
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WFGX-TV 
Location:           Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2016     
 
ISSUE/description:  3. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS.  Presidential race for the 2016 

election; Florida legislature and politics; local political issues; partisan 
politics. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 

 
Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 

 
1.  The Right Side with 10/16/16 12:00PM/30 min. Public Affairs                   * 
     Armstrong Williams 
 
* Today’s episode focused on critical stories ignored by the mainstream media during this Presidential 
election cycle.  Our guests were Sheree Saber, co-founder of Moms4Trump; Deana Bass, Partner at 
Bass PR; and Shermichael Singleton, Republican political consultant. 
 
 
2.  Florida U.S. Senatorial 10/17/16 06:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs                 ** 
     Debate 
 
** Jonathon Karl of ABC News narrated this debate between incumbent Senator Marco Rubio (R) and 
Representative Patrick Murphy (D) for the U.S. Senate seat. 
 
 
3.  The Right Side with 10/23/16 12:00PM/30 min. Public Affairs                *** 
     Armstrong Williams 
 
*** In this week’s program we featured a panel of millennials sharing their views and opinions regarding 
the presidential election. 
 
 
4.  Florida U.S. Senatorial 10/26/16 06:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs              **** 
     Debate 
 
**** Todd McDermott from WPBF-TV in West Palm Beach narrated this debate held at Broward College 
between incumbent Senator Marco Rubio (R) and Representative Patrick Murphy (D) for the U.S. Senate 
seat. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/08/16 09:00PM/20-minutes News/Public Affairs            ***** 
      On WFGX 
 
***** Channel 3 News provided full coverage of local Northwest Florida elections, with interviews of many 
of the local winners. 
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6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/06/16 09:00PM/3.5 minutes News            ****** 
      On WFGX 
******  Since 2000, Florida voters have sent their 29 electoral votes to the winning president every time.  
As a swing state, Florida is always a big target for candidates.  In WFGX’s upcoming national round table 
on Florida’s role in presidential elections, a panel of experts will give insight on what to expect in future 
elections.  We interviewed moderator Mark Hyman about what to expect from the program. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/07/16 07:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs          ******* 
      On WFGX 
*******  Since 2000, Florida voters have sent their 29 electoral votes to the winning president every time. 
The state is a cross section of rural and urban, of old and young, of Democrats and Republicans.  As a 
swing state, Florida is always a big target for candidates.  Tonight, WFGX originated a national round 
table on Florida’s role in presidential elections, with a panel of experts providing insight on what to expect 
in future elections.  The panel consisted of Ben Pollara, United for Care; Christian Ziegler, GOP political 
consultant; Martin Simmons, GOP Chair for Florida Congressional District 1; Evalyn Narramore, 
Escambia County Democratic Chair; Alison Morano, Democratic Sr. Political Strategist; and Brandon 
Larrabee of News Service Florida.   
 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/28/16 09:00PM/4 minutes News         ******** 
      On WFGX 

********  Congressman-Elect Matt Gaetz will be sworn into Congress next week.  He sat down with 
Channel 3 News reporter Anthony Pura to talk about the future of the F-35 program and its importance to 
the Fort Walton Beach area; why he thinks his predecessor in Congress, Jeff Miller, should be Trump’s 
VA Secretary; and what he expects in his first 100 days in Congress. 

 
 
9. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/28/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News       ********* 
      On WFGX 

*********  Tensions are growing between the United States and Russia. The Obama Administration is 
expected to announce in the coming days a series of actions, like sanctions and diplomatic measures, for 
meddling in the U.S. election.  CNN reports that Russia will respond to any "hostile steps" according to 
an official representative for the ministry.  Now, elected officials are speaking out. Congressman-Elect 
Matt Gaetz said the move from the White House is "deeply troubling" because Russia is a global 
competitor.  He points out Donald Trump will take office in three weeks and his administration should be 
given the chance to make their own assessment of the situation.  Gaetz calls the possible sanctions a 
"Hail Mary attempt" of foreign policy by the Obama Administration.  "While the game is ending soon for 
President Obama, the Trump Administration and the incoming Congress need to have the opportunity to 
evaluate the intelligence and then plan a real course of action moving forward as it relates to Russia," 
Gaetz said.  He adds that the U.S. should never tolerate a foreign government interfering with an election 
and there should be consequences. 


