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ISSUE/description:    3. THE ECONOMY.  The continuing effects of the recent recession; 

unemployment; a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; 
development of new industry such as the extension of Florida casino 
gambling; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on our local economy. 
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     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM  01/12/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News                   * 
    On WFGX  

* In his State of the State address, Governor Rick Scott said the state is growing because he and 
lawmakers cut taxes and regulations. He asked more of the same, saying "With record state 
revenues, we have the opportunity to diversify our economy and help small businesses grow by 
cutting taxes by one billion dollars."  He didn't mention the Seminole Compact, which could be worth 
hundreds of millions of dollars to pay for his tax cuts.  The Senate's Democratic leader says that 
while she supports job growth, Scott has placed too much attention on creating low paying jobs.   

 
 
2. The Right Side with  01/17/16 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 ** 
    Armstrong Williams 
** This week’s program featured Horace Cooper, Mark Hyman and Michi Iljazi discussing the federal 
budget process and the continuing budget deficit, with suggestions on how to reduce the deficit. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM  02/02/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News                *** 
    On WFGX 
*** Anthony Pura reported from Pensacola State College where an announcement was made that 
starting in 2018, “Skills USA” will be returning to Northwest Florida.  The event is a skills competition 
for college and high school age students, testing them in actual workforce skills from carpentry to 
cyber security.  The event had previously brought in about 4500 people and about ten million dollars 
to the economy. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 9PM  02/11/16 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News              **** 
    On WFGX 
**** The beach, sun and Blue Angels lure thousands to our area.  But Pensacola Sports wants to give 
people another reason to visit; an indoor sports center.  Executive Director Ray Palmer said the 
sports tourism market grows in any economy.  They hired consultants to research if Pensacola is a 
good fit for a complex and how much money it could bring in.  Consultants told commissioners that 
basketball and volleyball tournaments would book the facility and surrounding hotels 35-41 weekends 
a year with an economic impact of $25-28 million.  But commissioners wanted to see the research 
backing up those numbers, and how they could pay for it.  They made it clear they wouldn’t talk about 
a proposed site until they've figured out how to finance the project.  Pensacola has competition in the 
area.  Panama City and Foley are both looking to build similar centers. 
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5. Channel 3 News at 9PM  02/11/16 09:00PM/1 minute News             ***** 
    On WFGX 
***** The Destin-Fort Walton Beach airport is adding a new low cost airline to their fleet of operators.  
The airport announced Thursday that New Orleans owned and based Glo Airlines will be offering 
services in and out of the Emerald Coast.  Glo will offer non-stop service from Destin-Fort Walton 
Beach to New Orleans and Little Rock, Arkansas starting at $119.  The new airline is expected to 
bring one million dollars to the area.  Carolyn Ketchel, an Okaloosa County Commissioner, said 
they’re hoping the addition of lower-cost airlines will convince the legacy airlines to lower their rates.  
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM  02/11/16 09:00PM/1 minutes News            ****** 
    On WFGX  
****** Reporter Meg McNamara interviewed Santa Rosa Island Authority board member Dave 
Pavlock about response to the Escambia County Commission taking control of the Island’s Public 
Safety and Public Works departments.  Escambia County Commissioner Grover Robinson said 
feedback from Pensacola Beach residents and visitors has been mixed.  Pavlock said he's heard all 
good news on his end.  Everyone is in agreement that while the commission was very well 
intentioned when they decided to cut master leaseholder fees in half, it did not have the desired 
effect.  They are not passing the cuts on to their customers.  The Island Authority doesn't want to 
make any more changes for two years. They know they can come up with further reductions but they 
want to go through the summer months before they make any more cuts.  The commission agreed to 
leave things alone this year but urged the Island Authority to find places to cut costs. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 9PM  02/19/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News          ******* 
    On WFGX 

******* Community leaders from Escambia, Santa Rosa and Okaloosa counties boarded an Amtrak 
“test train” today, saying they are thrilled about what a train could mean for the local economy in 
Northwest Florida.  The Southern Rail Commission is considering restoring rail service from New 
Orleans to Jacksonville, with stops in Pensacola, Milton and Crestview.   

 

8. Channel 3 News at 9PM  02/22/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News        ******** 
    On WFGX 
  
******** The town of Century relies heavily on the logging industry, but last Monday’s tornado may 
have changed the hopes for growing that industry.  Ricki Vann reported on how the town’s economy 
could be impacted by the storm’s damage. 
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9. Channel 3 News at 9PM  03/16/16 09:00PM/1 minute News       ********* 
    On WFGX 

********** A development at Pensacola's now-vacant technology park could be just months away.  
Nearly two years ago, the Pensacola Chamber said the state agency Space Florida was interested in 
the property.  Wednesday, Dale Ketcham, Space Florida's Chief of Strategic Alliance, told Channel 3 
News they could move forward in the next few months.  He said they're close to having enough 
tenants signed on to make the project feasible, and they've presented an initial design to the city.  
Space Florida is providing seed money and other development tools in exchange for a stake in the 
building. The state will own the building, at least for a few years.  He says Pensacola is a good place 
for the development, in part because of our military bases.  He also cited the growing aviation supply 
chain in the panhandle, fueled by the Airbus facility in Mobile. 

 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 9PM  03/24/16 09:00PM/3 minutes News      ********** 
 On WFGX 
********** We interviewed Devin Simmons, President of Waterfront Rescue Mission.  He is still reeling 
from the painful decision his organization was forced to make earlier this week…Waterfront’s 
Women’s Shelter in Gulf Breeze will shut down.  The Shelter has been affected by the economy.  
Their recycle business had generated 65-70 thousand dollars per month, but that revenue dropped 
with lower gas prices.  Women served by the Shelter have been moved to other safe places, and 
Waterfront had to lay off 25 employees.  Their focus now is to focus on serving those who have the 
least, with the funds available.   
 


