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1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/12/17 09:00PM/1 minute News                    * 
      on WFGX 

* This school year free lunch and breakfast will be available to more students in Escambia County.  
It's part of an expansion of the 2-year Community Eligibility Provision Program.  17 schools have been 
added to the program that gives free meals to every student starting the first day of the school year.  
Families with students attending other Escambia County schools not covered by the program are 
encouraged to apply for the National School Lunch and Breakfast Program.   

 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/14/17 09:00PM/1 minute News                   ** 
      on WFGX 

** Florida's high school graduates are getting big funding boosts for college.  The top recipients of the 
Bright Futures Scholarship, previously receiving only 50% tuition coverage, beginning in August will 
have full tuition, for about 40,000 eligible students.  Top students will get $300 for books, and can start 
using funds over the summer.  Governor Scott vetoed the higher education bill that would have made 
changes permanent, but called on the legislature to make additional funds permanent next session. 

In a second, related story, we reported that Senator Bill Nelson is hoping to help college graduates 
with student loans.  Nelson filed a bill this week that would cap interest rates at four percent for 
undergrad loans.  He said the changes will make it easier for students to pay off their debt.  His bill 
would also allow students with existing student loans with interest rates higher than four percent to 
refinance their loans at lower rates. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/19/17 09:00PM/2 minutes News                 *** 
      on WFGX 

*** C.A. Weis Elementary is Northwest Florida's first "community school."  In a tough neighborhood, 
they tackle the life problems that may keep students from performing in class.  Principal Holly Magee 
said when they started a year and a half ago, they went into the community to learn the biggest 
needs.  That's why the school has a medical clinic, a partnership with Escambia Community Clinics 
that serves anyone under 18.  There's also a playground; 160 students live in a project with no safe 
place to play.  It's a model that's worked in other states, and with the school's grade jumping from "F" 
to "C" this year, it appears to be working here.  The school district, Children's Home Society of Florida, 
and the University of West Florida have made 25 year commitments.  Not only is C.A. Weis the only 
community school in Northwest Florida, it was the first of its kind in the entire state. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/21/17 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                **** 
      on WFGX 

**** Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan says school resource officers might be one of the first 
casualties if his budget is not approved.  For years, law enforcement and school officials have been 
united in the idea that school resource officers keep students safe, but they are now struggling with 
options to keep them there.  In an Escambia County School Board meeting, Sheriff Morgan and 
Senior Commander Dale Tharp told school board members he has identified seven schools in the 
district -- ones that receive the least amount of calls -- where officers could be eliminated.  Sheriff 
Morgan says his priority has to be keeping officers in high crime areas across Escambia County.  Jeff 
Bergosh, Vice-Chairman of the Escambia County Board of Commissioners, said they can't afford the 
salary increase for deputies at this time because the county is facing a $9 million shortfall.  
Representatives from the Escambia County School District tell Channel 3 News they plan to meet with 
the sheriff about possible contingencies in the coming week. 

 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/27/17 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News              ***** 
      on WFGX 

***** Santa Rosa County's population grew by nearly 42 percent between 2000 and 2015.  The 
University of Florida's Bureau of Economic and Business Research predicts the county will hit 180,000 
people by 2020.  That growth is putting pressure on the school district to expand.  The district is now 
looking at land in Tiger Point where they may build a new school.  Santa Rosa County School 
Superintendent Tim Wyrosdick said they don't have a cost estimate for the property, but with the 
growth in the south end and available land at a premium, it's critical they plan for the future.  Tiger 
Point homeowners like Lyndi Kessler don't like the idea of a school moving in next door.  "These 
people moved over here to be on a golf course," Kessler said. "It's a factor for the neighborhood and 
we are all concerned."  Wyrosdick said to date they have gotten no feedback from residents and sees 
a school as a valued neighborhood.  Wyrosdick said if the site were bought an elementary, middle 
school or combination would likely be built there.  Either way, he said any building would be more than 
five years away.  They are getting an environmental study done on the site to see if it's even suitable 
for a school.  The school district already has state approval for another new school in Navarre.  That 
school would handle grades kindergarten through eighth grade at a cost of $37 million. 

 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/28/17 09:00PM/3 minutes News             ****** 
      on WFGX 

****** From Kindergarten through high school, having the right school supplies can make a big 
difference in a child's educational success.  On Thursday, Channel 3 was at the Walmart stores on 
Mobile Highway and Creighton Road in Pensacola from 6 AM to 6:30 PM collecting school supplies 
for area children.  Sandy Sansing, from Sandy Sansing Automotive, helped the cause with a donation 
from his family and car dealership.  Kristie Kelley presented a $2,000 donation on behalf of the 
Escambia County Public Schools Foundation.  "Really our purpose is to invest in children in Escambia 
County," Kelley said.  But WEAR’s 'Cram the Van' campaign is not over yet.  There's another 
opportunity for Northwest Florida residents to donate on Thursday, July 27, when channel 3 will be at 
the Walmart stores at Tiger Point and Pace that day, looking to cram some more vans with school 
supplies for children in need. 
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7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/02/17 09:00PM/4 minutes News            ******* 
      on WFGX 

******* A service funded by the state of Florida is addressing the 2.8 million Floridians who started 
college, but never quite finished.  Complete Florida Enrollment & Retention gives adult learners a 
chance to finally finish what they started.  Director of Complete Florida, Dr. Michelle Horton, said the 
top reasons some adults decide not to go back to school are money, time commitment, and family 
obligations. With their program, you can be assigned a 'coach' who will look at your previous 
transcripts to help you determine what you need to do and how quickly you can graduate with your 
degree.  Complete Florida is targeted towards adults already in the workplace, for someone who 
wants to get ahead and knows they need a degree to achieve that, and also for the retired.  It's not the 
only institution of its kind, however, Dr. Horton said Complete Florida has 14 partner institutions 
throughout the state.  They offer five industry classrooms online: Education, Healthcare, Information 
technology, Business management and General degree completion.  If interested, go 
to completeflorida.org and send in your application or call (850) 922-3139 if you have any questions. 

 
  
8. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/03/17 09:00PM/3 minutes News          ******** 
      on WFGX 

******** This year, the Escambia County school district is expecting a 50 percent increase in students 
that are enrolled full time in their Virtual Academy.  It's getting so popular, the school district is adding 
10 new courses and hiring more instructors.  It's taught by district teachers certified in that subject, 
and it’s free for students from kindergarten to 12th grade.  The school district expects 4,500 to enroll 
this year.  Jeremy Lowery is the administrator of the Virtual Academy.  He said there are several 
groups where virtual school is a better option.  He said, "We have a high number of students that were 
traditionally homeschooled ... We have students that can't attend regular brick and mortar schools.  
Maybe it's health, maybe the family has fallen on hard times.  Virtual gives them the option of working 
at night or their own pace during the week. " The Virtual Academy makes home schooling a little less 
intimidating for parents and it allows homeschooled children to get a high school diploma.  Any 
student can enroll, even if you can't afford a computer. The school district will provide a computer free 
of charge to any student that is on free and reduced lunch. 

 
 
9. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/03/17 09:00PM/2 minutes News         ********* 
      on WFGX 

********* School starts a week from Thursday for Okaloosa County children.  As classes begin, 
Niceville's fire chief wants to make changes that will make school a little bit safer.  They want to put a 
label, like signs, on buildings to help first responders get to danger quickly.  Chief Tommy Mayville 
said the signs would look like the ones installed at Northwest Florida State College.  The signs serve 
an important purpose.  He said the biggest part of lifesaving is the rapid response.  "These aids would 
absolutely give us time, and, time is the essence in fire service, especially on a medical call," The 
chief said. 
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10. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/17/17 09:00PM/2 minutes News                *10 
      on WFGX 

*10 The first full week of school for students in Escambia County wraps up on Friday.  Many students 
are set for the school year, but some may still struggle with certain needs like clothes and food.  
Schools across the Escambia County school district like Global Learning Academy have programs 
and resources available to help students.  Basic needs like food are a top priority for students.  Global 
has a food pantry in place to help those who may go hungry.  School clothes and shoes are available.  
Judy LaBounty, principal at the Academy said helping students lets them focus on their education. 

 
11. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/24/17 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                *11 
      on WFGX 

*11 There is a nationwide shortage of bus drivers and now it's hit our area. Transportation Director 
Rob Doss said they started the school year 40 drivers short, and are now having to shuffle around 
their buses and routes.  Each day, the Escambia County school district (ECSD) transports 24,000 
students and makes 9,000 bus stops.  Doss said they are facing the shortage because the economy 
has improved and there are more jobs available.  He said if it gets worse one bus will have to 
transport two loads of kids and that will get them to school late.   

 
12. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/14/17 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                *12 
       on WFGX 

*12 Sales tax in Okaloosa County could be going up by half a percent.  The school district said the 
increase would pay for projects for every school in the county.  The school district said the extra $17 
million in revenue a year will fund new buses, road improvements near schools and fixing old 
buildings.  "So one of the things we would hope to do is fund buses just for Florosa.  What this would 
allow us to do is change the start times at Florosa to get out of the Hurlburt Air Force Base traffic and 
help alleviate their issues as well," said Henry Kelley with the Okaloosa County School District. 

 
13. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/20/17 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                *13 
       on WFGX 

*13 September is Florida's Adult and Family Literacy month.  Around one in five people in Escambia 
and Santa Rosa Counties are deemed illiterate.  Learn to Read of Northwest Florida is trying to 
change that statistic.  Learn to Read of Northwest Florida offers one-on-one free tutoring, along with 
reading help in their learning lab.  All the tutors are volunteers and the material is geared toward 
adults rather than kids.  Executive Director Manette Magera said many people might think they are 
literate because they can read individual words but literacy is much more than that.  Magera said, 
"People will be shocked to find out 44,000 adults in Escambia County and Santa Rosa County are 
functionally illiterate, which means they can read a little bit.  But if they tried to get through a 
paragraph, they would be struggling - comprehension is key." 

 
 


