
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
Station:             WFGX-TV 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2005   

 
ISSUE/description:         5. HURRICANE IVAN RECOVERY.  This hurricane made landfall just west of 

Pensacola on September 16, 2004.  The destruction caused by the storm 
continued to affect many aspects of life in our area during 3rd quarter 2005, and 
will likely affect the area for some time to come. 

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                   Description 
 
1.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/05/05   07:00PM/10 minutes News                                    * 
      (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV)           

* Since Ivan, many businesses are still looking for a place to do business.  The storm destroyed an already 
limited industrial property market in our area.  We reported on how it's affecting local businesses, and those 
wanting to move here.  Ivan destroyed the building for Citi-Financial's customer service center in Ellyson Field 
Industrial Park, and now their 260 workers travel to a 40-thousand square foot facility at the Santa Rosa 
Industrial Park.  Other industries weren't as lucky.  Commercial realtor John Griffing says commercial space was 
limited before the storm.  And with Ivan wiping out a number of the older industrial buildings, some businesses 
had to shut down because they couldn't find anywhere to relocate.  Others are getting by in secondary facilities, 
waiting for something to become available.  The lack of industrial buildings has forced some businesses 
interested in coming to the Gulf Coast to look elsewhere.  Pensacola Chamber of Commerce officials say 
they've had calls from industries looking for facilities they can jump right into, but there's nothing to 
accommodate those needs.  Griffing says the shortage has just about doubled the price per square foot on 
available buildings, and has jacked up the value of undeveloped commercial land.  Despite the current situation, 
Griffing says there's hope that more space will be available, but it could be years away.  Both Santa Rosa and 
Escambia have new industrial parks, or they're working on new industrial parks, so we’ll have a lot more 
inventory than we ever had, but that'll be about three to five years from now.   

In a second story, we reported that Pensacola Beach has finished most of its berm restoration project... but just 
a few miles away, Navarre Beach hasn't even started.  County officials say they've had trouble getting the 
proper funding and permits for both berm restoration and beach renourishment.  The county engineer says 
Pensacola Beach has had an easier path to recovery because it had an engineered beach well before last 
hurricane season.  He says a berm could be in place as early as October... but beach renourishment won't be 
finished until 2006 at the earliest. 

 
 
2. Straughn & Company 07/22/05 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                                      ** 
 
**  Today’s program featured a status report from “Rebuild Northwest Florida”, the local initiative program 
formed to repair Hurricane Ivan damaged homes for the poor and elderly…those who do not have the resources 
to make the repairs themselves.  Guests discussing the activities of the organization were Greg Strader of the 
American Red Cross, Reverend Ted Traylor of Olive Baptist Church, and Tim Ehly of Rebuild Northwest Florida. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(page 2) 
 
ISSUE/description:           5. HURRICANE IVAN RECOVERY.  This hurricane made landfall just west of 

Pensacola on September 16, 2004.  The destruction caused by the storm 
continued to affect many aspects of life in our area during 3rd quarter 2005, and 
will likely affect the area for years to come. 

 
  

How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                    Description 
 
3.  3 in the Morning 08/02/05   08:07AM/3 minutes News                                  *** 
      (airs tape-delayed to 8:00AM on WFGX-TV) 
           
*** As many people on the Gulf Coast get over Hurricane Dennis... some Gulf Breeze residents are still trying to 
recover from Ivan.  Around 20 families are living in trailers bought by the City of Gulf Breeze last fall. 
The city spent $900,000 for 47 trailers.  Gulf Breeze City Manager Edwin Eddy said the plan is that people are 
able to live in the trailer until they get their homes repaired…then the city sells it at the end and everything is 
fine.  Residents pay monthly rent of $500 to $600 dollars to stay in the trailers. 
In another story, two musical acts are coming to Pensacola to help "Rebuild Northwest Florida", the organization 
formed to aid victims of Ivan who have no other resources.  Country music star Tracy Lawrence and Pensacola 
native Will Hedgecock will each put on a show for Rebuild at Pensacola’s Saenger Theatre. 
 
 
4.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 09/15/05   07:00PM/6 minutes News                                **** 
     (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
            
**** One year after Hurricane Ivan - most of the damage in Okaloosa County has been repaired, but scars are 
still visible.  When Ivan roared on shore it took most of Highway 98 between Fort Walton Beach and Destin with 
it.  The highway was repaired - only to have Hurricane Dennis wash out the road again in July.  In western 
Okaloosa County - most homes south of Highway 98 had major flood damage.  Okaloosa County Commissioner 
Don Amunds home in Emerald Pointe was flooded and had to be rebuilt.  He says dealing with the insurance 
companies and the threat of another storm led to his family moving.  Meanwhile, county officials say the county 
is more prepared now than before Ivan, with more shelter room, and a better idea of the trouble spots. 
In a second story, we reported that some senior citizens living in mobile homes are still suffering one year later.  
Representatives from the Council on Aging say their guidelines don’t allow for replacement of storm-damaged 
mobile homes.  The council says they are trying to help about a dozen seniors who are living in severely 
damaged mobile homes, but they can only use funds to remove old trailers, deliver new ones, and store the 
contents of the trailer.  Most of these seniors did not get enough money from FEMA to buy a new mobile home, 
so they’re stuck in limbo with time running out to get any kind of federal assistance. 
Millions of Americans took comfort in their faith today -- a national day of prayer and remembrance for victims of 
hurricane Katrina as declared by President Bush.  But even before Katrina hit, a special service had already 
been planned in Pensacola to remember Ivan's impact here --- one year ago today.  This morning, worshippers 
came to Olive Baptist Church for a non-denominational service of "Celebration of Faith and Ministry." 
Clergy from Escambia and Santa Rosa counties joined together at the special 7AM service to help remember 
the impact of Ivan on our families and communities, and help rekindle the spirit of helping and cooperation - in 
other states as well as here at home 
We also reported that the Department of Homeland Security announced that states which receive Katrina 
evacuees may request an emergency declaration under the Stafford Act to seek reimbursement for costs 
related to sheltering operations.  U.S. Representative Jeff Miller of Chumuckla assured local people affected by 
Hurricane Ivan that they would still be getting the assistance they need. 
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