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The Community Issues listed in this section of the report aired during local VPR 

newscasts. This listing is illustrative of the programs aired on VPR and is not 

meant to be an exhaustive listing of programs responsive to issues of 

importance to the community. 

Public Safety 

VPR Classical provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information 

about all special weather-related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect 

listeners in the region. Delayed school openings, school closures, and notices 

about weather-related event cancellations and venue changes are also included in 

this information. (In drive time, forecasts are given approximately four times per 

hour, with each report being about 30 seconds in length.) The station also 

provides serious traffic and transit alerts when the situation is of great 

significance to the listening audience.   

News Stories of Community Interest 

Arts / Culture    

One-time Vermonter Ignat Solzhenitsyn now has a worldwide career. He returns 

to the state to perform in honor of the woman who helped launch his career as a 

pianist and conductor. Solzhenitsyn reflects on the relationship between music, 

politics and national identity. 

12/8 7:30 am 5 min. 



Business / Economics    

Since 2010, instead of tickets, audience members to concerts of Scrag Mountain 

Music are invited to “pay what they can” during intermission, using a radical 

payment method that allows concerts to be accessible to all.  Scrag Mountain 

Music brought their innovative business model and musical performance to a live 

VPR Classical session. 

12/1  11:00 am   1 hr. 

 

Education and Schools    

Southern Vermont composers Brigham Cooper (grade 6) and Ellery Stahler (grade 

9) write classical music that draws from their many areas of interest, whether 

that’s jazz, working out one’s emotions, or a mathematical problem. 

10/16 11:30 am, 10/18 8:30 am,  10/20 4:00 pm, 10/21 9:00 am. 3.5 min. 

 

Politics and Government   

One-time Vermonter Ignat Solzhenitsyn now has a worldwide career. He returns 

to the state to perform in honor of the woman who helped launch his career as a 

pianist and conductor. Solzhenitsyn reflects on the relationship between music, 

politics and national identity. 

12/8 7:30 am 5 min. 

 

Town Issues /  Town Meeting Day   

Great Britain’s Heath Quartet regularly are champions of Wigmore Learning in its 

flagship project “Chamber Challenge”, where primary school children are given 

the task of composing new pieces which they perform alongside the quartet. They 



visited the town of Middlebury, Vermont, and talked about their local work with 

VPR Classical host Walter Parker, in addition to performing classical works. 

10/26 11:00 am 1hr 

 

Vermont History /  Vermont Culture   

Robert De Cormier died on November 7th at age 95.  He founded the Vermont 

Symphony Orchestra Chorus in 1993 and led it for 20 years, and there are few 

musicians who have had a bigger cultural impact on the region. VPR remembers 

his life and legacy. 

11/8 8:30 am 6 mins 

 

Wildlife / Fish / Forests   

The VPR Choral Hour highlights Vermont composer Thomas L Read's Winter 

Fields, Woods, and Air, a musical discussion of Vermont’s unique topography. 

12/17 11:04 am  10 min 


