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Station:             WFGX-TV 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2017 
 
ISSUE/description:    5. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/05/17 09:19PM/2 minutes News                    * 
      on WFGX 

* People working in day care centers without a degree will have a new opportunity to get their degree 
for free.  It's courtesy of a new partnership between the University of West Florida Innovation 
Institute's Complete Florida program and the TEACH Early Child Education Scholarship program.  
This new partnership is helping to bridge the financial gap for those wishing to get their degree; but 
don't have the money to do it.  The TEACH program pays for 80 percent of the tuition and the 
employer pays for 10 percent.  Add in Complete Florida's 10 percent and the tuition is covered.  The 
partnership just started this week and already there are 95 people signed up to finish their degree. 

 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/09/17 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                   ** 
      on WFGX 

** Right now local school districts are fighting to keep their share of state funding for construction and 
maintenance.  It's a source called Public Education Capital Outlay (PECO) funds.  K-12 schools share 
the pot of money with colleges and universities, and the higher learning institutions already get the 
lion's share.  Sixty percent of the district's schools are over 40 years old.  Both routine maintenance 
and major upgrades are needed.  Superintendent Mary Beth Jackson said, "We're not looking to build 
fancy things. We just want to clean up our schools, make them safe."  Unlike Escambia and Santa 
Rosa, Okaloosa County schools do not have a 1/2-cent sales tax for construction and maintenance, or 
capital expenditures. They depend on the PECO dollars.  Okaloosa is lobbying hard for the PECO 
money. Jackson and local leaders will meet with the Senate appropriations chair on Friday.  Last year, 
Okaloosa County got $988,000.  To show how quickly that goes, Jackson explains that replacing one 
roof costs $850,000. 

 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/12/17 09:00PM/1 minute News                 *** 
      on WFGX 

*** An education program that works with school districts in Escambia, Santa Rosa and Okaloosa 
counties to educate students on how to be successful got a generous grant today.  Suntrust Bank 
presented a $25,000 check to junior Achievement of Northwest Florida.  The money will fund 
economics and personal finance programs in 58 classrooms.  More than 1,000 students will benefit.  
Junior Achievement of Northwest Florida was formed 57 years ago, and focuses on financial literacy, 
economics, career success, and entrepreneurship, with programs offered annually in nearly 300 
classes in 42 schools in NWFL, reaching over 5,300 students from Escambia County to Bay County. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/12/17 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News                **** 
       On WFGX 

**** The University of West Florida and Amazon.com, Inc. are launching a corporate work-study 
partnership - the first in the state of Florida.  The partnership forms a pathway to employment with the 
company.  This unique opportunity allows UWF students to earn money working for Amazon virtually 
while they attend the University.  Students will work with a mentor and establish future connections 
with the company, according to UWF President Dr. Martha Saunders.  The contract will be signed this 
month and the program will launch in fall 2017.  The positions available include customer service, 
virtual programs, engineering, finance, human resources, transportation, supply chain/fulfillment and 
international expansion. 

 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/13/17 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News              ***** 
       On WFGX 

***** They shape our children's futures, but some teachers feel their own futures are insecure.  History 
teacher Richard Loiselle said many teachers don't feel the job security he had because most of them 
are on annual contracts and can be let go at the end of the school year.  Adequate planning time is 
another key issue for teachers.  Most stay late or plan lessons at home.  Bill Vincent from the 
Escambia Education Association said they agree teachers should be accountable, but the legislature 
is using the wrong measures and incentives.  It starts with standardized testing.  Members of the EEA 
say standardized testing is not effective at measuring student achievement or teacher effectiveness.   

 
6. The Right Side 01/29/17 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs             ****** 
       with Armstrong Williams 

****** Guests Lezli Baskerville, President of NAFEO, and Elroy Sailor, co-Founder of J.C. Watts 
Companies, discussed the current status and future of Historically Black Colleges and Universities. 

 

7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/21/17 09:00PM/2 minutes News            ******* 
       On WFGX 

*******  A $3 million donation will create a scholarship fund to help immigrant and refugee students 
seeking higher education at the University of West Florida (UWF).  About 300 students on campus are 
classified as immigrant students.  The university is excited for the potential growth the gift could lead 
to.  International students already on campus are just as excited about what it could mean for them or 
their friends back home.  Over the years, international students have flocked to universities like UWF 
because, they say, they can add options to their education.  Students looking to benefit from the 
scholarship will have to show proof of financial need as well as answering personalized questions and 
writing an essay for the application process.  The university is still working to determine how much will 
go to each student that qualifies. 


