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Issue/description:   4. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 
   handicapped, indigent care, medical trends and breakthroughs. 
                                                                 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
  Title              Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
1.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/13/05 07:08PM/2 minutes News                   * 
     (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX) 
 
* Sacred Heart Hospital is looking for a few good women... and men.  It's hosting its annual Medical 
Career Fair, giving health care workers an opportunity to look at employment possibilities with Sacred 
Heart.  Representatives from various departments, including children's services, Neonatal ICU and 
Pediatric ICU, were on hand to answer questions.  Debbie Bostic, Sr. VP of Operations said the 
organization is growing and has added a lot of new services throughout the year, and are going to 
continue to add services in the future too.  They want to insure that they have adequate staffing in 
order to take care of their patients.  The career fair continues tomorrow 
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/15/05 07:02PM/2 minutes News                  ** 
     (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX) 
 
** Laps throughout the night will help raise money for the American Cancer Society.  Candle bags 
with the names of people who have died of cancer line the track at Pace's first Relay for Life event.  
22 teams will be doing laps at the high school until 11:30 Saturday morning.  The teams have been 
raising money since September.  Everything they've raised will help fund cancer research and 
treatment.  The walkers include cancer survivors and families of those who died of cancer.  The 
event is in memory of former Pace teacher and guidance counselor Byanthia McAndrew, who died 
last May after battling cancer for 18 months.  Organizers say their goal for the relay was 40-thousand 
dollars.  But, before the event started, they had already raised 45-thousand.  Several more Relay for 
Life events will be held throughout the area in coming weeks. 
 
3.  3 in the Morning 04/18/05 08:33AM/2 minutes News                 *** 
     (airs tape-delayed to 8AM on WFGX) 
 
*** People with a serious disease now have a place to go to learn more about the ailment.  Saturday 
afternoon, the Sickle Cell Disease Association of Escarosa cut the ribbon at its new offices in 
Pensacola.  In the past, the group didn't have a headquarters, now people with sickle cell disease 
can come to the offices to find out more about the disease and how to treat it.  Sickle cell is most 
common in the African American community.  It affects red blood cells and can cause a variety of 
health problems.  Officials say their new offices allow people access to vital resources in a 
centralized location.  It offers a place where people can volunteer and work to reach out to victims of 
the disease.   
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4.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 05/09/05 11:03PM/2 minutes News                **** 
     (airs tape-delayed to 11PM on WFGX) 
 
**** The construction phase began Monday for a project years in the making.  Federal and local 
officials broke ground for an ambulatory care clinic for veterans, a joint project between the Veterans 
Affairs and Defense Departments.  Veterans Affairs Secretary Jim Nicholson and Congressman Jeff 
Miller spoke at the groundbreaking ceremony.  Miller has been a great supporter of the project in 
Washington.  Completion of the ambulatory care clinic is expected to take about two years. 

In a second story, we reported that the number of children in the United States diagnosed with 
Autism has skyrocketed in the last decade, for a 1000 percent increase in the last ten years. 
Cynthia Reeves explored the baffling disorder in a special report: "Where Did My Child Go?" 
Tonight we introduced families coping with the baffling disorder, explored the debate over the cause, 
and looked at opportunities for Autistic children to learn and grow.  Autism is a Neurological Disorder 
that causes children to experience the world differently.  The first signs usually appear as 
developmental delays before age three.  The disorder affects their ability to communicate, 
understand language, and socially interact with others.  While the debate rages on about the cause 
of Autism, one of the few things everyone in the Autistic community agrees on is the value of early 
intervention... that and lots of unconditional love.  We continued this special report the following night, 
focusing on coping with Autism long term.  

 
 
5.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/29/05 07:07PM/2 minutes News              ***** 
     (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX) 
 
***** The Centers for Disease Control recommends that all children from age 11 to college-age 
students get vaccinated against bacterial meningitis, and officials at the Escambia County Health 
Department agree.  But they warn that an immunization won't do anything for those who are already 
showing symptoms of the disease.   Dr. John Lanza/Escambia Health Dept.: "Right now it would 
probably take several weeks for it to build up immunity.  What the CDC recommends right now for 
those in close contact with actual cases is to have the preventative medication and not any vaccine 
or inoculation.  The vaccine is available at most private medical practices in the area and should be 
available soon at the health department as well. 
 
 
6.  In Focus 06/19/05 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs             ****** 
 
****** Many Americans visit their doctor only once a year for an annual physical exam.  This is usually 
a short exam, a discussion of your overall health, and some blood tests.  But there is now a unique 
program on the Gulf Coast that offers a comprehensive one-day medical evaluation called the 
“Executive Physical”.  On today’s program, Dr. Joe Story, Medical Director of the Portofino Medical 
Spa in Gulf Breeze and developer of the program, explained why he believes the program will help 
individuals to live a healthier, longer life.   
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