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Station:             WFGX 
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Quarter ending:      December 31, 2018 
 
ISSUE/description:    2. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
      Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/22/18 09:00PM/1-minute News                    * 
      on WFGX 

* Pensacola State College (PSC) announced Friday they’ll be part of the University of South 
Alabama’s (USA) Pathway USA Program.  That program will help students from Pensacola State 
transfer to South Alabama for a four-year degree.  “We know about the quality of Pensacola State and 
we know it will help us train them by continuing the quality education they got at PSC,” said USA 
President Tony Waldrop.  Pathway students will also receive discounts at USA, along with free 
admission to campus events. 

 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/29/18 09:00PM/1-minute News                  ** 
      on WFGX       

**  Students showed their coding skills in the Congressional App Challenge at the University of West 
Florida on Saturday.  Web design students from across Northwest Florida came to enter their 
programs for a shot to go to a national competition in Washington DC.  “Technology is important in 
everything we do today and students are the leaders who are developing the next defense technology 
and the next cyber security technology and even the next entertainment technology.  So, as we 
nurture these interests, young people are able to attract more businesses that creates the jobs of the 
future,” explained Rep. Matt Gaetz.  The winners from our area were Sam Cota, Josh Delameter, and 
Ethan Shelstead from Niceville High School! 

 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/07/18 09:00PM/2.3 minutes News                 *** 
      on WFGX       

*** Voters on election night passed the Escambia County School District Referendum in a nail-biting 
vote.  The measure, which will have superintendents appointed by the School Board versus being 
elected, was passed by a very slim margin, 50.36 percent to 49.64 percent according to unofficial 
totals from the Escambia County Supervisor of Elections.  This is the sixth time the issue was put 
before the voters in Escambia County.  One of the main groups pushing for appointing 
Superintendents was Yes for Escambia Schools.  One of that Political Committee’s loudest voices 
was Michelle Salzman.  She tells Channel 3 News that the referendum will allow the School Board to 
search for the best candidates to be Superintendent and allow it to look for candidates across the 
country.  Current Escambia County School Superintendent Malcolm Thomas will finish his term; the 
Board will then choose a replacement in 2020.  
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/13/18 09:00PM/2.3 minutes News                **** 
      on WFGX       

**** The University of West Florida is partnering with the Institute for Human and Machine Cognition in 
downtown Pensacola to develop a doctoral program.  It is a program for graduate students who want 
to learn more about intelligent systems and robotics.  University of West Florida President Dr. Martha 
Saunders said the program is the first of its kind in the state of Florida and one of just a few in the 
nation.  Saunders says the announcement has been three years in the making.  UWF made the 
announcement Tuesday morning after the Florida Board of Governors approved the program at its 
meeting Thursday.  Saunders said IHMC researchers will mentor students and teach them about 
robotics.  "They will go straight to work in the lab of IHMC,” added Saunders.  "We've got humanoid 
robots, we've got excess skeletons all of the way in the back- a lot of different things going on here," 
said IHMC Research Scientist Matthew Johnson.  He said the program will inspire entrepreneurial 
growth in the region and strengthen partnerships with the Department of Defense.  "IHMC has been 
really good in recruiting world class talent to the Pensacola region.  One challenge we have is that a 
lot of those people need to go back to continued education and move on to their Ph.D. from their 
master etc.  So, having that Ph.D. program will help IHMC out and that will be able to keep that talent 
local".  The intelligent systems and robotics program will be offered to students Fall 2019.   

 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/19/18 09:00PM/3.1 minutes News              ***** 
      on WFGX       

***** According to the ‘Sexual Violence Resource Center’, one in five women and one in sixteen men 
are sexually assaulted in college.  On Friday, Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos proposed new 
guidelines for colleges to handle these sexual assault and harassment cases.  DeVos said, “Every 
survivor of sexual violence must be taken seriously, and every student accused of sexual misconduct 
must know that guilt is not predetermined.”  However, critics said the changes do more to protect the 
rights of the accused and could make it more difficult for victims to prove their cases.  Karen Rentz, 
the Executive Director of the Office of Equity and Diversity at the University of West Florida, said both 
victims and the accused would be able to present witnesses and access evidence.  The changes 
would require colleges to allow cross-examinations during assault investigations and hearings.  The 
parties would not have to question each other directly, but critics said that would still re-traumatize 
victims.  University of West Florida (UWF) student Hannah Koziolek’s friend was sexually assaulted.  
She said speaking up is difficult enough.  "I know they had friends of theirs who were telling them they 
were lying and they just wanted attention. She was really hurt and she lost friends over it, telling her 
story.  It's not like she asked for that to happen to her,” said Koziolek.  Colleges would also have the 
option to require a higher burden of proof to punish the accused.  The new rules would require victims 
to report the allegations to someone who has the authority to take corrective action, not just a favorite 
teacher, for instance.  These are only proposed rules right now.  The public will have 60 days to give 
their input before they are finalized. 
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6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/18/18 09:00PM/2.1 minutes News             ****** 
      on WFGX       

****** Sixty-nine college campuses recently shut down nationwide.  This came as a shock to students 
after the Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools pulled Virginia College, LLC's 
accreditation.  Fifteen-thousand former students are feeling the closures' impact, and about 400 are 
impacted in Pensacola, including Keana Brown.  "I had goals.  I was so close to being done with this 
and reaching my ultimate goal.  It's a slap in the face," Brown said.  Brown was in the medical 
assistant program and just one class away from her externship.  "A lot of schools don't take the credits 
from Virginia College.  The only people trying to help are former teachers who were here and UWF 
[University of West Florida], so I'm trying to transfer to UWF,” she said.  As the community learned 
about the closure, local colleges like the University of West Florida, Pensacola State College, and 
Pensacola School of Massage Therapy & Health Careers have offered guidance to the displaced 
students. Channel 3 spoke with two students in the surgical technology program who say while 
Pensacola State College will take some of their credits, the program is full until 2020.  Education 
Corporation of America, who operated these schools, has since redone their website.  Now, there are 
answers to questions about transfer options and tuition recovery.  

 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/18/18 09:00PM/1-minute News            ******* 
      on WFGX       

******* On Tuesday evening, the Escambia County School Board approved a policy that would allow 
medical marijuana on district property under certain circumstances.  “If a parent received a 
prescription for their student and it had to be administered during the school day, we would allow the 
parent a private place to bring the prescription on our site and administer it to their child," 
Superintendent Malcolm Thomas explained.  Thomas explained this would only be the case if a 
caregiver could not administer the medical marijuana before or after school hours; however, Escambia 
County schools would not store the medical marijuana on campus.  "We don't want people to think 
there is medical marijuana in our clinics and break in a clinic to steal the drug.  It won't be there,” said 
Thomas.  The policy also states that school faculty or staff would not handle or administer the medical 
marijuana.  "This is really an issue that should be parent-administered,” said Thomas.  The policy 
requires the student to be on the registry and have a qualified patient identification card. 

 
 


