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AMERICAN HISTORY 
 

 
American Masters #2503 “Margaret Mitchell: American Rebel” 
Airdate: Saturday, October 20, 2012, 9:30pm  
Length: 1-hours 
  
Description: This program focused on Margaret Mitchell, the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author behind Gone With the Wind, the best-selling novel that was adapted into one of 
the most enduring films of all time. This program explored how this charismatic American 
author challenged the stifling Southern social order and struggled with the changing role 
of women and the liberation of African Americans.  She suffered from depression and 
illness and experienced profound identity shifts during her life, until an accident led to 
her death in 1949. 
 
 
Amish: American Experience 
Airdate: Sunday, November 18, 2012, 9:00pm  
Length: 2-hours 
  
Description: On October 2, 2006, a 32-year-old milk truck driver named Charles Roberts 
entered a one-room schoolhouse in the Amish community of Nickel Mines in Lancaster 
County, PA, and shot 10 young girls, killing five, before committing suicide as police 
officers stormed the school.  Just hours after the shooting, Amish community members 
visited the gunman's family to offer forgiveness. These events horrified the nation for the 
senseless brutality of the shootings and left many questioning the victims' startling 
response.  This film focused on many of the questions these events raised about this 
insular religious community.  With unprecedented access to the Amish built on patience 
and hard-won trust, the film penetrated and explored this attention-averse group.  It 
painted an extraordinarily intimate portrait of contemporary Amish faith and life.  It 
questioned why and how the Amish, an insistently closed and communal culture, have 
thrived within one of the most open, individualistic societies on earth.  The film further 
explored how the Amish have successfully asserted themselves in resisting the 
encroachments of modern society and government.  The film explored what America’s 
attraction to the Amish reveals about American values.  Finally, the film looked at what 
the future holds for a community whose existence is so rooted in the past. 
 
 
Dust Bowl 
Airdate: Saturday, November 24, 2012, 8:00pm 
              Sunday, November 25, 2012, 8:00pm  
Length: 2-hours on 2 nights 
  
Description: In this series, Ken Burns and producer Dayton Duncan chronicled the Dust 
Bowl in all its complexities and profound human drama. The program presented both an 
oral history, using interviews of 30 survivors, and an historical accounting of what 
happened and why during the 1930s on the southern Plains.  The program featured first 
person accounts, comments by historians, and restored photographs, footage and music 
from the period. 
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BUSINESS  

 
   
 
PBS Newshour #10489 
Airdate: Thursday, November 1, 2012, 6:00pm  
Segment Length: 17:52 
  
Description: This program focused on Storm Sandy recovery and how, up and down the 
New Jersey coast, towns began the long process of rebuilding their communities.  
Jeffrey Brown and Ray Suarez reported on the challenges facing affected communities.  
Hari Sreenivasan reported from Manhattan on the storm's impact on businesses. 
 
 
New York Business Report  with Michael Stoler #106 
Airdate: Friday, October 26, 2012, 7:00pm  
Length: 30-minutes 
  
Description: This program consisted of interviews and panel discussions with third, 
fourth & fifth generation business leaders from Manhattan’s Lower East Side’s.  Guests 
included Niki Russ Federman, 4th generation co-owner of Russ & Daughters; Aaron 
Gross, vice president of sales and marketing of Aron Streit Inc. Streit's Matzo Co.; and 
David Zarin, president of Zarin Fabrics. 
 
 
New York Business Report  with Michael Stoler #109 
Airdate: Friday, November 16, 2012, 7:00pm  
Length: 30-minutes 
  
Description: Interviews and panel discussions explored developing luxury condominiums 
in New York City with guests Peter D’Arcy, Group Vice President and Senior Group 
Manager at M&T Bank; Joseph A. McMillan, Jr., Chief Executive Officer of DDG; and 
Steven Witkoff, Chairman and CEO of The Witkoff Group. 
 

 
 

 
DISABILITIES 

 
 
Going Blind 
Airdate: Saturday, October 6, 2012, 3:00pm 
Length: 90-minutes 
 
Description: This documentary film focused on sight loss and low vision issues 
profoundly affecting the lives of more and more people around the world.  The film 
further focused on Glaucoma, a disease that robs 4.5 million people worldwide of their 
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vision. The film investigated how people of all ages and backgrounds respond to vision-
loss.  The film invited its viewers into the intimate spaces of the visually impaired and 
blind.   
 
 
Different is the New Normal: Living a Life with Tourette’s 
Airdate: Thursday, October 11, 2012, 10:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: This program tracked the trials and triumphs of Ariel Small, a 17-year-old 
living with uncontrollable physical and vocal tics caused by Tourette Syndrome.  
Narrated by actor Michael J. Fox, DIFFERENT IS THE NEW NORMAL revealed an 
acutely personal first-hand account of Tourette's through Ariel's eyes.  With Ariel's 
permission, his mother documented their emotional journey to overcome the obstacles 
of Tourette's in order to raise awareness about the neurobiological disorder, dispel the 
misperceptions and social stigma associated it, and help others living with the condition.  
 
 
Rare 
Airdate: Saturday, October 13, 2012 from 3:00pm  
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: This documentary followed an inspiring and extraordinary mother in a race 
against time as she united a group of isolated people from around the world in a quest to 
cure her daughter's rare genetic disease.  Together, they discovered that community, 
laughter and hope are some of the greatest therapies.  When Donna Appell learned that 
her baby daughter Ashley suffered from a rare genetic disorder that would kill her in 
thirty years, she was told there were less than thirty people in the US who had been 
diagnosed with it and no one knew where to find them.  Realizing that no one was going 
to help cure "just one child," Donna set about forming an advocacy group and 
harnessing the internet to gather as many patients as possible who suffered from 
Hermansky-Pudlak Syndrome (HPS), which includes albinism, blindness, a bleeding 
disorder and often a fatal pulmonary fibrosis.  Filmed with intimate access over three 
years, as the clock ticks and the stakes get higher, RARE followed Donna and her 
advocacy group as they traveled to Puerto Rico and throughout the US in a race to fill a 
drug trial they hoped could prolong her daughter's life.  
 
 
Teaching of Jon: 
Airdate: Wednesday, October 17, 2012 from 7:00pm  
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: This documentary by Jennifer Owensby focused on Owensby’s brother Jon, 
a 40-year-old man severely and profoundly affected by Down syndrome. Although Jon 
may never accomplish much by conventional standards - he has an IQ of 20, cannot talk 
and earns less than $13.00 a year - his greater purpose is to teach others how to love. 
The program celebrated Jon exactly as he is, rather than focusing on changing Jon to fit 
into the world.  From its opening shot, the film offered up a close and personal look at 
the realities of living with someone with severe mental retardation. THE TEACHINGS OF 
JON uncovered how this "family secret," locked away in an institution for the first seven 
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years of his life, became the family treasure.  While entertaining, this inspirational story 
of one family's journey is also about honesty and redemption, acceptance and growth. 
 
 
 
Autism: Coming of Age: 
Airdate: Saturday, October 27, 2012 from 3:00pm  
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: In the next 10 to 15 years, an estimated 800,000 children with autism will 
age out of the school system and transition into adulthood. Then, they will look to ill-
prepared state and federal governments for the support services and resources to meet 
their many needs - a situation autism experts refer to as the "coming tsunami." This 
documentary provided an inside look at the lives of three adults with autism and includes 
interviews with their families and support teams.  Autism and disability experts from 
Massachusetts, New York, Washington, Virginia and Pennsylvania also discussed the 
current system, impending challenges and possible outcomes for the future. 
 
 
 
 
 

ECONOMY 
 
 
 
PBS NewsHour #10469  
Airdate: Thursday, October 4, 2012, 6:00pm  
Segment Length: 10:59 
 
Description: In this program, experts debated facts and outcomes concerning two 
political perspectives on tax plans.  Jared Bernstein, former economist for Vice President 
Joe Biden, and American Action Forum's Douglas Holtz-Akin, former economics advisor 
to the McCain campaign, appeared on the program. 
 
 
PBS NewsHour #10470   
Airdate: Friday, October 5, 2012, 6:00pm  
Segment Length: 12:39 
 
Description: This program discussed how, although national unemployment had fallen 
below 8 percent, economic recovery was nonetheless far off.   While President Obama 
lauded the September job numbers which showed unemployment at 7.8 percent, Mitt 
Romney remained critical, saying the numbers alone do not paint an accurate picture of 
the economy.  On the program, Jeff Brown asked the Washington Post's Neil Irwin and 
Mesirow Financial's Diane Swonk if the latest report is truly a sign of recovery. 
 
 
PBS NewsHour #10233   
Airdate: Thursday, November 15, 2012, 6:00pm  
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Segment Length: 19:37 
 
Description: This program provided an analysis of President Obama's first post-election 
press conference.  Al Hunt of Bloomberg News, Martha Raddatz, senior foreign affairs 
correspondent for ABC News, and Julianna Goldman, chief White House correspondent 
for Bloomberg News, appeared on the program. 

 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
 
 
 
Nature #2609 “Kilauea: Mountain of Fire” 
Airdate: Thursday, October 4, 2012, 8:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: Kilauea, on Hawaii's Big Island, is the world's most active volcano.  Its latest 
eruption began in 1983 and it hasn't stopped since.  Since that time, it has created 544 
acres of new land and has consumed 200 homes. This program explored the 
devastation wrought by flowing lava from this mountain.  Filmmaker Paul Atkins captured 
footage few have ever filmed - the cataclysmic meeting of 2000 degree lava and 75 
degree ocean water - a sight to behold. 
 
 
Krakatoa 
Airdate: Thursday, October 4, 2012, 9:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description:  Using dramatic recreations and CGI, the program brought the May 20, 
1883, eruption of Krakatoa to life. The eruption reduced the island of Krakatoa to a third 
of its former size and sent waves that reportedly topped 100 feet high crashing onto 
Asian shores, killing 36,000. Portions of the program tied the resulting tsunami 
destruction to the December 26, 2004, tsunami. 
 
 
Earthshakers 
Airdate: Thursday, October 4, 2012, 10:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes 
 
Description:  In 1979, two hikers in the Ojito Wilderness Area northwest of Albuquerque, 
New Mexico stumbled upon a colossal discovery: four enormous, largely intact fossilized 
dinosaur bones.  For the next 25 years, the mystery of the Seismosaurus, or "Earth-
shaking lizard," unraveled.  This program presented this fantastic story, from the thrill of 
discovering the world's longest dinosaur to "Sam's" public debut in a Jurassic exhibit at 
the New Mexico Museum of Natural History & Science. Through interviews and 3D 
animation, the program revealed the 30-ton Seismosaurus as it would have appeared 
150 million years ago. During the program, scientists spoke about how the land-roaming 
herbivore lived, and speculated about the cause of its extinction. 
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Nova #3916 “Inside the Megastorm” 
Airdate: Thursday, November 22, 2012, 9:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description:  Experts, scientists and survivors discussed Hurricane Sandy and the future 
of storm protection:  Was Hurricane Sandy a freak combination of weather systems? Or 
are hurricanes increasing in intensity due to a warming climate? How did this perfect 
storm make search and rescue so dangerous? "Inside the Megastorm" took viewers 
moment by moment through Hurricane Sandy, its impacts, and the future of storm 
protection. Through first person accounts from those who survived, and from experts 
and scientists, "Inside the Megastorm" gave scientific context to a new breed of storms. 
 

 
 
 

HEALTH 
 

 
 
3 Steps to Incredible Health! With Joel Fuhrman, M.D. 
Airdate:  Monday, December 3, 2012, 7:30pm 
Length: 120-minutes 
 
Description:  3 STEPS TO INCREDIBLE HEALTH! with Joel Fuhrman, MD was a 
program that directly addressed the crisis of obesity and chronic disease plaguing 
America. Over 65% of Americans are overweight or obese - and that number is growing 
just like our waistlines.  The program offered a healthy, effective, and scientifically 
proven plan for shedding weight quickly and reclaiming the vitality and good health we 
all deserve. 
 
 
Super Brain with Dr. Rudy Tanzi  
Airdate:  Wednesday, December 5, 2012, 10:00pm 
Length: 90-minutes 
 
Description:  In his new program, SUPER BRAIN, Harvard Medical School professor 
Rudy Tanzi, introduced by his co-author Dr. Deepak Chopra, took advantage of cutting-
edge research to show the way we all can maximize our brain's potential. This program 
explored new discoveries in neuroscience that maximize the potential of the human 
brain in practical and actionable ways. The field of neuroscience has been exploding 
with new findings by the day. Ever since it became possible to view the human brain as 
it lights up with activity, researchers have had to change long-held assumptions about an 
organ that has been called "the three-pound universe."  
 
 
Happiness Advantage with Shawn Achor 
Airdate:  Tuesday, December 11, 2012, 4:30pm 
Length: 90 minutes 
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Description:  In this special, positive psychology expert Shawn Achor demonstrated how 
to use the latest scientific research on happiness to find success in every aspect of our 
lives.  Most people believe that once they land that long-awaited promotion, make more 
money, get their kids into the right schools, lose a few pounds, or find a meaningful 
relationship, then they'll be happy.  But based on recent discoveries in the fields of 
positive psychology and neuroscience, Achor showed us that that formula for happiness 
is wrong.  In fact, it's backwards. It turns out, happiness actually fuels success, not the 
other way around. This is what Achor calls The Happiness Advantage. When we 
become more positive, our brain becomes more engaged, creative, motivated, energetic, 
resilient and productive. The result is an advantage over the entirety of our life - 
improving success at work, creating better health, better relationships with our loved 
ones, and creating a happier home. 
 
 
Blood Sugar Solution with Dr. Mark Hyman 
Airdate:  Thursday, December 13, 2012, 9:30pm 
Length: 90 minutes 
 
Description:  In this 60-minute public television special, Dr. Mark Hyman explained what 
"diabesity" is, outlined the underlying causes that drive the problem, and provided a 
personalized, 4-step plan to help you overcome diabesity. He explained how we can all 
take back our health as individuals, as a community, and as a society.  Dr. Hyman 
identified the seven keys to achieving wellness-optimize your nutrition, balance your 
hormones, cool off inflammation, fix your digestion, enhance detoxification, boost your 
energy metabolism, and calm your mind.  He outlined the steps needed to personalize 
ones approach to healing.   
 
 
 

HERITAGE/MINORITY/CIVIL RIGHTS ISSUES 

 
 
 
Legacy of Achievement: The Italian Americans 
Airdate: Tuesday, October 2, 2012, 10:30pm 
Length: 30-minute 
 
Description:  A LEGACY OF ACHIEVEMENT: THE ITALIAN AMERICANS explored the 
significant contributions of the Italian-American population to New Jersey's government, 
culture, education, economy, agriculture and Jersey's government, culture, education, 
economy, agriculture and science.  A wealth of Italian-Americans, including a doctor, 
former mayor, nun, engineer, Port Authority director, judge, artist, mayor, nun, engineer, 
Port Authority director, judge, artist, physicist and actor Joe Piscopo reminisced about 
the Italian-American experience.  Like many who flee poverty and repression in their 
homeland to seek opportunity in United States, emigrants from Italy brought with them a 
strong sense of family, responsibility and loyalty. But over time, their assimilation into 
American culture caused certain traditions, including their native language, to lapse.  
The program profiled Italian heritage initiatives at two New Jersey universities where 
third- and fourth-generation Italians are reclaiming their heritage.  
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Jim Thorpe: World’s Greatest Athlete 
Airdate: Thursday, November 1, 2012, 2:00pm 
Length: 60-minute 
 
Description:  JIM THORPE: THE WORLD'S GREATEST ATHLETE chronicled the sports 
superstar's remarkable life (1887-1953) - from his boyhood in Oklahoma and his gold-
medal wins at the 1912 Summer Olympics to his subsequent fall from grace and later, 
his advocacy of American Indian rights and self-sufficiency. The one-hour biography 
recounted these events, and others, through in-depth interviews with Thorpe's surviving 
children, dramatic re-creations, and archival stills and film. 
 
 
Racing The Rez 
Airdate: Saturday, November 3, 2012, 3:00pm 
Length: 60-minute 
 
Description:  For the Navajo and Hopi, running is much more than a sport, it is woven 
into the cultural fabric of their lives. Encouraged by their elders, many Navajos and 
Hopis begin running at an early age - to greet the morning sun, to prepare for a 
ceremony or simply to challenge themselves in the vast, southwestern landscape. In the 
rugged canyon lands of Northern Arizona, Navajo and Hopi cross-country runners from 
two rival high schools vie for the state championship while striving to find their place 
among their native people and the larger American culture. Win or lose, what they learn 
over the course of two racing seasons has a dramatic effect on the rest of their lives. 
Combining interviews with verite-style shooting, RACING THE REZ offered a rare view 
into the surprising complexity and diversity of contemporary reservation life, from the 
point of view of five teenage boys on the cusp of adulthood. The documentary followed 
Ryan, Dennis, Billy, Johnny and Joyai from the classrooms to their remote, un-electrified 
homes, from grueling runs across canyons and mesas to their ultimate day of reckoning 
- the state meet - and beyond. 
 
 
Grab 
Airdate: Saturday, November 10, 2012, 3:00pm 
Length: 60 minutes 
 
Description: An official selection at the 2011 Sundance Film Festival, GRAB presented 
an intimate portrait of the little-documented Grab Day in the villages of New Mexico's 
Laguna Pueblo tribe. This community-wide prayer of abundance, thanks and renewal 
exists at the intersection of traditional native and contemporary Western cultures. Each 
year, Laguna Pueblo villagers honor Catholic saints and family members by showering 
food and gifts from the rooftops of their homes upon the community gathered below. 
GRAB explored the origins and evolution of this 300-year-old custom, from its 
introduction by Spanish settlers to its modern-day twists. The film, narrated by actress 
Parker Posey, followed three families as they prepare for the annual event, chronicling 
their lives for the year leading up to Grab Day. 
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LOCAL INTEREST 
 
 
 
Treasures of New York #110 “Roosevelt House” 
Airdate:  Tuesday, October 9, 2012, 10:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
  
Description: Home to Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt for 24 years, this beautifully 
restored double townhouse on East 65th Street, which is now home to Hunter College's 
Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute, was the focus of this program. 
 
 
Lincoln Center Dialogues #201 
Airdate:  Monday, October 15, 2012, 10:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: This program featured a conversation between John Sexton, President, 
New York University, and Drew Faust, President, Harvard University, two exceptional 
leaders of major universities.  The discussions chronicled defining moments in the 
history of each university. 
 
  
Treasures of New York #106 “Pratt Institute” 
Airdate:  Tuesday, October 16, 2012, 10:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: This episode took the viewer inside the prestigious design college to 
discover its vibrant Brooklyn history through the eyes of the two men who “built” it; 
industrialist Charles Pratt, who founded the school in 1887, and Dr. Thomas F. Schutte, 
who has been articulating Pratt’s vision since he became the school’s President in 1993. 
The program was hosted by Pete Hamill. 
 
 
Lincoln Center Dialogues #202 
Airdate:  Monday, October 22, 2012, 10:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Michael Govan, CEO and Wallis Annenberg Director of the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art, and Tom Campbell, Director and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, discussed the challenges of running major museums on 
both coasts. 
 
 
Treasures of New York #107 “Art Underground” 
Airdate:  Wednesday, November 7, 2012, 7:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes  
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Description: In the last 25 years, the subway system has been transformed into a vast 
canvas for public art. This program takes us behind the scenes with the artists, artisans 
and public officials involved with our transit system’s makeover. Hosted by Paula Zahn. 
 
 
Treasures of New York #112 “Ocean Keeper” 
Airdate:  Thursday, November 8, 2012, 8:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: This documentary focused on the Amagansett Life-Saving Station, a unique 
centerpiece of Long Island history since it was built in 1902. The film journeyed through 
the Station’s extraordinary 100-year-plus history and arrives at its present day 
incarnation on Atlantic Avenue. Over a period of 44 years, the dedicated men who 
worked at the Station saved thousands of lives. In 1942, four Nazi saboteurs were found 
by coastguardsman John Cullen during a nightly beach patrol in front of the Station. And 
in 1966, the building was rescued from demolition and purchased for a dollar by Joel 
Carmichael whose family lived there for the rest of the twentieth century. After 
Carmichael's death in 2006, the house was donated back to Amagansett for historical 
preservation. 
 
 
Lincoln Center Dialogues #203  
Airdate:  Thursday, November 14, 2012, 7:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Richard Haass, President, Council on Foreign Relations, and Nan Keohane, 
Laurence S. Rockefeller Distinguished Visiting Professor of Public Affairs and the 
University Center for Human Values, Princeton University, and former president of Duke 
University, discussed various issues surrounding public policy leadership. 
 
 
Treasures of New York #109 “City Park” 
Airdate:  Saturday, November 24, 2012, 5:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes  
 
Description: In conjunction with NYC Media, the official network of the City of New York, 
Treasures of New York took an intimate look at the planning and design of five iconic 
parks in New York City and shared their rarely-told history. The film featured Adrian 
Benepe, New York City Parks Commissioner; Mayor Ed Koch; Marty Markowitz, 
Brooklyn Borough President; Candice Bergen and other leading members from the 
Parks Conservancies. Using archival footage and expert interviews, the film brought to 
life the history of the five representative parks of each borough which include Bronx’s 
Pelham Bay Park, Brooklyn’s Prospect Park, Manhattan’s Central Park, Queen’s 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, and Staten Island’s Greenbelt. Both engineering 
marvels and distinctive natural oasis in an urban setting, these public green spaces have 
transformed the City’s landscape and enriched New Yorkers from all walks of life. 
 
 
New York: Influence City 
Airdate:  Wednesday, November 21, 2012, 7:00pm 
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Length: 60-minutes  
 
Description: This program offered a series of reflections on New York City by key figures 
of its prominent art scene. The City is considered in light of the history, influence and 
audience of its art scene and the relationship the artists have with the city. 
 
 
Treasures of New York #108 “The NY State Capitol” 
Airdate:  Wednesday, December 15, 2012, 7:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes  
 
Description: This program explored the story of the 1911 fire that destroyed much of the 
Capitol Building.  The program further explored the extensive rebuilding and restoration 
left in the fire’s wake. 
 
 
Treasures of New York #104 “Hearst Tower” 
Airdate:  Monday, December 17, 2012, 9:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: This program offered a behind-the-scenes tour of Hearst's world 
headquarters, New York City's first completed "green" office building. Designed by 
Pritzker Prize-winning architect Lord Norman Foster, the Tower redefined the modern 
skyscraper and pioneered a sustainable architectural vision for the 21st century. Filmed 
around Hearst Corporation's 125th anniversary, the program revealed the building’s 
engineering marvel and gets exclusive access inside all of the Tower's state-of-the-art 
spaces, including its digital photo studio, 165-seat theater, Cafe57, health club and the 
renowned Good Housekeeping Research Institute.  The program included interviews 
with Hearst CEO Frank A. Bennack, Jr., "Marie Claire" Editor-in-Chief Joanna Coles, 
and others. 

 
 

 
LOCAL POLITICS & CHALLENGES 

 
 
Charlie Rose #18201 
Airdate:  Tuesday, October 12, 2012, 3:00pm 
Segment Length: 33:14  
 
Description: This program featured a discussion about the controversial new Barclays 
Center in Brooklyn--a billion-dollar arena hosting the Nets basketball team--with Mikhail 
Prokhorov, owner of the Brooklyn Nets; Irina Prokhorov, head of the Cultural Initiatives 
Foundation; Bruce Ratner, real estate developer; and Karen Brooks Hopkins, President 
of BAM. 
 
 
Metrofocus #303 
Airdate:  Tuesday, October 23, 2012, 10:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
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Description: As New York City prepared for local elections, this program explored how 
changes in ethnic communities were being mapped. Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate and 
author of the current bestseller “The Price of Inequality,” spoke with host Rafael Pi  
Roman.  
 
 
New York Now #1243 
Airdate:  Sunday, October 28, 2012, 11:00am 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: This program featured a discussion and interview with U.S. Senate 
candidate Wendy Long. 
 
 
New York Now #1244 
Airdate:  Sunday, November 4, 2012, 11:00am 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: This program explored and recapped Governor Cuomo’s response to 
Superstorm Sandy in NYC. 
 
 
Charlie Rose #18225 
Airdate:  Monday, November 5, 2012, 3:00pm 
Segment Length: 13:48 
 
Description: New York City police commissioner Ray Kelly discussed his agency's efforts 
to deal with the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy and the newly announced cancellation of 
the weekend's scheduled marathon. 
 
 
Metrofocus #304 
Airdate:  Thursday, November 8, 2012, 8:00pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: One week after Superstorm Sandy swept through the region, MetroFocus 
host Rafael Pi Roman reported from the Rockaways, Long Island. Business Report 
anchor Jim Paymar reported from Long Beach on Long Island.  NJ Today correspondent 
Lauren Wanko reported from Belmar, NJ.  The program surveyed the devastation and 
reported on the long road ahead for recovery.  NJToday Managing Editor Mike 
Schneider offered the latest on what happened to New Jersey Transit.  Rafael Pi Roman 
interviewed professor William Solecki, Director of the City University of New York’s 
Institute for Sustainable Cities, on the storm’s connection to climate change and the 
impact on the New York/New Jersey region, and Sheena Wright, the President and CEO 
of United Way NYC about how her organization is coordinating relief efforts and how to 
help the storm’s victims.  Two students from Columbia University’s graduate school of 
journalism--  producer-reporter Jon Gerberg and producer Kristen Reed –reported from 
the public housing project, the Alfred Smith houses on Manhattan’s lower east side 
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about the blackout and continuing crisis for poor and elderly residents trapped by the 
hurricane. 
 
 
 
Metrofocus #305 
Airdate:  Thursday, November 14, 2012, 7:00pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: As the Tri-state area recovered from the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy and 
the nor’easter, this program featured a report on people still without power on 
Manhattan’s Lower East, with remarks from NY State Senator Daniel Squadron. 
Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism students Jon Gerberg and Kristen 
Reed visited Coney Island Gospel Assembly Church where people were using existing 
community organizations to broaden the reach of federal aid. The program featured an 
interview Peter Kelly-Detwiler, an independent energy consultant, who discussed the 
power grid and offers precautionary advice for the future. The program further featured 
conversations with Robert Walsh, New York City’s Commissioner of the Department of 
Small Business Services, about innovative solutions for businesses facing big costs after 
storm damage. Dr. Harold Koplewicz of the Child Mind Institute joined the program to 
discuss children coping after disaster scenarios 
 
 
New York Now #1246 
Airdate:  Sunday, November 18, 2012, 11:00am 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: This program offered a recap of political news across the state at its 
Reporters Roundtable with Nick Reisman of YNN and Bill Hammond of the Daily News. 
Queens Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder gave New York Now’s Matt Ryan a tour of his 
hard-hit 23rd district. 
 
 
Metrofocus #306 
Airdate:  Thursday, December 6, 2012, 7:00pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Hosted by Rafael Pi Roman, this edition of MetroFocus examined 
continuing issues around the aftermath of Sandy, including a look at the effects of mold 
in the homes of Sandy survivors and an update from two families from the Rockaways 
and Long Beach, NY. The program also examined how FEMA deals with scams through 
an interview with Philip Parr of FEMA. The episode further featured New Jersey’s First 
Lady Mary Pat Christie and her relief fund for the future. 
 
 
Metrofocus #307 
Airdate:  Thursday, December 19, 2012, 7:00pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
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Description: This edition of MetroFocus featured an in depth, behind the scenes look at 
what happened when the power went out at New York hospitals. Reporter Rick Karr 
visited Coney Island Hospital in Brooklyn where almost two months after the storm, there 
was still limited care available. Rafael Pi Roman followed the story with an interview with 
Pulitzer Prize winner Dr. Sheri Fink who documented the catastrophic failures in one 
New Orleans’ hospital after Hurricane Katrina for the non-profit news organization Pro 
Publica, and whose reporting for the New York Times and pro Publica has raised 
questions about care for the region’s most vulnerable populations in hospitals and 
nursing homes.  NJToday managing editor Mike Schneider continued our coverage of 
Sandy’s aftermath in an interview with former New Jersey Governor Christie Todd 
Whitman.  NJToday’s Lauren Wanko reported on how dunes may have saved the day in 
Bradley Beach.  Former New York Mayor Ed Koch spoke with Rafael Pi Roman about 
the politics and the billions it will take to recover from Sandy, the upcoming mayoral race 
in the city, and his take on New York state politics. Finally, the program featured a 
MetroFocus solutions story from the ASPCA—how building a temporary shelter may be 
a permanent solution to the continuing problem of residents who won’t evacuate when 
they have pets at home. 
 
 
What Next After Newton: What it Means for Your Country and You 
Airdate:  Saturday, December 22, 2012, 3:00pm 
Length: 3-hours  
 
Description: In light of the recent events in Newtown, this special provided an in-depth 
analysis of related issues, including accessibility of weapons, violence in the media, 
public policy, mental issues, and school security, and features a variety of perspectives 
in an effort to spark a nationwide conversation about long-term solutions. The program 
was co-anchored by Need to Know co-hosts Jeff Greenfield and Maria Hinojosa, and 
Nightly Business Report co-anchor Susie Gharib, among other prominent newscasters. 
 
 
 

NATIONAL POLITICS 
 
 
Intelligence Squared Debate #301 “Are Super Pacs Transforming America” 
Airdate:  Wednesday, October 10, 2012 7:00pm 
Segment: 60-minutes 
 
Description: This program discussed the impact Super PACs have had on the political 
landscape and democracy in general. The product of two court decisions, Citizens 
United and SpeechNow.org v. FEC, Super PAC spending was on course to make 2012 
the most expensive presidential election in history. These supercharged political action 
committees spent and received unlimited amounts of money from individuals, 
corporations, and unions to advocate for political candidates, so long as they were 
independent of the candidates' campaigns.  
 
 
PBS Newshour #10470 
Airdate:  Friday, October 5, 2012 6:00pm 
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Segment length: 12:51 
 
Description: Shields and Brooks focused on close Congressional races, as well as 
Obama's Debate Performance. Judy Woodruff spoke with NewsHour political analysts 
Mark Shields and David Brooks on the top political news of the week, including the tight 
Missouri senate race, as well as other close contests; the latest, more optimistic jobs 
report; and what factors may have contributed to President Obama's performance at the 
first debate. 
 
 
Will Rogers and American Politics 
Airdate:  Sunday, October 21, 2012 9:00pm 
Segment: 60-minutes 
 
Description: In the 1930s, with the United States mired in the Great Depression and 
teetering on the brink of a second World War, millions of Americans turned to a rope-
twirling, plain-talking Cherokee cowboy for clarity, comfort and common sense. His plain-
spoken musings, always delivered with a shy, sly smile, influenced the political 
landscape then and still resonate today. WILL ROGERS AND AMERICAN POLITICS 
revealed how Oklahoma native Will Rogers emerged as one of the most powerful 
political voices in the United States. Bill Kurtis, former CBS news anchor and host of 
A&E's American Justice and Cold Case Files, narrated this film. The documentary 
charted Rogers' impact on American politics through rare archival film footage, photos 
and documents, and interviews with Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, actor 
Mickey Rooney, Cherokee Chief Chad Smith, comedian Lewis Black, former Oklahoma 
Gov. George Nigh, Rogers' grandniece and scholars. 
 
 
Electoral Dysfunction 
Airdate:  Sunday, October 28, 2012 9:00pm 
Length: 90-minutes  
 
Description: This documentary used humor to take an irreverent - but nonpartisan -- look 
at voting in America. The film stared political humorist Mo Rocca, a correspondent for 
CBS Sunday Morning, a panelist on NPR's hit quiz show Wait, Wait ... Don't Tell Me! 
and a former correspondent for The Daily Show with Jon Stewart. The film opened as 
Rocca made an eye-opening discovery: the U.S. Constitution does not guarantee the 
right to vote. He sets out to learn why the Founding Fathers deliberately omitted the right 
to vote from the Constitution -- and to understand the consequences of this decision. His 
quest lead him to Indiana, which has the strictest voting laws in the country. There, he 
met with two impassioned local activists -- Republican Dee Dee Benkie of Versailles and 
Democrat Mike Marshall of North Vernon -- who took him inside their efforts to turn out 
every vote. As he progressed on his journey, Rocca encountered a range of activists, 
experts and election administrators, along with some highly opinionated third graders, 
who offered a broad range of commentary on how voting works -- or doesn't work -- in 
America. 
 
 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly #1609 
Airdate:  Sunday, November 4, 2012 10:00am 
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Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: This program discussed the impact of Hurricane Sandy from a spiritual 
perspective.  The destruction caused by Hurricane Sandy “is just as much a physical 
crisis as it is a spiritual and emotional crisis for people,” said Mike Ebert of the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s relief arm. The program further discussed religion’s place in the 
2012 election, describing how evangelicals, Catholics, Mormons, and a growing number 
of religiously unaffiliated voters all played a part in Election 2012.  
 
 
PBS Newshour #10492 
Airdate:  Tuesday, November 6, 2012 6:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes  
 
Description: This special edition of the PBS NewsHour provided comprehensive 
coverage of the 2012 presidential and state elections. 
 
 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly #1610 
Airdate:  Sunday, November 11, 2012 10:00am 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Election 2012: This program further discussed the role of evangelicals, 
Catholics, and Mormons in politics and in the context of economic, social, and cultural 
issues as the fiscal cliff approaches. The program focused on how the Chabad Center of 
the Five Towns in Cedarhurst, New York has been providing up to 2,000 meals every 
day to Storm Sandy victims.  Former US Navy SEAL, humanitarian, and nonprofit 
founder Eric Greitens discussed how the lessons of Judaism have shaped his life and 
taught him about humanity’s duty to repair the world. 
 
 
 

 
RELIGION 

 
 
 
Jewish People: A Story of Survival  
Airdate: Sunday, December 2, 2012, 4:30pm   
Length: 90 minutes 
 

Description: This program explored the story of Jewish survival and how, against 
overwhelming odds, a band of desert nomads survived four millennia and shaped world 
history. 

 
 
Three Faiths, One God: Judaism, Christianity, Islam 
Airdate: Tuesday, December 18, 2012, 2:00pm and 
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              Wednesday, December 19, 2012 2:00pm  
Length: 2 episodes, 1-hour each 
 
Description: THREE FAITHS, ONE GOD: JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, ISLAM 
thoughtfully examined the religious beliefs and practices shared by Jews, Christians and 
Muslims to illustrate how many in the Abrahamic faith communities are dealing with 
historical conflicts.  The program further charted their dedication to facilitating 
understanding and respect. THREE FAITHS, ONE GOD captured a broad range of 
voices and ideas of ordinary people and respected scholars in the interfaith field. The 
program contrasted the religious practices of the three faiths, including the rituals of 
fasting and marriage. Later, the program featured a dramatic and moving example of 
reconciliation as the father of murdered Wall Street Journal reporter opened a dialogue 
between Muslims and Jews to create better understanding between the two faiths. In the 
same spirit, a conflict-resolution workshop engaged in an intensive dialogue as they 
attempted to dispel myths, misconceptions and stereotypes about each others' religion. 
 
 
Mysteries of the Jesus Prayer 
Airdate: Thursday, December 20, 2012, 62:00pm   
Segment: 60-minutes 
 
Description: MYSTERIES OF THE JESUS PRAYER focused on the ancient and 
obscure lands in the Middle East where Christianity began, tracking the Christian prayer 
first recited by the Apostles more than 2,000 years ago.  During the film, the Very Rev. 
Dr. John the west McGuckin and Dr. Norris J. Chumley travel to the caves, monasteries 
and convents where the faithful still chant this ancient meditation. 
 
 
David Suchet in the Footsteps of St. Paul 
Airdate: Saturday, December 22, 2012, 8:00pm  
Length: 2-hours 
 
Description: In this program, actor David Suchet (Agatha Christie's Poirot) set out on a 
personal journey around the Mediterranean to uncover the story of a man he had longed 
to play - the biblical Saint Paul. Paul did more than any other individual to transform the 
fledgling Jesus Movement from an obscure Jewish sect into a new global religion. But 
what drove a 5' 8" powerhouse of a man to embark on his extraordinary missionary 
journeys, traveling 10,000 miles by foot, and many more by sea to challenge the pagan 
world and the might of Rome? This two-part documentary retraced Paul's footsteps in 
search of the real and highly controversial man hidden within the pages of the New 
Testament.  Traveling across the Mediterranean world, Suchet visited ancient and 
modern locations, interviewed expert witnesses and deciphers new evidence from the 
latest archaeological and historical research. His quest shed fascinating new light on 
Paul as he uncovered the character of the man credited with bringing Christianity to the 
world and changing western civilization. 
 
 
 
Picturing Mary 
Airdate: Wednesday, December 26, 2012, 7:00pm  
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Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: For nearly two millennia, the Virgin Mary has inspired some of the finest 
achievements in painting, architecture, poetry and music. From tiny keepsakes to giant 
mosaics, artists including Michelangelo, Rembrandt and Caravaggio portrayed Mary as 
the sublime embodiment of womanhood, endowing her with all of humanity's virtues, 
joys and sorrows. Narrated by actress Jane Seymour and featuring readings by actor 
James Keach, this program visited museums, chapels and cathedrals in eight countries 
to view rare and sacred masterpieces in their original locations. Drawing on various 
faiths and traditions, PICTURING MARY demonstrated, through local life and culture, 
how these images are as relevant to the faithful now as they were hundreds of years 
ago.         

 
 

Veterans 
 
 
National Salute to Veterans 
Airdate: Sunday, November 11, 2012, 9:00pm   
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: This program pays tribute to the courageous service of our 22 million 
American veterans. Hosted by actors Joe Mantegna and Gary Sinise, NATIONAL 
SALUTE TO VETERANS celebrates all our American heroes who have served 
throughout our country's history. The program features new footage relating to the 
importance of Veterans Day, shot at the U.S. Capitol with co-hosts Mantegna and 
Sinise, as well as the "best of the best" moments from past concerts at the U.S. Capitol. 
The line-up includes: Colin L. Powell USA (Ret.), Forest Whitaker, Pia Toscano, Kris 
Allen, A.J. Cook, Jason Ritter, Yolanda Adams and more, accompanied by the National 
Symphony Orchestra. 
 
 
World War II: Saving The Reality 
Airdate: Sunday, November 11, 2012, 10:00pm   
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: Over the course of five decades, Kenneth W. Rendell amassed the largest 
and most comprehensive private collection of original World War II memorabilia in the 
world. Narrated by Dan Aykroyd, WORLD WAR II: SAVING THE REALITY opened the 
doors to this private museum located outside Boston. Rendell provided a guided tour of 
the museum's 30 exhibits, which chronicle the end of World War I and the rise of Nazism 
to the start of World War II and the fight in Europe and the Pacific. The period artifacts, 
both small and large, include propaganda posters, Hitler Youth uniforms, Winston 
Churchill's original siren suit, French Resistance clothing and radios, spy gadgets, 
General MacArthur's license plate, a Japanese admiral's uniform, Field Marshall 
Montgomery's signature beret and even a Sherman tank. Some of the museum's more 
significant documents include General Patton's copy of Mein Kampf and his personal 
map of Sicily, the original order to drop the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and a revealing 
letter from Dwight Eisenhower to his wife. Supplemented with archival photos and 
footage, the film also featured interviews with more than 50 World War II veterans, 
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civilians and Holocaust survivors who offer absorbing first-person accounts of these 
historical events and speak to the complexities, moral ambiguities and emotional toll of 
the war. 
 
 
Marching Once More: 60 Years After the Battle of the Bulge 
Airdate: Sunday, November 11, 2012, 11:00pm   
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: MARCHING ONCE MORE followed more than 100 survivors of the Battle of 
the Bulge as they returned to Belgium and Luxembourg and reflected on the brutal six-
week battle that claimed 19,000 American lives. The documentary captured the 
veterans' 2004 journey, including their uncertainty as to whether anyone would 
remember or care about the events that occurred 60 years earlier. To their surprise, the 
people of Belgium and Luxembourg treated them like celebrities: a king presented 
medals, a royal family laid wreaths in honor of the fallen and crowds clamored for 
autographs and to perhaps, for the last time, thank their liberators. 
 
 

 
WOMEN 

 
 
 
Half the Sky: Turning Oppression Into Opportunity for Women Worldwide 
Airdate: Sunday, October 7, 2012, 9:00pm   
             Sunday, October 14, 2012, 9:00pm 
Length: 2 episode, 120-minutes each 
 
Description: Introduced by George Clooney and hosted by reporter Nicholas Kristof and 
celebrity advocates America Ferrera, Diane Lane, Eva Mendes, Meg Ryan, Gabrielle 
Union and Olivia Wilde, HALF THE SKY presented women and girls who are living 
under some of the most difficult circumstances imaginable -- and fighting bravely to 
change them. Their intimate, dramatic and immediate stories of struggle reflect viable 
and sustainable options for empowerment and offer an actionable blueprint for 
transformation. The series was filmed in 10 countries: Cambodia, Kenya, India, Sierra 
Leone, Somaliland, Vietnam, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Liberia and the United States. 
 
 
My Future Baby 
Airdate: Thursday, October 11, 2012, 2:00pm   
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: 7.3 million Americans are struggling with fertility issues right now. In 
November 2009, the World Health Organization classified infertility as a disease. For 
those thinking about starting a family, the actual physiology behind what makes it 
possible to have a baby is often a mystery. And yet this knowledge can be the difference 
between the family of one's dreams, and a difficult if not impossible pregnancy.  This 
program focused on the Santa Monica Fertility center where world renowned fertility 



        WLIW21 
ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 

October 1, 2012 – December 31 2012 

 

 20  

expert, Dr. John Jain, along with the top experts in the field of reproductive medicine, 
explained the latest breakthroughs in fertility options and procedures for women.  
 
 
Ellen DeGeneres: The Mark Twain Prize 
Airdate: Saturday, November 3, 2012, 8:00pm   
Length: 90-minutes 
 
Description: This special celebrated the work of Ellen DeGeneres, the 15th recipient of 
The Kennedy Center Mark Twain Prize for American Humor, with a lineup of top 
entertainers including Kristin Chenoweth, Steve Harvey, Sean Hayes, Jimmy Kimmel, 
JohnKrasinski, John Leguizamo, Jane Lynch, Jason Mraz, Lily Tomlin, Loudon 
Wainwright. 


