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ISSUE/description:    5. THE ECONOMY.  The continuing effects of the recent recession; 

unemployment; a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; 
development of new industry; and the effect of hurricanes on our 
local economy. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM  10/25/17 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                   * 
    on WFGX  

* Escambia County Sheriff (ECSCO) David Morgan is addressing claims made by the county in their 
response to his budget appeal to Governor Rick Scott.  Sheriff Morgan said the county is making 
false statements. He's calling commissioners out.  He feels confident going to Gov. Scott now that 
he's reviewed the county's response to his budget appeal.  The governor's staff will now try and 
mediate between the two parties.  If no resolution is made, then Gov. Scott will step in to decide. 

 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM  10/27/17 09:00PM/3 minutes News                 ** 
    on WFGX  

** Rivalry week brings out some of the best performances of the year from area football teams, but it 
also has a significant impact on schools and local business' bottom lines.  It also means generating 
revenue to support other athletic programs at the school.  Business and economic impact extend far 
beyond the high school.  A little bit down the road, a store sells Niceville High School gear, shirts, 
hats, even banners.  Owners Steve and Lori Plourd said it's a chunk of their business.  "It kind of 
flows from the high school crowd and then they bring their parents and so the whole family is buying 
apparel and whatnot, so it is a real heavy part. It gets them in," Plourd said. 

 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM  10/27/17 09:00PM/2 minutes News                *** 
    on WFGX  

*** An aerospace company is giving new information about expanding operations in Pensacola.  VT 
Mobile Aerospace Engineering expects to bring 300 to 400 jobs to Pensacola.  VT Mae 
representative Alvin Bass said Pensacola's "rich" aviation history makes it a great location.  "We're 
looking for continued growth. We will continue to look for business opportunities to expand and grow 
our business and right now Pensacola seems to be a very favorable city and we're just excited to be 
here and we just want to continue to expose aviation for each and every aviation professional who 
has a dream of being in the field of aviation," Bass said.  Their facility is currently under construction 
at the Pensacola International Airport. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM  11/10/17 09:00PM/2 minutes News              **** 
    on WFGX  

**** The local off-season means a switch in tourism -- from the beach to downtown and the Historic 
District of Pensacola.  Businesses in Pensacola are anticipating quite the crowd this weekend due to 
the Blue Angels Homecoming Air Show and other events.  Joe Abston, owner of Tin Cow, said, "All 
of the Blue Angels shows improve business. The fact that the Blue Angels are such a part of 
Pensacola and they are really able to draw in people in all over the southeast, all over the nation, 
really, but especially to bring it home to our hub, it really drives a lot of people to the downtown area 
and it's a great weekend for us."  Nicole Stacey, Director of Marketing and Communications from 
Visit Pensacola, said that people come in from all over to see them one more time, the weather is 
much cooler than it is in July and it's family-friendly and a chance to go out, enjoy the base, the 
museum, the Blue Angels show, the lighthouse, but then everything else Pensacola has to offer. 

 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM  12/11/17 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News             ***** 
    on WFGX  

***** Okaloosa County leaders just sealed the deal on a piece of property they hope will pay big 
dividends in the future.  They believe the 1,500 acres will play a big part in the balancing act of the 
local economy, which revolves around tourism and the military base, but they hope the land will be 
used to attract heavy industry and more jobs.  "Our tourism industry is strong. Our military industry is 
strong, but those are subject to oil spills, for example, with our tourism industry," explained 
Commissioner Nathan Boyles. "We are subject to sequester when it comes to our military component 
to our economy, and so having an additional component to our economy helps you weather those 
types of stones and keep your economy strong for the duration." 

 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM  12/15/17 09:00PM/2 minutes News            ****** 
    on WFGX  

****** More than $100 million from the Triumph Gulf Coast settlement will be spent on the VT Mobile 
Aerospace Engineering (MAE) project.  The proposal has been a collaboration between city and 
county leaders that they say will have a huge economic impact on Northwest Florida.  The county has 
already invested quite a bit of money into the VT MAE facility and is pleased with the board's 
approval to use $130 million of Triumph funding to take the project to the next level.  Mayor Ashton 
Hayward has been following the project since it was introduced about seven years ago, and is 
pleased that most of the funding won't be coming from taxpayers.  The 173,000 square foot facility is 
scheduled to open next spring and will create about 400 new jobs.  A future expansion that's already 
in the talks would bring an additional 1,300 jobs.  "This is going to have a lasting effect on our 
children, our grandchildren.  It will be a pipeline for these kids that want to stay in Pensacola to get 
jobs. That’s critical because that wasn't always the case, so we should all be excited about where our 
community is going," Hayward said.  The entire project is expected to be complete by 2022.  
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7. Channel 3 News at 9PM  12/19/17 09:00PM/3 minutes News          ******* 
    on WFGX  

******* The president has promised everyone is getting tax cuts for Christmas.  Randy Sansom, a 
certified public accountant in Gulf Breeze, said the tax package is a positive thing for the average 
Northwest Floridian.  He said for a family making $60,000 to $80,000 a year, the bill would do three 
major things.  "One, I think most taxpayers are in the 15 percent tax bracket and that will be lowered 
to 12 percent for them," Sansom said.  Also, the standard deduction almost doubles for both single 
and married people.  "Lastly is the child's tax credit," Sansom said. "It's actually going to double from 
$1,000 to $2,000."  He said the tax package is not good for everyone. He said the bill would 
negatively impact the upper middle class.  Many locals interviewed are concerned that it will benefit 
the wealthy and not benefit the middle class as much. 


