
 

TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WFGX-TV 
Location:           Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2006      
 
 
ISSUE/description:    3. ENVIRONMENT.  Maintaining the quality of life desired within our 

community; protecting wildlife and their natural habitat; maintaining the 
proper balance between development and protection of resources. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
   Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type           Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/04/06 07:01PM/2 minutes News                         *  
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
 
* We reported on the use of E-85 (85% Ethanol) fuel which has been used by the Air Force on select 
vehicles at Hurlburt Field for the past two years.  Drivers and maintenance personnel there report it 
burns smoother and runs a lot cleaner, the maintenance on the trucks are about the same, but it’s 
better for the environment.  And the cost is lower, because the ethanol is made from corn. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 10PM 04/06/06 11:00PM/2minutes News                 ** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 11PM on WFGX-TV) 
 

** We reported on a local neighborhood’s concern about a leaking petroleum storage tank.  The gas 
leak is from an old, underground storage tank, and is being cleaned under the supervision of the 
Department of Environmental Protection and Escambia County’s Health Department.  Local residents 
are concerned that the gas will leak into their drinking water, but officials insist there is no danger.  
This is only one of about 450 such environmental clean-up sites in the county. 

In a second story, we reported that environmentalists have gathered in force at the state capitol, at a 
public hearing by the Interior Department, arguing against the plan to allow oil and gas drilling in 
another two million acres off the Gulf Coast.  Environmentalists, Governor Bush, both U.S. Senators, 
and 79 state lawmakers are against the proposal, saying that drilling is a threat to Florida’s beaches, 
the tourism industry, and military training operations. 

 
 
3.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/10/06 07:07PM/2 minutes News                      ***  
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
 

*** We detailed plans to use the damaged Interstate 10 Bridge that spans Escambia Bay to build an 
artificial reef about 20 miles south of Pensacola, in the same general area where the 
decommissioned USS Oriskany aircraft carrier will be sunk.  The bridge was heavily damaged during 
Hurricane Ivan in 2004.  Now that a taller, wider and stronger bridge is under construction, officials 
say the old bridge will be deconstructed and sunk in the artificial reef area. 
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4.  3 in the Morning 04/26/06 08:07AM/2 minutes News                     ****  
 
**** Doctors are finding that a local landfill is causing health problems.  Earlier this year, a fire burned 
at the Saufley Field Landfill for weeks, and many who live and work near the landfill complained of 
various health issues.  The Escambia County Health Department urged them to see their physician, 
and now several local doctors have attested that the landfill did indeed contribute to their patients’ 
ailments.  The Health Department is threatening to shut down the landfill if data shows it is causing 
health problems.     
 
 
5.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 04/27/06 11:07PM/2 minutes News                   *****  
     (airs tape-delayed to 11PM on WFGX-TV) 
 

***** We reported on Shalimar Elementary school’s activities to preserve the honor of Arbor Day.  
Students learned about the importance of maintaining healthy trees, and each student was given a 
tree seedling to plant and care for at their homes.  They also took part in an essay contest on why 
trees are important for a healthy environment. 

 

6.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/04/06 07:03PM/2 minutes News                  ******  
     (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
 

****** Education reporter Cynthia Reeves profiled a program by the 4-H Club; a hands-on marine 
Ecology lesson on Navarre Beach to teach students to do their part to keep Gulf Coast beaches safe 
and clean.  Third grade students from Gulf Breeze visit 12 stations learning about everything from 
endangered species to the impact of marine debris. 

 
 
7.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 05/22/06 11:00PM/2 minutes News                *******  
     (airs tape-delayed to 11PM on WFGX-TV) 
 
******* We reported on tonight’s Pensacola City Council meeting, wherein they voted to try to 
negotiate with the EPA for a new cleanup plan for the so-called “Mt. Dioxin” superfund site.  The EPA 
plans to dig a 30-foot-deep, 15 acre hole and dump about 550,000 cubic yards of poisoned soil into 
it; mix cement into part of it; then cap the top of the hole.  The City Council wants the soil cleaned to 
the more stringent Florida Industrial Standards, at the insistence of local environmental groups. 
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8.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/25/06 07:01PM/3 minutes News               ********  
     (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
 
******** The sinking of the Oriskany, now the most famous artificial reef on the Gulf Coast, has drawn 
a lot of attention to diving and fishing off Pensacola’s coast.  But now Escambia County is working 
hard to make sure it’s not the only reef attracting visitors.  The county has about a hundred reefs 
scattered approximately 20 miles offshore…part of a growing reef program to create more fish-
friendly habitats and help combat over-fishing.  And now, pieces of the old Pensacola Fishing Bridge 
and the Interstate 10 Bridge will be barged out and dumped to create even more reefs. 
 
 
9. 3 in the Morning 05/15/06 08:08AM/2 minutes News              ********* 
 

********* We reported on Escambia County’s Household Hazardous Waste and Electronics Amnesty 
Collection, held this weekend at Jim Bailey Middle School.  Citizens dropped off old paint, car 
batteries, TVs and other potentially hazardous products, which will be disposed of properly, thus 
keeping it out of our groundwater. 
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