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1. Channel 3 News at 9PM  01/23/18 09:00PM/3.5 minutes News                   * 
    on WFGX  

* Pensacon is next month, and the pop culture convention is expected to draw lots of visitors from out 
of town.  Pensacola International Airport plans to give them a welcome that's out of this world.  At a 
news conference Tuesday, City Manager Eric Olson read a proclamation from Mayor Ashton 
Hayward, temporarily re-naming the airport "Pensacola Intergalactic Airport."  Members of the USS 
Continuum Star Trek club were in attendance and in uniform.  Pensacon Chairman Mike Ensley said 
their first year 39 percent of Pensacon attendees were from outside Pensacola.  He continued, 
"We're starting to see our growth spread to different places and different areas in the Southeast. We 
have people coming from Chile this year, people coming from the UK, we have people from all over 
the country, all over the world to come to Pensacon."  Pensacon is February 23 to 25.  More than 
28,000 people attended last year.  Since it started in 2014, the event has had an economic impact of 
$8.2 million for Pensacola. 

 A planned condo/hotel/restaurant development in the heart of downtown Fort Walton Beach may be 
one step closer to reality.  Announced in 2008, the project has been delayed by a series of 
unforeseen consequences.  Owners hope to open the Landmark Center by next summer.  The $54 
million project has been delayed by an unlicensed fiber cable laid by a phone service provider 30 
years ago to the threat of eminent domain.  Fort Walton Beach Mayor Dick Rynearson said the 
center would mean a boost in the area.  The developers believe this property would bring in between 
$600,000 to $700,000 worth of tax revenue every year for the city of Fort Walton Beach. 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM  01/24/18 09:00PM/1-minute News                 ** 
    on WFGX  

** The shutdown may be over, but the debate over federal spending goes on.  Senator Marco Rubio 
spoke with Channel 3 News on Tuesday about the work that lawmakers still need to complete.  He 
said those include disaster relief, defense spending, and border security.  Rubio added he's hoping 
Senators can agree to a long-term government funding plan before the March 5 deadline. 

 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/01/18 09:00PM/1-minute News                *** 
    on WFGX  

*** Commissioner Doug Underhill wants to cut eight ECAT routes.  Northescambia.com 
reports Underhill plans to propose the cuts of lower performing routes.  He said it would save the 
county about $4 million, which he said could be used to fund bridge repairs.  Underhill also suggests 
a mass transit gas tax could be rolled back.  Route 60 is included in the proposal, which is the only 
bus running through the north end of the county. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM  02/23/18 09:00PM/1-minute News              **** 
    on WFGX  

**** Bus riders using ECAT can expect fares to go up and some routes to be cut.  "We want to make 
sure we are as efficient as we can be and we're finding cost savings wherever they are" said 
Commissioner Jeff Bergosh.  He said the county cut ties with First Transit, a third party operator.  
Going forward, ECAT will be managed by a special dependent district to save money.  "It's not 
enough right now, we're getting a little over a million dollars a year in the fare box and it costs us $13 
million to run the system so you can do the arithmetic there.  It's not sustainable," said Bergosh.  
"We're going to look at the routes that aren't performing and we're going to have to cut some 
nonperforming routes and raise the fares," said Bergosh.  Bergosh said the changes will roll out at 
the end of March.  Riders will be notified in advance if their route is being cut. 

 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM  02/26/18 09:00PM/4 minutes News             ***** 
    on WFGX  

***** Pensacola's biggest sci-fi/comic book convention is almost getting too big for its venue.  
Pensacon founder Mike Ensley says each year the event grows in numbers.  "I think it's outgrown the 
Bay Center, that's why we have five different venues now," Ensley said.  Escambia County 
Commissioner Doug Underhill says a new facility is needed soon.  He wants the county to go back 
and reevaluate a study of the Bay Center.  "Let's build a facility where hockey doesn't prevent us 
from doing everything else," Underhill said.  "Pensacola doesn't really have anything of any size 
comparable to this, so yes we will be back here next year," Ensley said. 

Spring break is here and local businesses on Pensacola Beach are busy preparing for the big 
crowds.  That includes bringing in some extra help.  Peg Leg Pete's and the Hilton Hotel host job fairs 
until vacancies are filled.  Salaries vary and positions range from dishwashers to management. 

 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM  03/01/18 09:00PM/3 minutes News            ****** 
    on WFGX  

****** A new sports complex may be coming to Okaloosa County, but two things need to happen for 
the idea to become a reality.  First, the Air Force would have to approve a lease on their property.  
Then, the group would have to find an investor.  The piece of land is what's known as orphan 
property.  The Air Force can't use it for testing, and is thinking about opening up the property to the 
business community, said Niceville Chamber of Commerce President Tricia Brunson.  "We started 
looking at it because we have a vision for the 2025 committee that has been looking for quite some 
time at a way to diversify our economy.”  The Chamber thinks a sports complex on the land wouldn't 
harm the mission at Eglin Air Force Base and would bring out-of-towners into the area.  Those out-of-
towners are exactly who you need, according to local economist Dr. David Goetsch.  "They bring 
money from other communities into our communities where it is spent and that's the best kind of 
economic engine," Dr. Goetsch said.  “In a small community like ours, that's a huge economic 
impact," he said.  Economists also said the home values in the immediate area would see a boost. 
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7. Channel 3 News at 9PM  03/05/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News          ******* 
    on WFGX 
  

******* Florida lawmakers are looking at cutting funds for the arts significantly, going from about $25 
million to under $5 million. Pensacola has a rich arts scene and this could be a major impact.  There 
is so much to do across Northwest Florida.  Just about every night of the week there is some sort of 
performance going on.  Pensacola has a lot of culture from the ballet, theatre, art museums, opera, 
and so much more.  The cuts are a big deal because they will impact area organizations in several 
ways.  One way is through a massive cut that helps organizations pay for general operations.  Lois 
Benson is on the Division of Cultural Affairs board.  She said last year, the Pensacola Opera received 
$90,000 from this fund.  The Pensacola Little Theatre (PLT) received $37,000.  Benson said with 
these cuts, organizations in our area should expect very little.  Sid Williams-Heath is the executive 
director of the Pensacola Little Theatre.  He said another big concern is the budget will eliminate 
grant-match programs to help pay for infrastructure.  The Little Theatre has to replace their 16 air 
conditioning units. They were planning on using one of the grant matches to help pay for it.  Without 
it, they'll likely have to take out a loan.  He said if these cuts do happen, it would likely mean an 
increase in ticket prices and not as many performances.  He feels it would ultimately impact tourism 
for the area. 

 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 9PM  03/06/18 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News         ******** 
    on WFGX 
  

******** If Santa Rosa wants to bring in more businesses, the county is going to need to find the 
space. That is the finding of a recent study conducted by Garner Economics LLC, a firm hired by the 
county to help with their strategic plan.  The firm surveyed random people and spoke with business 
owners both in and outside the county.  They asked what are the advantages and disadvantages of 
the area. The result was most think Santa Rosa County is a great place to be because of its school 
system, workforce, and military presence.  However, people said if the county wants to be 
competitive, there needs to be more options for businesses in order to create jobs.  For example, the 
building formerly occupied by Cape Horn Boats on Industrial Boulevard is currently the only available 
building in the whole county for a manufacturing business.  While that is a good problem to have, it is 
a problem. Ogletree said based on the survey's findings, the county lacks space for businesses.  He 
said the need is not only for manufacturing sites but also just smaller offices.  Donna Tucker is the 
CEO for Santa Rosa County Chamber of Commerce. She said in her experience the available space 
often has not met the needs of the business owners.  Ogletree said when people who live in the 
county also work in the county, money stays in the county and improvements can be made. 
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9. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/07/18 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News       ********* 
    on WFGX 
  
********* Visit Pensacola said that area businesses are gearing up to welcome 30,000 people next 
month during the slump between spring break and summer.  That means 30,000 visitors will be 
roaming around the city and spending money.  "I think it's a great boost. It's great for the businesses. 
It's great for the hoteliers. It gives back to our local community and all of the different taxes and the 
fees so I think that it comes full circle and it really allows for us to not only showcase everything great 
we have to offer, but remind residents of the great community that we live in," said Nicole Stacey, 
director of marketing for Visit Pensacola.  Stacey said that there are more events happening during 
the off-season.  In April, a cheer competition will draw dozens of teams and their families to the Bay 
Center and the 'Tall Ship Challenge' is bringing its race and port festivals to the Gulf Coast for the 
first time. Stacey said that a lot of people will want to get a look at those historic sailing ships.  Stacey 
encourages visitors and residents to get out and explore all Pensacola has to offer.  It benefits the 
city as a whole. 
 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 9PM  03/16/18 09:00PM/1-minute News      ********** 
      on WFGX 
  
********** The Pensacola International Airport (PNS) has been approved for $3 million by Governor 
Rick Scott.  That money is in the fiscal year 2019 budget and will be used for improvements at the 
airport.  The announcement comes a week after Governor Scott announced a $4 million Florida Job 
Growth Infrastructure grant from the Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO).  That money will be 
used to grow the aviation industry in Northwest Florida.  "Three years ago I had the pleasure of 
announcing an agreement with VT MAE to set up its initial aircraft MRO facility in Pensacola," said 
Mayor Ashton Hayward.  "Next month that facility will be operational, and the dream of hundreds of 
new, sustainable, well-paid jobs in a new industry will become a reality.  I believed then that the 
agreement was just the first step in the establishment of a flourishing aviation industry presence in 
Northwest Florida.  By approving this appropriation, Governor Scott has demonstrated he is confident 
in Pensacola's ability to expand opportunities for aviation companies like VT MAE and to create new 
jobs for the people of Florida.  I want to thank him for his vote of confidence and for his continued 
support for Pensacola." 
 


