
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WFGX-TV 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2014 
 
ISSUE/description:    4. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/01/14 09:06PM/2 minutes News                    * 
      On WFGX 
* Governor Rick Scott just signed a bill enticing Veterans to move here by giving them breaks on their 
tuition.  The "Florida GI" bill will reduce education costs for veterans and help them to find jobs, 
helping boost Florida's economy. Many agree this was a good move by Scott to help keep Florida's 
unemployment numbers dropping.  Florida has around 1.5 million veterans and nearly 61,000 active 
military personnel stationed in the state.  Under the bill vets will no longer be required to pay out of 
state tuition fees. Those tuition breaks will cost taxpayers around $12 million just this school year. 
  
2.   Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/14/14 09:03PM/2 minutes News                   ** 
      On WFGX 
   
** Three new schools could be built in Escambia County if voters agree to extend the half-cent sales 
tax in November.  The Escambia County school district is trying to bring awareness to the importance 
of the vote.  Two of the new schools will be elementary schools which will cost about $24 million each, 
plus a middle school which will cost $50 million.  Superintendent Malcolm Thomas says the plan is to 
build the newer schools in an area of the county which he refers to as the growth corridors…9 mile 
road north where a lot of building is starting to take place, and the west side of the county.  In the last 
4 years, the Escambia county school district has received $0 from the state to use toward new 
construction.  The proposed changes would alleviate overcrowding at Ransom Middle School; West 
Florida High School would move to the Woodham Middle School campus; and Brown Barge would 
move to West Florida's portion of the George Stone campus, allowing George Stone to expand. 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/21/14 09:10PM/3 minutes News                 *** 
      On WFGX 
*** Florida lawmakers are requiring 200 more elementary schools to add an hour of reading instruction 
to their daily schedules. Right now, 100 "low-performing" schools in the state are on the extended 
schedule, but the plan is to increase that number to 300 in the fall. The state chooses which schools 
need more reading instruction based on their F-CAT scores.  Santa Rosa and Okaloosa Counties do 
not have any schools in the bottom 100 for reading.  School Superintendent Malcolm Thomas says 
eight Escambia schools have the extra hour.  It costs about $400,000 per school, and the state only 
pays a portion of that.  The extended day school program started in 2012, when six Escambia County 
schools added the extra hour of reading instruction.  Thomas says they've already seen students have 
double digit gains in the area of reading in terms of proficiency.  The state earmarked $75-millon to be 
used for the program next year, but Escambia only gets enough to cover one school, and it becomes 
the district's responsibility to cover the cost for the other schools.  The district won't know until July 
when the F-CAT scores come out if any other schools will be added to the program.  
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 06/05/14 09:05PM/2 minutes News                **** 
      On WFGX 
 
**** The Escambia County School District is opening a new clothing closet for students in need of 
clothes.  It's the first time the county has opened a gently new or used clothing closet, which will serve 
the entire Escambia County District.  The closet will be staffed by volunteers only and it will open in 
the fall. The plan has the endorsement of Superintendent Malcolm Thomas. "62 percent of our 
students are on free and reduced lunch. Sometimes families just don't have the money.  Last winter 
was one of the coldest on record in Florida. Some students may not have the heavy jacket they need 
for that weather and they can't afford it, so teachers want to have a way to help.  The Escambia 
County School District Clothes Closet is accepting donations of gently used items and financial 
donations.  We gave viewers information on how to donate. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 06/27/14 09:03PM/3 minutes News              ***** 
      On WFGX 
 
*****  Pensacola State College students who want to complete their college education at the University 
of West Florida now have direct access to all of UWF's services, even while they are enrolled at PSC.  
PSC President Ed Meadows and UWF President Judy Bense will solidify a longtime partnership 
between the two schools Monday when the PSC2UWF program becomes official.  Pensacola State 
College joins Northwest Florida State College, Gulf Coast State College and Tallahassee Community 
College as members of the 2UWF program, which helps students transition to UWF from those    
schools.  Pensacola State College students — as well as students at the three other partner 
institutions — enrolled in the 2UWF program will be considered UWF students while pursuing 
associate's degrees at PSC.  UWF Director of Admissions Katie Condon said PSC is our top feeder 
school, and PSC2UWF is going to be a big program because they're located right here in the city.  
PSC students also won't have to worry about application fees or having their transcripts delivered to 
UWF, and they'll have access to UWF advisers, program coordinators and counselors. 


