
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WFGX 
Location:           Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2019     
 
ISSUE/description:  1. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS.  President Trump; Governor DeSantis; 

Florida legislature and politics; local political issues; extreme partisan 
politics;2020 Presidential election. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 

 
Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 

1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/04/19 09:00PM/2.2 minutes News                   * 
    on WFGX 

* No decision was made at Thursday night’s Escambia County Commission meeting, but it was the topic 
of a lengthy discussion.  The project designed to reduce flooding around Lake Charlene is at a standstill 
and about $2 million in federal grants is at stake.  The county and the home owner’s association have not 
been able to come to terms about a piece of property needed for the project.  The $2.1 million flood gate 
replacement for Lake Charlene would increase water flow and lower the lake level by nine inches.  That 
could prevent the flooding of the 300 homes in the area.  In January, Commissioner Doug Underhill 
sought eminent domain, so the county could take a parcel of land for an easement.  However, other 
commissioners would not support that.  The HOA has proposed an easement agreement, but the county 
attorney said because of the stipulations in the plan, they can’t go along with the terms.  The project is 
supposed to be finished by next March under terms of the FEMA grant.  Underhill said if the HOA and the 
county can’t come to an agreement soon, they could lose the federal money.   

 
 
2. Full Measure with 04/07/19 12:30PM/10 min. Public Affairs                 ** 
    Sharyl Attkisson 
** Full Measure is a broadcast focusing on investigative, original and accountability reporting. The show 
format includes a major investigative piece each week on topics ranging from immigration issues at home 
and abroad, government waste, national security concerns and vulnerabilities, whistleblower reports on 
government abuse and misdeeds.  This week, we presented a report on how farmers feel about the 
Trump tariffs. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/08/19 09:00PM/2.7 minutes News                *** 
    on WFGX 

*** Pensacola Mayor Grover Robinson says it is an issue that could take years to fix and is even calling 
out some of the prior work as inadequate.  "We're stuck with drainage problems and we have no money," 
said Robinson.  For years, any time there has been heavy rain, the downtown area floods.  According to 
a city spokesperson, last year the city spent nearly $18 million to resurface more than 2,000 blocks of city 
roads.  "The city did a lot of resurfacing work without thinking about what they are going to do with 
drainage,” Mayor Robinson said.  Mayor Robinson says the main issue is that these things take time and 
money to expand and fix.  He says it’s something the city doesn’t have in their budget right now.  "That's 
going to cost millions of dollars.  We've taken basically eight more years of our gas tax money and we 
spent it all on that resurfacing project that was done in prior administration," said Robinson.  Business 
owners say although the city has done work to improve roads in the area there should be more done to 
stop the overflow of rainwater. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/11/19 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News              **** 
    on WFGX 

**** The Escambia County Commissioners are demanding answers after an internal complaint was made 
against Escambia County EMS by its medical director.  The internal complaint and investigation was the 
first thing brought up at Thursday’s Commissioners workshop.  Several Commissioners demanded action 
following our Channel 3 Investigation bringing the issues to light.  Channel 3 News obtained a letter 
written by Medical Director Dr. Rayme Edler; the County said it received the complaint and forwarded it to 
the Florida Department of Health, which is part of what sparked the state-level investigation.  Dr. Edler 
made numerous allegations from medicine dosing errors across EMS protocols, IV certifications missing 
signatures, and her biggest concern she said is some falsified EMT credentials and certifications.  The 
acting County Administrator Amy Lovoy announced she’s bringing in an outside party next week to 
assess the entire Public Safety Department.  She said that person will be former County Public Safety 
Director Janice Kilgore, who worked with the County for 36 years.  Commissioners Jeff Bergosh and 
Robert Bender, during Thursday’s meeting, said they want to see the Florida Department of Health 
complete its investigation before taking any direct actions.   

 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/29/19 09:00PM/2.2 minutes News             ***** 
      on WFGX 

***** Escambia County commissioners have selected Janice Gilley as Escambia County's new 
administrator.  This comes at a crucial time for the county, amid several recent resignations of 
department heads and an ongoing Florida Department of Health investigation into EMS.  That 
investigation is looking into allegations made by the county’s own medical director detailing multiple 
issues within the department, including the falsification of some EMT credentials.  In recent weeks the 
county has faced resignations from its fire and EMS chief, public safety director, HR director and 
assistant and interim county administrators.  Gilley is currently the associate vice president of external 
affairs at University of West Florida. 

 
6. Full Measure with 05/05/19 12:30PM/10 min. Public Affairs            ****** 
    Sharyl Attkisson 
****** This week, we presented a report on how the federal government is helping pay for damages to 
flood-ravaged areas. 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/08/19 09:00PM/1-minute News          ******* 
      on WFGX 

******* Don Arias at the Tyndall Air Force Base says President Trump will take a tour with the base 
commander- and look at some of the remaining damage from Hurricane Michael.  Arias says the 
commander will address what still needs to be repaired and any financial issues they’re facing.  Arias 
says so far, the base has obligated $300 million for repairs but now they’re looking for money to rebuild.  
Senators Marco Rubio and Rick Scott are also on their way to the base.  Sen. Rubio has been a big 
proponent on disaster relief funding after the storm, however, the big question remains - will President 
Trump address that funding today?  After President Trump completes his tour of Tyndall Air Force Base, 
he will head to Panama City Beach where he’ll hold his 2020 re-election rally tonight at 7 p.m. CDT. 
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8. Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/17/19 09:00PM/1.8 minutes News         ******** 
      on WFGX 

******** During Thursday’s Escambia County Board of Commissioners meeting, commissioners finalized 
the contract for incoming County Administrator Janice Gilley.  According to the final contract obtained by 
Channel 3 News, Gilley will make $185,000 salary with a $500 monthly car allowance and usual health 
and retirement benefits.  In comparison, her predecessor, Jack Brown, took over in 2014 as administrator 
with around a $150,000 salary and left his position with a $191,000 salary.  Brown had previous 
experience as a county administrator, Gilley does not, but there are many different factors, unknown in 
this case, that can contribute to salary negotiations.  Chairman Lumon May said the county was looking 
for a salary between $170,000-$190,000.  Gilley will have several issues to deal with immediately, from a 
Florida Department of Health investigation into EMS to several recent high-level resignations.  May sees 
those resignations as a chance for Gilley to get a fresh start and build the best team for her.  “She will 
have the opportunity … to shape the future of the county for the next 20 to 25 years,” May explained. 

 
9. Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/21/19 09:00PM/1.8 minutes News       ********* 
      on WFGX 
********* With a $4 toll each way for cars, the Mid-Bay Bridge isn’t cheap.  Okaloosa County 
commissioners would like to see some relief for those that use it daily.  “Employers should give a voucher 
to workers that come across the bridge daily,” said Commissioner Carolyn Ketchell.  “Maybe Okaloosa 
Transit could provide a direct bus back and forth twice a day.”  The Bridge Authority says tolls get annual 
reviews based on revenues and right now many who use the bridge still get away without paying.  "We 
lose 20 percent of our revenue from non-payment,” said Gordon Fornell with Mid-Bay Bridge Authority.  
Those without the annual SunPass beat the system if tags are obstructed by dirt or things like bike racks, 
but it is out-of-towners driving in the SunPass line – then ignoring mailed notices to pay up - that are the 
bigger problem.  Commissioner Graham Fountain, who worked for the Department of Transportation, 
suggests looking into how to track violators.  "We had cooperative agreements with every state.  If a 
driver or co-owner didn't pay their fee, we sent it to the state and suspended their driver’s license.”  There 
is nothing in place to do that now, but the Bridge Authority promises to consider all options. 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/31/19 09:00PM/1.8 minutes News               *10 
      on WFGX 
*10 Summer vacation began Friday for students in Santa Rosa and Okaloosa counties, but in one 
community that coincides with the recent closing of a neighborhood park.  The Sylvania Heights 
Community, just outside of the Fort Walton Beach city limits, has one park.  It’s a half-acre on formerly 
church-owned land that was on a 20-year lease to the county.  It now belongs to Opportunity Place, a 
shelter for women and families.  Their plans do not include keeping the park.  It’s a concern of those who 
live nearby.  The shelter cites rundown equipment safety concerns as reasons for recently shutting the 
park down. "We are concerned about the children in the community, it's a liability,” said Opportunity 
Place’s Executive Director Debra McDaniel.  With the park lease expiring, the county must review its 
options - negotiating a new lease and fixing up this park or building a new park.  Okaloosa County 
Commissioner Trey Goodwin says the county is working on a solution.  Organizers of the Save Our Park 
effort are encouraging citizens to contact commissioners.  There is a demonstration near the park 
scheduled for Saturday, June 8, at 4 p.m.  The county hopes to schedule a community meeting about the 
park in the next few weeks. 
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11. Channel 3 News at 9PM 06/11/19 09:00PM/1.2 minutes News               *11 
      on WFGX 
*11 There are new developments in connection to the controversial TPO issue in Milton.  The city council 
voted to remove Mayor Heather Lindsay from a seat on the Transportation Planning Organization Board. 
 It’s been a debated topic since Lindsay accepted an assistant city attorney position with Pensacola.  
Lindsay went on record saying she would resign from the TPO to avoid any perceived conflict of interest. 
 She planned to step down after she started her new job later in June. That would keep her on the board 
through Wednesday’s TPO meeting, something some councilmembers had a problem with.  They made 
a motion to add the issue to Tuesday night’s agenda.  Mayor Lindsay vetoed the council’s decision.  
Councilmembers then voted to override that veto.  Councilwoman Mary Ellen Johnson will be Milton’s 
new representative on the TPO board. 
 
 
12. Channel 3 News at 9PM 06/14/19 09:00PM/2.1 minutes News               *12 
      on WFGX 

*12 Florida Governor Ron DeSantis has signed a controversial bill into law, banning sanctuary cities 
across the state.  He signed the bill in front of a crowd of supporters and next to some of his Republican 
lawmaker colleagues in Okaloosa County Friday morning.  "Sanctuary cities" are cities that do not 
cooperate with federal immigration authorities, particularly regarding undocumented inmates.  Gov. 
DeSantis said the law is about the rule of law and public safety.  He was joined by Congressman Matt 
Gaetz and Senator Doug Broxson - who praised his efforts.  However, the signing wasn’t done without 
protests.  Outside the event, a small group of protesters held signs reading things like “Immigrants make 
America Great.”  We talked to a protester named Aliza Sager about her position.  “They're asking for our 
local tax dollars to go and fund the police to act as a hand of the federal government instead of to act as 
the police for this area,” Sager said.  Okaloosa County Commissioner Graham Fountain said this was the 
first time a governor signed a bill within the county. The new law is expected to be contested in court. 

 
 
13. Channel 3 News at 9PM 06/17/19 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News               *13 
      on WFGX 

*13 The architecture firm SCAPE made their first presentation to the Pensacola City Council about how 
to better connect the downtown area with the waterfront.  After months of getting input from the 
community they have identified two key projects that will transform the downtown area: Bruce Beach and 
the Hashtag Connector.  Gene Worth with SCAPE said that they want to create Bruce Beach into a 
destination by adding in more amenities.  They want to commemorate the African American history and 
heritage in the area with an education center.  They also want to add more picnic areas, a learning 
garden and kayak storage.  Councilwoman Jewel Cannada-Wynn expressed the importance of having 
the center surrounded around education instead of just a community center.  The second project is the 
hashtag connector.  To make these streets more pedestrian and cyclist friendly they've suggested 
reducing the size of car lanes to make room for bike lanes and more trees.  Cedar street could become a 
shared road plaza that can easily be shut down for pedestrians during special events.  James Lima, 
Planning + Development, said the potential economic impact these projects could have in Pensacola is 
more than $13 million in new tax revenue with these new changes. 
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1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/04/19 09:00PM/2.2 minutes News                   * 
    on WFGX 

* No decision was made at Thursday night’s Escambia County Commission meeting, but it was the topic 
of a lengthy discussion.  The project designed to reduce flooding around Lake Charlene is at a standstill 
and about $2 million in federal grants is at stake.  The county and the home owner’s association have not 
been able to come to terms about a piece of property needed for the project.  The $2.1 million flood gate 
replacement for Lake Charlene would increase water flow and lower the lake level by nine inches.  That 
could prevent the flooding of the 300 homes in the area.  In January, Commissioner Doug Underhill 
sought eminent domain, so the county could take a parcel of land for an easement.  However, other 
commissioners would not support that.  The HOA has proposed an easement agreement, but the county 
attorney said because of the stipulations in the plan, they can’t go along with the terms.  The project is 
supposed to be finished by next March under terms of the FEMA grant.  Underhill said if the HOA and the 
county can’t come to an agreement soon, they could lose the federal money.   

 
 
2. Full Measure with 04/07/19 12:30PM/10 min. Public Affairs                 ** 
    Sharyl Attkisson 
** Full Measure is a broadcast focusing on investigative, original and accountability reporting. The show 
format includes a major investigative piece each week on topics ranging from immigration issues at home 
and abroad, government waste, national security concerns and vulnerabilities, whistleblower reports on 
government abuse and misdeeds.  This week, we presented a report on how farmers feel about the 
Trump tariffs. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/08/19 09:00PM/2.7 minutes News                *** 
    on WFGX 

*** Pensacola Mayor Grover Robinson says it is an issue that could take years to fix and is even calling 
out some of the prior work as inadequate.  "We're stuck with drainage problems and we have no money," 
said Robinson.  For years, any time there has been heavy rain, the downtown area floods.  According to 
a city spokesperson, last year the city spent nearly $18 million to resurface more than 2,000 blocks of city 
roads.  "The city did a lot of resurfacing work without thinking about what they are going to do with 
drainage,” Mayor Robinson said.  Mayor Robinson says the main issue is that these things take time and 
money to expand and fix.  He says it’s something the city doesn’t have in their budget right now.  "That's 
going to cost millions of dollars.  We've taken basically eight more years of our gas tax money and we 
spent it all on that resurfacing project that was done in prior administration," said Robinson.  Business 
owners say although the city has done work to improve roads in the area there should be more done to 
stop the overflow of rainwater. 

 



(page 2) 
 

ISSUE/description:  1. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS.  President Trump; Governor DeSantis; 
Florida legislature and politics; local political issues; extreme partisan 
politics;2020 Presidential election. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 

 
Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 

4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/11/19 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News              **** 
    on WFGX 

**** The Escambia County Commissioners are demanding answers after an internal complaint was made 
against Escambia County EMS by its medical director.  The internal complaint and investigation was the 
first thing brought up at Thursday’s Commissioners workshop.  Several Commissioners demanded action 
following our Channel 3 Investigation bringing the issues to light.  Channel 3 News obtained a letter 
written by Medical Director Dr. Rayme Edler; the County said it received the complaint and forwarded it to 
the Florida Department of Health, which is part of what sparked the state-level investigation.  Dr. Edler 
made numerous allegations from medicine dosing errors across EMS protocols, IV certifications missing 
signatures, and her biggest concern she said is some falsified EMT credentials and certifications.  The 
acting County Administrator Amy Lovoy announced she’s bringing in an outside party next week to 
assess the entire Public Safety Department.  She said that person will be former County Public Safety 
Director Janice Kilgore, who worked with the County for 36 years.  Commissioners Jeff Bergosh and 
Robert Bender, during Thursday’s meeting, said they want to see the Florida Department of Health 
complete its investigation before taking any direct actions.   

 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/29/19 09:00PM/2.2 minutes News             ***** 
      on WFGX 

***** Escambia County commissioners have selected Janice Gilley as Escambia County's new 
administrator.  This comes at a crucial time for the county, amid several recent resignations of 
department heads and an ongoing Florida Department of Health investigation into EMS.  That 
investigation is looking into allegations made by the county’s own medical director detailing multiple 
issues within the department, including the falsification of some EMT credentials.  In recent weeks the 
county has faced resignations from its fire and EMS chief, public safety director, HR director and 
assistant and interim county administrators.  Gilley is currently the associate vice president of external 
affairs at University of West Florida. 

 
6. Full Measure with 05/05/19 12:30PM/10 min. Public Affairs            ****** 
    Sharyl Attkisson 
****** This week, we presented a report on how the federal government is helping pay for damages to 
flood-ravaged areas. 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/08/19 09:00PM/1-minute News          ******* 
      on WFGX 

******* Don Arias at the Tyndall Air Force Base says President Trump will take a tour with the base 
commander- and look at some of the remaining damage from Hurricane Michael.  Arias says the 
commander will address what still needs to be repaired and any financial issues they’re facing.  Arias 
says so far, the base has obligated $300 million for repairs but now they’re looking for money to rebuild.  
Senators Marco Rubio and Rick Scott are also on their way to the base.  Sen. Rubio has been a big 
proponent on disaster relief funding after the storm, however, the big question remains - will President 
Trump address that funding today?  After President Trump completes his tour of Tyndall Air Force Base, 
he will head to Panama City Beach where he’ll hold his 2020 re-election rally tonight at 7 p.m. CDT. 
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8. Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/17/19 09:00PM/1.8 minutes News         ******** 
      on WFGX 

******** During Thursday’s Escambia County Board of Commissioners meeting, commissioners finalized 
the contract for incoming County Administrator Janice Gilley.  According to the final contract obtained by 
Channel 3 News, Gilley will make $185,000 salary with a $500 monthly car allowance and usual health 
and retirement benefits.  In comparison, her predecessor, Jack Brown, took over in 2014 as administrator 
with around a $150,000 salary and left his position with a $191,000 salary.  Brown had previous 
experience as a county administrator, Gilley does not, but there are many different factors, unknown in 
this case, that can contribute to salary negotiations.  Chairman Lumon May said the county was looking 
for a salary between $170,000-$190,000.  Gilley will have several issues to deal with immediately, from a 
Florida Department of Health investigation into EMS to several recent high-level resignations.  May sees 
those resignations as a chance for Gilley to get a fresh start and build the best team for her.  “She will 
have the opportunity … to shape the future of the county for the next 20 to 25 years,” May explained. 

 
9. Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/21/19 09:00PM/1.8 minutes News       ********* 
      on WFGX 
********* With a $4 toll each way for cars, the Mid-Bay Bridge isn’t cheap.  Okaloosa County 
commissioners would like to see some relief for those that use it daily.  “Employers should give a voucher 
to workers that come across the bridge daily,” said Commissioner Carolyn Ketchell.  “Maybe Okaloosa 
Transit could provide a direct bus back and forth twice a day.”  The Bridge Authority says tolls get annual 
reviews based on revenues and right now many who use the bridge still get away without paying.  "We 
lose 20 percent of our revenue from non-payment,” said Gordon Fornell with Mid-Bay Bridge Authority.  
Those without the annual SunPass beat the system if tags are obstructed by dirt or things like bike racks, 
but it is out-of-towners driving in the SunPass line – then ignoring mailed notices to pay up - that are the 
bigger problem.  Commissioner Graham Fountain, who worked for the Department of Transportation, 
suggests looking into how to track violators.  "We had cooperative agreements with every state.  If a 
driver or co-owner didn't pay their fee, we sent it to the state and suspended their driver’s license.”  There 
is nothing in place to do that now, but the Bridge Authority promises to consider all options. 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/31/19 09:00PM/1.8 minutes News               *10 
      on WFGX 
*10 Summer vacation began Friday for students in Santa Rosa and Okaloosa counties, but in one 
community that coincides with the recent closing of a neighborhood park.  The Sylvania Heights 
Community, just outside of the Fort Walton Beach city limits, has one park.  It’s a half-acre on formerly 
church-owned land that was on a 20-year lease to the county.  It now belongs to Opportunity Place, a 
shelter for women and families.  Their plans do not include keeping the park.  It’s a concern of those who 
live nearby.  The shelter cites rundown equipment safety concerns as reasons for recently shutting the 
park down. "We are concerned about the children in the community, it's a liability,” said Opportunity 
Place’s Executive Director Debra McDaniel.  With the park lease expiring, the county must review its 
options - negotiating a new lease and fixing up this park or building a new park.  Okaloosa County 
Commissioner Trey Goodwin says the county is working on a solution.  Organizers of the Save Our Park 
effort are encouraging citizens to contact commissioners.  There is a demonstration near the park 
scheduled for Saturday, June 8, at 4 p.m.  The county hopes to schedule a community meeting about the 
park in the next few weeks. 
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11. Channel 3 News at 9PM 06/11/19 09:00PM/1.2 minutes News               *11 
      on WFGX 
*11 There are new developments in connection to the controversial TPO issue in Milton.  The city council 
voted to remove Mayor Heather Lindsay from a seat on the Transportation Planning Organization Board. 
 It’s been a debated topic since Lindsay accepted an assistant city attorney position with Pensacola.  
Lindsay went on record saying she would resign from the TPO to avoid any perceived conflict of interest. 
 She planned to step down after she started her new job later in June. That would keep her on the board 
through Wednesday’s TPO meeting, something some councilmembers had a problem with.  They made 
a motion to add the issue to Tuesday night’s agenda.  Mayor Lindsay vetoed the council’s decision.  
Councilmembers then voted to override that veto.  Councilwoman Mary Ellen Johnson will be Milton’s 
new representative on the TPO board. 
 
 
12. Channel 3 News at 9PM 06/14/19 09:00PM/2.1 minutes News               *12 
      on WFGX 

*12 Florida Governor Ron DeSantis has signed a controversial bill into law, banning sanctuary cities 
across the state.  He signed the bill in front of a crowd of supporters and next to some of his Republican 
lawmaker colleagues in Okaloosa County Friday morning.  "Sanctuary cities" are cities that do not 
cooperate with federal immigration authorities, particularly regarding undocumented inmates.  Gov. 
DeSantis said the law is about the rule of law and public safety.  He was joined by Congressman Matt 
Gaetz and Senator Doug Broxson - who praised his efforts.  However, the signing wasn’t done without 
protests.  Outside the event, a small group of protesters held signs reading things like “Immigrants make 
America Great.”  We talked to a protester named Aliza Sager about her position.  “They're asking for our 
local tax dollars to go and fund the police to act as a hand of the federal government instead of to act as 
the police for this area,” Sager said.  Okaloosa County Commissioner Graham Fountain said this was the 
first time a governor signed a bill within the county. The new law is expected to be contested in court. 

 
 
13. Channel 3 News at 9PM 06/17/19 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News               *13 
      on WFGX 

*13 The architecture firm SCAPE made their first presentation to the Pensacola City Council about how 
to better connect the downtown area with the waterfront.  After months of getting input from the 
community they have identified two key projects that will transform the downtown area: Bruce Beach and 
the Hashtag Connector.  Gene Worth with SCAPE said that they want to create Bruce Beach into a 
destination by adding in more amenities.  They want to commemorate the African American history and 
heritage in the area with an education center.  They also want to add more picnic areas, a learning 
garden and kayak storage.  Councilwoman Jewel Cannada-Wynn expressed the importance of having 
the center surrounded around education instead of just a community center.  The second project is the 
hashtag connector.  To make these streets more pedestrian and cyclist friendly they've suggested 
reducing the size of car lanes to make room for bike lanes and more trees.  Cedar street could become a 
shared road plaza that can easily be shut down for pedestrians during special events.  James Lima, 
Planning + Development, said the potential economic impact these projects could have in Pensacola is 
more than $13 million in new tax revenue with these new changes. 


