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Quarter ending:      September 30, 2018  
 
ISSUE/description:                1. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes,  

floods, forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening conditions. 
Government regulations providing personal safety protection. 
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     Title     Date  Time/Duration   Program type                    Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/24/18 09:00PM/2.2 minutes News                             * 
    on WFGX 

* A spokesperson with the Florida Department of Transportation told Channel 3 News that cracks in the 
construction of the new Pensacola Bay Bridge, aka 3 Mile Bridge, made workers halt their work two separate 
times.  Ed Seifert, FDOT interim communications director, said it happened in April and in June.  However, he 
said it was not uncommon in concrete in Florida to have these types of issues for surface cracking; it's not going 
to affect the overall structure.  He said inspectors are always on site while the bridge is being build.  He also said 
he did not receive any more reports other than those two instances.  Seifert said factors like extreme 
temperatures, temperature changes and lots of rain all affect how well concrete will cure.  County Commissioner 
Grover Robinson, who is also on the Transportation Planning Organization Board, said that his main concern 
was safety. He said that he hopes for better communication with FDOT moving forward. 

 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/30/18 09:00PM/2.6 minutes News                            ** 
    on WFGX 

** The lives of Aalayah Eastmon and Delaney Tarr changed forever on February 14, 2018.  It was the day 17 of 
their classmates and faculty members were killed in a mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Florida.  Now, they're fighting for change.  Eastmond, Tarr and other survivors are traveling the 
country on the 'Road to Change' tour.  A town hall meeting was held Monday night by survivors and activists at 
the University of West Florida.  They're pushing for gun reforms and encouraging young people to take action by 
voting.  "If you have a voice, if you have an opinion, the best way to use it is through the polls. Then you can 
enact direct change by electing representatives that represent what you believe in”.  Both these survivors said 
they're using their voices and experiences to try to end gun violence in our country.  After Monday night's town 
hall in Pensacola, the group will travel to other states including Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi. 

  
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/31/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News                           *** 
    on WFGX 

*** Smoking is banned at public housing across the country starting Tuesday.  Those are houses supported by 
government funding.  Eighteen months ago, U.S. Housing and Urban Development Secretary Julian Castro told 
housing agents to provide smoke-free policies to residents.  The new rule prohibits lit tobacco products, 
including cigars and pipes.  Smoking is not allowed indoors or within 25 feet of the buildings.  Channel 3 News 
called Abe Singh, executive director of the Area Housing Commission.  He declined to talk about how this ban 
will be implemented in Pensacola, but Channel 3 News did notice a sign stating the new smoke-free policy at 
the office, including pamphlets encouraging residents to quit tobacco.  Channel 3 News spoke with one woman 
who said she had to sign a new agreement on her lease for her Hayne Street Apartment, stating that we are not 
allowed to smoke in our house or outside the doors.  Federal officials expect the smoking ban to save up to 
$135 million every year in repairs and preventable fires. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/07/18 09:00PM/3 minutes News                         **** 
    on WFGX 

**** A local bank found a way to raise money for area residents in need.  Charter bank contributed to the 
community by raising money for Pensacola Fire Department to give out smoke detectors to local residents. 
These smoke alarms will go to people who may not be able to afford them on their own.  Pensacola firefighter 
Bryan Hinote said, “It’s a very important safety feature in a house, every house should at least have one in the 
living area of the house preferably in the hallway near the bedrooms and near the kitchen”.  Firefighters say it’s 
important to check the batteries regularly. 

Escambia County Fire Rescue crews may have looked like they were saving swimmers on Tuesday in Perdido 
Bay, but it was a practice drill for a new recruitment video.  Fire Chief Rusty Nail told Channel 3 News that he 
hopes it will attract more people to the job.  "We're going to try to utilize social media platforms, our county's 
website, and just a variety of outreach to try to reach as many prospective candidates as we can.  We always 
are facing challenges with numbers for people who want to join the fire service.  We're trying to educate them to 
show them just what a great career that it can be," said Chief Nail.  He said part of the reason is because of the 
job itself.  It's a dangerous profession, but it's also very exciting and very rewarding.  He said the department is 
hoping the videos bring more diversity.  He mentioned that there's a need for more women. 

 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/09/18 10:00PM/2 minutes News                        ***** 
    on WFGX 

***** The Florida Department of Health in Walton County has issued a rabies alert for Walton County in 
response to a third fox that tested positive for rabies yesterday. This fox was in the Darlington area. This rabies 
alert is for 60 days.  All residents and visitors in Walton County should be aware that rabies is present in the wild 
animal population and domestic animals are at risk if not vaccinated.  The public is asked to maintain a 
heightened awareness that rabies is active in Walton County.  Please be aware that rabies activities can also 
occur outside the alert area.  We provided viewers with a list of precautions to stay safe, and contact information 
for the Florida Department of Health and Walton Animal Services. 

 

6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/13/18 09:00PM/2.2 minutes News                      ****** 
    on WFGX 

****** Most people dread receiving one of those "robo calls."  But one area police department hopes their 
automated call will come to mean something different for senior citizens, or those living alone who need a little 
extra help.  A 911 operator can be the difference between life and death in an emergency, but somebody must 
make the call.  The "R U O K" or "Are You Okay" program run by the Fort Walton Beach Police does just that.  
The automated call is set up by the participant as a robo call to ask if they're okay. And they must press buttons 
to respond.  Ruth Lovejoy with Eldercare Services of Okaloosa County says many people have turned to "Life 
Alert" type necklaces and similar devices.  She is glad to see the police department promoting the local service 
again.  As many as 200 people signed up for the "R U O K" system in its heyday.  Police hope this new push will 
eclipse that number, making the free service once again an integral part of making the community safer. 
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7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/20/18 09:00PM/2.1 minutes News                     ******* 
     on WFGX 

******* Heavy traffic is causing concern for some people in Escambia County.  People who live in Myrtle Grove 
say they've often put themselves at risk to get around their neighborhoods as many of the area's sidewalks are 
broken, blocked, flooded or nonexistent.  Almost everywhere you look there's a new mode of transportation 
vying for space on the sidewalk or roadway.  Kim Dickinson lives in the area. She has a friend who uses a 
wheelchair. She wants new sidewalks along with handicap accessible intersections to accommodate their 
needs.  Last week, Escambia County commissioners announced they will support the brick by brick program 
and fund sidewalks on West Jackson Street.  President of the Jim C. Downey Community Center, Ronnie 
Rivera, says the program will help make sidewalks and roadways safer for all modes of transportation.  Rivera 
says work started last year to make the area safer when more than 700 street lights were put up.  Although not 
all streets have sidewalks yet, residents tell us it's a step in the right direction.  Rivera says he will meet with the 
county administrator and board of commissioners this week to discuss options to move the project forward. 

 
8. Channel 3 News Weather 09/04/18 09:00PM/2 hours News            ******** 
    Special on WFGX 

******** WFGX simulcast the WEAR-TV full, uninterrupted coverage of Tropical Storm Gordon as it made 
landfall affecting our coverage area.  Tropical Storm Gordon has officially made landfall just west of the 
Alabama/Mississippi border with maximum sustained winds of 70 miles per hour and a minimum central 
pressure of 997 millibars.  Several weather alerts are in effect for the WEAR-TV and WFGX area as the storm 
continues to lash the Gulf Coast: 

Tornado Watch continues until 4:00 AM Wednesday for Baldwin County in Alabama and Escambia in Florida. 

Flash Flood Warning until 8:15 AM Wednesday for Baldwin County in Alabama and Escambia and Santa Rosa 
Counties in Florida. 

Flash Flood Warning until 3:00 AM Wednesday for Mobile County in Alabama 

A Tropical Storm Warning continues for Northwest Florida until further notice with a Hurricane Warning for 
Coastal Alabama.  

More than 15,000 Gulf Power customers are without power Tuesday night as Tropical Storm Gordon.  According 
to Gulf Power’s website, they are currently assessing their estimated restoration times. 

 
9. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/06/18 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                  ********* 
     on WFGX 

********* The waters have gone down in some Cantonment neighborhoods where Tropical Storm Gordon caused 
big flooding.  Homeowners in the Bristol Park neighborhood and the Ashbury Hills area have seen repeated 
flooding.  The problem is the eleven-mile creek, which runs through the area.  Escambia County Commissioner 
Steve Barry said after major flooding in 2014, the county has been working to solve this problem.  They started 
buying homes and bulldozing them, hoping to use the land to widen the creek.  Yet, the county ran out of money 
before they could buy all the homes they wanted. Commissioner Barry is working to get more money so the 
county can start clearing the creek by the end of the year. 
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10. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/10/18 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                         *10 
       on WFGX 

*10 Hurricane season is now upon us and will last now through late October.  As Tropical Storm Gordon swept 
through the Northwest Florida area causing power outages to approximately 26,000 Gulf Power customers, says 
a report issued from Gulf Power officials; they believed it was a "perfect opportunity to test a new procedure.  
Gulf Power's says their general warehouse team incorporated an idea learned from 2017 while helping restore 
power following Hurricane Irma.  The Gulf Power team created pre-assembled kits filled with everything the 
crews and support personnel need for repairs, from fuses to breakers, wire and bolts.  Gordon Paulus, Gulf 
Power spokesperson said “Previously, it took a full day to get a storm kit ready,” but “now our warehouse team 
loads these pre-assembled kits on a truck in about half an hour, allowing crews to essentially grab and go when 
they’re called out for storm duty.”  Paulus tells Channel 3 “Having these kits ready to go means our crews are 
able to begin repairs more quickly after damage from a major storm [and] the bottom line is that this helps them 
get our customers’ power restored more quickly.”  During Tropical Storm Gordon, two of the storm kits were 
used in the Pensacola area as crews worked to restore power.  Paulus says they encourage their customers to 
stay prepared and to stay connected on social media for the most up-to-date storm coverage regardless if it’s a 
hurricane, tropical storm or even a severe thunderstorm. 

 
 


