
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WFGX-TV 
Location:           Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2016     
 
ISSUE/description:  1. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS.  Presidential primary race for the 2016 

election; Florida legislature and politics; local political issues; partisan 
politics. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 

 
Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 

1. Facing Florida 01/17/16 11:30AM/30 min. Public Affairs                   * 
     
* Guests: Jim Allen, CEO Seminole Gaming; Pete Dunbar, Republican lobbyist; Screven Watson, 
Democratic Lobbyist.  This week, the Seminole Compact is high on the to-do list of Florida 
legislators, even if they downplay its importance.  Then our political analysts assess the opportunities 
and pitfalls of the current legislative session. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/01/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News         ** 
    On WFGX 
 
** We provided the up-to-date results of the Iowa caucuses, with exit interviews providing insight into 
voters’ preferences. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/08/16 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                *** 
    On WFGX 
 
*** The race for President is heating up and county election offices want to make sure residents are 
registered to vote ahead of the election.  18 percent of voters in Northwest Florida won't be able to cast a 
ballot March 15 based on party affiliation alone.  Florida holds a closed primary: to participate in a 
republican primary you have to be registered republican; to participate in a democratic primary you have 
to be registered democrat.  County officials said more people are preparing for the primary.   Voters can 
request an absentee ballot, but it will need to be requested before March 9.  The deadline for voter 
registration and party changes is Feb. 16.  Questions about the process should be directed to county 
election offices. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/08/16 06:00PM/2 minutes News              **** 
    On WFGX 
**** We reported that one of Pensacola’s top fire officials is now making accusations against city hall. 
It comes after the city put the Interim Fire Chief Matt Schmidt and Deputy Fire Chief Joe Glover on paid 
administrative leave last week.  The city told Channel Three that they were put on leave because of an 
investigation regarding equal pay.  Glover has been with the fire department for nearly 27 years. He 
recently filed a complaint to the feds about unfair pay practices.  According to Glover, since he was 
promoted to Deputy Fire Chief five years ago, the city has been paying him about $6,000 less a year than 
the last two people to hold that post.  In December, he filed a complaint with the equal employment 
opportunity commission.  Glover says his boss, Matt Schmidt, has taken his side in the complaint. Glover 
thinks the city's latest move against them was for being a squeaky wheel. 



(page 2) 
 

ISSUE/description:  1. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS.  Presidential primary race for the 2016 
election; Florida legislature and politics; local political issues; partisan 
politics. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
5. Your Voice, Your Future: 03/01/16 09:00PM/60 min. Public Affairs             ***** 
      Vote 2016 
 
***** Sinclair Broadcast Group provided coverage of the Super Tuesday primary elections from the 
studios of WJLA-TV in Washington.  
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/01/16 09:00PM/3 minutes News            ****** 
    On WFGX 
 
****** We reported the results of the Alabama primaries today. 
 
 
7. Facing Florida 03/06/16 02:06AM/30 min. Public Affairs          ******* 
     
******* As Marco Rubio faces a crucial challenge to remain relevant in the Florida Presidential Primary, 
Adam Hasner, his co-chair for his campaign joined us to discuss Rubio’s plans.  Then, Congressman 
David Jolly joined us to make his case for why he is the best Republican choice to succeed Rubio in the 
U.S. Senate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


