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1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/14/14 09:00PM/3 minutes News                   * 
    On WFGX 

* It's been nearly four and a half years since the deep horizon oil rig exploded in the Gulf.  And Northwest 

Florida cities and counties have yet to see any of the money that BP and Transocean were forced to pay 

in fines.  Federal officials have now laid out the rules to get "restore act" money to the communities 

damaged by the oil spill.  Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas qualify to receive the money, as 

well as the 23 Florida Gulf Coast communities.  It's different from the money that will be used to fund the 

ferry project and fish hatcheries we told you about earlier this month.  Federal officials are asking each 

community for a master plan for use of the money.  Commissioner Grover Robinson says much is 

dependent on getting that plan right.  In late August, Escambia County hired a consultant firm to study 

long term opportunities such as water quality, tourism and community infrastructure.  Robinson said the 

plan will dictate how that money will be spent 16 years into the future.  Escambia County's plan could be 

finished in 18 months.  Santa Rosa County expects their plan to finish in the summer.  And Okaloosa 

expects to have their complete in the early months of next year. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/17/14 09:04PM/2 minutes News                 ** 
    On WFGX 

** Pensacola councilman Charles Bare is working to update the city's zoning laws, to keep probation and 

parole offices out of neighborhoods.  The potential update stems from a controversy that occurred earlier 

this year in the North Hill community when a probation and parole office from Davis Highway tried to 

move there. After community protests and a meeting with the mayor and governor Rick Scott, the move 

was canceled.  The zoning update would restrict those offices to only industrial and manufactured-zoned 

areas.  Parole offices would also have to get approval to move from city council.  
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/23/14 09:01AM/2 minutes News                *** 
    On WFGX 

*** Pensacola City Council had a productive meeting tonight.  They approved buying two land parcels to 

enhance a stormwater treatment facility at Corrine Jones Park.  The stormwater pond would capture and 

treat stormwater runoff from 40 acres in downtown Pensacola.  It would also spruce up the park by 

adding walking trails for runners and improve the overall landscape.  They also agreed to go forward with 

public hearings about adopting an ordinance to keep probation and parole offices out of residential 

neighborhoods, and approved a grant agreement between the city and the Florida Department of 

Transportation in the amount of 1.3 million dollars for the ferry landing project.  The ferry system would 

connect Pensacola Beach with the Fort Pickens area and National Seashore. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/29/14 09:02PM/2 minutes News            ****** 
    On WFGX 
 

****** The Florida Department of Transportation wants to replace the Pensacola Bay Bridge and make it 

bigger. Right now, the bridge is about 64 feet wide, but FDOT wants to make the new bridge more than 

130 feet wide. Gulf Breeze City Manager, Buzz Eddy, says he will present FDOT’s proposal on how it will 

impact a city park at Wednesday’s City Council meeting. "The impact to Wayside Park would be 

significant. What they plan to do is to allow the bridge to be higher, which would allow cars to go back 

and forth under the bridge. There will be more parking spaces, they will repave the parking lot, and there 

will be an entrance to the road on the sides."  Eddy says this will keep drivers from having to cross 

Highway 98, making it safer for the park and traffic.  The city will vote Monday whether to endorse the 

park plan. Eddy says after the Federal Highway Administration selects a final plan for the new bridge, 

they will begin construction as soon as possible, either late 2016 or early 2017, with completion in 2021 

or 2022.  Once construction begins, the park will be closed the majority of the time.  
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/29/14 09:05PM/3 minutes News             ***** 
    On WFGX 
 

***** Yesterday, the city of Fort Walton Beach held a public meeting between business owners and 

residents to consider changes to the new entertainment district downtown, created 5 months ago with the 

goal of bringing business downtown.  A number of business owners said they've experienced a 

noticeable uptick in business since the district opened.  But a few residents said it's come at the cost of 

the peace and quiet in a long established neighborhood.  The biggest issues were about the noise from 

bars and restaurants, and the closing of Brooks Street for large events.  But for the most part, everyone 

seemed willing to work towards a common ground.  The city said they wanted to make one thing clear 

before the meeting started; they are not looking to get rid of the entertainment district.  They were only 

looking for ideas on how to make it better for everyone who is connected to it.  They'll evaluate all the 

suggestions before proposing any changes at a later date. 

 

 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/10/14 09:00PM/1 minute News            ****** 
    On WFGX 
 

****** The Florida Department of Transportation is scheduled to choose which of three companies will 

study the aging Brooks Bridge in Okaloosa County on Monday.  Engineers are competing to conduct a 

two-part project development and environmental study.  In June, Governor Rick Scott signed a bill that 

would give 3.5 million dollars in funding toward studying the best way to replace the 50-year-old bridge.  

Scott also authorized 3 million dollars to study a possible alternative bridge route from Fort Walton Beach 

to Okaloosa Island.  The company chosen to do the study will handle both projects.  The studies could 

take anywhere between three to four years to complete. 
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7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/13/14 09:00PM/2 minutes News          ******* 
    On WFGX 
 

******* The Northwest Florida Water Management District has awarded almost eight million dollars in 

grants to water supply projects across the area.  In Escambia County, Emerald Coast Utilities Authority 

will get $425,000 to build a ground storage tank and pump station to expand the Pensacola Beach 

reclaimed water system.  This project is expected to reduce wastewater discharge into Santa Rosa 

sound.  The town of Century will get $44,500 to conduct a water leak survey of the town's distribution 

system.  In Okaloosa County, Fort Walton Beach will receive $482,000 for a reclaimed water system 

improvement project.  $40,000 will go to Destin for a West Destin water supply analysis.  And Holt Water 

Works will get $8,700 for an interconnection project.  In Santa Rosa County, Holley-Navarre will get 

almost $300,000 to replace water lines.  And $124,000 is allocated for a Fairpoint Region utility system 

well and transmission line. 

 

 
8. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/02/14 09:03PM/3 minutes News         ******** 
    On WFGX 
 

******** The Florida Department of Transportation is looking for public input on the agency’s proposal to 

improve U.S. 90/Nine Mile Road. FDOT says more than 24,000 vehicles use Nine Mile Road from Pine 

Forest Road to U.S. 29 every day. They expect more vehicles to use the road in the future, so they want 

to make these improvements as soon as possible.  FDOT is looking to widen that section of Nine Mile 

from two lanes to four lanes, add sidewalks, improve drainage, and construct various safety upgrades 

along the corridor to meet current standards set by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  There will 

also be traffic signal modifications and the construction of storm water drainage treatment facilities.  We 

interviewed business owners along the corridor, all of whom welcome the proposed upgrade.  FDOT says 

the proposed project will begin in 2016. They estimate it will take about two years to complete.  The 

public meeting starts at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 2, 2014 at Plainview Baptist Church, 1101 

West Nine Mile Road, Pensacola.  Representatives from FDOT will be available to discuss proposed 

improvements, answer questions and receive comments. 

 

 

 


