
 

TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WFGX-TV 
Location:           Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2013     
 
ISSUE/description:    4. THE ECONOMY.  The continuing effects of the recent recession; 

effects of the government shutdown; unemployment; a high level of 
dependency on the Navy and Tourism; development of new industry 
such as the extension of Florida casino gambling; and the effect of 
multiple hurricanes on our local economy. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
1.  Channel 3 News at 9PM  10/01/13 09:04PM/2 minutes News                   * 
 On WFGX 
 
* Channel 3’s Kavontae Smalls reported live from a local gas station on how the government 
shutdown is having a ripple effect throughout the economy, including at the gas pump.  The price of 
oil has been dropping for weeks, and consumers are now paying less for gasoline.  
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News at 9PM  10/07/13 09:00PM/3 minutes News                 ** 
     On WFGX 
  
** Christina Leavenworth reported live from Navarre Beach from the site where the former Holiday 
Inn was destroyed by Hurricanes Ivan.  The beach lost the crowd of weekenders who came to the 
beach for a day or two.  Santa Rosa County Commissioners could vote this week to put a new hotel 
there.  Holiday Inn owes 9 years of back taxes on the property, about 2.9 million dollars, but they 
want the county to forgive some of that debt before they rebuild.  Local homeowners want them to 
pay the back taxes, because the government didn’t forgive their taxes for rebuilding or repairs.  The 
hotel owners say the new hotel will be huge for the local economy, creating 75 new jobs and bringing 
in 1.4 million dollars in bed taxes.  A vote could happen as early as Thursday.   
 
 
3.  Channel 3 News at 9PM  10/15/13 09:04PM/2 minutes News                *** 
     On WFGX 
  
*** We updated viewers on today’s efforts in Congress to reopen the Government and avoid a default 
on Federal bills.  Senate leaders were working on a bipartisan deal that would extend the nation’s 
credit limit to February 7, 2014.  Wall Street worried about the chances for this deal, and the markets 
closed down for the day.  On credit rating agency put the USA triple-A credit rating under review for a 
possible downgrade.   
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4.  Channel 3 News at 9PM  10/17/13 09:00PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                       **** 
     On WFGX 
 
**** We reported on today’s reopening of the Federal Government, with local bases and museums 
opening again and furloughed workers going back to work.  But the shutdown cost the nation’s 
economy an estimated 24 billion dollars, and the 11

th
 hour deal didn’t address any of the spending 

and deficit issues that divide Republicans and Democrats.  President Obama scolded Congress on 
the self-inflicted crisis that set our economy back at a critical time when the economic recovery is 
demanding more jobs and more momentum. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM  10/21/13 09:04AM/2 minutes News             ***** 
    On WFGX 
  
***** Reporter Kalie Desimone joined us from Niceville at the site of a new Publix Supermarket that 
will open in Okaloosa County in just a few months.  The new grocery and pharmacy will bring 110 to 
120 new jobs to the Niceville area and will boost the local economy. 
 
 
6.  Channel 3 News at 9PM  10/21/13 09:02PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                    ****** 
     On WFGX 
 
****** Amber Southard reported from Santa Rosa County that Commissioners will vote Thursday on 
whether to approve an extra $150,000 for the Public Works Department to catch up on road repairs.  
The county cut funds to repair and repave roads in 2007 in an effort to save money, but now that the 
economy is bouncing back, they’re asking to tap a reserve fund from the county’s gas tax to repair 
and improve the roads.  Amber interviewed local residents who say the poor road conditions are 
dragging down the local economy.   
 
 
7.  Channel 3 News at 9PM  10/31/13 09:11AM/2 minutes News          ******* 
     On WFGX 
 
******* Florida lawmakers are still trying to decide whether to expand gaming in the state, and one 
study shows it would boost the economy.  But reporter Will Kennedy interviewed one of the most 
outspoken opponents of that idea, one who already has a large chunk of the gambling money. 
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8.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/14/13 09:06PM/2 minutes News         ******** 
     On WFGX 
 
******** Reporter Will Kennedy interviewed local residents for their views on the proposed expansion 
of casino gambling in Florida.  Some were concerned of the dangers to society and gambling 
addiction, plus one study that showed it would not help the economy.  Others felt it would be good for 
tourism and the economy.  If approved by the state legislature, it’s probable that a casino could be 
placed here in the panhandle, and the Muscogee Tribe is already moving toward securing a casino in 
Walton County through Native American gaming legislation.  Local residents can still comment on the 
topic at the FLSenate.gov website. 
 
 
9.  Channel 3 News at 9PM  11/20/13 09:03PM/2 minutes News       ********* 
  On WFGX 
 
********* We reported on the Navy’s Blue Angels being cleared to resume air shows in 2014, and 
people are quickly booking hotel rooms for the Pensacola Beach air show next July.  A lot of 
businesses depend on that major weekend to get them through a lull after Labor Day, and the loss of 
the event this year due to the sequester was a blow to the beach economy.  Some hotels are 
reporting that all their rooms facing the Gulf are already sold out, and the RV Resort was booked up 
just 2 days after it was announced the Blues would return. 
 
 
10.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/26/13 09:00PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                       *10 
       On WFGX 
 
*10. Amber Southard reported from Santa Rosa County on the increase in construction sites as the 
economy bounces back.  Last Thursday the Navarre Chamber showed off one of their newest 
subdivisions, “The Gates at Soundside”.  Many residents are pleased to see new homes showing up 
all over the county as good for the economy, but worry about losing the small community 
environment. 
 
 
11.  Channel 3 News at 9PM  11/30/2013 09:08PM/2 minutes News               *11 
       On WFGX 
  
*11 Kavontae Smalls reported from downtown Pensacola and downtown Milton about “Small 
Business Saturday”, a program started in 2010 by American Express to steer shoppers to mom-and-
pop type stores in local communities.  We showed many of the products that can be found only in 
these local businesses, and interviewed local businessmen who reported that the turnout has been 
impressive.  The money goes into the local economy, and mostly stays local. 
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12.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/03/2013 09:06PM/2 minutes News               *12 
       On WFGX 
  
*12 Will Kennedy reported that this year’s “Hangout Music Festival” in Gulf Shores, AL, pumped 
millions of dollars into the area economy, according to a study by Auburn University.  Researchers 
found the 3-day event generated about $31 million for businesses dealing with lodging, food and 
entertainment.  The city said data from the study will help Festival organizers to do an even better 
with the 2014 Festival in May. 
 
 
13.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/05/2013 09:00PM/2 minutes News               *13 
  On WFGX 
 
*13 Rob Brown reported from Navarre on a new project called “The Sound on Navarre Beach”, where 
construction is expected to begin by the end of December on a 250-unit luxury apartment complex on 
a 26-acre plot west of the Navarre bridge.  The project will create around 800 local jobs, and the 
Developer says the entire Northwest Florida economy will be helped significantly. 
 
 
14.  Channel 3 News at 6PM  12/09/2013 09:03PM/2 minutes News               *14 
  
*14 We updated viewers on the trip by a 30-member delegation from Northwest Florida in Europe 
now for a 2-day aerospace conference, as they try to convince aircraft companies to move here to 
provide support products and services for the new Airbus Assembly Plant being built in Mobile, AL.  
The delegation reported that it may be five to seven years before the Pensacola area sees any of 
these companies moving here. 
 
15.  Channel 3 News at 9APM 12/13/13 09:04PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                       *15 
       On WFGX 
 
*15 Kavontae Smalls reported from Santa Rosa County about construction on the new June Ates 
Arena being built here.  The equestrian center and facilities are hurricane proof, and can be used for 
disaster recover, plus a host of other events from car shows to music concerts, thus having huge 
potential to boost the local economy.  Jason Kimbrell of the Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce said 
the arena will place Milton and Santa Rosa County on the map and set the stage for future 
opportunities in the area. 
 
16.  Facing Florida 12/15/13 11:30AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                       *16 
 
*16 Visit Florida’s Will Seccombe discussed the economic impact that Florida’s beaches have on 
both local and state economies.    


