
are already two other possible courthouse locations on the table.  The Santa Rosa Courthouse is at the 
heart of downtown Milton. The 87 Year old building has been at the center of debate for years.  Some 
residents feel the historic building is a fixture for the city of Milton.  But others would like to see the 
courthouse moved elsewhere so it has space to grow and expand.  Santa Rosa Commissioner Bob Cole 
believes developing the courthouse in its current spot presents a number of challenges, including not 
having enough space for growth.  Whether the courthouse is new or renovated, it is contingent on a local 
option sales tax passing in the fall.  In the coming months, public hearings will be held so people can 
make a more informed decision on the future of the Santa Rosa Courthouse in November. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/09/14 09:00PM/3 minutes News                 ** 
    On WFGX 
** How to replace the Brooks Bridge in Okaloosa County is a topic that's divided communities and has 
been studied to the tune of millions of dollars.  The Florida Department of Transportation has said the 
bridge will definitely be replaced in its current location.  But they're also studying whether a second bridge 
is needed, and if so, where it should be built.  Homes, businesses, and jobs could be impacted by the 
decisions.  A new bridge could require a much bigger footprint, threatening a number of downtown 
businesses. That's a big concern for developers of the Landmark Center, a planned 33 million dollar 
development that would include a hotel and condos.  Kathy Foster sat on the panel that oversaw the last 
bridge replacement study, which ended in a 1.5 million dollar stalemate.  She also lives on Okaloosa 
Island, where people fought hard against a second bridge, but said the community must get involved and 
make an informed decision.  The first of what may be many community meetings about the Brooks 
Bridge and a possible second bridge is Thursday evening at the Emerald Coast Convention Center.  
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/01/14 09:05PM/2 minutes News                *** 
    On WFGX 
*** Improvements along Highway 29 could soon be on the way.  The Florida Department of 
Transportation is considering expanding a portion of Highway 29 from four lanes to six lanes.  This 
would be from I-10 to Nine and One Half Mile Road. That's 2.46 miles.  The hope is to allow more 
cars to drive along the highway, without getting stuck in traffic.  FDOT's plan would add sidewalks for 
pedestrians and bicyclists.  There would also be signal modifications and a stormwater drainage 
facility. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/01/14 09:00PM/2 minutes News              **** 
     On WFGX 

**** Construction is under way on a 48-million dollar project to widen State Road 123 in Okaloosa County 

to four lanes, from State Road 85 near Northwest Florida Regional Airport to State Road 85 in Crestview. 

 SR 123 is known as the quickest way to get back and forth between Fort Walton Beach and Crestview. 

It's also known as a dangerous drive, especially at rush hour when it's packed with commuters who live 

on one end of the county and work on the other.  Crestview Chamber of Commerce Director Wayne 

Harris says safety is the number one reason the widening project is important. Hurricane evacuations are 

another.  Harris says improving roads is also good for business. When the widening was announced, 

state leaders stressed that good infrastructure would help the area keep defense related jobs. 
  
 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/15/14 09:06PM/3 minutes News             ***** 
     On WFGX 

***** Nearly 200 people showed up to a town hall meeting at the Navarre Community Center Monday 

night to consider the issue of incorporation.  “Citizens to Incorporate Navarre” took the first step towards 

getting the town turned into a city.  It commissioned a consulting firm to conduct a feasibility study into 

incorporation.  Laurie Gallop, member of “Citizens to Incorporate Navarre” said “If we incorporate, we'll 

be the third largest city in the panhandle. “  According to a study, Navarre’s population is estimated at 

43,300 people and the seasonal population grows to 50,000 people.  The study found incorporating 

Navarre into a city is possible based on resources, services and people. The study suggests Navarre 

contract out certain services it doesn’t have, like police and fire services.  People in Navarre can take part 

in November 4th straw poll, which is non-binding. For Navarre to become an incorporated city, the issue 

will need to go to the state legislature. If lawmakers approve the move, Navarre residents will take a final 

vote in 2016. 

 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/16/14 09:03PM/2 minutes News            ****** 
     On WFGX 

****** Hurricane Ivan hit Northwest Florida on September 16th, 2004.  Lives were lost. Homes and 

businesses destroyed. And roads and bridges washed away.  The I-10 bridge over Escambia Bay was 

one of the most staggering sights, with gaping holes and twisted segments.  It became a lesson, one 

road crews applied to the replacement bridge.  Engineers determined it was a storm surge that left 

behind this damage.  The high water lifted sections of the bridge and shifted them around Escambia Bay, 

leaving road officials to fix a bridge that usually handled 47,000 cars a day.  It was critical to the state of 

Florida infrastructure, not only for tourism but for goods and services.  Nearly 2 years after the storm, the 

first span of a new bridge opened on December of 2006.  The following December, the second span 

opened.  Before Ivan the standard clearance was 12ft from high tide. The new structure is 25ft.  The 

fasteners on the bridge are now a permanent fixture that's bolted in so it can't come off.  Aside from the 

engineering lessons, Ivan was a clinic for road crews.  Four-wheel drive vehicles are now part of their 

fleet. Trees and brush are cleared from roadways before the storm. And crews now spend the night of 

storms at command centers.  In short, it was a turning point for the Florida Department of Transportation 

and their crews, changing philosophies and the way they responded to major storms. 


