
WROC-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT
1Q 2017 – January 1, 2017 – March 31, 2017

WROC-TV’s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant 
treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in the 1st quarter of 2017:

Business and Industry
Community
Crime/Law Enforcement
Economy
Education
Environment
Health
Politics
Military/Veteran Services
Politics

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community 
issues:

Local:
Program Day Time
News 8 at Sunrise 5&6am Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00 am
News 8 at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30 pm
News 8 at 4 Monday-Friday 4:00-4:30pm
News 8 at 5 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30pm
News 8 at 5:30 Monday-Friday 5:30-6:00pm
News 8 at 6 Monday-Sunday 6:00-6:30 pm
News 8 at 11 Monday-Sunday 11:00-11:35 pm

All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, 
weather, sports, lifestyle programming focusing on current issues and events.  

National:
Program Day Time
CBS Evening News Monday-Sunday 6:30-7:00pm

A daily evening broadcast featuring news reports, feature stories and interviews by CBS 
News correspondents and reporters covering events across world.

60 Minutes Sunday 7:00-8:00pm
60 Minutes is a weekly news program that includes investigative reports, interviews, 

feature segments and profiles of people in the news.

Face the Nation Sunday 11:00am-12:00pm
John Dickerson is the host of "Face the Nation". He also serves as Political Director for 

CBS News and is a contributor to Slate magazine and its podcast The Political Gabfest.



Guests include government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news. John 
Dickerson engages panelists in a lively roundtable discussion focusing on current topics.

 CBS Sunday Morning Sunday 9-10:30am
A news broadcast reviewing events of the preceding week, celebrating human 

accomplishments and achievements and journeying through the world of fine art, music, nature, 
sports, science and Americana.

Syndicated:
Program Day Time
Dr. Oz Monday-Friday 10:00-11:00am

Dr. Oz is considered to be the most trusted voice on television and has the remarkable 
capacity to connect emotionally to millions of people both in person and through a multitude of 
media channels. It is Dr. Oz’s mission to spread his message of leading a happier, healthier, and 
more fulfilling life. Dr. Oz encourages people to take control of their own health through simple 
lifestyle changes and provides easy, smart tools people can use every day to achieve long-term 
positive health results.

Business and Industry: Tracking businesses in the Greater Rochester area. New businesses 
opening, updates to existing businesses and information on future developments.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/2/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :55
Detailed Description: The Del Lago Casino in Waterloo is making final preparations for their 
grand opening just a month from now. But some eager customers are just itching to get a look 
inside before that. The casino’s general manager says folks have been coming to the site, 
attempting to get past security, with the hopes of checking it out. But Casino officials want it to 
remain a surprise. Right now, we do know the casino will have 2,000 slot machines, 89 gaming 
tables, several restaurants and a hotel that opens this summer. The casino is bringing in several 
big name acts to help with the launch. The Del Lago Resort and Casino is slated to open at 10am 
on Wednesday, February 1st.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/3/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: The Del Lago Resort and Casino in Waterloo will be opening in just under 
a month. Today a job fair was held in Rochester to help fill open positions before the deadline. 
The event took place in Rochester’s City Hall council chambers. Del Lago is looking to hire 
folks for everything from cocktail servers, cooks and cashiers, to dishwashers and cleaners. 
Rochester’s new Vanpool program will help connect Rochester-area job-seekers to the many 
opportunities available at Del Lago. If you missed today’s job and you still want to apply we 
have a link to Del Lago’s career website posted at RochesterFirst.com.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/4/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: There have been more delays in brining Whole Foods to the town of 
Brighton. And one of the developers is saying Wegmans could be partly to blame. Brighton 
Town Supervisor Bill Moehle said just last week they rejected an environmental study related to 



the project, calling it incomplete. The town of Brighton says they’re being thorough, but 
developer Danny Daniele said, “Because there are some high-profile opposition who don’t want 
the project to go forward, they have the opportunity to sue the town of Brighton and nobody 
wants to be sued.” Daniele is mainly talking about Wegmans. The local grocery chain has voiced 
their disapproval of the project. In their letter to the town of Brighton back in May, Wegmans 
states their concern is traffic. Traffic jams, safety hazards and a negative impact on their 
business. Daniele says it’s less about traffic, more about competition. Moehle said they’re just 
taking their time to make sure everything is done correctly and they are not being swayed by 
Wegmans. Daniele will now have to resubmit their environmental impact study, before it reaches 
the public comment stage.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/4/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Macy’s announced today it would be closing about 100 stores around the 
country. One of them here in the Rochester area. According to the company’s corporate website, 
the store at Marketplace Mall is the one on the chopping block locally. The store employs 77 
people, some of whom will be relocated to other stores. The Marketplace location is expected to 
close sometime this year, but an exact date has not been released.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/5/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: Exciting news from Kodak-Alaris about their new smart phone, the Ektra. 
The company is currently at the Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas and will be 
announcing when the Ektra will hit the U.S. in 2017. The phone is great for camera enthusiasts 
and features a 21-megapixel sensor. The phone is already available in Europe and goes for a little 
more than 500 dollars. And along with the Ektra Kodak-Alaris also announced that it will bring 
back the Ektachrome film. It’s one of the most iconic films used for those of you who prefer to 
go analogue over digital.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/6/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The state is no longer pursuing a California-based photonics company that 
was slated to move to Rochester. Empire State Development tells us a deal fell through with 
Photonica, which expected to bring hundreds of jobs to the area. According to Empire State 
Development, Photonica did not provide the required information about the company’s 
operations. Tens of millions of dollars were committed to Photonica to help bring the company 
here. That money we’re told is being set aside to invest in new projects for the region.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/9/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: The Western New York Flash confirmed today that the team will be 
moving to Cary, North Carolina. The team said they will begin operations in North Carolina 
effective immediately. In a statement, the team said, the Flash will always play an important role 
in the history of NWSL, and for that we are grateful to everyone in Western New York who were 
part of it. The Sahlen family also released a statement, saying, “It has become apparent that the 
Western New York market is not the right fit for NWSL and the future direction of the league.” 



They also added the Western New York Flash Academy and Sahlen’s Sports Park will remain in 
Rochester.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/19/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The removal of the inner loop in downtown Rochester has already sparked 
one success story. Rochester Eye and Laser Center is located at North Union and Charlotte Street 
near East Avenue. The owners decided to make a major renovation, to coincide with the removal 
of the inner loop right next door. The city has taken out that part of the expressway, and is 
replacing it with a boulevard. CEO of Rochester Eye and Laser Center Ken Lindahl said, “I’ve 
always been involved with downtown, whether through music or my church. And those sorts of 
things. So, I wanted to be part of the renovation of the inner loop and we needed that here at the 
Eye Center.” The newly renovated Eye and Laser Center includes an upgraded patient area and a 
new retail optical shop. Meantime, work on the inner loop project continues. Construction of the 
new street, bicycle and walking paths, which are replacing the sunken expressway, is expected to 
be done by the end of the year.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/19/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Just weeks after we learned about plans for Chick-Fil-A in Greece, a local 
developer tells us the fast food chain is also slated to come to Henrietta, and a proposed location 
in Brighton has been scrapped. It was supposed to be part of the Whole Foods Development on 
Monroe Avenue. The developer of that project, Danny Daniele, blamed the cancellation on 
Wegmans, which he has also accused of holding up the launch of Whole Foods. Wegmans, and 
others, have expressed concerns that the development will bring too much traffic to an already 
well-travelled area. Daniele said, “We’ll just keep moving forward without Chick-Fil-A, it’s sad 
because with Wegmans putting so much heavy handed pressure on Brighton to reduce traffic on 
Monroe Avenue it’s created too much of an uphill battle to try to get Chick-Fil-A approved.” A 
representative with the Department of Transportation tells us 40,000 cars travel through the area 
between 590 and Pittsford Plaza each day. The Danieles say they are actively looking for other 
businesses to take the place of the Chick-Fil-A.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/24/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: During Governor Cuomo’s stop in Rochester today, he was asked about 
the fizzle of a once-celebrated announcement, that a California photonic company’s promise to 
create hundreds of jobs in our area. Today, Cuomo said Empire State Development was right to 
pull the plug on the deal claiming their assessment of the company had changed. News 8 
reported last March that the jobs from both Photonica and the other company slated to expand 
here, Avogy, were not guaranteed. Cuomo compared the Photonica failure today to this…”It’s 
like companies that invest in a stock portfolio, you buy a hundred stocks, not every stock goes 
up, some stocks go up, some stocks were a mistake, that is the nature of the enterprise, but I can 
tell you this, every state now is in the business of competing for companies.” Cuomo and 
Rochester leaders insist this latest news does little to impact the ongoing creation of the 
Rochester Photonics Institute.



Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/24/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: A proposed tomato growing operation in Webster could be taking its 
business elsewhere. Some neighbors in the area formed an alliance against the Intergrow 
Greenhouse project because they had concerns about how it could impact traffic and property 
values. One of those neighbors discovered a conservation easement which stated that the soil 
Intergrow intended to build upon was protected by the federal government and classified as 
“prime soil.” At that point the Department of Agriculture stepped in and Webster’s Town 
Supervisor began to move away from his support of the project. Jason Jugovic, a Webster 
resident opposed to the tomato farm said, “That was the frustrating part as a town we were 
speaking up and saying we don’t want this leave the five percent easement that we pay taxes for 
but he changed it to fit the greenhouses.” Intergrow’s president says they are now looking at sites 
outside of Webster, and confirms at this point, they have no further meetings scheduled with the 
Town of Webster.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/1/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Today was the first day of business at the new Del Lago Casino and Resort 
in Seneca County. This 400 million dollar project promised 1,500 jobs and a long-term economic 
boost to the town of Tyre. The 94,000 square foot gaming facility boasts 2000 slot machines, 89 
gaming tables and a room dedicated to playing poker. Del Lago General Manager Jeff Babinski 
says the casino is expected to generate a lot of revenue. Babinski said, “We are projected to do 
about 250 million in revenue on an annual basis. That equates to about 70 million in taxes 
revenue to the state and to the counties.” While many were celebrating the casino’s opening 
today, others have been against the plan from the beginning. Some are opposed to gambling, 
while businesses like the Finger Lakes Casino and Race Track in Farmington are concerned Del 
Lago could take a significant cut from their profits.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/1/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Silicon Valley is expanding its footprint into the Rochester area. The CEO 
of software engineering firm Atypon tells us they’re already setting up shop and they’re here to 
stay. Atypon’s headquartered in Santa Clara with offices in New York City, Europe, and the 
Middle East. The company is made up of software engineers and developers who create online 
publishing platforms for researchers and academics. Right now it has offices set up along 
Brown’s Race in the High Falls District of Rochester. Currently, Atypon has three people 
working here in Rochester. They’re looking to tap into local talent and universities here in 
Rochester and Upstate. The plan is to create a local team of 40 or so people by the end of the 
year.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/2/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The new Del Lago Casino is open, but the program designed to shuttle 
some local workers to the business hasn’t started rolling just yet. The Van Pool Program is run 
by the City of Rochester so we reached out to the mayor to find out what’s going on. Lovely 
Warren says part of the delay involves Del Lago getting approval for employees to work there, 



from the State Gaming Commission. Mayor Warren tells us so far there are about 7 workers have 
been approved and only two have schedules with the casino. So no one has been impacted yet. 
The mayor said today that the city will subsidize the cost of this service to Del Lago. The 
monthly cost will be less than 75 dollars each month per rider.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/9/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A local restaurant, famous for its delicious wings, has reopened following 
a three-alarm fire in November. Country Sweet Chicken and Wings was just one of six 
businesses that have been closed since the fire broke out in the Mt. Hope Plaza, and is the first to 
reopen. We’re told the fire was accidental and originally started in the Jing Li Chinese restaurant. 
Country Sweet’s CEO tells us they originally thought it would be a simple clean up, but it turned 
into a complete remodel project. After 35 years in this location, they now have a brand new 
restaurant.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/15/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: We’ve learned a proposed tomato growing operation that initially had its 
eyes on farmland in Webster is now looking to move to nearby Wayne County. Intergrow 
Corporation’s original plan called for a 25-acre greenhouses at Salt and State roads in Webster. 
But now the company is in talks to bring the operation to a site off Route 104 in Ontario. The 
Ontario Town Supervisor tells us the company and  private land owners have been in talks for a 
while now to bring the operation to Wayne County. Intergrow initially planned to expand by the 
end of this year, but after plenty of pushback by the public and the Department of Agriculture 
stepping in, it appears the deal is off the table in Webster. But there’s a potential new site in the 
works in nearby Wayne County in the town of Ontario. Supervisor John Smith tells us the 
company’s high-tech approach using hydroponics fits in with the town’s current infrastructure 
and he’s looking forward to the economic impact this multi-million dollar project will have for 
the town. Supervisor Smith says the town’s confident there will be no zoning issues this time 
around and that the community will be enthusiastic about the project. Again, this is not yet a 
done deal.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/16/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: The New York State Attorney General is pressing his case against internet 
companies tonight and he wants your help. Eric Schneiderman is touring the state after 
announcing a lawsuit earlier this month against Time Warner Cable. He claims the company 
falsified advertising by promising fast internet speed, the failed to deliver. The Attorney General 
may be looking at other companies. To test your internet speed, you can head over to a website 
like speedtest.net. There you can see how fast your download and upload times are. To submit a 
complaint call: 1-800-771-7755.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/17/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Governor Andrew Cuomo has announced a plan to protect jobs at the 
Finger Lakes Casino and Race Track following the opening of the new Del Lago Casino and 



Resort in nearby Seneca County. The two-year plan, which has an option for a third year, would 
protect hundreds of horsemen and track jobs at Finger Lakes by maintaining the racing program 
at 2016 per-race purse levels and providing a racing season of 145 days. As part of the 
agreement, the company that owns Finger Lakes, Delaware North, would contribute money to 
the purses, and in return the horsemen would guarantee an average number of entries per race. 
Del Lago would also be required to provide money to Finger Lakes in exchange for corporate 
benefits. In addition, money would be contributed to Finger Lakes purses by the New York 
Thoroughbred Breeding and Development Fund. All parties will reconvene in August of 2017 
and 2018 to determine what impact del Lago’s operation has had on the Finger Lakes Racing 
Program.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/20/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The once popular Golden Ponds Restaurant in Greece has closed its doors 
once again. Golden Ponds had just reopened after being closed by the health department in 
November. The owner’s attorney tells News 8 this time, the closure is a voluntary decision by 
the owner and his family. Some 260 people got sick after eating at the restaurant around 
Thanksgiving. Golden Ponds is facing two lawsuits, filed by diners who claim they are among 
those who were sickened after eating there.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/24/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: JC Penny announced they plan to close up to 140 stores and offer buyouts 
to 6,000 workers. They will release a full list of planned closures in mid-March. Nearly all 
impacted stores are expected to close in the second quarter of 2017. Penny’s now Macy’s and 
Sears on the list of department stores that are closing their doors and shedding costs as shoppers 
go elsewhere. One shopper said, JC Penny was always her go-to-store, but thinks online 
shopping could be to blame. We reached out to JC Penny for comment, but they said they are not 
providing interviews at this time.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/24/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Costco is taking shots at Wegmans saying sale displays at Wegmans stores 
were false and misleading when products were compared side-by-side. Wegmans responded in a 
statement saying: “The National Advertising Division confirmed that our price comparisons to 
Costco were accurate. The NAD recommended minor changes to our signs. Customers may not 
even notice the difference.” Many of the local shoppers we spoke to today say they don’t even 
notice the comparative pricing. In fact, shoppers said it’s the quality of the food, customer 
service and convenience of location that influences their choice. Shoppers also said they were 
willing to sacrifice a few dollars for the better store experience.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/25/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Local people helping out local farms, that’s what was happening in 
Canandaigua today. The New York Wine and Culinary Center hosted a community-supported 
agriculture share buying event. People who enjoy organically grown food, whether that be 



vegetables, milk, cheese, or even meat, can buy shares of a farm to get the products they want. 
It’s a nice say to help farmers early when they’re incurring most of the debt, and guarantee 
yourself some fresh produce. People who purchased the shares from the locally grown farms will 
receive them either on a weekly basis, or a certain amount when they’re harvested. We have a 
list of farms on our website.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/13/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Philanthropist Tom Golisano is pledging 25 million dollars toward a new 
performing arts center in Rochester. Both the city and the chairman of the Rochester Broadway 
Theater League confirmed the pledge tonight. RBTL has proposed building a theatre on Parcel 5, 
the former Midtown site. The estimated cost of the project is 75 million dollars. Besides 
Golisano’s gift and money raised by RBTL, funding for the theatre would come from the 
governor’s office, and the State Assembly and Senate. However, the city is considering three 
other proposals for Parcel 5. It has yet to make a decision.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/28/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: On Friday, Cole and Parks Restaurant in Victor will close after 13 years in 
business. Many are now wondering what will happen to the historic building. The Daniele family 
has purchased the property on Route 96, which includes the historic yellow homestead. It was 
built in 1813. The Daniele’s want to put in a car wash. The Victor Planning Board has questions 
about traffic congestion and it will not allow the Daniele’s to bulldoze the building. Several more 
hearings on the project are in the works. Daniele says construction won’t take place for at least 
another 6 to 8 months.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/1/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: An English-based tech company is setting up shop in Ontario County and 
will bring in 80 new jobs over the next four years. The 11 million dollar shared services center in 
Victor will also help retain nearly 200 jobs locally. Ultra Electronics will be a big economic 
boost for Ontario County, and it’s all part of the Finger Lakes Forward Initiative. The building is 
going to be part of its subsidiary, Flightline Electronics. Flightline is off Route 96 on Omnitech 
Place in Victor. The company specializes in manufacturing of products for defense, security and 
aerospace applications. The state was a critical part of the move to Ontario County by incentives, 
like $800,000 offered through a tax credit program in return for job investments. 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/3/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Lawmakers calling on additional funding for public transportation. Senator 
Joe Robach and Assemblyman Harry Bronson and many others are urging Governor Cuomo to 
provide more funding that is needed for the Rochester and Finger Lakes region. Lawmakers say 
the money would be used to maintain current services but also meet the growing demand for 
more services. RTS added that with the reality of ridesharing in Rochester means they also need 
to find new ways to appeal to customers.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/3/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The headquarters of the AIM Photonics hub in Rochester will stay at 
Eastman Business Park, and not be part of the Sibley Building or Legacy Tower in downtown 
Rochester as originally proposed. We learned about the development during a meeting of the 
Photonics board at the Eastman Business Part. AIM Photonics wants to stay close to its testing, 
assembly, and packaging facility there. The chairman of AIM Photonics, Bob Duffy, talked 
about how it’s now up to Rochester to continue to grow in the industry. Rochester’s Photonics 
board is seeking an extra 81 million dollars in state funding. And AIM Photonics is expected to 
start hiring this summer.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/16/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: Governor Cuomo has reached an agreement between the new Del Lago 
Resort and Casino, and Finger Lakes Racing and Gaming. It’s set to save 1,200 jobs, and keep 
the horse racing industry alive and well running. The two year plan maintains the amount of 
money winners are paid, while also extending the season 145 days. The season would now run 
from April into November, with eight races per day. Del Lago is expected to pay more than 
$400,000.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/20/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: OFD Foods, a leading supplier of freeze-dried food for the United States 
Military, will be expanding its operations to Henrietta. The company will build a new 50,000 
square foot facility on Rush-Henrietta Townline Road near I-390 and West Henrietta Road. The 
company will build the facility to better serve its Midwest and east coast customer base. The new 
plant is expected to create 30 full-time jobs. It will focus on providing contract freeze-drying 
services in bulk industrial packaging. Groundbreaking on the new facility will take place next 
month. It is expected to be complete by June 2018.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/29/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Xerox is launching 29 new products over the next six months, the largest 
launch in company history. Hundreds of engineers from the Rochester area developed the new 
products, which are multi-functional copiers and printers. The machines incorporate apps and 
software and are built around cloud connectivity. The technology is like a smartphone for 
printers. Users can customize their own products. Last year, Xerox split into two separate 
companies. Its business process service division became Conduent, Inc. Xerox employs more 
than 5,000 people in the Rochester area. The new products will be available this Spring.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/30/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: We’re about to see how far fifty million dollars in state funding will go at 
the Rochester airport. Work is about to begin on a slew of upgrades. The overall goal for the 
project is shorter wait times, more convenience and most importantly, enhanced security for the 
travelers.  County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo said, “The airport when you pull up, it’s like pulling 



up to your house, it’s the front door of our community and we want to make sure that everybody 
here in our community is welcomed, loves the airport, loves Monroe County, so it’s the door in 
and the door out.” Dinolfo and Airport Director Mike Giardino say the upcoming changes will 
make this door ever more welcoming. Part of that will be special lines for pre-checked travelers. 
There’s also going to be a new cell phone lot that will feature a flight-tracking monitor. Plus, a 
new children’s play area put together with the help of The Strong Museum of Play. For safety, 
they’re going to place facial recognition technology at the door. There will soon be a canopy 
built over some roads to protect people heading to or from their cars, which means if snow is the 
second thing people see after the airport, they’ll at least get a few extra steps before they have to 
deal with it. There are a number of other upgrades and changes slated for the airport. 
Construction is breaking ground this spring and will take about two years to complete.

Community – Highlighting programs and people who strive to make our community vibrant, safe 
and informed.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/4/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Local Trooper Jake Brinson responded to the attacks on September 11th, 
Hurricane Sandy and countless other major events over a 29-year career, is doing even more to 
help local youth when he’s not in uniform. Trooper Brinson has seen first-hand how helping 
someone while they’re young can change a child’s future. That’s why he started coaching 
football for the Northwest Youth Association and the Rochester Christian Youth Basketball 
team. He also spent extra time in schools for gang and drug resistance training. Brinson said, “A 
lot of parents are not in the household, so I try to step in and be a father-figure to most of the 
guys and gals that I come into contact with.” And there are hundreds of kids that “Coach Jake” 
continues helping on and off the courts and the fields. Now Trooper Brinson is ready to change 
things a bit. He said, “I’ve put some time into this place, I guess it’s time for me to walk away 
and let some of the younger guys take the lead and hopefully their careers will be as successful 
and safe as mine.” Trooper Brinson will no longer be patrolling the streets in 2017, he’ll be 
enjoying his retirement from the NYS troopers. But, he says that will just give him more time to 
work with local youth.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/4/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Tonight, another Code Blue is in effect. That’s the state’s mandate for 
homeless shelters, whenever the temperature drops below 32 degrees or the wind-chill reaches 
zero. Homeless advocates were set to conduct sweeps of places where the homeless are known to 
gather, to encourage them to come to Rochester shelters. The Code Blue initiatives are mandated 
through local counties. When they’re in effect, local shelters put out extra beds.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/11/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Across the country, thousands of volunteer first responders dedicate their 
time and energy into helping their communities, in East Bloomfield, three of those volunteers 
really stand out. Gina Zaino, Gary Bidwell and Terry Hall are known to many as the “A-Team.” 
Gina said, “Gary, Terry and myself, I would say are on the majority of the calls that come 



through because I work from home and Terry and Gary are retired, so we’re around town most of 
the time.” It’s rare that at least one member of the “A-Team” isn’t responding to a call. Their 
time together has created lasting friendships. Gina said, “Gary and Terry have been my mentors. 
They helped me with driving. They helped push me into getting my EMT certification and 
helping me do my testing and practicals. There’s nothing like learning from the best.” Terry 
said,” We’re all really close. Many mornings we go for coffee downtown at Bradley J’s then 
come up here and see what needs to be done, cleaning or paperwork.” All of them were shocked 
to learn they’d been suggested to us as Extraordinary People. Gina said, “We don’t always get a 
thank you, and when we do, we really appreciate it.” So we say “thank you” to the East 
Bloomfield “A-Team” and to all of the other volunteer first responders. The East Bloomfield 
Volunteer Ambulance Service is a division of the Canandaigua Emergency Squad. And they are 
asking that more people consider volunteering.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/15/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: U.S. census data shows Rochester’s population amongst 20 to 34 year olds 
grew by 8.8 percent from 2010 to 2015. More than any other city in upstate. Across the nation? 
That figure was 6.1 percent. Heide Zimmer-Meyer is the president of the Rochester Downtown 
Development Corporation. She says these trends are part of a pop culture shift, one that’s been 
seen in other parts of the world. Zimmer-Meyer says a major draw for millennials to mid-size 
cities like Rochester is the ability to stand out in their professions. Zimmer-Meyer’s said, “I think 
big cities are pushing young people out. The costs, the daily grind of getting places, it’s pretty 
overwhelming.” Just last week, Governor Cuomo proposed a five-million-dollar program 
designed to help recent college graduates buy their first home, so long as its upstate and near a 
downtown center. The program would offer taxpayer funded low interest loans, down payment 
help and more.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/17/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Rochester Housing Authority launched its new initiative today. RHA 
signified the launch of “changing the face of public housing” by holding a ribbon cutting for a 
rehabilitated public housing property in the Marketview Heights neighborhood. The project was 
a $410,000 investment and included updates to both the interior and exterior of the four-unit site 
using a capital fund grant. The Garson Avenue project is the first of several RHA public housing 
properties set to undergo remodels. The changes will improve quality of life for residents, 
enhance the home values in surrounding neighborhoods and reduce the maintenance upkeep 
costs.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/17/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A group of local organizations came together to recognize the Women’s 
Suffrage Centennial in New York State. This evening, at the Memorial Art Gallery, the U of R’s 
Susan B. Anthony Center, the National Susan B. Anthony Museum & House and the American 
Association of University Women hosted a cocktail reception and presentation. The reception 
was put together to celebrate 100 years of women’s right to vote in New York State and to unveil 
a calendar of events commemorating the anniversary. The Susan B. Anthony Center is 



discussing a new self-guided art tour, with the Memorial Art Gallery, which will honor the 
centennial by showcasing women artists and celebrating their contributions to the field of art.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/21/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Today, Flower City Habitat for Humanity and the Penfield Church 
Coalition joined forces to finish the wall raising of a new home on Orchard Street in Rochester. 
If you remember, last June this was the same house News 8 helped build during the Framing 
Frenzy for Nexstar’s Founder’s Day of Caring. We spoke with Sherica Ross, who will soon 
move into this home, on what this means for her and her family. Ross said, “I’ve been trying to 
get a home for a while and Habitat approved me to become a homeowner. So, it means a lot to 
me and my daughter to get a home for ourselves and for her to grown in it.” Habitat for 
Humanity expects the home to be completed this summer, when Sherica and her daughter can 
move in.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/24/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: More than 100 volunteers joined forces to take a survey of the homeless 
population in Rochester and Monroe County. Overnight tonight and through tomorrow, 15 
groups of volunteers are fanning out over 15 different sections of Monroe County and the city to 
count the homeless population. They’ll also check local shelters. The numbers are then reported 
to the Department of Housing and Urban Development, which uses that information when it 
allocates funding for housing assistance. Nicholas Coulter, co-founder of Person Centered 
Housing Options said, “I personally think it’s a huge problem. We have roughly about 8,000 to 
10,000 on a yearly basis that are homeless that we can count. We’re finding more and more 
people on the streets now that we’ve created an intensive outreach team for the street homeless 
and our shelters, many of them are currently full.” In additional to counting the homeless 
population, the volunteers also bring them supplies such as snacks, water, toiletries, socks and 
gloves.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/30/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: This past week, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that more than 170  
million dollars will be used to expand broadband and high speed internet services in Upstate 
New York. In rural areas like Lyons, Wayne County, the average internet speed is around 25 
megabits per second. The new broadband program sets its goal at speeds of 100 megabits per 
second. This will provide better, faster and cheaper services. In the meantime, we spoke with a 
recent high school graduate, Samantha Smith, who talked about the struggles she had to go 
through just to get her homework done. She said, “There was a lot of stuff I was supposed to do 
online and I couldn’t do it here. I’d have to stay longer at school because I can’t do anything out 
here.” New York State will be awarding funds over a ten year period. The money will be 
distributed first in communities that don’t have access to fast internet speeds, but eventually all 
people throughout upstate will be eligible for this funding.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/1/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: President Trump’s executive order banning all refugees from entering the 
United States has sent a local group scrambling to make sure certain refugees get to Rochester. 
No One Left Behind helps foreigners who have helped U.S. soldiers move to the United States. 
Tonight, they waited at the Rochester airport hoping to see one of their families walk through the 
gate. Naqeebullah Malikzada put his life on the line for the United States, serving alongside U.S. 
soldiers as a translator during the war in Afghanistan. His dream all along, make it to America, to 
live his American dream. Malikzada said, “We were promised you would get your visa one day 
to move to the states.” Malikzada applied for a special immigration visa in 2006, or an SIV, 
given to people who work directly with the government. It was approved in 2011. But it was not 
a quick process. He fought to get into this country mostly for his wife and young daughter and 
son, all who were in serious danger in Afghanistan because of the service he performed for the 
United States. Then finally, luck turned around, just two weeks ago, the SIV was approved, but 
then the executive order came out. He said, “When that was signed, we lost all of our hopes.” It 
wasn’t clear at first whether he’d be allowed in, but the local organization No One Left Behind 
stepped in. They told the family if they could get plane tickets quickly to JFK airport, they would 
raise the money to get them to Rochester where they would receive the support they needed. 
Wednesday, the Malikzada family boarded a plane to America, leaving everything behind but 
two suitcases. We were there as they walked into the airport terminal in Rochester. Malikzada 
said, “This is a very special day for me. I did 14 years of support with the forces so I now see my 
future with you guys.” No One Left Behind is helping many families facing the same challenges. 
Like a family from Baghdad, who was on the way to the United States. The organization tells us 
they were removed for their plane in Turkey. And they are now in the process of helping them 
get to Rochester. The organization says they expect hundred, if not thousands, of families trying 
to come to America will need their assistance.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/3/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Rochester Police Department is once again celebrating Black Heritage 
Month. During an event today at the Public Safety Building, third graders from School Number 7 
challenged members of the RPD in various board games. Officers say “Playing Games with the 
Law” is a great way for kids to interact with the police in a positive way. Students were given the 
opportunity to have lunch with the officers after playing games.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/3/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Prior to the president’s travel ban being halted, a large rally took place in 
downtown Rochester earlier tonight. Protesters stood up for refugees and condemned President 
Trump’s executive order. Outside City Hall Friday, demonstrators concerned about President 
Trump’s executive order on refugees, were loud. Some were out to urge local leaders to keep 
Rochester a Sanctuary City. Rochester is a Sanctuary City, meaning local police officers do not 
enforce federal immigration laws. President Trump recently signed an executive order denying 
federal funding to sanctuary cities, like Rochester. Mayor Lovely Warren told the crowd, 
Rochester will continue to support refugees. Rochester police say the event was peaceful and 



orderly and no arrests were made. Demonstrators told us tonight that was their goal. They just 
wanted their voices to be heard.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/10/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The traditional Neighborhood Watch program is getting more high tech. 
NextDoor.com is a social media site allowing neighbors to communicate almost instantly. In 
Rochester, the North Winton Village has been using the program, which started in 2011. After 
recent reports of car break-ins in the area, Mary Coffey, the co-chair of North Winton Village, is 
thankful for the Rochester Police Department, but wanted to take security in the village a step 
further by joining nextdoor.com, a free, private social media site for neighborhoods. “Our 
neighbors are a great resource when we have a safety concern in the neighborhood they can use 
Nextdoor to get the word out and look out for each other that way.” When someone signs up for 
nextdoor.com, they have to verify their identity and address to be allowed access to the secured 
site. People in the North Winton Village follow the saying: If you see something, say something. 
And if they do see something suspicious, they report it on the website, use an app on their phone, 
and above all they call police. Mary Coffey says she is impressed by Nextdoor and that the site 
has also helped Winton Village find lost dogs, and improve the neighborhood as a whole. 
Rochester Police also praised Nextdoor.com saying the site adds extra eyes and ears throughout 
neighborhoods in the city. To see if your neighborhoods joined the online watch, visit 
Rochesterfirst.com

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/13/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Five days after the windstorm, just about 5,000 RG&E customers remain 
without power tonight. It’s a drop in the bucket compared to the 100,000 plus customers who lost 
power last Wednesday. RG&E is reassuring customers it is prepared this time around, but it’s 
small comfort for those who still don’t have power. The bulk of those are in the towns of Greece 
and Irondequoit, and the City of Rochester. The Red Cross has set up shelters at the Gantt Center 
and MCC.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/13/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: News 8 is putting Rochester first in the wake of the March wind storm. We 
partnered with the American Red Cross for a telethon all day today to raise money for disaster 
relief. According to local Red Cross President Jim Love, the total amount raised is about 
$174,00. RG&E donated $100,000. All of the money will stay right here in the Rochester area. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/8/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: We are a wind-worn region tonight. Much destruction after a second wind 
storm in a week. Today’s high-octane gusts took aim at our trees, snapping many of them and 
sending them into homes and power lines. The worst of the winds have subsided, but power 
outages have continued to climb. At this hour RG&E is reporting just over 90,000 homes and 
businesses without power in Monroe County. National Grid says more than 11,000 of its 



customers are currently in the dark. In Wayne County, RG&E says more than 8,600 customers 
have no power. A number of local school districts have canceled classes tomorrow.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/10/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: As several thousand people are still without power in Irondequoit tonight, 
the town has enlisted volunteers to help keep tabs on their elderly neighbors. Irondequoit 
Supervisor Dave Seeley says Irondequoit has the largest percentage of senior citizens among 
towns in Monroe County. About 21 percent of people living there are more than 65 years old. 
Seeley said, “You know if they don’t have heat, make sure they have a plan. Make sure they 
have somewhere to go, and make sure that they know about our shelter, our overnight shelter. 
That’s our goal. I think we want to be able to help one another, we want to be there for one 
another.”

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/14/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 3:00
Detailed Description: Tonight, we’re right at the peak of what is adding up to be the biggest 
snow storm of the season, shutting down roads, businesses and schools. Plow crews are working 
around the clock to clear the roads, but at the rate the snow is falling, it’s tough for them to keep 
up. Most schools announced they will close again tomorrow as the state is still under a state of 
emergency. There are a number of travel advisories. In Wayne and Ontario counties the sheriff’s 
offices say there should be no unnecessary travel. It’s not an outright ban, but they are advising 
you to stay off the roads if at all possible. Despite today’s snowfall, some 2,000 RG&E workers 
fanned out over Monroe County to restore power to the last remaining customers who were 
impacted by the windstorm. It’s hard to believe more than 100,000 customers didn’t have power 
6 days ago. Tonight that number is now 646, with the majority, about 330, in the City of 
Rochester.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/24/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Protests over a family being detained by immigration officials has a 
community searching for answers. Activists gathered in Irondequoit last night after they say a 
mother was taken into custody and separated from her children for hours. That family is from 
Geneseo. Another protest is taking place right now in downtown Rochester. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/31/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: As of April 1st, the village of Macedon dissolves in the Town of Macedon. 
The village board marked the occasion this evening with its very last meeting, not at the Village 
Hall, but at the Macedon Town Hall on Main Street. They paid final bills, and moved what 
money was left into the town’s bank account. Then they turned the keys to Village Hall over to 
the town supervisor. The vote put Village Mayor William Murray out of a job, but he says he’s 
happy about it. Murray said, “This has been important because plain and simple to tax savings all 
the way around. I’m a village resident. I’m also a town resident. We’ve got double taxes going 
on. As of midnight tonight, we will no longer have a double tax. We’ll be singular.” Macedon 



voters approved the dissolution one year ago. The village of Macedon was founded in 1856. 
Now, it’s one for the history books. 

Crime/Law Enforcement – topics covered under this issue include: Violent crimes and non-
violent crimes. Police and community efforts to fight crime.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/1/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: This month is ushering in a bunch of new state laws. One is the Move Over 
law. As you approach emergency vehicles with lights that are being displayed in the color of 
blue, yellow, red or green that people are to slow down and move over. But this is something that 
many of us already do, so, why is the new law any different? Executive Deputy Chief James 
Bucci at Henrietta Ambulance said, “So before it was just for fire and police, now it is for tow 
trucks, ambulance services, any type of emergency vehicles that are out there.” Bucci 
emphasizes the Move Over law is not just about moving over. He says drivers also need to slow 
down, and be prepared to stop near an emergency scene if needed. There will be tickets and there 
will be fines issued for people that don’t move over and that end up causing an incident.” The 
Move Over law is meant for all drivers to be driving slower, safer and more cautions on the 
roads and it’s going to be going in effect on Tuesday, January 17.”

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/2/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: At least 38 murders occurred in Rochester during 2016. In 2015, there 
were 36. By August, 22 homicides had occurred. 17 of them at the time remained unsolved. Data 
shows most of the homicides take place in an area that covers under 30 percent of the city’s 
population, known as the Crescent, a C shaped area around the center city.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/4/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Pistol owners, a heads up for you, the New York State recertification 
website is up and running. As part of the Safe Act, pistol owners have to recertify every five 
years. So anyone who bought a gun before January 2-13, you’ve got the next year to re-register 
before you are in violation. And there’s two ways you can do so. Either online on the state’s 
website, or via a form you can print out and mail in. Here in Monroe County, County Clerk 
Adam Bello has made things a bit easier. He said, “The clerk’s office is going to dedicate a 
computer here, so folks can come in if they want to recertify here or just happen to be downtown 
they can stop in or go online in our office.” As of noon today, more than 1,500 gun owners have 
recertified their license in Monroe County.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/6/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Police say bank robberies in our area are becoming more frequent. We’re 
only a few days into the new year and there have already been several incidents. Officer Lance 
Duffy said, “We just want to stay on top of it. When we anticipate a problem somewhere, we’ll 
saturate that area and hopefully put problems to an end.” Officer Duffy said they can deter crime 
with police presence.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/19/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Livingston County first responders have now gone digital. We toured their 
operations center today where they showed us the new digital radio system. It’s been something 
they’ve been working on for at least three years. Now all county emergency first responders, 
police, fire, ambulances, and highway will coordinate on one frequency and through one dispatch 
center. They hope to decrease response time, and increase communication. The project ended up 
costing 10 million dollars and was paid for mostly by grants from the state.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/23/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: An alert tonight from police: crooks are placing credit card skimmers 
inside gas pumps. We’re told one of the devices was discovered last Friday at the Crosby’s 
station in Kendall, Orleans County. The other, at a Crosby’s on Lake Road in Hamlin. The 
skimmers were hidden inside the machines, meaning no one would have suspected them from 
the outside. Skimmers take credit card information from customers making transactions. The 
Monroe County Sheriff’s Office says it has not received complaints about fraudulent 
transactions, but the Orleans County Sheriff’s Office has. Both recommend you take a close look 
at your bank statements if you did pump at either of these gas stations recently.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/25/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: One of the three men suspected in the mass shooting on Genesee Street in 
Rochester was found not guilty on all counts today. Jalen Everett was originally found guilty of 
murder in the triple homicide, which occurred in August 2015. But a judge overturned the 
verdict because of juror misconduct. After the verdict in his retrial, he was released from the 
Monroe County jail and without comment, he left quickly with a large group of people. Everett 
and two others were charged with opening fire on a crowd of people outside the Boys and Girls 
Club. Three men were killed, and four other people were wounded. Everett’s mother told us she 
feels justice prevailed today. But the mother of victim Jonah Barley, believes otherwise. One 
man has already been found guilty in the murders and received three life sentences. Another 
suspect will go on trial in June.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/26/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The man who plotted to commit a terror attach in Rochester in the name of 
ISIS has been sentenced. Emanuel Lutchman threatened to use a machete to kill or kidnap 
patrons of Merchant’s Grill in Rochester. Today, he learned he’ll spend up to 20 years behind 
bars. Lutchman spoke directly to the judge before being sentenced saying he denounced the 
Islamic State. And he “Wasn’t stable” when all this happened. Lutchman also apologized to the 
owner of the bar he was planning to attack. But once the judge announced sentencing, Lutchman 
began arguing with him, and started yelling in Arabic. Lutchman was also sentenced to 30 years 
of supervised release, but after the outburst in court, the judge changed it to 50.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/1/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The company formerly known as Time Warner Cable is being sued for 
allegedly ripping off customers. New York’s Attorney General announced the lawsuit today. Eric 
Schneiderman says Spectrum promised better internet speeds and performance when the service 
provider merged with Time Warner Cable a year ago. But according to him, they didn’t deliver. 
The lawsuit alleges the company promised premium subscribers faster internet, but delivered 
download speeds up to 70 percent slower than advertised. The AG’s office is seeking to 
compensate subscribers for five years of damages that could be worth hundreds of millions of 
dollars. The parent company, Charter Communications released a statement today: “We are 
disappointed that the NY Attorney General chose to file this lawsuit regarding Time Warner 
Cable’s broadband speed advertisements prior to Charter’s merger. We will continue to invest in 
our business and deliver the highest quality services to our customers while we defend against 
these allegations.”

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/2/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Gates police are concerned about why they were not notified sex offenders 
were staying at local motels and after issues in the past with the parole office, police are 
wondering how closely parolees are being monitored. Gates police are at it again with the 
Department of Corrections and Community Supervision after finding out they placed a Level 2 
and a Level 3 sex offender at local motels. Gates Police Chief James Vanbrederode said, “These 
people when they come out of prison won’t have a job, won’t have any money, many of them 
don’t have any family, so they need some support when they get out of prison. Or we’re going to 
get the same result.” Police say the manager at the Radiant Inn and Sweet had no idea a sex 
offender was a guest. However, they were immediately evicted from the facility. “Vanbrederode 
said, “I would have thought we’d have better policies and practices in place to integrate a 
prisoner. A halfway house or something run by the Department of Corrections.” The Department 
of Corrections fought back by saying it’s not their job to place sex offenders in housing. That’s 
the job of the county’s Social Services Department. However, the police chief says someone is to 
blame and the process with parolees needs to change. The Monroe Department of Social 
Services did not return out calls to get their side of the story, but with the parole office’s long 
standing conflict with Gates police, these conversations are far from over.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/3/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Rochester City Court Judge Leticia Astacio is accused of violating the 
conditions of a prior drunk driving conviction. Astacio was forced to surrender her license to the 
court clerk today because of the sheer volume of violations. Those include an incident at 
Marketplace Mall on November 20th in which a security guard at a restaurant there claimed 
Astacio was intoxicated. Then there was a violation that stemmed from a November 24th incident 
where pictures of her at a party where people were drinking surfaced. The two new declarations 
of delinquency introduced today stemmed from interlock violations on her vehicle. Judge 
Aronson said Astacio had someone else blow on the device so that she could start her car. 
Astacio’s attorney responded to the allegations today. “I’ve been doing this forty years and have 
never seen so much pressure placed on a defendant for trivial offenses.” Judge Astacio and her 



attorney are denying all of these violations, saying that Astacio’s children blew into the devices 
by mistake. She will be back in court on March third. She is still collecting her salary of more 
than $170,000.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/8/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: How to respond when an active shooter is within your vicinity? This 
morning Greater Rochester Chamber of Commerce and Blackhawk Emergency Management 
hosted part two of their active shooter and workplace violence program at the Strong National 
Museum of Play in Rochester. In front of 100 attendees, Chris Durkin, CEO of Blackhawk 
Emergency Management Group is facilitating a panel discussion between law enforcement and 
business leaders. The topic: How businesses recover after a threat has ended. Durkin said, “What 
happens when the building becomes a crime scene. Approximately how long will it take to get 
back in the building. What do you do in the meantime. Notifications and next of kin.” Rochester 
Chamber of Commerce CEO, Bob Duffy has over 28 years in law enforcement, he says during 
the time of stress you react the way you are trained. Duffy said, “If you can get people, 
employees trained to think a certain way if God forbid something happens, if that day were ever 
to come, they could act instinctually. And hopefully in a way that saves their lives and the lives 
of their co-workers.” An active shooter crisis could last up to 3-5 minutes, these business owners 
are here today hoping that they knowledge that they gain, they will never have to use.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/15/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A Greece man who owns a children’s party rental company, is facing child 
pornography charges tonight. Federal investigators say 37 year old Kevin Dimartino had more 
than 20,000 images of children in his possession. Nancy Anselmo says she knew her neighbor, 
Kevin Dimartino, only as the Bounce House Man. Anselmo said, “He’s had them out there and 
the kids could come over there and bounce on them.” Wednesday she learned an undercover law 
enforcement officer found video file with child pornography on the internet, linked to an email 
belonging to Dimartino. In a criminal complaint filed against Dimartino, authorities say he asked 
if he knew some of the people in the pornography he possessed were about 11 years old. He said, 
“I know.” In the same paperwork, when they asked Dimartino how long he had been struggling 
with the child pornography he told them “maybe a year or so.” We knocked on Dimartino’s door 
for comment but didn’t get a response. Dimartino appeared before a judge and was released. He 
is due back in court March 9th. The charges he’s facing carry a minimum penalty of five years in 
prison and a maximum of 20 years.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/17/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Customs and border patrol officers made two raids this week in Buffalo. 
And some of the people suspected of being in the country illegally, might have ties to a local 
company. 23 suspected illegal immigrants were arrested on Monday in the town of Hamburg, 
just south of Buffalo. They were picked up near a construction site, and the site’s general 
contractor is DGA Builders, a company headquartered in Pittsford. Workers at the site tipped off 
border patrol. The second raid happened in Grand Island on Wednesday and the town supervisor 
says that people shouldn’t overreact. Nate McMurray said< “These people deserve a fair hearing 



and a due process, and they deserve all the rights afforded them under the law, but I’m glad 
we’re taking care of it and I’m glad we’re protecting the citizens of Grand Island.” DGA 
Builders has not provided comment yet. President Trump has ordered border patrol officers to 
detain and process illegal immigrants.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/17/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Police in Gates are speaking out. This, after arresting five people they say 
broke into a home and assaulted a 14-year-old girl, all while capturing the incident on video. 
Police say Idalis Santiago and Jarrett Lewis and three minors are accused in the assault. They say 
this happened at a home on Elvira Street in Gates. Gates police are saying “beef” over 
boyfriends, made 17 year old Jarrett Lewis and 16 year old Idalis Santiago break into a home on 
Elvira Street January 27th. Sgt. Martyn Verbakel with the Gates Police Department tells us Lewi 
sand Santiago were also with three other girls who are minors. Police say they took part in a 
brutal attack and they recorded it on their phones. A move that’s not all that uncommon, experts 
say it’s becoming a nationwide trend. Gates Police say the bad behavior won’t be tolerated. 
“Regardless if you’re a juvenile or not a juvenile, there’s going to be consequences for that and 
that’s what we made sure of.” Gates police say they executed search warrants on the girls’ 
phones to get the videos they took during the attack. They say they will not be releasing that. 
Meanwhile Lewis and Santiago are being charged as adults in this case. All five suspects are 
facing assault, burglary and criminal mischief charges in this case.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/20/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: During this tax season, Governor Cuomo is warning New Yorkers of new 
scams aimed at stealing confidential information. Cyber thieves and scammers are using more 
and more sophisticated methods to try and steal personal information. It’s not just phone calls, 
scammers are taking advantage of email to steal private information. Usually, the scammers will 
pose as someone from the IRS asking for identity confirmation. The New York Tax Department 
is reporting more than 5,000 Social Security numbers have been compromised. If you’ve been 
contacted by a scammer or you think your private information is no longer secure, report it to the 
New York State Tax Department immediately. The link can be found at RochesterFirst.com

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/23/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A Rochester man has been arrested for making false calls to 911. 52-year-
old Michael King has been charged with 37 counts of falsely reporting an incident. Rochester 
fire investigators say he used a number of different cell phones and disguised his voice. Fake 
calls amount to 170,000 nationwide every year. Last year there were over 100 direct 911 calls in 
Rochester that were fake and malicious.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/27/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Tyquan Rivera is back behind bars because of a parole violation. He is in 
his early 20’s now, but he was only 14 years old when he shot Rochester Police Officer Anthony 
Diponzio in the head in 2009. Rivera was sentenced to 3 and a half to ten year in prison and 



served seven. He was set free in July of last year at the age of 21, because of a state statute that 
allows convicts to be conditionally released after serving 60 percent of their sentence. The State 
Department of Corrections says Rivera recently failed to meet curfew, and changed his address 
without notifying his parole officer.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/27/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: 16-year-old Ernastiaze Moore, is accused of intentionally shooting at an 
officer, and admitting to doing it to avoid going to jail. He was arraigned today on charges of 
attempted murder and two counts of criminal possession of a weapon. Police say the incident 
happened near Santee Street on Rochester’s northwest side. The felony complaint alleges that 
Moore shot at Officer Kelly Phillips, an on duty uniformed police officer. Police say Moore was 
captures trying to run to admitted to having a gun.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/27/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A local sheriff is taking a stand on illegal immigrants, a stance that he 
hopes will both support US security and local farmers. A recent trip to the US Mexico border 
helped Wayne County Sheriff Barry Virts form his position on migrant workers, illegal 
immigrants and public safety. Wayne County has the highest number of migrant workers in the 
state.  Virts knows many of the migrant workers are here illegally, and he’s saying he’s not going 
to target them. Virts said, “In this country, we depend on migrant labor to harvest our apples and 
our apple farmers are a huge economic engine to this country.” After attending a border security 
conference in Arizona, the sheriff say she’s been inspired to help crack down on what he calls 
border security. Virts said, “We have a huge problem with heroin in this area, in this state, and in 
this country. We need to stop those drugs from coming into the country. If someone committed a 
crime and they’re undocumented, we’re going to arrest them just like a citizen of this country.” 
But if those undocumented workers come here simply to work, chances are they won’t have a 
problem with the sheriff. Virts said, “Again, immigration is about economic migrants, political 
asylum and refugees. Border security is about stopping criminal activity, drug trafficking, human 
trafficking and terrorism.” The sheriff also added that more effective methods need to be put in 
place to ease the process for these migrant workers to receive citizenship.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/28/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Overall violent crime is down from 2015 but just slightly and murder is up. 
In 2016, there were 42 murders. That’s up from 36 in 2015. In fact, that’s actually 16 percent 
higher than the five-year average. The chief say some of these homicides involve multiple 
victims and that skews the numbers. But, obviously, he says the department has work to do. On 
the other hand, he says they’ve made progress in getting guns off the street and that burglaries 
are at a thirty-year low. Either way, the police union, which has been critical of the department, 
says it’s not enough. The Locust Club says they appreciate the hard work all RPD officers do, 
but they don’t want this data to paint a picture that now there’s significantly less danger for the 
officers.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/1/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Charlie Tan could face a new trial in the murder of his father. His first trial 
ended with a hung jury in 2015 and the judge later dismissed the charges. Today, attorneys 
presented their arguments to an appellate court on why Judge Piampiano’s decision to dismiss 
the case should or should not be overturned. Assistant District Attorney Kelly Wolford says a 
mistrial was declared and that all parties agreed there would be a second trial. Tan’s attorney, 
Brian DeCarolis says plainly, that never happened. Wolford said, “We argued that it’s no double 
jeopardy because he agreed to be retried and the dismissal of the jury in the first case when they 
had not reached a verdict and he went on record saying I understand double jeopardy doesn’t 
apply I understand.” DeCarolis said, “For them to suggest that double jeopardy was in some 
shape or form waived by James Nobles, Charlie Tan or myself or collectively it’s just not there.” 
It could be weeks before a decision is made. And even if that decision is in favor of Charlie Tan, 
the ADA can simply bring this before a grand jury again. But Wolford says that’s complicated 
and they’re not looking to do that at this point.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/2/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Governor Andrew Cuomo has ordered the state police hate crimes task 
force to investigate vandalism at a Jewish cemetery in Rochester. The damage was discovered 
this morning at the Waad Hakolel Jewish cemetery on Stonewood Avenue. Sixteen different 
headstones have been toppled over, but we’re told that while most of the stones were vandalized, 
a few of them may be due to weather. The cemetery manager says many were tipped over 
purposely, but he believes the crime lacks some of the traits of anti-Semitic incidents in other 
parts of the country. In response to the vandalism, Governor Cuomo said today: “New York has 
zero tolerance for bias or discrimination of any kind. And we will always stand united in the face 
of anti-Semitism and divisiveness.” One again he has ordered state police to assist federal and 
local police in their investigation.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/3/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Results of a study on police community relations in Rochester. They say 
the 90 day study showed eight key themes that officers can improve in. Those include 
communication, training, relationship building, and respect. Though the Rochester Police 
Department says the number of crimes were down in 2016, there’s a perception that’s hard to 
break. Police Chief Michael Ciminelli said, “What we want to be able to keep reporting is 
reductions of crime. We’re going to keep working and striving to do that. But we want people to 
feel better about this police department, feel better about their city too, and to start dealing with 
the perception of what’s going on in the city.” Police Chief Ciminelli said the new, five section 
patrol model is designed to help not only reduce time between emergency calls, but hopefully 
strengthen the bond between officers and the community.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/3/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: An arrest has been made following a homicide inside a liquor store in 
Rochester yesterday. 59-year-old Kevin Quander has been charged with first degree murder and 



robbery. A makeshift memorial has been set up for the victim, 46-year-old Charlotte Lahr of 
Greece, outside of her store, Char’s South Avenue Wine and Liquor. She was found on the floor 
of the shop when police were called to the store for a report of a robbery. The DA’s office says 
Quander had just been released on parole for robbery in January. Monroe Co District Attorney 
Sandra Doorley said, “The last one was a robbery in the first degree from 2007. I’m not familiar 
with the facts. He did receive a nine year sentence with five years post release. It does look like 
another prior felony conviction out of county and another one out of state.” Police say the 
specifics of how the victim died will be released by the coroner at a later time. Quander will be 
arraigned tomorrow morning in city court.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/3/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Rochester court judge who was previously sentenced for drunk 
driving, was back in court today, facing new accusations of violating the conditions of her 
conviction. Prosecutors now say Judge Leticia Astacio failed to get her interlock device on her 
car serviced when she was supposed to. But Astacio’s attorney says she already has an 
appointment scheduled to fix the interlock device. The administrator for the interlock device 
Astacio uses, and a security guard from Marketplace Mall who claims he saw Astacio drunk, 
testified for the prosecution. Astacio’s sister and Astacio herself testified for the defense. A 
decision on whether she will face punishment was not reached today, as testimony ran so long, 
that it will have to be continued on Monday.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/3/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: New York State is launching an expanded effort to prevent the sale of 
alcohol to minors. Governor Cuomo announced a program that includes, for the first time, 
having actual minors try to buy alcohol in liquor stores and bars. Governor Cuomo is also 
imposing higher fines, possible jail time, and suspending licenses.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/6/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Some local law enforcement leaders are using the recent homicide on 
South Avenue in Rochester to make another call for parole reform. The suspect in that case, 
Kevin Quander, was just released from state prison just two months ago, after serving nine years 
for robbery. On Thursday, police say he robbed liquor store owner Charlotte Lahr, then killed 
her. The Monroe County Association of Chiefs of Police says there would be fewer instances of 
parolees reoffending if there were more parole officers. Right now there is only one parole 
officer for every 20 to 25 violent felony offenders on parole. Brockport Police Chief Dan 
Varrenti went on to say that the flaw in the parole system does not lie with the parole officers. He 
says they’re doing the best they can.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/7/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description:  Recently threats against Jewish Community Centers have made news 
around the country, today those threats hit home. Brighton Police and the FBI are investigating a 
bomb threat against the JCC in Brighton. JCC officials say the threat came in as an email around 



6am this morning. Around 80 people were inside at the time, all had to be evacuated. Police with 
bomb sniffing dogs searched the building for about two hours, but no bomb was found. The 
Brighton Police Chief says the incident had a much broader impact than just the community 
center itself. Today’s bomb threat did more than just disrupt the normal routine of the Brighton 
community and those who use the JCC. The threats have left some shaken, something that isn’t 
sitting well with local law enforcement. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/20/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: We’re getting new insight into the murder of a Penfield man, following a 
motions hearing in Rochester today. The body of Craig Rideout was found in Penn Yan in July 
of last year. His two sons, Colin and Alex Rideout, their mother Laura Rideout and her boyfriend 
Paul Tucci are all being charged with murder. According to paperwork, Colin Rideout told police 
that he helped clean up blood and evidence at the request of his mother Laura. Laura also 
allegedly instructed Colin and his brother Alex to dispose of cleaning supplies and a paracord in 
Devils Bathtub at Mendon Ponds Park. Three of the four defense attorneys have asked for 
separate trials for their clients, something Assistant DA Timothy Prosperi opposes. He said, “We 
are seeking a single trial as we set forth in our motion papers but we can’t get into, we can’t get 
into the legal argument but it’s our position to hold a single trial.” Judge Moran says he plan to 
decide whether the four suspects are tried together or separately at the next hearing on May 18th.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/21/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Saving lives, and money, that’s the goal of a new high tech gadget being 
used by the Livingston County Sheriff’s Office. The device attaches to the front of the patrol cars 
and fires a small GPS puck, as they call it, which sticks on the back of the vehicle a police officer 
is chasing. With this, deputies can now know the precise location of the suspect’s car, so they 
won’t have to chase after them. That could eliminate a big risk to lives and property. The GPS 
gun has been in place for several weeks now, but no high speed chases have taken place, which 
is a good thing, so the tracker has yet to be used in the field.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/22/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A teacher in the Webster School District is facing charges of unlawful 
surveillance and child endangerment. Police say Terrance Hoctor allegedly recorded two female 
students on his cell phone as they changed clothes in a school bathroom. Hoctor has been a 4th 
grade teacher at State Road Elementary since September 2006. According to police, the two 
victims came forward to Webster police on Saturday, March 4th. The Webster School District 
was notified the next day and Hoctor was placed on paid administrative leave. He was arrested 
and charged today. Hoctor was released on a $40,000 bond, but will be closely monitored. This 
case is also being moved from Webster Town Court to a grand jury.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/23/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Governor Andrew Cuomo’s push to raise the age of criminal responsibility 
for some teenage offenders is meeting opposition from a local organization. The Monroe County 



Association of Chiefs of Police came together today to speak out against the “raise the age” 
legislation. Governor Cuomo included legislation in his executive budget, that would protect 
non-violent 16 and 17 year olds from prosecution as adults. Monroe County District Attorney 
Sandra Doorley was among those to address the issue today. Doorely said, “We’ve proposed 
adolescent diversion courts, we have other thoughts perhaps misdemeanors to family court. But 
we’d like to sit down, we’re a stakeholder in all of this and we’d like our voices to be heard.” 
New York remains one of two states to automatically prosecute 16 and 17 year olds as adults, 
whether they commit a violent crime or not.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/23/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Police in Israel have arrested an 18-year-old man with U.S.-Israeli 
citizenship in connection with bomb threats against Jewish Community Centers around the 
country. A U.S. law enforcement official tells CBS News the suspect is believed to be 
responsible for most of the 160 plus bomb threats phoned in to Jewish Centers in the U.S., 
Australia, New Zealand and Canada. So far the suspect’s name has not been released and police 
have not said whether he is connected to two threats earlier this month at the JCC in Brighton. 
We spoke with Arnie Sohinki, the executive director of the Brighton JCC, to find out if the arrest 
changes anything for them. Sohinki said, “It changes it in one way knowing that hopefully there 
is some resolution to this piece but at the same time, we still need to be vigilant, everything that 
we do.” The public defender for the man arrested in this case says he suffers from a brain tumor, 
which could affect his cognitive functions.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/25/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The search continued for a second day for 17-year-old Brittanee Drexel, 
the Chili girl who went missing on a spring break trip in Myrtle Beach back in 2009. A source 
told the FBI about possible body remains being found in a wooded area not far from where 
Drexel went missing. According to the FBI, Drexel was kidnapped and is believed to have been 
killed. Dawn Drexel, the mother of Brittanee, had her lawyer speak to us. Brad Conway, the 
attorney, says there’s a lot of unanswered questions as to how Brittanee went missing. He says 
the FBI is leading the search. The FBI says there have been numerous tips and leads since her 
disappearance in 2009.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/26/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The FBI is saying it’s getting closer to solving Brittanee Drexel’s murder 
case. This after it ended a three day search today in a wooded area in Georgetown, South 
Carolina, a 45 minute drive from Myrtle Beach, the last place the Chili teen was seen in 2009. 
Drexel was 17 years old when she disappeared. This past July the FBI announced Drexel had 
been killed after she was kidnapped leaving her hotel. This search was sparked by a tip and 
started on Friday. The head agent on the case, Don Wood, would not say what, if anything, was 
found, but he did say they made progress. The FBI still has not formally charged the suspect in 
the case, Da’Shaun Taylor with Drexel’s murder. Taylor became the prime suspect in the case 
after an informant told the FBI Taylor committed the crime. Taylor says the FBI is wrong and 
the informant they used is merely trying to cut a deal.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/27/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A Rochester City Court Judge accused of violating the terms of her DWI 
sentence had all of the charges against her vacated today. Judge Leticia Astacio broke down in 
tears in court as she learned the decision would be in her favor. Astacio had been accused of 
drinking at a mall and a private party, as well as a violation regarding the interlock device in her 
car. Judge Aronson believed there wasn’t enough evidence to prove Astacio had been drinking, 
and the interlock violation was vacated on a technicality. This also means the Judge Astacio will 
be getting her license back effective immediately. It was revoked at one of her previous hearings.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/31/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Charlie Tan is moving on. The young man from Pittsford, reported to be 
relieved tonight after an appellate court ruled in his favor. In 2015, Tan was tried for the murder 
of his father Jim Tan, who was shot to death in their Pittsford home. That trial ended in a hung 
jury, and the judge later dismissed the charges. It was a controversial decision, one that did not 
sit well with prosecutors. They appealed and today learned there would be no second trial.

Economy – topics covered under this issue include: State budget, cost of living, poverty, job 
market, and personal finances.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/1/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The state’s minimum wage is changing. Some two million New Yorkers 
are about to see their paycheck grow. Here locally workers on minimum wage will now earn 
$9.70 an hour. That’s an increase of 70 cents an hour, or equivalent to nearly a $1,500 pay 
increase per year for someone who works 40 hours a week. Now that the state’s minimum wage 
will continue to increase every year by 70 cents until 2020. That means in four years workers 
will be getting paid $12.50 an hour.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 1/2/17
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:50
Detailed Description: Matt Bryant, CPA and Member of the Rochester Chapter of the New York 
State Society of Certified Public Accountants is here to talk about financial resolutions for the 
New Year. The New Year is here and people are making their New Year's resolutions.  Are there 
any financial resolutions that we should consider? The first step should be to review last year's 
finances. Did you earn more? Did you increase debt? Did you save? If you can't answer these 
questions, consider finding a financial advisor to assist you. What can you learn from reviewing 
financial goals from last year? Bryant: You can compare what you actually did to the goals that 
you have. For example, if your goal is to save to purchase a house but you increased your credit 
card debt last year, that could point out that you would need to increase your earnings or 
decrease your spending in the current year to pay down the credit card debt and save for the 
house. If you identify savings as one of your goals for this year, how would you start? Preparing 
a budget is a great tool to compare your income with you spending. The first step to a budget is 
to calculate your monthly income.  This includes wages, benefits, dividends and interest. The 



next step is to calculate monthly expenses, which may include fixed items, like a rent or 
mortgage payment, and variable items, like groceries and gasoline. If the income is higher than 
the expenses, one should be able to save for a large purchase, pay down debt or set up an 
emergency fund. On the other hand, if expenses are higher than income, one would need to use 
savings or increase debt each month as their spending would exceed their income. It is a good 
idea to make a list of all the bills that you pay each month, the fixed amount of those payments 
or a range for variable payments. You can record the actual amount paid each month for those 
bills and compare it to your budget. Furthermore, you may notice that you don't receive a bill one 
month if you don't check it off your list. You can then address the payment before it is due. 
Sticking to a budget will allow one to save for any financial goals they may have. Additionally, 
good financial habits usually result in a higher credit score. Those with a higher credit score will 
be able to obtain better interest rates when they have debt, like a mortgage or car loan. How else 
can you be sure that you maintain a good credit score?  You should obtain a copy of your credit 
report as you are entitled to receive it free at least once a year. The credit report should be 
reviewed and you should follow up on any errors as they may negatively impact your credit 
score. Parents should have life insurance to assist their family financially if they pass at a young 
age.  Parents should also have a will in place to state who receives their possessions when they 
pass.  A trusted certified public accountant can be a great resource to help with budgeting, 
income taxes, and a long-term financial planning. To learn more about the Get Money Smart 
Financial Literacy Initiative, go to nysscpa.org/get-money-smart.  

Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 1/6/17
Time: 5am Duration of Segment: :55
Detailed Description: To a follow-up now on Macy's leaving Marketplace Mall by the end of the 
year. It's part of a nationwide trend. Sears and Kmart say they're shutting down 150 stores 
nationwide--no word on any Sears locations closing in our area yet. A local finance management 
group says it's happening because companies in many malls just don't have the foot traffic 
anymore.  Christopher Carosa, president of Carosa Stanton Asset Management said, "If you look 
at the basic fundamentals not of any particular store but of mall shopping in general in 2010 
about 35 million people walked through malls 2013 just three years later 17 million so mall 
traffic dropped by 50 percent in just that short period of time." Carosa says people are looking 
for a more 'active' shopping experience -- one many malls don't have yet. For instance -- 
shoppers want to spend their money at restaurants and gyms or on vacations - -not a mall. 
Marketplace Mall owner Wilmorite says they're working on a new kind of 'shopping experience'-
-converting into an outlet mall.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/9/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Advocates for elders as well as lawmakers say that the biggest form of 
elder abuse in New York State comes from financial exploitation. Lifespan says that 260,000 
older adults are abused each year, and the majority of that abuse comes from family or friends 
exploiting them for money. A new plan proposed by Governor Cuomo aims to safeguard against 
this type of abuse. It calls for training bank employees to recognize signs of financial abuse, 
better methods for banks to enforce placing a hold on a suspicious transaction, easier channels 
for banks to report suspected abuse and offering consumer protection for those with reverse 



mortgages. A statewide study from 2013, shows that the financial exploitation of elders was 
costing New Yorkers at least 1.5 billion dollars.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/10/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Numbers out by the Department of Agriculture say it costs over $200,000 
to raise a child born in 2015. But what about a child with a disability? Expenses for a family with 
a child who has autism for example, are an estimated $17,000 more per year. That’s according to 
Harvard researchers. We asked Autism Up in Webster where the extra cost comes from. They 
told us, co-pays for therapies, extra programs and classes, even extra healthcare expenses. This is 
compared to an average family, that can expect to spend between $12,000 and $14,000 a year to 
raise a child. The Department of Agriculture says their estimate, for the cost of raising an 
‘average’ child, does not include costs after 17, such as college expenses. As Rachel Rosner, 
director of education and support at AutismUp explained, “When you’re raising child with a 
disability, and intellectual or developmental disability like autism is that care that expense 
doesn’t end when your child turns 18. Those expenses go on for a lifetime.”

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/16/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: The local Fight for 15 group took part of a nationwide protest today. 
They're fearful of what the incoming Trump administration may do to reform wage laws. This 
despite the state minimum wage increasing this year. They say Andy Puzder, the nominee for US 
Secretary of Labor, and CEO of Hardee's, will suppress and possibly remove protection for 
workers. Some two million New Yorkers saw their paycheck grow at the beginning of this year. 
Minimum wage is currently nine dollars and 70 cents an hour. It will increase 70 cents an hour 
every year until 2020.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/16/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A minimum wage hike throughout New York State has begun and is 
hitting local businesses. Signed by Governor Cuomo in the spring of 2016 the increase will 
gradually raise the minimum wage until the year 2020. This year, the hourly rate for employees 
in upstate New York went from $9 an hour to $9.70. A customer inside a Henrietta Subway sent 
us a picture. It reads $5 Tuesdays are changing to $6 Tuesdays, starting February 1st, to offset the 
cost of the minimum wage increase. Meanwhile Pita Pit in Henrietta says the increase pushed up 
the price of sandwiches up. We also talked to Fleet Feet in Rochester. They plan to make their 
minimum wage 20 dollars an hour by the end of 2021. They tell us, it’s partly to show the 
community what a valuable resource employees are.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/17/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The state budget is now in lawmaker’s hands. Much like this year’s six 
State of the State addresses, Governor Cuomo took to the PowerPoint. For the second straight 
year, setting another record, the governor wants to invent 25 billion dollars into education, which 
amounts for roughly a third of the budget. High needs districts would see a 150 million, 50 
million more than last year to address high need schools. Another 100 million would go towards 



the state’s after-school program focused in areas that make up the poverty reduction initiative. 
The budget called for expanding ride-sharing services, investing two billion in clean water and 
free-tuition to state two and four year schools for families making under $125,000. The budget 
also includes tax cuts for the middle class, saving the average New Yorker 250 dollars a year, 
next year alone. However, the state faces a 3.5-billion-dollar deficit. A large chunk of that money 
is anticipated to come from the governor’s plan to extend a tax rate for high-earners for three 
years, known as the millionaire’s tax. Without it, the governor says the state likely would not be 
able to do the groundbreaking college tuition plan or invest the additional billion in schools or 
tax breaks for the middle class. He says that’s the trade off, the state doesn’t have a backup plan.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/17/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Congresswoman Louise Slaughter is standing by her decision to skip 
Friday’s inauguration. She talked about it after an event she attended tonight in which she 
expressed worry over a Republican effort to defund Planned Parenthood. The Democrat said 
she’s not attending the inauguration because her friend and fellow Congressional Democrat John 
Lewis isn’t attending, following a spat with President-elect Donald Trump. Lewis called Trump 
an illegitimate president, something Slaughter tonight did not reiterate. Slaughter said, “He’s 
going to get sworn in so that gives him legitimacy if he’s sworn in, I’m concerned with the 
Russian involvement and I don’t think we’ve gotten to the end of that yet.” Slaughter says she’ll 
keep her DC office open Friday and Saturday for local folks who travel to Washington this 
weekend.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 1/23/17
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:35
Detailed Description: CPA Matt Bryant is back with us this morning. The march to April 15th is 
on in full force, and today we're talking about an important subject - filing status.
There's 3 options to the IRS for folks who are single. There's single, there's head of household, 
and there's qualifying widower. The differences are an unmarried person who files single, if that 
unmarried person supports their own children, they may qualify as head of household, and if 
someone had a spouse that recently passed away, they could qualify as qualifying widower. 
Folks who are married as long as they're married on December 31st, they can qualify to file 
married. There is a married filing jointly, where both parties put their income together on one 
form, or you can do married filing separately, where each person files their own tax return. Let's 
talk about filing as a head of household. What's this scenario, and what's the advantage to doing 
so? If a single person has a child that lives with them, and provides more than half of the support 
for that child, and provides more than half of the support for the household, and if they are able 
to claim the child as a dependent, they can qualify to file as head of household status. You can 
have a dependent that is not your child. For each dependent, you get an exemption of four 
thousand and fifty dollars. That reduces your gross income out of your taxable income. Trust a 
certified public accountant. They can be a great resource to help you determine your best status, 
and to take advantage of all tax benefits available to you.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/27/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: A number of local cultural and arts organizations are getting funding from 
the state. Yesterday they announced that 41 million dollars will be spread out to some 1200 
groups statewide. Here locally programs like the Fringe Festival and the Rochester Philharmonic 
Orchestra got a piece of that. In all two million dollars will be sent to the Finger Lakes Region.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 1/30/17
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:50
Detailed Description: Tax season is upon us. Michelle Stabael from the New State Society of 
CPAs talked about how we begin the process of choosing a trusted tax-preparer. Make sure 
they're trustworthy and experienced. It's a good idea to keep in mind, even if you hire somebody, 
the responsibility of that return still falls on the tax-payer. Even if somebody else puts the 
numbers in and files the return with software, the IRS is going to come back to the tax-payer, not 
the preparer. Credentials you might want to look out for are "CPA," "Certified Public 
Accountant," and "EA," "Enrolled Agent." Those credentials are people who had to pass a 
rigorous test, or were former IRS employees. They also have annual education requirements to 
keep them up-to-date. The IRS recently launched a "RPO" directory on their website. It's the 
"Return-Preparer Office." It's only been out for a few years. You can go on there and search for 
people under their name and location. you want to make sure you find a tax-preparer that's going 
to be available all year-round. Some of them are seasonal and close up shop right after tax 
season. Those are people I would stay away from as well.

Program Title: News 8 at 5, 5:30, 6 & 11pm Date: 1/31/17
Time: at 5, 5:30, 6 & 11pm Duration of Segment: 13:00
Detailed Description: News 8 put you first today by helping folks figure out college financial aid. 
We held a call-in event right here at the station. Experts from all over our area volunteered their 
time to come in and take calls from you. This lasted an hour and a half and the phones never 
stopped ringing. Many of you wanted to know about everything from the FAFSA form to Pell 
grants. If you missed it, we’ll tell you how to reach out to experts on Rochesterfirst.com

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 2/6/17
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:10
Detailed Description: Scott Adair from the Rochester chapter of the New York State Society of 
CPA's talked about the documents we need for our tax return preparation. Make sure that you 
have your income items, your expense items, driver's license is a big deal this year being able to 
file online, and anything else that you might think of. Last year's tax return, health insurance 
information, things like that will help to assemble all of the tax returns that are needed for your 
filing. So primarily you're looking at your W-2, any of your 1099's, whether it's miscellaneous 
income, or interest and dividend 1099's, things like that that you get from the banks. Expenses 
are the real challenging one. Make sure that you have canceled checks. Any receipts that you 
receive. All of the expenses that we write off, things like charitable contributions, medical 
expenses, college expenses, daycare expenses, all of those things need to be supported by 
something that provides the preparer, or the IRS if they're to audit you, information to be able to 
support the deduction. At the IRS website you can get a copy, or what they refer to as a 
transcript, of your previous returns from prior years. You can actually file via fax, or mailing in a 



form 4506-T, or you can have your tax preparer, your CPA actually file for you to get a copy of 
your old returns.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 2/13/17
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:05
Detailed Description: CPA Anthony Mangiameli from Insero and Associates, and the New York 
Society of CPAs, is back with us this morning to talk about things that cannot be written off as 
deductions. One of the biggest misconceptions is that individuals can believe that they can 
deduct the mileage of their normal commute from their home to their base of business. There are 
some exceptions in terms of business meetings and things like that. Say your normal daily 
commute from home to work is twenty miles, and you spend fifty business miles on the day? 
That thirty miles in excess of your normal commute, you'll be able to deduct. We talked about 
itemizing versus the standard deduction.  When you're itemizing your deductions, what you're 
doing is you're taking a list of all your tax-deductible expanses, and you're tallying them up. 
With the standard deduction, that kind of helps eliminate that hassle of having to list all those 
expenses. You just get a deduction that the IRS gives you. If you're single or married filing 
separately, you can get $6,300 deduction. If you're married filing jointly, that doubles to 
$12,600. If file head of household, that's nine thousand three hundred. When you're itemizing 
your deductions, there's a number of expenses that you're eligible to take a deduction. From 
mileage to health costs, that you get to tally up and let's say the total of those expenses that you 
spend during the year is ten thousand. If you're a single individual, with a standard deduction, 
only a deduction of six thousand, three hundred. It's very important that you weigh that. In 
certain circumstances, your standard deduction actually may be greater than itemizing. You 
cannot deduct Social Security Tax. However, if you work multiple jobs, and you pay Social 
Security in excess of the IRS limit? You'll be able to claim that excess as a credit when you file 
your taxes. Business travel expenses such a lodging, airfare and meals, are all deductible. 
However, let's say you're traveling on a trip with your family members? Theirs are not 
deductible. And to the extent you extend that stay, for maybe two additional leisure days? Those 
two additional leisure days are not deductible.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/22/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: A move by Governor Cuomo could require enhanced Star recipients to 
apply through the state tax department instead of their local assessors. Some are afraid that by 
requiring seniors to apply online, some could be discouraged from applying. Local tax assessors 
told us that many seniors are used to coming into the office to apply, and in the process they’re 
able to find other exemptions that help save money. Right now, it’s just a proposal, a point that 
Lifespan wanted to stress for seniors who may be concerned about if this will affect them 
immediately.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/23/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Clothing manufacturer for Olympians, Hickey Freeman announced a new 
partnership that will bring 50 new jobs to Rochester. Freeman will now be making tailored 
clothing for Trunk Club, a Nordstrom-owned company. In their first year it’s expected to bring 



in those 50 new jobs and increase production by 20 percent. The deal took a year to close, but it 
was aided by Trunk Club’s desire to make high quality products.

Program Title: News 8 at 5, 5:30 & 6pm Date: 2/27/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 10 minutes
Detailed Description: Today we put you first by inviting several local financial experts to take 
your calls about a variety of topics including college, retirement and emergency savings. The 
Financial Planning Association of Greater Rochester supplied the fun, knowledgeable 
professionals who gave out great advice today.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/2/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Tonight, the town supervisors form all 19 towns in Monroe County met to 
advocate for property tax relief in response to Governor Cuomo’s mandate on towns and 
counties. The meeting was held at the Chili Town Hall on Chili Avenue in Rochester. According 
to Governor Cuomo, the state has cut costs but local leaders haven’t. In January, he proposed 
that county executives be required to develop plans to cut property taxes and put the plan to a 
public vote. Governor Cuomo has blamed local governments as the reason the state continues to 
have some of the highest property taxes in the country.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/2/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: As the FBI looks into Russian interference into the 2016 Presidential 
election, U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions said he will not participate in any investigations 
into the Trump presidential campaign. His declaration follows revelations he met with Russia’s 
ambassador to the US twice during the 2016 election cycle. Something he failed to reveal during 
his confirmation hearings. Sessions held a news conference late this afternoon to try to clear the 
air. Maintaining he never intended to mislead anyone.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 3/20/17
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:50
Detailed Description: Michelle Staebel from the New York State Society of CPAs is back with 
us once again. Our subject this morning is one that a lot of people will end up dealing with, tax-
filing extensions. there's an automatic extension for six months until October 16th this year. It's 
really easy to file. Anyone can file it. Because it's automatic, you don't even need to tell the IRS 
why you need the extension. The actual form is a 48-68, but you can go onto the IRS' website, 
which is irs.gov, and free file online. You can print the form, or you can hire a tax-preparer or 
professional to help you with it. There are lots of options. New York has the same free option 
online. It's ny.tax.gov. Go out to the New York State website. It's the IT-370. You can file it 
online, or print the form and fill it out on paper, or hire somebody to help you with it. You just 
need your name, Social Security Number and address, and if you're married filing jointly, you 
need your spouse's name, Social Security Number and address. That's it. It's really easy to file, 
and like I said, there's no reason to tell the IRS or New York, why you need an extension. The 
extensions either have to be postmarked by April 18th or electronically filed, if you're going to 
go that route. Keep in mind that this is an extension of time to file the return, not time to pay. If 
you're filing the extension thinking you're going to get an extra six months’ time to pay, don't do 



that. Pay now and get on a payment plan instead. As long as you owe less than fifty thousand 
dollars, there's an automatic agreement with the IRS that they'll accept an installment plan. That 
lets you pay over seventy-two months. That relieves the penalty for not filing.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/29/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 2:05
Detailed Description: Beginning April first, your energy bill is going up! It's connected to 
Governor Cuomo's effort to shift the state to renewable energy.  Governor Cuomo wants New 
York to run on half renewable energy by 2030. It's an ambitious plan-and one that involves you. 
Starting April 1st-electric customers across New York will see their bills go up--some--like 
RG&E customers--will see an increase of about 2 dollars per month--to help pay for that plan. 
RG&E says the surcharge-will be included in the delivery portion of customers’ bills. The exact 
charge--will depend on how much energy each home uses. The surcharge was approved by the 
New York Public Service Commission. Critics say the public didn’t have much chance to weigh 
in. The state says otherwise. An impact will also be felt by business and industrial customers--
who could end up paying thousands of dollars more per month.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/31/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The countdown to the budget deadline continues. Right now lawmakers 
are hard at work in Albany, trying to come to an agreement on a number of sticking points. 
Among those, raise the age. Governor Cuomo wants to treat non-violent 16 and 17-yar-old 
offenders as juveniles in New York, in an effort to protect them from being placed in prison 
systems with much older and more dangerous felons. Some police departments and prosecutors 
have opposed the decision with concerns about community safety. Another major issue, ride 
sharing. Thought it does seem likely lawmakers are growing closer to an agreement which would 
allow services like Lyft and Uber to operate in Upstate New York. Lawmakers are also 
considering making state college free for middle class families. The budget deadline is tonight at 
midnight.

Education – topics covered under this issue include: How to improve student performance in 
schools, school success stories and what programs are available to the public to further their 
education.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/3/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Governor Cuomo made a proposal today that has a lot of college students 
and their parents talking. The governor wants to make college tuition free for certain students in 
the SUNY school system. Here’s how the plan breaks down. It’s called the Excelsior 
Scholarship. Cuomo wants the program to begin in the fall. It would be phased in over three 
years. Starting with families and individuals who make up to $100,000 a year. By 2019, it would 
expand to those making $125,000 a year. The cost to taxpayers: The governor says $163 million 
dollars a year, though it’s not clear yet exactly where the money will come from. But Cuomo 
says this is something that should have happened a long time ago. To give you an idea about the 
impact, and cost, or this, nearly 80 percent of households in Monroe County make less than 
$100,000 a year. If the governor’s proposals become law, nearly one million families throughout 



the state could take advantage of the funding. Some local parents are already looking forward to 
the concept, but many are left wondering how it will be paid for.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/3/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Rochester Institute of Technology has been awarded 70 million dollars 
in federal funding to lead a new clean energy manufacturing institute. The announcement was 
made today by Senators Kirsten Gillibrand and Chuck Schumer. RIT was selected by the U.S. 
Department of Energy to lead a national consortium of universities and businesses with its new 
Clean Energy Manufacturing Innovation Institute.”  Congresswoman Louise Slaughter said, 
“There will be 70 million dollars of federal money and 70 million dollars from the consortium 
and some other money that may be coming in. But the institute is going to be centered in 
Rochester and the charge person for that will be Dr. Bill Nicer.” The project aims to increase 
sales for the U.S. manufacturing industry by 50 percent, to 21.5 billion, while also creating a 
next-generation recycling and manufacturing workforce in New York and across the country.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/3/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: We’re told to follow our passion. But what if we have two? How can we fit 
both in one lifetime? Perhaps we can learn from today’s Golden Apple Award winner out of 
Gates-Chili School District. All the kids in Vincent Schiano’s fourth grade class at Neil 
Armstrong Elementary know that he’s a really good teacher. That’s why the Craft sisters 
nominated him for a Golden Apple. What the students don’t know is that he used to work for the 
Monroe County Sheriff’s Office for years. Towards the end of his tenure, Mr. Schiano began 
taking teaching classes then began subbing. After he left the force, Neil Armstrong’s principal 
picked him up. You made a big transition from working as deputy sheriff to this, how did this 
happen? “I’ve always loved working with kids, I coached kids for years, I’ve always loved 
working with them. I think this would be a great way to see if I can make a difference with 
them.”

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/4/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: RIT and the Department of Energy is teaming up for a one of a kind 
institute, to help reduce emissions. The new institute is called Remade-or-reducing embodied 
energy and decreasing emissions. The plan is to get it up and running within the next six months 
as part of the Golisano Institute for Sustainability. It’s goal, to drive down costs on technology 
that’s needed to recycle materials like metal fibers. For RIT this partnership solidifies their place 
as a leader within the industry. Now it’s expected 50 jobs will be added with the new institute, 
but no word on when they would start hiring.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/4/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: Three local East High students are having their experiment reach an 
astronomical level, literally. De’aunte Johnson, Binti Mohamed, and Tailor Davis submitted their 
proposed experiment to ‘test the effect of microgravity on the deterioration of phytoplankton’ to 
NASA. It’s slated to reach the International Space Station in June. Scientists will run the test for 



six to eight weeks before it returns back to earth at East High where those three students will get 
to complete their analysis.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/10/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Each week we usually honor a teacher. One teacher. But not this week. 
This week we honor two. We’re doing this because together they make one team. Adam Chodak 
headed to East Rochester to give the Golden Apple Award to Scott Harris and Karrie Beehler. 
The kindergarten classroom of Scott Harris and Karrie Beehler is like a great sitcom in that the 
choreography is perfect. And it’s been like that every year for the past ten years they’ve been 
working side by side. East Rochester Elementary Principal Marisa Philp said, “What’s wonderful 
is Karrie Beehler is actually a special ed teacher and Scott Harris is a general education teacher 
so they get to work together to make sure all students needs are met.” 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/17/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The winners of the third annual Congressional App Challenge come from a 
local high school. Congresswoman Louise Slaughter was at Bishop Kearney High School today 
to announce the winners for New York’s 25th Congressional District. Emily Phelan, Hichelle 
Russotti, and Lilly Wellman were recognized for the app they developed. Slaughter launched this 
competition in September to help stimulate high school students’ creativity and increase 
participation in STEM education fields. The winning team’s app will be featured on the U.S. 
House of Representatives website in addition to being displayed in the U.S. Capitol.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/18/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Students interested in going to college got help tonight applying for 
financial aid. The Rochester College Access Network hosted the FAFSA Fest at the Wheatley 
Library on Dr. Samuel McCree Way. FAFA stands for free application for federal student aid. 
During the event, students and their families were given the opportunity to get one on one help 
not just with the applications. Experts were on hand to answer questions about how to afford 
college. Tonight’s event is just the first of several for 2017. For their dates and locations just log 
on to Rochesterfirst.com

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/24/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: When you hear what Aaron Staebell does to convince Greece Olympia 
students to sign up for band, like bringing in outside musicians to play, or using a school billboard 
to ask what music kids like, you realize he’s very much like the Pied Piper. Greece Olympia 
Principal Marc Fleming said, “He really believes that music belongs to everybody and he’s done 
a wonderful job making sure that theory about music gets passed on to our kids. He draws a lot of 
different kids in from around our school.” Now, for those who were already in band, like Cle’anna 
Spencer, who nominated Mr. Staebell for the Golden Apple, he can do what all great teachers can 
do, he can provide direction. Cle’anna said, “I know now that I want to do music and music became 
more important to me because I met him.” 



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/24/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Governor Cuomo was in Rochester today touting some of the proposals in 
his budget and free college tuition is one of them. He says it would benefit around 80,000 middle 
and low income New Yorkers, but did not detail where the money would come from. Cuomo 
says that the money for the program will come from within the existing fund spent on education 
annually. His explanation was light on details however as to where those cuts would specifically 
come from. Critics of the free SUNY tuition worry it could degrade the quality of the education 
students received, saying also, that by including families who make up to $125,000, this program 
could be directed more towards middle class families and may do little for low income families.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/24/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A public meeting was held in the Greece Central School District to allow 
people to share their thoughts on a plan to upgrade technology in the district. This is all 
happening because of the 2 billion dollar Smart Schools Bond Act which was approved by New 
York voters in 2014. Greece schools are eligible to receive 7.9 million dollars to improve 
educational technology and infrastructure. But before that can happen, the district must submit 
an investment plan and allow for public comment and a review. In December, the Greece Board 
of Education approved a preliminary plan that would fund the improvement of wireless 
capabilities in the district’s buildings. Greece has already upgraded the elementary school 
wireless networks.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/25/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: RIT has a new president. He was introduced during a ceremony this 
morning on campus. David Munson Jr becomes the school’s 10th president, succeeding Bill 
Destler who will retire at the end of June. Munson comes to RIT from the University of 
Michigan, where he’s been the dean of the Engineering school since 2006. RIT was founded in 
1829 and is among the largest private universities in the U.S.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/25/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: More changes are coming to the Common Core testing system in New 
York State. They include new science standards which were just approved by the Board of 
Regents. There have been some concerns about potential changes in the public education system, 
given the change in the presidential administration. But one expert told New 8 that he doesn’t 
think there will be a significant impact. Steve Sigmund, Executive Director of High 
Achievement New York said, “The important thing for us is that the federal law that was passed 
last year puts a lot of the power back in the states and gives the states a lot of flexibility and 
that’s what we want to see happen for New York State, to drive its own education agenda and we 
don’t really think that changes under whatever administration would come in.” The new science 
standards we mentioned are set to be put in place next year.



Program Title: News 8 at 4pm Date: 1/27/17
Time: 4pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Rochester City School District is under fire for what some are calling 
a shortage of substitute teachers. Rochester Teacher Association President Adam Urbanski says 
this is happening and the students are suffering as a result. The district has fired back saying 
fewer than 10 percent of substitute requests go unfiled but that does leave room for 
improvement. Harry Kennedy, Chief of Human Capital Initiatives at RCSC said, “Our thought 
process and approach is to get ahead of this per diem sub shortage, which again I must say we 
are in the mid 90% range. As far as our fill rate.” Urbanski is meeting with city school teachers 
to propose a three part plan that he says will decrease teacher absences and the need for 
substitutes. Both the district and the RTA tell us their number 1 priority is the students.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/27/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new study finds adding something called cyber-cycling to a child’s 
school routine has significant benefits. It shows that aerobic exercise on virtual-reality stationary 
bikes improved how children with behavior disorders act in class. The stationary bikes are 
hooked up to computers so students can play video games, keeping kids engaged. Some parents 
say the benefits of cyber-cycling last even after the school day ends. Researchers say only ten to 
15 minutes of exercise is needed to see results. They also say they saw the biggest results on the 
days the students were on the bikes, but they also saw overall improvement during the entire 
course of the study.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/30/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The Rochester City School District is considering a plan to put body 
cameras on school resource officers. Those officers work for the Rochester Police Department, 
which already uses body cameras. There are still a lot of questions that need to be answered, 
before the cameras are used in schools. The RCSD is going to take the next six to seven months 
to study up and ask for input.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/31/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: It’s well after final bell, but Andrew Cripps is likely still getting student 
questions. The East Irondequoit Middle School teacher encourages students to text until nine at 
night if they’re confused about something. Just an example of his dedication, and because of that 
dedication, he’s receiving a Golden Apple award. We asked what drives him. Cripps said, “It’s 
the kids. I want to be the teacher that they come to see and not the ones we wanted to avoid, 
we’re here for students. It’s our job.”

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/1/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The University of Rochester says it is continuing to offer support and 
advice to students, staff and faculty following President Trump’s controversial immigration ban. 
The University held a forum today to discuss the topic, while demonstrators gathered outside. 
Administrators tell us 60 people are on visa sponsorship from seven countries on the ban list. 



The University is advising all of them to carry current, valid documents. The organizer of the 
forum explained what he hopes students and staff will take away from this. “Our goal was not to 
wait. Our goal was not to succumb to an administration that promotes rhetoric that leads to hate. 
Our goal was to simply say that we’re not buying into it. We’re standing in complete opposition 
to it.” The University is also offering support services and referrals to qualified immigration 
attorneys in the area.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 2/3/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Rochester is set to open a photonics hub at the Eastman Business Park this 
year. One local school is preparing possible future workers. Hilton Central School District 
Assistant Superintendent Dr. Barbara Surash says creating a high school curriculum in optics 
will help these students to get a career in photonics. 11th and 12th grade students can choose an 
optics class as an elective. This will be a dual credit course in partnership with Monroe 
Community College. Assistant Vice Principal Michael Legault is looking into how other districts 
run similar programs. Legault says this decision was made with the future of students in mind. 
Back in Kodak’s prime it wasn’t uncommon for students to graduate from high school and 
immediately start working at Kodak. Hilton hopes photonics has a similar fate. Dr. Surash said, 
“I think that is what attracted to photonics to this area because of Bausch and Lomb, Kodak and 
Xerox and those companies and plus we have really rich universities and colleges here.” Legault 
say this decision is about students capitalizing on their own strengths and interests now so that 
they can start honing in on future careers, maybe in photonics.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/4/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The Rochester City School District is taking a unique approach in teaching 
its students about Black culture. The district is now calling February 17th Black Lives Matter at 
School, a day of understanding and affirmation. Paul Hetland with the Rochester Teacher’s 
Association says depending on the day being a success, it may become an annual tradition. 
Although some parents we spoke with say the Black Lives Matter Day is a great addition to the 
school year, others on social media are using that platform to voice their concerns for how that 
day shouldn’t be recognized. Hetland said, “We recognize that there are people who are 
aggressively misunderstanding what Black Lives Matter means and I’ve had conversations with 
people on social media who say it’s about celebrating and honoring thugs who shoot police. Well 
I don’t think you understand what we’re talking about here.” For teachers who wish not to 
incorporate this day into their curriculum, they can make the decision to opt out of it if they wish. 
It’s something that might provide some relief for parents who are against the initiative. The 
Rochester City School District says this day is not in association with the actual Black Lives 
Mater movement. The idea of this day started with parents, teachers and community members 
who think this will help educate these young students.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/6/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: There is an all-out fight tonight over the nominee or U.S. Education 
Secretary, and local educators are part of the battle. On Capitol Hill, Senate Democrats say they 
will hold the floor for 24 hours leading up to the vote on her nomination tomorrow. Right now 



two Republicans have said they will vote no on DeVos, however it will not be enough to prevent 
DeVos’ confirmation unless more Republicans can be persuaded. The vote is tied, and Vice 
President Mike Pence will be the tie-breaker for the Republicans. Controversy over DeVos grew 
after her performance before a nomination committee last month when she struggled with 
education policy questions. We spoke with local educators to see if their opinions match DeVos 
seemingly “unpopular” vote. Marilyn Monkelbaan, President of the Fairport Board of Education, 
doesn’t hide her feelings towards the nominee for education secretary. She’s afraid DeVos will 
deeply hurt the United States public school system and people are saying President Trump needs 
to make a different choice. Monkelbaan said, “I hope that he would choose someone that is a 
champion of public schools and not somebody that has systematically tried to destroy them. And 
when 90 percent of all students are in public school, that’s a dangerous thing.” Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer also spoke out today saying DeVos is the least qualified nominee in a 
historically unqualified cabinet. This being said after her performance at her confirmation 
hearing where she struggled answering questions. “Ms. DeVos has failed to make the grade. She 
didn’t seem to know about the federal education law that guarantees education to students with 
disabilities. She couldn’t unequivocally say that guns shouldn’t be in the schools.” Local 
educators saying the public school system is the foundation of the American dream. The 
American Association of People with Disabilities spoke out as well saying they are concerned 
about DeVos appearing unfamiliar with protecting students with disabilities. I also reached out to 
several other local school districts to get more opinions, but have not yet heard back.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 2/7/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: This week’s Golden Apple goes to Mary Ann Pavone at Canandaigua. 
Principal Brian Amesbury said, “Every day she has her kids engaged. She doesn’t have the 
traditional classroom where you have tables and chairs set up for kids, she has stations set up, the 
kids are moving, the kids are moving, it’s always hands on.” Meaning it takes a lot of energy to be 
Mrs. Pavone. Energy she’s carried with her form the Holy Trinity Catholic School System to 
Rochester schools to Webster then to Canandaigua where she’s been kindergarten teacher for more 
than twenty years. She was nominated because she has made kids’ lives so much better and they 
wanted to recognize her for that. Mary Ann said, “It goes both ways, they’ve made my life much 
better too. I’m honored, I truly appreciate this and it is true, I love what I do and I certainly go with 
this every single day.”

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/7/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: There are more than a dozen charter schools in Monroe County. And 
hundreds more across the state. Advocates say it’s time they get more funding. We caught up 
with local advocates as they returned from Albany this evening. They argued that in some parts 
of the state, charter school kids receive 60 cents on the dollar compared to school district kids. 
And that’s not fair. Opponents point out, more funding for charter schools comes out of funding 
for traditional public schools. And since charters do not answer to district school boards or 
administrators, they should not be on par with public school aid. But advocates for charter 
schools say the time is right for more state aid, given the demand for charter schools. Advocates 
also asked today that the “cap” on how many charter schools are allowed in the state, be 
eliminated. They say eliminating the cap would cut down on the number of kids on wait lists for 



charter schools. Across the state, they say tens of thousands of kids are on those lists. According 
to New York City Charter School Center half of the charters in New York State do not receive 
any support for their buildings that require rent and maintenance. 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/10/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: The flu is currently widespread throughout New York State, and a number 
of schools have seen their students stay home due to being ill. One school here in Rochester went 
so far as to close today because so many kids were out sick. After nearly 40 students became sick 
this week, which is a significant number for Nazareth, along with some faculty members, Sister 
Mancuso decided to give students the long weekend so they could disinfect everything students 
touch. Mancuso doesn’t believe it’s all flu related, some students had a bad cough, others, a 
stomach bug. But with multiple students missing from each class, Mancuso said this was the best 
option. Shutting down for the day also helped make sure that those who were out sick don’t 
continue to fall behind in class. And despite what you might think, some students she said, were 
actually disappointed to have the Friday off. The principal said some of the students had missed 
up to three or four days this week already so they’re hoping the day off can help them get back 
on their feet.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 2/14/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: Fifteen. That’s how many Golden Apple nominations for one Greece 
Odyssey teacher came in within the last two weeks. Joseph Borrelli is this week’s Golden Apple 
winner. Abby Campanaro nominated Mr. Borrelli and said, “He’s not only a good teacher in the 
classroom, but he supports us in everything we do. He encourages us not just to do our best, but 
be our best in everything, not just music, but life in general.” Mr. Borrelli has been doing that for 
students now for 33 years. Principal Jeff Green said, “Mr. Borrelli is the teacher who has very 
high expectations for his students and because he has those expectations students generally rise 
to meet them. He’s the type of teacher we want all teachers to be like.” 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 2/16/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Today was World Read Aloud day and lots of different folks from the 
community came to read a book to kids at School Number 33. Folks from the Rochester Police 
Department and other local agencies stopped by. The global celebration is designed to promote 
literacy and the awareness that everyone has an inherent right to learn to read. School 22 
Principal Larry Ellison said, “We have also stated to them how important reading is and we are 
bringing in members from the community with all sorts of titles and we want them to see that 
this plays out well beyond the school building.” Our own Maureen McGuire was there to 
participate. This day is celebrated in more than 100 countries.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/16/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Tomorrow the Rochester City School District will celebrate what it calls 
Black Lives Matter at School day. It was planned at the request of some students, parents and 
staff. But the event has its share of critics. The school district says Black Lives Matter day is not 



affiliated with the Black Lives Matter movement. It is making lesson plans available to teachers 
who choose to participate. Both students and staff are encouraged to wear a shirt, button or 
sticker to affirm, black lives matter at school. RCSD is stressing those who don’t wish to 
participate don’t have to. In a statement, Paul Hetland with the Rochester Teachers Association 
told us: “We hope it will provide a forum for deep reflection and rich discussion regarding the 
status of black lives in America and the world. As a long-time social studies teacher, I can’t 
imagine what could be more academically relevant.”

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/17/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Officials at several school districts in Monroe County tell us there is a bus 
driver shortage and they are scrambling to find people to hire. Scott Banner, Assistant Director 
of Transportation for the Greece Central School District, said they are down 25 bus drivers 
which is the most they’ve ever dealt with. East Irondequoit says the district is down 10 drivers. If 
they don’t see an increase soon, it can start affecting the education of the students. Students may 
get to school later if not enough drivers are available. 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/17/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Rochester Police Department is continuing to celebrate black heritage. 
Sixth grade students from Frank Fowler Dow School 52 learned about adventures in policing. 
Specialized units such as the K-9, SWAT, bomb squad, and traffic unit were also in attendance. 
This was all so students got to see the different careers in law enforcement available to them 
after high school. Kids got to have lunch with officers after the event. Kid from the Rochester 
City School District played board games with the Rochester Police Department earlier this 
month.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 2/17/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A charter school is looking to move to Rochester. And they are offering 
something that’s one of a kind. They plan to serve a vegan diet to students. Joel Helfrich is a co-
founder of the soon to be charter school Rochester River School. His vision is to work with a 
local vegan restaurant to make his vision a reality. Helfrich says the school is founded on the 
principals of human rights, animal ethics, environmental stewardship and cultural concerns. 
Rochester Riverside just submitted a level of intent, next they will submit a full application. 
They hope to open the school in the fall of 2018.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 2/21/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: We all have someone in our life like Elizabeth Wolfe. That kind of person 
whose batteries are a little overcharged, and that makes whatever they’re doing something you 
want to be doing too. Wolfe does that to Social Studies at Naples High School. And that’s why 
she’s receiving a Golden Apple Award.



Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 2/27/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Students who’ve previously struggled to read, are making big strides at the 
James P. Duffy School Number 12. Volunteers like Jack Maniloff from Brickyard at St. John’s, 
spend 10 weeks each semester working with kids. Principal Dr. Jennifer Gkourlias said, “The 
students feel so special. They’re valued and cared for. I also see them increasing in their 
confidence. They look forward to the visits.” Maniloff said, “Our experience has been the kids 
are great. They really want to read and they seem to enjoy having someone to read to.” School 
officials and volunteers say that after about a month of working together, they see signs of 
improvement. While there’s quite the age gap, books, and a love of reading have brought them 
together as friends. The seniors get to feel active in their community and the students are able to 
improve their reading, judgement free.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/27/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Rochester City School kids unveiled their ideas in the 2017 Future City 
Rochester competition today. Future City is a national competition curriculum where middle 
school students brainstorm, research, design and build a scale model of a city of the future. It was 
a chance for kids to show off their ideas for a better tomorrow. 13 teams from 11 city schools 
started work on their concepts at the beginning of the school year and squared off at a 
preliminary competition on February third to advance to the finals.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 2/28/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: You’ve heard that question – How do you get to Carnegie Hall? Well, we 
found the answer. Join the Dansville High School chorus. They performed there recently. And 
for them, the fun continues. Every year, they put on a madrigal dinner, in full regalia. This year, 
they’re also heading to Hershey Park to sing. All of this, all because of one teacher. Dansville 
Principal Tom Frazier said, “A lot of different opportunities that maybe we didn’t have here 
before his teaching tenure, so a lot of great opportunities for our kids.” That teacher, Anthony 
D’Agostino. Outside of giving the kids great experiences, he’s a really good chorus teacher. And 
that’s why he’s the recipient of this week’s Golden Apple. D’Agostino said, “Why do this? To 
see them grown as students, for them to come back as alumni and say, thanks so much for all that 
you’ve done. Thanks for being so hard on us at times and being there to comfort us when we 
were having a tough time for music or college decisions, stuff like that.” 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 3/1/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: For 20 years, local legal professionals have partnered with School 29 and 
have acted as an added mentor for students there. We me with Lawyers for Learning and heard 
there big plans for the future. For the students at Adlai E. Stevenson School 29, seeing their 
mentors from the Lawyers for Learning Project each week is exciting. 3rd grader Chy’enne 
Holloway said, “You can learn from them.” And Tatiana Rodriguez, also a 3rd grader, said, “We 
play games, read books.” It’s also fun for the mentors. Iskra Bonanno, Chair for Lawyers for 
Learning said, “Read with the students, go over homework, do activities, just another layer of 
mentorship and another adult that can be a role model in their lives.” Real bonds are formed 



here. Many times the lawyers keep the same mentees through middle school. Week after week, 
year after year, the mentors and teachers at School 29 notice growth in the students. They’ll look 
forward to watching that continue as the school and legal professionals further build their 
partnership. Bonanno said, “We’ve been able to give teacher grants, sponsor field trips, do a 
book giveaway ever year, and we have basically a well-oiled machine at this point.” After 20 
successful years of the program, some of the mentors stay in touch with the students even as they 
go through high school and past graduation. Now the Lawyers for Learning Program is hoping to 
continue to grow and help more students. They will continue to fundraise and offer grants for 
teachers. They also hope to build a community garden at some point.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/2/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: State Assemblyman Joe Morelle is making a push to include funding for 
full day kindergarten in this year’s state budget. Currently in Monroe County, Brighton, Pittsford 
and Rush-Henrietta are the only school districts that do not have full-day kindergarten. However, 
after speaking with these districts today, they are all on board. They agree with Majority Leader 
Morelle that this legislation supports better educational success and closes achievement gaps for 
minority and low-income students.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/3/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Students from the Gates-Chili School District got to learn Do-Re-Mi from 
the cast from The Sound of Music. The Sound of Music made its debut at the RBTL’s 
Auditorium Theatre Tuesday night. Students at Florence Brasser Elementary School have been 
learning about the musical and even got the chance to see the performance with their families. 
Today was an opportunity for kids to hear the actors and actresses’ stories for themselves.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/3/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Dozens of rallies held across the state today in the name of fiscal equality 
for public schools. One of those took place right here in Rochester, demanding more funding for 
the Rochester City School District. Nearly a hundred protesters marched from the Liberty Pole 
and through downtown saying that what Governor Cuomo is proposing, just isn’t enough. 
Despite the four percent increase in the Governor’s budget, protesters said that wasn’t enough to 
cover a variety of needed programs. They cited the lack of tutoring services, after school clubs, 
and adult literacy programs. They’re also fearful that public schools could shift to more voucher 
schools. But despite what people may think they say they won’t give up. Education activist Pia 
Moller said, “City schools like some schools, are not getting the funding that they need. Because 
we’re not getting this funding, we can’t provide extracurricular activities for our children.” The 
state is set to increase the spending budget for education by an additional one billion dollars. 
That would increase the total payout up to 26 billion dollars. In response to the rallies held across 
the state, the governor issued a statement saying, “My education budget is the highest in history. 
It’s one-billion dollars more than last year. So, some advocacy groups, that’s what they do. They 
argue, it’s never enough, it’s never enough. If one billion isn’t enough and the highest level in 
history isn’t enough, what is?”



Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/6/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: There’s a brand-new college program for would-be teachers in Rochester. 
RIT and Roberts Wesleyan College are teaming up for the program. It’s designed to recruit more 
teachers, at a time when classrooms really need them. The goal is to alleviate the teacher 
shortage. This program would make it easier for education students to get their masters degrees, 
and get into the classroom a lot faster. It’s called the Four Plus One Program. It will allow 
students at RIT to earn their master’s in teaching, in just 16 months at Roberts Wesleyan 
College. Those who complete the program and pass the New York State certification exams will 
be fully prepared to teach in kindergarten through 12th grades. Those who are enrolled will be 
eligible for a 25 percent discount in tuition at Roberts. The program is expected to start this 
August.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/7/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The City of Rochester is celebrating the grand opening of a student-run 
restaurant in Village Gate. The Rochester Youth Culinary Experience has joined forces with the 
culinary program at East High School to open the new eatery called RYCE. It’s completely run 
by culinary students who graduated from East last year. The menu features a fusion of Caribbean 
cuisine and soul food. RYCE will be open noon to eight pm Monday through Thursday. Noon to 
nine pm Friday and Saturday and two to eight pm on Sundays.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 3/7/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: This week’s Golden Apple Award winner is Linda Haley, a teacher at 
Hammondsport Junior-Senior High School. What makes Linda Haley special is not necessarily 
what she teaches, but who she teaches. Linda Haley does everything a great teacher does. She 
inspires students. She spends extra time with them. She stays in contact with them after they 
graduate. But Mrs. Haley is more than a great teacher. Hammondsport Principal Tad Rounds 
said, “She’s phenomenal as far as being one of the best advocates I’ve ever seen for students who 
are deaf and hearing impaired so she’s just an absolute great person.” Mrs. Haley found her 
calling at Camp Star, a Rotary camp in the Southern Tier for children with physical and 
developmental disabilities. One of her students at Hammondsport, Ashley Dumbleton nominated 
her for a Golden Apple because she picked up on that passion. Ashley said, “She’s an amazing 
teacher, she’s always there for me, to help me with my homework and things like that.” Mrs. 
Haley said, “I love my job, I have the best job in the world, I love every part of it, there’s nothing 
about my job I don’t like, except maybe the paperwork, but my time with the students and staff, 
this is an amazing school to be in, I’m very blessed to be here.”

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 3/14/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Students love this week’s teacher so much they told us half-jokingly they 
talked about intentionally failing the class so they could take it again. Yeah. That’s a popular 
teacher. We’re talking about Andrea Borrelli at Honeoye Falls-Lima High School. We could tell 
you about how well Andrea Borrelli teaches AP English and drama at HFL. OR the many 
projects she takes on outside the classroom. Instead, we’ll let her students tell you about 



something she does every year at the end of the year. Margaux Murray said, “She goes around 
the circle and tells you whey she thinks you’re important to this class, what you add to this class 
and then she opens it up and says, ‘Ok, you guys can all say something about each other.’” 
Natalie Wick said, “When people started talking about other people and how they were so it was 
just a really good feeling to just leave the class and if you felt insecure about something it made 
you feel better about that insecurity.” It’s because of exercises like this Mrs. Borrelli is getting a 
Golden Apple Award.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/16/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A public Rochester city school in one of the poorest neighborhoods is on 
the verge of partnering with SUNY Geneseo. The hope is to boost School Number 19’s profile 
after being placed on the state’s priority list last summer. There’s a meeting with the RCSD 
board happening now in which the plan will be presented to parents. Rochester Teachers 
Association President Adam Urbanski said, “This is an opportunity to take advantage of the 
collective wisdom of the School 19. Put them in charge of the instructional program, and then to 
boot, have the support of a premier teacher preparation institution, like Geneseo.” There’s 
currently on local high school that has partnered with a university, that’s East High and U of R. 
School 19 would be the first elementary school in a program like this.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 3/17/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: All skill levels were welcomed today at the First Finger Lakes Robotics 
Competition at RIT. The competition claims to test the creativity, initiative, and persistence of 
the contestants. It gives high school students and their adult mentors the opportunity to work and 
create together to solve a common problem. Penfield High School senior Hannah Seppala said, 
“This year I spent 200 hours over the 6-week build season along with most of the people on the 
team. So we spend a lot of time together and we get to know each other and we have parties and 
we sing happy birthday and everybody works together, and everyone helps to build the robot.” 
This was the 13th anniversary for the competition.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/17/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Today’s a big day for a handful of U of R Medical students. More than 100 
students found out where they’ll be spending the next chapter of their lives at the annual Match 
Day Celebration. Medical and dental students applied for residency positions and today is the 
day they find out where they’re going. We spoke to one student about the nerves leading up to 
opening up that envelope. Rachel Knight said, “Just really hoping things would be as I wanted 
them to be. Trying to stay calm and positive, regardless we’re really lucky to be going to any 
program, and we’re lucky to have come from this medical school, so just trying to stay positive.” 
All those nervous jitters paid off for Rachel. She made her top choice in the Cornell program 
that’s based out of New York City.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/20/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: The battle over standardized testing rages on as strong as ever. Proof will 
come next week as tens of thousands of students will refuse sit for certain exams. Today the 
Monroe County Federation of Teachers held a meeting to address some of the criticisms of the 
testing program. The Opt-Out Movement, as supporters are calling it, say taking these 
standardized tests are just a big waste of time. The purpose of these tests are so schools can 
properly evaluate how their teachers and students are performing. But the Monroe County 
Federation of Teachers met tonight to complain about them. They say these tests are too long and 
there isn’t any evidence of “real changes” to the schools themselves as results of taking those 
exams. Plus, they say results are released too late for parents and students to learn from them. 
The president of the Monroe County Federation of Teachers expects 30 percent of students to 
Opt Out next week in Monroe County. Scott Steinberg, president of the West Irondequoit 
Teachers Association, says he doesn’t want to see the test completely tossed, but changes that 
would make it more suitable for everyone involved. A group called High Achievement New 
York is launching a campaign this Wednesday called Yes to the Test. The campaign is expected 
to emphasize the importance of parents opting their children in to the tests. The group will be 
joined by local teachers, parents and members of the Rochester Urban League.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 3/21/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Fredrick Johnson was to the point when he nominated his third grade 
teacher Lauren Szklany for a Golden Apple award. All he said was, “she’s the best teacher I’ve 
had and helps me be the best student I can be.” His classmates agree. Her principal loves her 
passion. Ellen Saxby said, “You can tell every day, she’s so enthusiastic, loves what she does 
and so happy to be here. We’re so lucky to have her here.” We asked Mrs. Szklany what she 
thinks about being a teacher, a 3rd grade teacher here with the kids, what inspires you? She said, 
“The students inspire me every day, and my coworkers, and we work hard together and we share 
our resources and we’re doing a lot of fun things in our classroom and that’s not just thanks to 
me, but also to the other students in 3rd grade.”

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/21/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Rochester City School District hopes to add more than 100 reading 
and special ed teachers next school year. That was one of the items in the proposed budget 
unveiled tonight by Superintendent Barbara Deane-Williams. The spending plan totals 791 
million dollars. It would add 144 teachers, in part by re-deploying administration positions 
directly into schools. The budget includes a gap of around 55 million dollars, but the district is 
relying on additional state aid and operational efficiencies to help whittle that down to about 18 
million dollars. The school board and city council must give final approval.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/25/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Nearly 60 11th graders got a jumpstart to college today. The students are 
part of the inaugural class of the Young Women’s College Prep Charter School in Rochester. As 
they head into their senior year, the school brought in women who are currently in college, or 



recently graduated, to hold a panel and answer any of the student’s concerns or questions. In a 
couple of weeks the school will bring in college recruiters to help the students find a college that 
fits them best.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 3/28/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: When it comes to beloved teachers, it appears Geneseo Elementary is well 
stocked. Sixteen years into teaching and Jeff Rose still has it. Passion. Passion and other 
characteristics Sophia Wells thinks all good teachers possess. Sophia said, “They’re nice, they’re 
joyful, they’re happy to teach.” Sophia nominated her fifth-grade math teacher at Geneseo 
Elementary for a Golden Apple award. Mr. Rose said he tries to treat with as much respect and 
dignity as he can and make things as fun as he can. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/28/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: For the fourth year in a row, it appears thousands of local students are 
boycotting state tests. After day one of the ELA exam a survey of districts in Monroe County 
shows Fairport had the highest opt-out rate. 47 percent of students did not take the test. The 
greatest participation took place in Brighton where just 16 percent opted out. Overall the opt out 
rate may be high, but it also shows signs of dropping off. Participation is slightly up from last 
year. The City of Rochester won’t release their numbers until the test results are in. The exams 
are used to evaluate schools and teachers. Low-performing schools could eventually shut down. 
That’s why the stakes are high. In an effort to encourage students to take the tests, the state has 
reduced the number of test questions and is no longer timing the exam. One of the largest teacher 
unions in the area, The Monroe County Federation of Teachers says their opt-out has not 
changed. They say ultimately it’s up to the parents, but they will continue to supports a parent’s 
right to opt their children out of these tests. The state tests are for New York students in grades 3 
through 8. Testing takes three days. Math tests will be given starting May 2nd.

Environment – topics covered under this issue include: Plans for sustainability and recycling 
ideas.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/28/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The DEC is in the process of a three-step plan to remedy contaminated soil 
with arsenic and lead at the former Geneva foundry. The old building was located on Jackson 
Street in the heart of the city. Officials say it will take until the 2020 to get the poisonous 
chemicals out of the ground. For the last nine years, Kara Helstrom and her family have lived in 
Geneva. Her youngest child is only three years old, but has tested high for lead since he was one. 
Many of the houses adjacent to the foundry have been tested by the DEC. Two hundred and 
twenty of the property soils came back with high concentrations of lead and arsenic. The 
Helstrom family isn’t the only one that’s concerned about living in the area. Property owner 
Cory Barrett detected high levels of both lead and arsenic in his yard. He’s now worried about 
the value of his property he invested significant time and money into. The DEC says they’ll start 
decontamination this summer. Kara says her son seems to be doing alright, but they still take him 
from regular checkups and monitor his health. The DEC is urging anyone in the community to 



contact them if they have any questions. In the meantime, they are in the process of scheduling a 
public meeting that will be held prior to the start of the cleanup.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/7/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Three million pounds of garbage ends up in Lake Ontario each year. That’s 
according to a recent study by RIT Professor Matthew Hoffman. He says most small plastic 
comes down to Lake Ontario in rivers from other lakes and streams. And sometimes, it can form 
trash islands on the lake, but they don’t stick around for long. Hoffman said, “We did not see 
them at all in our models. You do see these small periods of time where you do see 
accumulations, but you get strong wind events that wipe that out, so you don’t get accumulations 
in the middle, what that means is probably more of that ends up on the shore.” The Water 
Education Collaborative encourages folks to clean up after themselves.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/8/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Solar panel popularity has been growing quickly over the last several 
years, especially here in Rochester. But a new Trump administration may roll back some federal 
funding for renewable energy, causing a slow-down regardless of your viewpoint on climate 
change, the local business Renewable Rochester still plans on a growing industry. Dan Viola, the 
owner of Renewable Rochester said, “Most people in this industry believe in it to an extent. 
Some believe it a little further, some believe a little less, but everybody looks at their wallet, and 
everybody opens the utility bill every month.” Viola said that the federal tax credits for most 
renewable energy projects have been approved through 2020.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/8/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: The city of Rochester's working to expand public access to the riverfront 
area downtown. Right now there's a development underway called Erie Harbor Park that's 
making progress along the eastern side of the river. The idea is to rehab the 200 year old 
Johnson-Seymour Race which runs along the river and underneath Dinosaur BBQ. The city's 
also working to build a promenade and pedestrian bridge to connect the Genesee River trail 
downtown. Benches, lighting, and landscaping are all in the works as well -- with the goal of 
creating more access to the riverfront.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/14/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Do you cart your groceries home in plastic bags? More and more people 
are ditching them, choosing paper and re-usable bags. But one state lawmaker wants to put an 
end to plastic for good. The goal is to protect the environment. It a proposal that could cost 
shoppers more once they get to the checkout line. If some state lawmakers get their way, 
customers will have to pay five cents per plastic bag if they want to use them. Lawmakers say 
the fees will help reduce litter and will protect the environment. Wegmans put out a statement 
saying, “We are never in favor of adding fees or taxes to solve environmental issues. We know 
from experience that it’s possible to reduce the use of single-use plastic bags by educating and 
reminding customers about reusable bags and to bring plastic bags back to our store for 



recycling.” This proposal is certainly not new. Initially it was first introduced in the Assembly 
way back in 1999. Critics say it stands very little chance of passing. Today, Governor Cuomo 
signed a bill to block New York City from imposing a five cent fee on plastic bags. Cuomo said 
the city law that was due to go into effect tomorrow was “deeply flawed” because it punished the 
poor. The governor said he’s creating a task force to come up with a uniformed statewide plan to 
deal with “the plastic bag problem.” 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/20/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Waterloo has introduced a plan to help their village go green while saving 
some money. Village officials are looking to replace their current street lights with LED lights. 
They would cost around $6600 annually -- a savings of around $93,00.  It would cost 
approximately $700,000 to replace all of the current street lights -- but the village would make 
that back in less than a decade. The village hopes to have the project done in about a year.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/21/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The parent company of the Genesee Brewery broke ground today on the 
first phase of its five-year-plan to create the Genesee Eco-Brewery District in Rochester. North 
American Breweries says the 50 million dollar project will grow the Genesee Brewery business 
and create more than 120 new jobs. The expansion will also help raise quality standards for New 
York State’s beer industry, making Rochester a top destination for brewing and beverage-related 
tourism. Phase one will focus on a new 13,000 square foot brewery on St. Paul Street.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 2/24/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Gone are the days of overflowing green recycling bins. The city of 
Rochester’s mixed recycling program is almost city wide. The program was launched in late 
October, allowing people to put all their recycling into one blue, 96 gallon bin, instead of having 
to sort it. Director of Operations for Department of Environmental Services Karen St. Auben said 
at first people were hesitant but after the first pick up, recycling seemed a lot easier. St. Auben 
says Rochester is not only making a sustainable effort to protect our environment, but it also 
reduces litter on the streets. The more we use these blue containers, the greener our environment. 
If you live in the city and would like one of these recyclable bins, you can call 311. We have 
more information on our website.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/26/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: More and more people are adopting solar power in New York State. 
Governor Cuomo says the number of installations has ballooned 800% over the last five years. 
According to the NY SUN Program, just in Western New York last year there were 2,093 
installations, compared to 353 systems installed in 2011. Solar energy is more affordable and 
accessible in the U.S. than ever before. In 2014, Governor Cuomo made a one-billion-dollar 
commitment to increase the number of solar electric systems across the state. These funds are 
expected to decrease over the next few years.



Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/17/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: People are seeing more stink bugs every year and that’s because these 
invasive bugs don’t really have a natural predator in the United States, since they are originally 
from Asia. That was until now. Scientists have brought in something that could fight the stink 
bug, the Samurai Wasp. Don’t let its small size fool you. These wasps will lay eggs inside of the 
stink bug eggs, killing more than 90 percent of them. And the best part, Arthur Agnello, a 
professor at Cornell University, says the wasps have no interest in harming people. Agnello said, 
“The parasitic wasps are not built with a stinger, they have basically something that lays eggs 
called an ovipositor in the place where the stinger would be and they are usually extremely 
small, these are about a millimeter in size, so about the size of a head of a pin.” These singer-less 
wasps are projected to be released this summer starting with places that are most infested by the 
unwanted stink bugs.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/20/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The first day of spring means gardening season is around the corner. For 
the first time ever, Waste Management will bag and give out compost at no charge to the 
community. University kitchens across the area are putting food waste into organic bins that is 
picked up once a week by Waste Management. Waste Management can compost it and make 
productive use of that material. Since the inception of this program, Waste Management has kept 
2.5 million pounds out of the High Acres Landfill. Beginning in May, through a give back 
program, people who live in Perinton will be able to pick up compost and wood chips at no 
charge. Everyone else will have to wait until July.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/21/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: What to do with all the trees and branches that came down during our wind 
storms, some local towns have a plan. In Perinton, public works are bringing the bulk of it here 
to the High Acres Landfill. The town has a partnership with Waste Management to compost 
everything, all part of a plan to turn it into wood chips and mulch, that the public can have for 
free. So far in 2017, there have been 337 truckloads of tree remains brought to the High Acres 
Land Fill. That’s a 55 percent increase from last year during that time.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/22/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: We’re taking a closer look at energy efficiency in your home. One home in 
particular, built in Honeoye Falls last year, received the highest rating in all of North America for 
its energy savings. It’s knows as a “passive house” and it features triple pane windows, imported 
from Europe, and walls more than a foot thick to make an airtight seal. A pump in the basement 
pulls in outside air and adjusts the temperature to your liking. There are also sensors to detect c 
old spots in the room. The home also boasts LED lights and low flow shower and toilet fixtures. 
If you want to make your home more energy efficient, one thing you can do is purchase 
appliances that will save you in the long run. They will likely be more expensive up front, but 
they will often be better quality and save you more money over time.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/24/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Littering is a problem in many urban areas, now the city of Rochester is 
proposing a significant increase in fines for those who leave trash in the streets. Fines for first 
time offenders would increase from 25 dollars to 100 dollars. Fines would increase 10 times for 
businesses. The city says the fines have not been updated for years, and the proposed fines would 
be about the same as neighboring towns. The city says that they believe that the proposal will 
pass, and stressed that this isn’t a money grab, but instead an attempt to improve the quality of 
life for its citizens.

Program Title: News 8 at 5&6pm Date: 3/27/17
Time: 5&6pm Duration of Segment: 6:00
Detailed Description: Today we put you first with another call-in event. This time we brought in 
pest control experts to offer free advice to folks who called in. The phones lit up immediately 
and didn’t stop. A lot of you were wondering about those stink bugs in your home and how to get 
rid of them. Unfortunately, the answer from experts, there’s not much to do. Dale Larnder of 
Exodus Exterminating said, “Insecticides are going to give you limited results, our advice to 
people now is to just go ahead and wait it out and when the warmer weather comes, they will go 
outside and in the fall that’s the time to treat, that’s when you call a professional to treat 
preventatively.” There is a lot you can do about moles and voles, ants and those stinging insects. 
In most cases, it’s best to call in a professional.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/28/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: President Donald Trump has signed an executive order that will roll back 
many of former President Obama’s efforts to curb global warming. The order is aimed at helping 
spur American energy jobs. The order will mandate a review of the “Clean Power Plan” which 
restricts greenhouse gas emissions at coal-fired power plants. It will also lift a 14-month old 
moratorium on new coal leases on federal lands. Critics say initiatives that resist transitioning 
from fossil fuels to clean energy will in fact hurt the economy, along with damaging the 
environment.

Health – topics covered under this issue include advice on living a healthy lifestyle, health 
insurance, and medical breakthroughs.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/4/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Lines are quickly being drawn in the fight over the Affordable Care Act. 
Today President Obama made a rare appearance on Capitol Hill. He met with congressional 
democrats in a scramble to save his signature legislation. The US Senate quickly passed a 
measure to put the repeal of Obamacare on the fast track. But they have not yet settled on a plan 
to replace it. Lawmakers have until January 27th to submit legislation repealing major parts of the 
healthcare law. Meantime, a local advocacy group representing 16 hospitals, including URMC, 
Rochester General, and Unity hospitals, says repealing the law would lead to damaging cuts. 
According to Rochester Regional Healthcare advocates, repealing the ACA would cost local 
hospitals up to 1.4 billion dollars over the next ten years, including in lost Medicaid payments. It 



says repealing the law without a replacement would “pull the rug out from under all of us.” 
Health care leaders say local hospitals provide care for more than 6.5 million patients, produce 
more than 800 million in tax revenue, and employ some 53,000 people. In New York State alone, 
2.7 million people get their health insurance through the Affordable Care Act.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/5/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: :25
Detailed Description: A new state-of-the-art cancer treatment center is opening next week in 
Dansville. UR Medicine hosted an open house event at the new Myers Cancer Center today. The 
4,500-square foot facility is located at Noyes Memorial Hospital, giving people who live in 
Steuben, Livingston and Allegany counties easier access to care. The new center features 
medical and radiation oncology clinics, a chemotherapy infusion area and exam rooms.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/5/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: New national guidelines say most children should start eating foods that 
contain peanuts when they are infants, especially babies at high risk of developing a peanut 
allergy. The new recommendations are a landmark shift in advice that doctors say could 
significantly cut peanut allergies in the U.S. The guidelines say babies with eczema or an egg 
allergy are high risk for developing a peanut allergy and should be introduced to foods that 
contain peanuts in the first 4 to 6 months. Dr. Dirsi Jarvinen-Seppo, the head of pediatric allergy 
clinic at the Golisano Children’s Hospital said, “Depending on evaluations of bloodwork results, 
there will be either a home introduction of this food or feeding test done at primary or at the 
allergists office.” The new guidelines came after recent research that found early introduction to 
high risk babies prevented more than 80 percent from developing peanut allergies.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/10/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new heart valve repair procedure is a first in the area. This minimally 
invasive procedure is now available at the Sands-Constellation Heart Institute at Rochester 
General Hospital. It’s called Mitraclip. Once implanted, the device improves valve closure and 
reduces backflow of blood, allowing the heart to pump blood more efficiently, relieving 
symptoms and improving the patient’s quality of life. The American College of Cardiology 
estimates 600,000 individuals have primary or degenerative mitral regurgitation. If left  
untreated, it can cause more serious heart conditions such as  heart failure.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/10/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The kitchen at the Rochester Radisson Hotel has been shut down by the 
Monroe County Health Department. Inspectors found evidence of a mouse infestation. 
According to the health department, the infestation was “significant.” It’s also affecting the 
Legends Sports Bar directly under the hotel, which is currently closed as well. So far, the mice 
are not affecting anything other than just the kitchen areas, meaning the hotel rooms are still up 
to snuff. Despite that, one man we caught up with outside the hotel says he might thing twice 
about coming back to the Radisson. An exterminator we spoke with, who is not connected to the 
Radisson cleanup, tells us it could take anywhere between three days and a few weeks for a 



problem like this to be resolved. The hotel itself remains open. The hotel management had no 
comment.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/11/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Cancer centers around the country want more children vaccinated for 
HPV, saying it could help prevent tens of thousands of cancer cases each year. CDC guidelines 
now recommend girls and boys 11 to 12 years old receive two doses of the HPV vaccine at least 
six months apart, instead of the previously recommended three shot series. Right now about 50 
percent of girls and 28 percent of boys are being vaccinated. Vaccination rates are low because 
some doctors are not strongly recommending the vaccine. HPV is sexually transmitted. There are 
about 14 million new cases each year.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/12/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A life saving drug became a lot cheaper today. At least the generic version. 
We’ve all heard about the price increases in pharmaceuticals over the last few months, especially 
with EpiPen. CVS has come up with the solution. EpiPen is critically important for our members 
in the community who have allergies and the astronomical price increases for EpiPen has created 
a public outcry. The brand-name allergic-reaction treatment EpiPen is now on the market for 
more than $600. CVS announced today that they have partnered with Impax Laboratories to 
bring a generic version of the EpiPen to their pharmacies. Blue Cross Blue Shield says this is 
great for our community and great for our members and they will stand behind the more 
affordable prices. Chief Pharmacist Mona Chitre says it’s a great solution in the market that is 
just as safe and just as effective as the brand name. The only difference between the two products 
is the method of injecting the epinephrine.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/13/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Texting and driving is illegal, that’s a fact. But texting while stopped, 
whether at a red light or stop sign is not. It’s a legal loophole that Governor Andrew Cuomo is 
trying to close. Roughly 27 percent of adult drivers have admitted to texting and driving 
according to a study by the ‘don’t text and drive’ coalition. Since the law has been enacted police 
have seen a rise of fatal accidents caused by texting. In the governor’s proposal police could 
write a ticket if they find someone on their phone when stopped at a sign or railroad crossing. 
That ticket can be more than a hundred dollars.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/15/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: 400 people rallied in Rochester today in support of the Affordable Care 
Act, better known as Obamacare. It was one of 40 rallies around the country to save the health 
care law, which the Republican-led Congress has promised to repeal. Some 1.1 million people in 
New York could lose their health insurance if the law is repealed without some sort of 
replacement. The rally held here was led by Congresswoman Louise Slaughter. She’s pointing 
out that Democrats are willing to work with Republicans to find a replacement and address what 
the law has not, such as high costs. While many rallied to support the law, one local business 



owner we spoke with wants the law done away with. Andrew Pullano, owner of Great Harvest 
Bread Co. in Rochester said, “As it increased obviously, it hurts the business, we have less funds 
to work with every year…the money doesn’t fall from heaven obviously you have to pay the 
increase somewhere whether it’s from cutting staff or through raising prices.” Today President-
elect Trump told the Washington Post that he has a plan to provide “health insurance for 
everybody” and it would replace the ACA. But he did not give specifics and did not say when he 
would unveil the plan. Many Republicans insist Congress must pass a replacement plan on the 
same day they repeal.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/23/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The nation is facing a serious blood shortage this winter. Many blood 
drives have been cancelled due to bad weather. The American Red Cross is putting out an 
emergency call asking for more blood donations. Donations have also taken a hit because people 
get busy over the holidays. The agency says centers are now struggling to keep up with demand. 
Blood and platelets are being sent to hospitals faster than donations are coming in. The Red 
Cross is responsible for about 40 percent of the nation’s blood supply. A blood drive is coming 
up this Wednesday in Brockport. For more information head to RochesterFirst.com

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/23/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Two more hospitals in the Rochester area have placed restrictions on 
visitors due to the flu. Those restrictions are now in effect at Unity and Rochester General. Just 
last week, URMC enacted the same restrictions for Strong and Highland hospitals. This is the 
height of flu season. And it’s not too late to get a flu shot. Pharmacists tell us the flu shot has 
been very effective this year. However, some people are still hesitant to get the vaccine, because 
they think it will make them sick. Daniel Safe, the owner of Danwins Pharmacy said, “Some 
people will get the shot then get exposed to the flu and still get the flu but it didn’t come from the 
shot. It’s impossible to get the flu from the flu shot.” Experts say it takes about two weeks for the 
flu vaccine to take full effect. Flu season usually lasts between October and May.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/24/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A national study released today shows that cancer deaths declined 
dramatically between 1980 and 2014. The findings are from the Journal of The American 
Medical Association. It highlights the impact of improved prevention, screening and treatments 
for many cancers, as well as the need for continued developments. Dr. Sandy Constine of UR 
Medicine said, “The 20 percent decrease in cancer mortality relates to all cancers but there has 
been great progress in some cancers.” The Wilmot Cancer Institute helps survivors with life after 
cancer. Cancer patients and survivors are invited to attend a survivorship symposium on 
February 11th. More information is on our website, RochesterFirst.com

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/24/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Cervical cancer cases have increased over the past four years. But now a 
new study shows that experts may have been wrong with their data. According to Dr. Eugene 



Toy with Rochester General Hospital, previous studies did not include women that have had 
hysterectomies. Dr. Toy said, “In the past the women that have had hysterectomies were not at 
risk for having cervical cancer because they no longer had a cervix.” Now with new calculations, 
this study shows that black women are dying at a 77% high rate than thought and white women 
are 47% higher than previously reported. Dr. Toy says the disparities between these two races 
comes down to the lack of education and programs in the inner city. Dr. Toy explained cervical 
cancer can be prevented. He recommends women begin  HPV testing and get traditional Pap 
smears beginning at age 21. Dr. Toy said, “You still need to see doctors and have the routine 
screening, even though you may have been vaccinated it doesn’t mean you still shouldn’t see a 
doctor.” He said, “Many women feel after they are done having kids, they really don’t need to 
see a gynecologist. So a large number of women go unscreened.” Toy says one visit can prevent 
a very deadly disease that affects over 12,000 women per year.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/24/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The University of Rochester Medical Center’s Center for Community 
Health will be receiving up to nine million dollars over the next five years. The money is set to 
go towards monitoring infectious diseases like the flu and RSV and to track the emergence of 
dangerous antibiotic-resistant bacteria in health care settings. Doctors say the research is 
important to help the government estimate disease rates and the impact of interventions like 
vaccines. Dr. Nancy Bennett said, “So I think a lot of the work we do in this project, which is 
really a research project, enables us to then apply the lessons quickly to our community and 
reduce the burden of disease.” The information gathered will be used to create prevention and 
treatment policies to improve the health of Americans.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/25/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: The flu season is upon us and it’s at a widespread level in our area. 
Hospitals like URMX, Unity and Rochester General have flu restrictions in place. UR 
Medicine’s Thompson Health just imposed visitor restrictions. With the recent spike in flu cases, 
Excellus Blue Cross Blue Shield has been encouraging the use of telemedicine. Rochester 
General uses the technology to help patients see specialists, so a two to three hour visit can take 
just ten minutes, saving time and money. Director of Workplace Wellness and Telemedicine 
Marya Vande-Doyle said, “If you go to the emergency room and you’re in a high deductible 
health plan, the cost of that visit is about $1800, so it’s a considerable out of pocket cost for that 
member, and if the patient uses MDLive, the cost for that visit is 40 dollars.” Excellus Blue 
Cross Blue Shield sees the program only growing, with people eventually using their TV’s to 
talk with doctors, and phones as a way to check vitals.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/26/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: According to research findings by Excellus Blue Cross Blue Shield, over 
2,000 people are diagnosed with colon cancer every year. It’s the second leading cause of cancer 
death in the country. Doctors say there’s an alarming amount of people each year who fail to get 
screened for colon cancers. Excellus Blue Cross Blue Shield says there are tens of thousands of 
adults in Upstate New York who are gambling with their healthy by choosing not to be screened 



for the disease. But the common issue among a lot of people is that they are fearful of getting a 
colonoscopy because some say it’s an invasive process. However, there’s another way you can 
get screened which might alleviate that fear. Dr. Martin Lustick of Excellus Blue Cross Blue 
Shield said, “There are alternatives particularly something called a Fit test which is a chemical 
test on your bowel movement that just looks for signs of invisible blood that might be there 
which is known to be one of the early signs of potential cancer.”

Program Title: News 8 at 4pm Date: 1/31/17
Time: 4pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Today is the last day of open enrollment to sign up for health insurance the 
Affordable Care Act. With a change in presidents though, many in the healthcare industry are 
unsure what this could mean for them and for patients. Healthcare navigators are advising 
everyone to still enroll because if the Affordable Care Act is repealed it won’t be done overnight, 
and signing up guarantees coverage for the coming enrollment period. Healthcare navigators also 
told us they are getting a lot of concerned calls, especially in the past few days with consumers 
wondering what the new administration could mean. Particularly for people with pre-existing 
conditions and young adults under 26, but they’re not sure themselves. The deadline for those 
who have not yet enrolled and plan to is 8pm tonight.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/7/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: A new study by the Journal of the American Medical Association finds 
that a majority of breast cancer patients who are at high risk for having the BRCA1 or BRCA2 
gene want genetic testing, but only about 53% got it. Doctors at the Pluta Center talked about 
how they’re making sure those at risk receive the care they need. Oncologists say that those who 
have the BRCA1 or 2 genes are at an increased risk for uterine and pancreatic cancer as well.  A 
new study shows that a big reason why many don’t get genetic testing despite being high risk is 
simple and preventable. As genetic testing becomes more advanced, doctor say there’s no reason 
why patients shouldn’t be taking advantage of the technology to prevent future illness.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/7/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: You’ve probably heard those figures saying it costs something like a 
quarter million dollars on average to raise a child. But how much of that is healthcare costs? And 
how can you try to reduce that portion? A recent JAMA pediatrics study found, when it comes to 
health care costs our country spends more on asthma than almost everything else, topped only by 
inpatient newborn care, ADHD and dental care. Gerry Wedig is a health care economist at U of 
R’s Simon School. He, like so many others, has watched child health care costs rise. In 1996, 
health care spending per child each  year was just under two thousand dollars. In 2013, it 
approached $2,800. Wedig said, “If you’re talking about what it costs to raise a child to age 18, 
less than 10 percent of what you’re going to spend to raise that child, you know how expensive 
college is, less than 10 percent is going to be on health care.” A bulk of that is unavoidable, as in 
premiums and copays. But some of it is. For example, did you know your pediatrician can likely 
put on a cast for minor broken bones? And it should cost a whole lot less than going to the ER. 
You can also avoid a pricey trip to the ER if you make sure you always have a child’s prescribed 
medications on hand, like asthma medication. Whatever you decide to do to save money, Wedig 



says there’s one thing you should not do, and that’s go with insurance. One money-saving option 
is to go to a high-deductible plan and start putting pre-tax money in a health savings account, or 
HAS.  We have more information on the JAMA Pediatrics report on our website.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/8/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: A local family is reacting to a new government accountability office report 
that’s questioning the use of a medical device that can spread cancer inside the body, and why 
the FDA didn’t stop its use. Laparoscopic power morcellators are used during hysterectomies 
and grind tissue in order to remove it from the body. But if the device hits cancer cells, it can 
send them throughout the body. Frank Interlichia lost his wife after her cancer spread following 
the procedure. He says if he had known what he knows now, they wouldn’t have gone through 
with the procedure. Interlichia said, “People, especially women, who are looking to get the 
procedure, ask questions about the tool that’s being used, ask questions about surgical options 
because the system and the doctors aren’t to the point where they’re telling you that yet.” The 
GAO report is looking into why the problem was not reported to the FDA until after two women 
died locally following surgery using a power morcellator. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/8/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Despite widespread availability of the flu vaccine, the virus is still 
spreading. In Monroe County, the health department confirms three flu related deaths, as of 
January 28th. There have been more than 800 cases of flu locally, and 16 hospitalizations. 
Pediatricians at Strong Memorial Hospital confirm they’ve seen an increase this year, with 114 
samples testing positive for the flu in just the last week. Statewide, the deaths of four children 
have also been attributed to the flu. Doctors say it’s hard to tell at this point why it’s spreading so 
quickly this year. One possible reason for the spike could be that people aren’t getting 
vaccinated. Flu shots are still available. Flu season can run as late as May.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/9/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Congressman Tom Reed made a stop in Clifton Springs today praising the 
passage of the 21st Century Cures Act. It’s aimed in part at combatting brain diseases such as 
Alzheimer’s, which more than five million Americans are living with. Advocates are saying this 
is a landmark piece of legislation in the fight against Alzheimer’s but the fight isn’t over. The 
21st Century Cures Act appropriates 1.6 billion dollars to what’s called the Brain Initiative over 
the next ten years. The hope is, this funding will allow researchers to find new ways to treat, cure 
and prevent brain diseases like Alzheimer’s. Greece native Bruce Holroyd, who lost his mother-
in-law and his own father to Alzheimer’s, helped lobby for this legislation. He says many 
families’ financial and emotional burdens will be lifted once a cure is found. Right now more 
than five million Americans are living with Alzheimer’s. By 2050 it’s estimated that figure could 
be tripled.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/9/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: An 11-year-old girl from Ontario County has died from complications of 
the flu. Madeline Barton died yesterday. She was a 6th grader in the Naples Central School 
District. The Naples superintendent tells us her death was a major shock to the district. Schools 
will provide support services for students, as they grieve Barton’s unexpected death. The Ontario 
County Health Department says this is the first pediatric death related to the flu in years. Across 
the state, five children have died this year of complications from the flu. Funeral services for 
Madeline Barton have not yet been set.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/9/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:15
Detailed Description: News 8 has learned there’s a plan in the works to build a new emergency 
department at Strong Memorial Hospital. The current proposal has the ER possibly moving to a 
different spot on the URMC campus, but there’s no word on where it might go or when this 
might happen. We do know creating more usable space would be a top priority, partly to improve 
wait times in ER. That goal led us to look into what local wait times currently look like and how 
they might be reduced. Some local doctors will tell you ten years ago, it was not uncommon to 
wait six to eight hours in a local emergency department. But Strong’s Chair of Emergency 
Medicine Dr. Michael Kamali says things have changed. For example, according to 
Medicare.gov it only takes, on average, 11 minutes from the time a patient enters the ED to be 
seen by a doctor. That’s well below state and national averages. Kamali credits electronic 
medical records and the policy to get at least two people to each patient when they walk in. But 
in some categories they still need word. Life the average amount of time a patient spends in the 
ER before being sent home, 228 minutes, almost four hours. While Strong certainly stays busy, 
Becker’s hospital review recently ranked Rochester the 12th busiest hospital in the entire country. 
Doctors here say the occasional flood of patients can sometimes lead to those huge, nightmarish 
wait times. Bryan Gargano of Rochester General Hospital said, “It’s frustrating but at the same 
time it acknowledges that we’re not meeting everyone’s needs all the way yet and it’s a hard 
challenge.” But Dr. Gargano says his team, like Strong’s has been constantly adjusting. That’s 
why their wait times, in most categories, are average or better than average. Gargano says the 
key is to quickly sort patients by their medical needs. Both doctors also stress many ER visits can 
be prevented by, prevention, by going to a primary care doctor early on. Another thing to 
remember, not all conditions are treated equally. So if it makes sense, first figure out if a primary 
care or urgent care office can help you. Busiest time for emergency rooms, by the way, Monday 
afternoons. We have a comprehensive comparison of wait times at various local hospitals at 
RochesterFirst.com

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/10/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Amerks hosted their fifth annual Donate Life event at the Blue Cross 
Arena. During the event, the Amerks partner with the Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network to 
raise awareness for organ donation. It gives Recovery Network staff, volunteers and members of 
the Amerks Alumni Association the chance to encourage people to enroll in the New York State 
Donate Life registry. Something that can help avoid difficult decisions for family members down 
the road. Nancy Ryan of the Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network said, “Often times we have 



to have difficult conversations in the hospital when a loved one has passed away or is nearly 
passing away and families have to make decisions about organ donation on behalf of their loved 
one. Not an easy thing to think about.” Locally, more than 600 patients are currently waiting for 
a kidney, heart. Liver or pancreas transplant.

Program Title: News 8 at 5, 5:30 & 6pm Date: 2/13/17
Time: 5, 5:30 & 6pm Duration of Segment: 5:00
Detailed Description: We’re right in the middle of flu season. It’s caused one local school to close 
down for a major cleaning, and right now we’ve got doctors ready to answer your questions. Call 
585-287-8074 to ask our panel of doctors your questions about flu prevention, vaccinations and 
when to visit the doctor’s office.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/13/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Beginning tomorrow, 16 and 17 year olds will be able to register as organ 
donors. The law is designed to increase the pool of organ donors in New York State. 16 and 17 
years old will now be able to legally sign up for the state’s organ donor registry. But parents will 
still have to give consent. In New York State roughly 27 percent of those eligible to donate are 
registered. That’s far behind the national average of 50 percent.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/16/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: With few exceptions, house calls are a thing of the past. Dr. Luis Postigo 
saw a need in the Rochester area. He noticed senior citizens having difficulty getting into the 
office to see their doctor. Dr. Postigo said, “Everything that could be done at the office can be 
done at home.” So that’s why he thought he could flip the script by coming to them. He found 
that this didn’t just benefit the patient. Dr. Postigo said, “To see them at home you see them in 
their environment, you are able to treat their problems more effectively because you know how 
they really are.” Dr. Postigo travels all over the Rochester area and is expanding his services into 
parts of Wayne County.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/17/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The University of Rochester is battling a case of the norovirus. So far one 
student has been confirmed, with 16 others having symptoms. The norovirus is a highly 
infectious disease. Last year at this time, more than 100 U of R students were sick with 
norovirus. Doctors say cleaning household surfaces and washing hands diligently are both a 
must. The doctors say the students aren’t out of the woods just yet. Those numbers could 
increase throughout the rest of the season. That’s why it’s incredibly important to wash your 
hands and clean shared surfaces and dorm rooms. The University of Rochester isn’t the only 
school fighting off illnesses. SUNY Brockport has confirmed that 375 students currently have 
the flu. And it’s not just universities. There’s a student at Penfield High School who has a case of 
Whopping cough.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/21/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 3:00
Detailed Description: A tiny corner off North Clinton Avenue is littered with used needles, caps 
and baggies. The tell-tale signs of a place where addicts go to use heroin. Some in the 
community have blamed programs that give users clean needles to prevent HIV and Hepatitis C. 
Miguel Melendez of the Ibero-American Development Corporation said, “We don’t want to 
spread disease, but just throwing the needle on the ground we’re just transferring the problem.” 
That’s why they asked Trillium Health to stop bringing in their mobile syringe exchange unit. 
They argued the unit would give needles out without taking old ones in promoting this. 
Trillium’s Julie Ritzler said “They truck has been off the street now for over a year and we’ve 
seen an incredible increase in discarded syringes and people going to the area to use drugs in the 
area. Now, people can still pick up those syringes at Trillium’s center not too far away on 
Central Avenue. The idea behind all of this is harm reduction, or keeping addicts as healthy as 
possible, to give them a fighting chance when they’re ready for treatment.” One of the things you 
can pick up is what’s called a fit pack. In it, you can place new syringes but there’s also another 
compartment in which you can deposit old ones. This can help both the addict and the 
neighborhood. Rochester Police Officer Eric Majewicz says he supports harm reduction to a 
point, he adds he’s also tasked with keeping the community safe. That can at times mean 
arresting addicts. The mission also recently led to the RPD removing vacant houses, adding LED 
lights in some open areas, tearing out brush and blocking off certain spots. While policing and 
harm reduction have created some friction between various groups, Melendez says new attempts 
by Mayor Lovely Warren to bring everyone to the same table have helped to bridge some of the 
old divides.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/28/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new study shows colorectal cancer rates have risen dramatically in 
Generation X and Millennials. The American Cancer Society study finds people born in 1990 
have double the risk of colon cancer and quadruple the risk or rectal cancer, compared to people 
born around 1950. Doctors say the increase is not linked to family history, so environmental 
factors are likely to blame. Dr. Andrea Cercek of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center said, 
“Some of it may be due to the fact that there have been changes in young people, in the 
Millennial generation, in terms of a more sedentary lifestyle, dietary changes, obesity may play a 
role but that is not really clear.” A high-fiber, low-fat diet is believed to reduce the danger. 
Current guidelines recommend screening at age 50 for people at average risk, making it hard to 
catch in younger patients. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/28/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: More calls to fix what some are calling a crisis in home health care. In 
Albany, lawmakers are considering plans to increase pay for home health aides. This while the 
number of people who depend on in-home care is rising. But as we found out, there is a shortage 
of workers to help them. Workers in need of better wages are leaving the field. And fewer 
workers are entering it. According to the group Be Fair to Direct Care, more than 11 percent of 
direct care jobs were empty in 2016, which is up from 7.76 percent from 2014. A total increase 
of 43 percent. In Albany today, the coalition urged that an increase in funding for these workers 



be included in the budget. The Be Fair to Direct Care Coalition says if the funding in not 
provided, many home-aide providers will be forced to close their doors. It will push the people in 
their care back into the state system. The Be Fair to Direct Care Coalition says there are 130,000 
New Yorkers with developmental disabilities who could be impacted by this.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/117
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Wearable technology for athletes is usually found at the highest level of 
sport, but one device has now made it to the U of R women’s soccer team. They now wear 
monitors to track their every more, and that’s helped accelerate them to the top of their game for 
every match. Coach Skie Dardaganis reached out to alumni and got enough funding to buy the 
gear last year, mainly to reduce injuries. Dardaganis said, “I was noticing that the incidents of 
injury were really escalating in women’s soccer.” They’ve seen a huge drop in ACL tears and the 
devices can now bring game intensity to practices. Coach can now adjust how each player rests 
based on their paly in games, and all the data fits well with the athletes studies. Dardaganis said, 
“Can we introduce some feature in athletics that transcends athletics, can it go into the rest of 
their lives, can it go to their academics, can it go to their career, and I think that’ why it’s 
important to look into different technologies.” So far, no other team that competes against the U 
of R women’s soccer tame uses the technology. The team has 30 units, that ran for a price of 
$20,000. So far no other organization at the University has them, but they’re definitely 
considering it.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/1/17
Time:1 1pm Duration of Segment: 2:30
Detailed Description: There’s a new reason to be concerned tonight about the state of children’s 
health. More than 8,000 children in school districts throughout the Finger Lakes Region are 
considered obese. That’s about 16 percent of students. Statewide, the childhood obesity rate is 17 
percent. Obesity rates differ in every town, which relates to environment and to income. In 
Monroe County, eight school districts are above the state’s 17 percent average. Not a great score 
for the county. New York State Department of Health says obesity rates need to be combated not 
just within the school districts, but at home. It’s an on-going battle that New York has to face.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/3/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new study finds exercise works better than medication to reduce cancer-
related fatigue. That’s according to researchers from the University of Rochester. Their study 
also found that psychological therapy is another helpful intervention. The National Cancer 
Institute has chosen cancer-related fatigue as a top research priority. Researchers from Wilmot 
have been studying this for nearly 15 years.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/3/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Former Buffalo Bills special teams player Steve Tasker is taking part in a 
campaign designed to raise awareness about concussions. Tasker offered his perspective today 
during the Rochester Regional Health Event. He joined Dr. Anthony Petraglia on a panel 
speaking to medical professionals about concussions and concussion treatment. As a youth 



football coach, Tasker explained why he believes younger players face less of a risk than 
professionals playing sports like football. The goal of this event is to help equip those caring for 
concussion patients with the tools needed to make the best informed decisions when it comes to 
diagnosis and treatment.

Program Title: News 8 at 5, 5:30, 6pm Date: 3/6/17
Time: 5pm, :530, 6pm Duration of Segment: 12 minutes
Detailed Description: News 8 was putting you first again today as we took calls about colon 
cancer screenings. We had experts linked to the American Cancer Society standing by, taking 
your calls about screenings and cancer treatment. The event meshed perfectly with the American 
Cancer Society’s Campaign 80 by 18, which is designed to get eighty percent of the population 
above 50 years old screened by 2018.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/10/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A major drop in flu cases has been reported in the past week. The number 
of positive flu tests went down by about 50 percent according to UR Medicine. Chief of 
Infectious Diseases at UR Medicine Dr. John Treanor says the current outage situation may also 
have an impact on the number of flu cases as well. Dr. Treanor says the numbers signal that the 
flu season is tailing off, but warns that there’s always the possibility that the virus will peak 
again later in the season.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/10/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Gates Police, trying to do something about the heroin epidemic. A press 
conference was held this morning to address issues regarding the subject not just in our area, but 
across New York State. A call has been issued for programs to be put in place to work with 
doctors to not over-prescribe narcotics in order to prevent addiction. As well as ore rehabilitation 
and recovery options fro those already addicted. Gates Police say the drug Narcan is saving lives, 
however, more needs to be done to prevent these deadly overdoses.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/27/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A major medical group, The American College of Physicians, says heroin 
addicts should be given treatment, not thrown in jail. It’s recommending substance abuse 
disorders be treated as a chronic medical condition and not a moral failure. The new guidelines 
include requiring health insurers to cover addiction. In one survey, only about half covered the 
prescription drugs needed for treatment. Improving the training of clinicians in pain 
management, to reduce prescription drug abuse. And expanding access to the opioid antidote, 
Naloxone, which can save the life of somebody who is overdosing. Fewer than 20 percent of 
people in the U.S. who need treatment for addiction to drugs like heroin, actually get the help 
they need. The heroin epidemic is raging in Rochester and cities across the country.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/30/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The College of Brockport hosted a community dialogue on addiction, 
recovery and the war on drugs. A panel of local experts discussed the growing problem of 
addiction in the U.S. during a lecture at the college’s metro center on St. Paul Street in 
Rochester. The issue has become increasingly important in the Rochester community. In 2015 
alone there were 85 opioid deaths in Monroe and surrounding counties. Between 2003 and 2013 
opioid deaths in the Rochester-Finger Lakes region rose 550 percent. According to statistics, 91 
people die every day in the U.S. from opioid abuse, though only 10 percent will ever receive any 
kind of treatment.

Military/Veteran Services - topics covered under this issue include: programs and services 
available to local veterans and honoring local veterans.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/10/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A special surprise for a local veteran at this evening’s Churchville Chili 
board of education meeting. Arthur Gay Jr. left school in 6th grade to work on the family farm in 
Brockport. At 18 he enlisted in the Army during World War Two and went to Japan following 
basic training at Fort Bragg. When he returned, he went right back to work on the family farm 
without ever finishing school. Tonight, Arthur was presented with an honorary high school 
diploma. Arthur eventually purchases his own farm in Churchville where he raised his family. 
All three of his children went to Churchville Chili High School.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/11/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: In just over two weeks, Rochester’s own Harmonica Pete will perform the 
national anthem at the NHL All-Star game in Los Angeles. Tonight, this beloved World War 
Two veteran played for a hometown crowd at the Amerk’s game. And they loved it. Dupre, 
who’s 93 years old, served as an Army medic during World War Two. He’s played the 
harmonica since he was a kid and even had it with him during the war. He says the opportunity 
to play for a wider audience is an honor. In December, Dupre was one of three local World War 
Two veterans to be honored by the Greatest Generations Foundation, with a trip to Hawaii to 
mark the 75th anniversary of Pearl Harbor. During that visit, Dupre played the national anthem 
prior to the Pearl Harbor Basketball Invitational between California and Seton Hall. The 
performance also aired live on the FOX Sports Network. The NHL All-Star game is January 29th.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/22/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Even though the war in Afghanistan formally ended two years ago, the 
U.S. continues to send American troops into the country to maintain security. That’s why, today, 
there was a farewell ceremony for a group of local soldiers. Twenty soldiers from the Army 
National Guard Aviation Unit are going. Their mission is to support the ground troops with the 
Chinook, a supply and transport helicopter. Those in the aviation battalion are said to be the 
unsung heroes. Sgt. Michael Landauer, a flight engineer said, “This is a high asset in the country 
right now, the capabilities in the aircraft make it very valuable at that altitude and the size of it 



and what it can move is paramount of the units that are over.” This is happening as power is 
changing in Washington as the new commander in chief steps in. President Donald Trump says 
he wants to raise the number of active Army troops in general from 470,000 to 540,000. Captain 
Kenneth Hilkert hopes that helps, but as far as Afghanistan goes he said, “I don’t know what 
mission they’re looking to accomplish at this point.” The soldiers are set for deployment on 
Saturday morning. Their tour is set to last for 400 days.

Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 1/24/17
Time: 5am Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Governor Cuomo announced new guidelines for the state's paid family 
leave program. The phase-in starts January 1, 2018. Once fully rolled out, eligible workers will 
get paid leave for 12 weeks for the birth of a child, to take care of a seriously ill relative, or if a 
family member has to go on active military duty. The program will be available to full time 
employees who have been working for at least 26 weeks or part time employees who have been 
working for 175 days. The program will be paid through payroll deductions. Some lawmakers 
are suggesting tweaks to make it less vulnerable to fraud. During paid family leave, employees 
won't lose their health insurance, an option which was up in the air before.

Program Title: News 8 at 12pm Date: 1/24/17
Time: 12pm Duration of Segment: 3:00
Detailed Description: The Rochester Americans hockey team hosts the Albany Devils in a 7:05 
p.m. game at The Blue Cross Arena this weekend. The Amerks are honoring all first responders 
such as police officers, fire fighters, and emergency medical technicians, as well as military 
members and veterans. Prior to the Amerks-Devils matchup, the Rochester Police Department 
will face-off against members of the Monroe County Sheriff's Office Jail Bureau in an exhibition 
hockey game starting at 4:00 p.m. As part of the night, the Amerks are offering all Hometown 
Heroes and military personnel one complimentary ticket to their game against the Devils with 
additional tickets for family and friends available for as low as just $12. Those interested in 
taking advantage of the offer can do so by visiting www.amerks.com/hero. Hometown Heroes or 
their families can also use that link to submit a photo to be used during an in-game tribute on the 
video board.

Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 1/30/17
Time: 5am Duration of Segment: :45
Detailed Description: In our nation's capital, protesters gathered outside the White House 
Sunday. One of the men in the crowd happened to be from Rochester. Matt Zeller is a former 
army soldier who fought in the war in Afghanistan. He worked directly with the Afghan Security 
Council. Zeller founded the organization "No One Left Behind" - a non-profit that works to help 
America's wartime allies find safe harbor. He too is critical of the president's executive order, 
saying the Iraqis who helped the U.S. military, and who are seeking help here in the U.S. may 
now be at risk.  Zeller said, "Most might not realize the executive order essentially cuts in half 
the number of refugees we will ever be willing to accept in a single year, and the people who are 
going to be most impacted by that - quite frankly the people we believe should be at the front of 
the line - are the people that worked with our military."       



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/1/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A group of veterans is asking their local school district, to consider giving 
them a tax break. The Veterans Tax Exemption was first made available in 2014, and since then, 
hundreds of school districts around the state have adopted it. Will Mt. Morris do the same? The 
Alternative Veterans Tax Exemption would lower the assessments of homes owned by veterans. 
Veterans who served in a combat zone and disabled veterans would be eligible for additional 
exemptions. Part of the debate is the cost, which would be passed on to other taxpayers. There’s 
an estimated 141 households that would benefit from the veterans exemption. After many 
months of discussion, a decision must be made by March 1st in order for those who qualify to 
receive these benefits. A meeting next Wednesday will be held to officially consider this 
proposal. Any actions taken place after March 1st would apply to next year’s tax rolls.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/12/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: Local Blue Star Mothers, those that currently have, or those that had kids 
serve in the military, held a fundraiser today. The Uno Pizzeria in Henrietta was donating up to 
20 percent of their proceeds to the organization. The Blue Star Mothers have been around since 
1942 and send care packages to members of the military that are currently deployed. One 
mother, Angela Uhnavy, talked about what these care packages mean to her son. "Sending those 
little care packages means a little bit of home is coming to them, so it's very important to both 
the moms and the sailors on that ship." Angela's son is on a U.S. destroyer off the coast of Syria. 
She says the most requested gift is actually Slim Jims.

Program Title: News 8 at 4pm Date: 3/8/17
Time: 4pm Duration of Segment: :45
Detailed Description: Helping veterans find homes and essential services. That was the goal of 
the "Stand Down" event at the Harro East Ballroom in Rochester today. The 2017 event hosted 
some 38 local service providers to address the needs of veterans. Over 576 veterans and their 
families were helped by the Veterans Outreach Center in 2016. Nearly 80 male veterans were 
housed in the center's Richard's and Otto homes--both transitional, supportive housing for vets. 
VOC Executive Director Todd Baxter said, "If you think about the world of service providers for 
veterans. Everybody that touches a veteran. From the Veteran's Outreach Center, to the Monroe 
County Veteran's Service Office, the VA, other non-profits, job placement, job training, folks 
that are looking to hire veterans. They're all in one spot today." veterans Outreach Center expects 
to serve an estimated 200 local veterans at the 2017 stand down event.

Program Title: News 8 at 12pm Date: 3/20/17
Time: 12pm Duration of Segment: 3:00
Detailed Description: We've got a big event and big game coming up on Saturday the 25th. It's 
the Knighthawks and Bandits, but it's more than a game day. It's Military Night. The 
Knighthawks are really excited to again be partnering with the VOC to really honor our military. 
It's something that we get excited about every year. We're doing our jersey auction again. We're 
excited that the Buffalo Bandits are going to be a part of that this year. Also, we're doing our ten-
year anniversary of our 2007 championship team, so we're doing jerseys for them as well. The 
VOC and the Knighthawks have had a long-standing partnership. It's certainly helped the VOC 



in our area, and not just our area, but Buffalo as well. Todd Baxter of the VOC said, “Doing 
outreach across the entire Western New York at one time is a great opportunity for us. With the 
rivalry with the Bandits, that's kind of what the military does with the different branches of the 
military, but they're all in the same fight in the end. It's a great way for folks to come out and 
respect the military and what these guys and gals have given so much in the last decade and a 
half.” Proceeds from the jersey auctions will benefit the Veterans Outreach Center. How do you 
take those proceeds and make a difference in our community? Baxter said, “For instance, today 
we got a shelter with about twenty-eight veterans living in it. We're not turning on the lights or 
putting any food on the tables unless we've got beautiful partners like the Knighthawks who are 
willing to go out and do a little extra for the service people that provided our freedom for us.” 
We certainly appreciate all that you do with the VOC and the Knighthawks as well. Good luck 
against the Bandits! We know it's a big game. It's up to you to turn out and bid on those jerseys 
as well. There's lots more information online. It's Knighthawks.com and vocroc.org. You'll find 
those links on our site as well at Rochesterfirst.com.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/22/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: New details tonight on a new VA clinic slated to be built in Henrietta. It 
was discussed tonight at the Department of Veterans Affairs quarterly town hall meeting at the 
current facility on Westfall Road. The contract for the clinic, which is being built at Marketplace 
Center on Calkins Road in Henrietta, has been awarded to Carnegie Management and 
Development Corporation. Everything is expected to move from the current Westfall Road 
location to the new 84,000 square foot facility in Henrietta. Tonight, officials talked about finally 
getting the ball rolling on this important project. The VA is hoping to break ground on the new 
facility this September. They predict it could be up and running by the beginning of 2018.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/25/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Earlier this week we found out that Airman Alexandria Gleason Morrow 
was killed Tuesday in Jordan while performing maintenance duties during a non-combat 
operation. Gleason Morrow was just 25 years old. Today the Dansville community gathered at a 
memorial service to remember her. 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/29/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Monroe County took the time today to honor local Vietnam veterans. It 
was part of the annual “Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day” to pay tribute to those veterans. 
The ceremony featured members of Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 20 of Rochester and 
was held to offer recognition and appreciation for all veterans who served during the Vietnam 
War. Eric Wheeler, the interim director of Veteran Services at MCC said, “It’s important for us 
to come together as a community today to recognize the men and women who served in Vietnam 
those many years ago. They didn’t get the homecoming then that they deserved. But today, as a 
community, we’re here to stand and tell them, thank you for your service, and welcome home.” 
Nearly 23,000 Vietnam veterans live in the six-county, Greater Rochester area.



Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 3/29/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A group in the Honeoye Falls-Lima area is doing what so many of us wish 
we could, helping real veterans in the most immediate need. Now they tell us they need the 
community’s help changing the lives of those who’ve protected our freedom. Justine Cogswell is 
a veteran himself and saw the great need when he went through his own struggles. He said, 
“What I found was that, although there’s a lot of organizations doing good, there were none that 
could really fix my immediate problem, which was that I needed a vehicle in order to get to work 
and appointments.” It’s his personal experiences, and the stories of so many others that 
motivated Cogswell and a group of volunteers to start Operation Clean Out to Build Up. The 
group restores furniture, tools, even cars for veterans in need. We were there when the group 
presented a car to Joey Hernandez. Hernandez said, “I joined the Army at 20, seven 
deployments, lots of friends who are dead, I almost died, got out. Depression, PTSD, not having 
a vehicle, stuck at the house, no job. Wanting to succeed but really the world coming down on 
you.” Currently Cogswell and his wife put about 50 percent of his salary into the project to help 
these veterans, but they hope the community can come together and help even more veterans in 
the future. To learn more about Operation Clean Out to Build Up and see how you can help, find 
the story at RochesterFirst.com.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 3/30/17
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: More than ten area Home Depot associates have partnered with Patriot 
Guards of New York to renovate the home of a local man. Steve Imburgia served more than a 
decade in the U.S Army National Guard. Now a disabled veteran, Imburgia’s home is in need of 
repairs. The local volunteer effort is part of a nationwide commitment by the Home Depot to 
improve homes and lives of veterans. Imburgia said, “They’ve got so many volunteers that have 
come out and helped, not just in the inside where I’ve had the damage. I’ve had two trees fall 
down, they’re out here cleaning my yard. I mean this is the compassion that they have for 
veterans. And it is so enlighten to know that there’s a group out there.” Volunteer projects 
include interior painting, roof repairs and replacing kitchen cabinets and countertops. The 
improvements will help Imburgia maintain his home and continue to live independently.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/30/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :25
Detailed Description: Todd Baxter, the Executive Director of the Veterans Outreach Center here 
in Rochester, has announced he is stepping down. In a letter sent out today, Baxter says he made 
the decision for his family as his youngest son is about to graduate from high school and he and 
his wife are considering future endeavors. Baxter has been the executive director of the Veterans 
Outreach Center for the past three years. He says April 14th will be his last day. Baxter was 
diagnosed with prostate cancer last year, but he did not say whether that factored into his 
decision.



Politics – topics covered under this issue include: Local, state and national politics. 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/5/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle returned to Albany with a chip on 
their shoulder. Many argue, a lot had to do with the fact lawmakers did not return early for a 
special session to decide on a pay raise. Now they’ll have to wait another two years before they 
can get one. Lawmakers may have opened 2017 airing their grievances over continued poor 
communication with the governor, but there are some issues members say that should not require 
fighting this session. Senator Joe Robach said, “Certainly ride-sharing is an issue we’ve been 
working on for a long time.” How much insurance coverage ride-sharing companies will have to 
purchase as well as background checks remain a debate, but lawmakers from small and big cities 
agree on the concept. Senator Rich Funke said, “We have to get a statewide regulation on the 
insurance side and then I think it should be up to local communities to decide what regulations 
they want to put in place, beyond that.” Another must, changing how the state approves contracts 
and campaign contributions, following state and federal charges claiming certain project bids 
were rigged.  Robach said, “Making sure we use dollars, things are procured correctly and right, 
I think you’ll see that happen.” Lawmakers say a promising note is the Governor has opened the 
door to the idea of the state paying a portion of legal services for those who cannot afford them. 
A burden currently being paid by counties. He vetoed a bill at the end of last year, citing the bill 
would cost the state 600 million dollars with no way to pay for it.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/5/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: Governor Andrew Cuomo announced a proposal today that would make 
child care more affordable for middle class families. It’s part of his 2017 State of the State. It’s 
called the Enhanced Middle Class Child Care Tax Credit, and it’s designed to supplement the 
current New York State Child and Dependent Care tax credit. More than 200,000 families 
earning between $60,000 and $150,00 a year would see their average benefit grow from $169 to 
$376. Infant care for one child in Monroe County can cost as much at $250 a week. According to 
the governor, the total cost of the program would be around 42 million dollars.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/9/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: As we count down the days until President-elect Trump takes office, some 
local groups are preparing protests in Washington, DC. Others, will put on their own rally’s here 
in Rochester that day. Nicole Black of Pittsford says Trump’s campaign rhetoric still haunts her 
until this day. In response, Black organized a local rally that will mirror the march in DC. She 
says the national rallies could get out of hand so she is staying home. She said, “I initially 
planned to go to Washington, DC, but I would have had to take my two daughters, who are 12 
and 14 and I wasn’t sure how Trump is going to react to this large rally. I wasn’t sure that I 
wanted my daughters in the middle of all that.” Black told us what’s happening at the is local 
solidarity rally. There will be several speakers from many different backgrounds. Their Facebook 
page says hundreds will be in attendance. She says the message is simple, it’s anti-hate and not 
anti-Trump. Black says she hopes this rally will send a message that all differences are accepted 
despite your political party.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/11/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Today, President-elect Trump held his first news conference since July, 
and covered a wide range of topics. During the news conference, Dr. Trump acknowledged he 
believes Russia was behind the hack of Democratic emails during the 2016 presidential 
campaign. He also lashed out at U.S. intelligence agencies over leaked unverified information 
that Russia collected potentially damaging details about his business and personal life, something 
former CIA director and secretary of defense Leon Panetta says undermines national security. 
The leaked information was not gathered by the intelligence community. It was put together by a 
private group headed by a former British intelligence officer. But there are reports the CIA is 
investigating some of the allegations. Meantime, as for his business, Mr. Trump said his personal 
investments will go into a trust and his adult sons will take over his empire. He said he will not 
release his tax returns. He also said the plan for the Mexican border wall will move forward, 
Obamacare will be repealed and replaced, and he will announce his nominee to fill the empty 
Supreme Court seat within two weeks of taking office.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/14/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The first candidate for Rochester’s upcoming mayoral race has thrown 
their name into the ring. Monroe County legislator and former Rochester Police Chief Jim 
Sheppard announced he will run this year. In a wide ranging speech this morning, Sheppard took 
on issues like violence in the city, the relationship between police and the community, poverty, 
education and jobs. Sheppard told a crowd of supporters he’s seeing too many press releases 
from the city, and not enough progress. Sheppard said, “I know we can and we must, get this city 
working together again. Not just jobs, but working together, through communication, 
coordination, cooperation, collaboration, collaboration towards a unified vision-followed by 
action that delivers measurable results.” Rochester’s current mayor, Lovely Warren, is in the last 
year of  her first four-year term. She’s the only woman in the city’s history to be elected mayor. 
Warren has not announced whether or not she will seek a second term. Today, a campaign 
spokesperson for Warren slammed Sheppard’s announcement saying in part, “Mister Sheppard’s 
candidacy for mayor, after serving only one year as a county legislator without any results, is 
offensive to the people of Rochester.”

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/18/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer is accusing the president elect and 
the GOP of building a swamp cabinet. He noted that Trump’s nominees for cabinet positions are 
mostly bankers and billionaires. Today, during Senate confirmation hearings, Schumer and other 
Democrats grilled Congressman Tom Price, the nominee for health and human services, about 
his personal investments. Some allege he made financial gains off his work as a lawmaker. 
Schumer is also accusing Senate Republicans of rushing through cabinet nominees with murky 
backgrounds and an inadequate vetting process. Schumer said, “It’s no surprise Republicans are 
trying to rush through these hearings. They don’t want people to know the true views of their 
nominees. The potential conflict of interests and just how many of them come from the top one 
percent and are even billionaires.” Meanwhile tonight, last minute preparations for Donald 



Trump’s inauguration are underway. The president-elect was back in Washington DC this 
evening to honor vice president elect Mike Pence and his cabinet nominees.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/19/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Here in Rochester, people who are concerned about a Trump presidency 
gathered today. Some voted for him, some didn’t. But all the groups we spoke with tonight 
expressed worry hours before the nation’s change of leadership. Local educators held a rally this 
evening protesting Trumps choice of education secretary. While faith leaders and church goers 
across town at Memorial AME Zion Church contemplated what a Trump presidency could mean 
for the black community. Delores Jackson Radney said, “I was very disturbed at the president-
elect’s comments about his intention to bring back stop and frisk, that is frightening to African 
American men.” But Pastor Kenneth James says he’s confident that if the black community 
remains diligent and outspoken, they can make it through anything.” Across town, local 
educators rallied against Trump’s pick for education secretary, Betsy DeVos, saying she lacks 
experience in education and wouldn’t be a friend to public education in particular. Jolene 
Dibrango, President of the Pittsford Teacher’s Association said, “She didn’t go to a public 
school. She didn’t send her kids to public schools, we need someone with an education 
background in this position and we just don’t believe that Betsy DeVos is that person.” 
Educators insisting that despite what happens at the capital, they will continue to support quality 
public education for all New Yorkers. The faith leaders we spoke with tonight say they anticipate 
tonight’s meeting will be just one of many in the future to continue having a discussion about 
their roles under a Trump presidency.

Program Title: CBS News Date: 1/20/17
Time: 7am-6pm Duration of Segment: 11 hours
Detailed Description: Live CBS News coverage of Inauguration Day from Washington, DC.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/20/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: More than 200 people were arrested today as thousands of protesters 
descended on Washington DC for President Trump’s inauguration. Most of the demonstrations 
were peaceful, but a few turned violent and destructive. Demonstrators set a limousine on fire, 
and a group of people carrying anarchy flags pushed over trash cans and destroyed storefront 
windows as they swarmed through streets. A few tried to fight off the police in an attempt to 
escape. Some officers suffered minor injuries. Police fought back with pepper spray and tear gas. 
Back here in Rochester, anti-Trump protests were much tamer. Earlier tonight people gathered 
with signs near the Liberty Pole downtown and changed their message against the new president. 
The protest was relatively small with only a few dozen people participating.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/20/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Hundreds of local women and men are getting ready to rally in 
Washington DC tomorrow. It’s part of the Women’s March where hundreds of thousands are 
expected to gather. But for those that aren’t able to make the trip, there was an opportunity to 
still be a part of history. A banner featuring the faces of those who have fought for Women’s 



Rights was made and people had the change to sign the back of it to be at the march in spirit. 
Michelle Kaupp helped form a group of 165 people from Rochester heading to Washington. She 
says they are concerned about the stance of the Trump administration and its potential effect on 
Women’s Rights. Specifically, the repeal of the Affordable Health Care Ace, and de-funding 
Planned Parenthood. The local group we spoke with today has three buses traveling to 
Washington. For those that aren’t making the trip, there is a rally being held at the Women’s 
Rights National Historical Park.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/21/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Hundreds of thousands of people joined together in the nation’s capital 
today with the hope of sending a message to President Donald Trump. It’s being called the 
largest organized protest to take place in Washington. DC Metro reports 825,000 people used the 
transportation system to reach the National Mall. That would be the largest even in recent 
history. It would also top the turnout of both President Trump’s and Obama’s inauguration. And 
the message in the crowd stayed the same saying, “Mr. President, we’re here and we’re 
watching.” There was also a march locally in Seneca Falls. That march evoked the spirit of 
Susan B. Anthony and women’s rights to vote, which just reached the century mark.  And a 
peaceful protest set up by several local organizations was for the most part a success. Rochester 
Mayor Lovely Warren and other political leaders spoke to a crowd in downtown about diversity 
and inclusion for all. Police estimate a thousand people were gathered at Washington Square 
Park for the rally. For many, it was a way to express their distaste for what they feel President 
Trump stands for. And it wasn’t just the younger generations speaking out. Rochester police tell 
us seven people were arrested and charged for inciting a riot. Police say toward the end of the 
even the four men and three women tried to punch a man with a camera in the crowd.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/25/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Rochester could see a cut in federal funding because it’s a sanctuary city. 
President Trump signed an executive order today which threatens to cut all funding to so-called 
Sanctuary cities or states. Sanctuary City status, implies that local government will not spend its 
own money going after illegal immigrants, leaving that up to the federal government instead. 
However, Sanctuary cities do not stand in the way of immigration or federal government. There 
are thousands of cities in the U.S. that currently claim that status, including Rochester. Rochester 
has been a sanctuary city since 1986 and has no intention of changing despite the threat from the 
White House. They say they’ll move forward with plans to update the city’s sanctuary 
resolutions, using the guidelines the attorney general sent out last week. 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/27/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: President Trump has temporarily stopped the nation’s refugee program. 
The suspension denies refugees from war-torn countries entry into the U.S. for the next 120 days. 
This means people seeking safety from Syria, Iraq, Iran and other countries would be blocked 
until a new “extreme vetting” process can be launched. Now, here in Rochester, which has a 
robust refugee population, many are nervous about what this means for them. The local Catholic 
Family Charity has organized a response. The Catholic Family Center is the official resettlement 



agency here in Rochester. So far this year they’ve already helped 50 refugees find a home in the 
Rochester area. The Catholic Family Center’s main concerns lie with the refugees who are 
already here expecting relatives to join them. And the impact the ban will have on its programs 
and staffing. The Catholic Family Center relies on federal funding to help them operate, which 
they’re likely to see less of if less refugees are being admitted. Last year alone, the organization 
helped 900 people resettle here. CFC staff, many of whom are refugees, say they will continue to 
voice their concern and take action. The Catholic Family Center has seen admission halts before, 
and the fear is this one especially will have a long-term impact that will cause backups in their 
workload.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/27/17
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Roughly a half of million people marched for life in Washington DC 
today. The crowd was full of pro-life and anti-abortion advocates. It’s held every year on this day 
to mark the 1973 Supreme Court decision in Roe versus Wade that legalized abortion. One local 
marcher, Caroline Bennett, a board member of Feminists Choosing Life of New York Action 
said, “A lot of women who have had abortions and spoke out that they weren’t educated about it, 
and were in an abusive situation and didn’t know about their options and those stories are 
moving to me and motivated me to voice my own opinion and come out here and march and 
represent those people, and stand with them.” President Trump and Republicans have spoken out 
about ending federal funding to organizations like Planned Parenthood, which provides more 
than a third of the nation’s abortion.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/28/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A partial victory tonight for immigrants and refugees entering the United 
States. A federal judge granting an emergency stay for those with a valid Visa who have been 
detained, or are in transit, to enter the country legally. This comes a day after President Trump 
signed an executive order halting all refuges from being allowed in for the next 120 days. It also 
suspended entry for people from seven predominantly Muslim countries for 90 days. The ruling 
comes after two Iraqi’s with U.S. military ties were detained at JFK airport. Their detainment 
sparked protests at JFK International Airport. The ACLU’s lawyer spoke to a crowd shortly after 
the decision came down. Here locally, Muslim leaders are upset and fearful of what the recent 
actions taken by the President mean to them. So far President Trump is dismissing the claim that 
this is a Muslim ban. He says he’s doing what’s right for the country and instituting a protective 
law that should have been enacted years ago. But here locally, members of the Islamic faith say 
that not only are they being singled out, but all Americans should be fearful of what’s happened.  
President of the Islamic Center, Sareer Fazili, is questioning why this executive order was signed 
now, when there were no problems. He’s calling this decision an attack on a specific group of 
people, his people. This executive order is also affecting college students. AT RIT, 45 
international students have been told by the university that they shouldn’t leave the country, in a 
statement they said, “We have informally advised those students to not make any travel plans to 
leave the United States even to neighboring Canada, during the next 30 days.” But Fazili says the 
power of the people and their voices can combat such actions.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/29/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: When President Trump’s executive order took effect Friday, Rafiq Haidari 
was on a plane for the U.S. and Rochester. Rafiq worked for U.S. contractors in Afghanistan. 
The group helping to get him to safe harbor in the U.S. is called “No one left behind.” The 
president of the Rochester chapter is Ellen Smith. She told us they scrambled to make sure 
attorneys could meet Rafiq, once they arrived at JFK airport. Because Rafiq had a visa, attorneys 
who could vouch for him, and travelled from a country not on the travel ban list, he was able to 
resume his trip in the U.S. But others weren’t so fortunate. No One Left Behind is criticizing the 
executive order. In Rochester, protestors gathered in Washington Square Park to speak out on the 
policy, calling for immediate change. It was the second major local protest of the Trump 
administration, in one week. 500 people were on hand. Rafiq’s brother Fazel, who also worked 
with the U.S. military in Afghanistan, arrived in Rochester a year ago. He was at JFK today to 
greet his brother. In response to the protests across the country today, and to criticism from some 
lawmakers, President Trump released a statement defending his action. The president said in 
part, “America is a proud nation of immigrants and we will continue to show compassion to 
those fleeing oppression, but we will do so while protecting our own citizens and border.”

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/30/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:30
Detailed Description: President Trump has fired the acting US Attorney General. Trump fired 
Sally Yates, after she refused to defend his executive order banning immigration from eight 
predominately Muslim countries. Earlier this evening, Yates told Justice Department lawyers not 
to make legal arguments defending the immigration ban. Yates said she wasn’t convinced the 
ban was lawful. Yates, who worked as a prosecutor under both Bush administrations, was 
appointed acting attorney general by President Obama. She was on the job temporarily, pending 
the confirmation of Trump’s nominee for attorney general. Trump has appointed Dana Boente, 
the U.S. Attorney for the eastern district of Virginia, to replace Yates as acting attorney general. 
Meanwhile people across the country continued to protest the president’s immigration ban. It 
impacts seven countries with predominately Muslim populations, banning people from those 
countries from entering the U.S. for at least 90 days. Refugees are also banned from entering the 
U.S. for 120 days. And refugees from Syria are banned indefinitely. The President defended the 
move, saying it’s being done in the name of national security. Democrat and Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer has been very outspoken against the ban. Yesterday, Schumer teared up 
when talking about the impact of the ban. Today, President Trump ridiculed Schumer, calling his 
emotional reaction, fake. Today Schumer said, “I’m not going to dignify that kind of silliness. 
Let him roll up his sleeves and put out something that really does prevent terrorists rather than 
this. I have said all along, there are times he flatters me. There are times he calls names. That’s 
not going to influence me. I’m going to do what I think is the right thing and that’s what I’m 
doing here. I’m proud of it.” But the President’s ban does have support. Congressman Chris 
Collins of Erie County, who ran Trump’s presidential campaign in New York State, issued a 
statement today. Collins said, “Temporarily suspending the admittance of refugees and 
individuals form high-risk countries until we can guarantee they are properly vetted, is a 
common-sense measure.”



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/31/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: Tonight, President Trump delivered on his campaign promise to nominate 
a Conservative for the vacant seat on the Supreme Court. The president chose 49-year-old 
Federal Appellate Judge Neil Gorsuch, of Colorado. Gorsuch is a Harvard Law School graduate 
and is known as a solid Conservative, whose judicial philosophy does not drift far from that of 
the late Judge Antonin Scalia. He sided with religious employers opposed to the Obamacare 
contraceptive mandate. He also argued against assisted suicide. Many Senate Democrats are 
vowing to block this nominee, just like Republicans blocked President Obama’s pick of Merrick 
Garland last year. The court has been functioning with only eight justices since Scalia’s passing 
last February. Gorsuch will now fill out a lengthy questionnaire. Then he’ll call and visit as many 
senators as possible. The confirmation hearing comes after that. The entire process is expected to 
take several months. The response from local members of Congress fell along party lines. On 
Twitter, Representative Chris Collins, a Republican, praised the nominee’s conservative 
credentials saying, “Neil Gorsuch will be a strong voice on the court for years to come.” 
Representative Louise Slaughter, a Democrat, said, “I’m also deeply concerned about Judge 
Gorsuch’s troubling record of condemning those who have often turned to the courts to live up to 
our nation’s ideals of equality, women’s rights, and civil rights.” 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/3/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: Former News 8 anchor and Democratic Assembly candidate Rachel 
Barnhart is planning to run for mayor of Rochester. We’ve learned she plans to make a formal 
announcement Monday. Barnhart ran for the 138th State Assembly seat last year, but lost to 
incumbent Harry Bronson in the Democratic primary. Monroe County Legislator and former 
Rochester Police Chief Jim Sheppard declared his candidacy for mayor last month. Lovely 
Warren has not announced whether she would run for a second term. The Democratic primary is 
set for September.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/4/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: The U.S. Department of Justice filed an emergency order asking a judge to 
remove the nationwide stay against President Trump’s controversial immigration ban. Last night 
U.S. judge in Washington State ordered the nationwide stay. The executive order temporarily 
prevented immigrants from seven predominately Muslim countries to enter the U.S., and all 
refugees. President Trump had tweeted his displeasure over the judge’s decision earlier this 
morning. Former associate deputy attorney general Rory Little spoke on what the next steps 
could be. He says the Supreme Court isn’t out of the realm of possibility. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/6/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Former News 8 anchor and democratic assembly candidate Rachel 
Barnhart has officially announced she will run for mayor of Rochester. Last year, Barnhart ran 
for the 138th State Assembly Seat, but lost to incumbent Harry Bronson in the Democratic 
primary. Her plans for the city include growing the economy, reducing poverty, and providing 
fiber optic internet for every home. Barnhart also wants to cut property taxes by a whopping 50 



percent. Monroe County Legislator and former Rochester Police Chief Jim Sheppard declared 
his candidacy last month. Lovely Warren has not announced whether she will be running for a 
second term.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/11/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Demonstrators across the country held rallies for and against abortion 
rights today. And Planned Parenthood was at the center of the debate. This comes a month after 
the president signed an executive order banning federal funding to international groups that 
perform abortions.

Program Title: Face The Nation Date: 2/12/17
Time: 11am Duration of Segment: 7:00
Detailed Description: Charles Schumer  (D-NY), Senate Minority Leader - Topics include: 
pledge for Democrats to remain “guided by our values” / concern over the ability of Democrats 
to be able to work with President Trump / protests against President Trump; concern over 
Supreme Court nominee Judge Neil Gorsuch and his ability to be an independent justice

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/14/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Dozens of people showed up to a rally today outside of Congressman Chris 
Collins Geneseo office. Collins represents New York’s 27th District. The protesters were hoping 
to convince the congressman to hold a town hall meeting. But every time a protest has been held 
locally, the congressman has been in Washington, DC. It was called the Valentine’s rally, a 
peaceful protest where participants wanted to get their voices heard in a town hall meeting. Many 
told us they feel Congressman Collins is avoiding them on purpose, but according to the 
congressman’s communications director, he has simply never held one, but is willing to hear 
what everyone has to say. Collins’ communications director released a statement saying in part, 
“Congressman Collins routinely holds public events and proudly represents his constituents. The 
left-win activists, many of which reside outside of NY 27, organizing these publicity stunts will 
never be satisfied.” The protesters plan to be in front of his Geneseo office every Tuesday until 
he responds.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/15/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Americans have been voting on Tuesdays for federal elections since 1845. 
But Congresswoman Louise Slaughter says it’s time to change that. Slaughter introduced the 
Weekend Voting Act would move Election Day to the first Friday in November. Representative 
Slaughter believes the new legislation makes more sense in modern times. Slaughter said, “It 
makes good sense to me because you can do it without interfering without anybody’s religious 
practices, and it’s easier to vote on the weekend than take time off on a Tuesday. There’s nothing 
sacred about Tuesday.” Slaughter said she also proposed this back in 2008, but was turned down.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/18/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Congressman Tom Reed hosted four town hall style meetings today in the 
Southern Tier. Reed is in his fourth term representing the 23rd District, which includes parts of 
Ontario and Yates counties. Due to President Trump’s recent rhetoric in Washington, and Reed’s 
close ties to the administration, many of his constituents are voicing their concerns about issues 
like healthcare.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/21/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A show of defiance tonight from the city of Rochester, in the face of 
President Trump’s immigration crackdown. On the very same day the President rolled out new 
rules on deportation, city council voted to keep its status as a sanctuary city. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/25/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Democratic National Committee has elected a new chairman. The 
party hopes they will find a new direction after failing to retain the presidency last year. Former 
Obama cabinet member Tom Perez will be tasked with turning around the party. Perez was one 
of eight candidates for the job since former chair Debbie Wasserman Schultz resigned last year 
after emails were leaked during the presidential campaign. His next challenge, to reorganize the 
DNC after the party seems split between members who supported Hillary Clinton, and those that 
backed Bernie Sanders in the 2016 election. It took hundreds of state party leaders and activists 
two rounds of voting to pick Tom Perez as chair. The runner-up. Keith Ellison, who was the first 
Muslim elected to Congress, was named the deputy chairman.

Program Title: CBS News Special Report Date: 2/28/17
Time: 9pm Duration of Segment: 1 hr 35 min
Detailed Description: Live coverage of President Donald Trump’s first address to a joint session 
of Congress. Also includes: Republican pollster / CBS News Contributor Frank Luntz with the 
reactions of a group of 21 people in Los Angeles who watched the President’s address; and 
Democratic response by Steve Beshear, former Governor of Kentucky.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/28/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: President Donald Trump gave his first prime time address to Congress 
tonight, laying out his legislative plans. After a tumultuous start, the President tried a change of 
tone and attempted to reset the table. He touted the accomplishments of his first 40 days in office 
and then got down to his domestic agenda that includes the repeal and replacement of the 
Affordable Care  Act. The President also promised tax reform. Trump refrained from divisive 
rhetoric, and urged members of Congress to work together on immigration reform and a 
proposed 1 trillion dollar infrastructure plan. The President’s speech was met with some 
resistance. Dozens of Democratic women in the House wore white, an historical nod to the 
women’s suffrage movement. Former Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear delivered the 
Democratic response and said, “So far, every Republican idea to replace the Affordable Care Act 
would reduce the number of Americans covered, despite promises to the contrary. And 



optimistic President Trump asked lawmakers to join him in dreaming big bold and daring things 
for the country. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has called all Republican senators to a 
meeting Wednesday to focus on the repeal and replacement of the Affordable Care Act. 
Democratic Congresswoman Louise Slaughter, a fierce critic of the  President, invited a local 
resident to attend the President’s speech tonight. Johnathan Siegel benefits from the Affordable 
Care Act. Slaughter blasted the President for trying to “rip away healthcare and slash billions 
from domestic programs at the expense of workers.”

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/2/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Another candidate has stepped in to the race for Rochester mayor. Small 
business owner Alex White formally announced his candidacy today. This is White’s third run 
for mayor. He’s running on both the Green Party and Democratic tickets. White says this way, he 
can reach more people. Former Rochester Police Chief James Sheppard and former TV journalist 
Rachel Barnhart have both declared their candidacy for mayor. They are both Democrats. 
Current Mayor Lovely Warren, also a Democrat, has not yet announced whether she’ll seek re-
election.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/4/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: State Assembly Majority Leader Joe Morelle held a meeting to talk about 
the state budget proposals. The town hall style meeting allowed people to ask questions about 
some hot button topics. Including the Star program and how it could revert back to a tax credit 
instead of a rebate check. Morelle also cited an issue that’s been dominating the national 
conversation, health care. The State Assembly and Senate are set to vote on the 2017-18 budget 
sometime between March 27th and the 31st.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/5/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: After accusing former President Barack Obama of wiretapping Trump 
Tower during the 2016 elections, the intelligence community is stepping in. FBI Director James 
Comey asking the DOJ to issue a statement refuting the President’s claim. Earlier today, the 
President requested a Congressional investigation into President Obama. This after he tweeted 
claims that Obama ordered a wiretap on him before the election, but he did not offer any proof. 
Last year, the intelligence community concluded that Russia meddled into the election. Congress 
is already investigating that. On CBS’ Face the Nation, former Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
said the country is vulnerable because of Trump’s tweets. Yesterday, Obama spokesman Kevin 
Lewis said the accusations are “simply false.” He said neither President Obama nor the White 
House ever ordered surveillance on any U.S. citizen.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/6/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Rochester Mayor Lovely Warren enters the mayoral race today towering 
over her opponents in one big area, money. Mayor Warren has significantly more capital to 
spend on campaigning than any of the other candidates. According to public record, it looks like 



Mayor Warren walks into this race with over $200,000 more than her opponents, in campaign 
funds. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/13/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The City of Rochester has named a new deputy mayor. The city announced 
today Dr. Cedric Alexander will replace Carols Carballada who has been deputy mayor since 
June 2016. Dr. Alexander was Rochester Police Chief from 2002 to 2005. He is currently the 
deputy chief operating officer and director of public safety in DeKalb County in Georgia. Dr. 
Alexander has been on several national news networks to discuss police-community relations. 
He is also one of 11 police professionals to serve on President Barack Obama’s task force on 21st 
Century policing.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/11/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: Governor Andrew Cuomo spent a second day in Rochester assessing the 
damage from the wind storm. Cuomo said, “I am not pleased with the job RG&E has done.” 
After thousands of customers were without power for days in Wednesday’s windstorm. Cuomo 
said, “In my opinion, RG&E did not do what they needed to do to be prepared.” The governor 
addressed his concerns Saturday about RG&E not restoring power fast enough. Now, he wants to 
launch an investigation into their preparation for the storm and outages. Cuomo said, “I want to 
know what happened. Because there will be a next time.” The governor also stressed how 
important it is for utility companies to provide the services that customers are paying for, without 
hassle. Especially when there are emergencies. Cuomo said, “You know utility companies get 
paid. They get paid when every month a homeowner pays their utility bills. And the homeowner 
is right to expect that utility is going to be performing its job.” At the governor’s direction, the 
state has sent out more than a thousand additional workers to help RG&E restore power more 
quickly.” In an indirect response, just hours after the governor disapproved RG&E’s slow 
recovery, the company released a statement that reads in part: “So far, more than 70% of 
customers affected by the storm have been restored. Crews have been working around the clock 
responding to more than 4,000 downed wired.” But there is light at the end of the tunnel. RG&E 
says their goal is to restore power to 90% of customers by Sunday and the remaining shortly 
after that. RG&E has released a statement in response to the governor saying in part, “Our 
customers depend on us for safety, comfort, and convenience in their homes and businesses, and 
it is our highest priority to meet their needs safely and efficiently. The company will respond to 
the Public Service Commission’s concerns when we receive a formal notice of any inquiries.” 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/11/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Governor Cuomo wasn’t the only politician assessing the damage here in 
Rochester. Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer toured through Irondequoit earlier today. He 
says he wants to help the area quickly by getting funds to people through the Federal Disaster 
Relief Plan. The governor has already declared many parts of the area as a disaster area. FEMA 
will now review that declaration and if they approve would provide local municipalities fund to 
make repairs.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/16/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: President Trump released his first budget proposal. The 1.1 trillion plan 
includes a 54 billion boost to defense spending. It also includes large cuts to several agencies 
including the environmental protection agency, and the departments of state, agriculture and 
labor. Locally, under Trump’s proposal, funding for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, the 
low-income home energy assistance program, and the community development block program, 
which also oversees Meals on Wheels, would be cut entirely. The local Meals on Wheels 
program, run by UR Medicine Homecare, says they are not overly concerned because they don’t 
see any direct federal funding. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/16/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The White House says President Trump stands by his claims that the 
Obama Administration ordered wiretapping at Trump Tower during the 2016 election. Today, 
Republicans and Democrats in the Senate intelligence committee said there’s no evidence to 
support the allegations. White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer said the President’s allegation 
would be vindicated.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/16/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A Republican congressman, who represents many of you, defended his 
decision not to hold town hall meetings. Chris Collins was pressed on the issue on CNN tonight. 
And the question came from a Canandaigua woman identified as Renee. She said, “How do you 
justify your appearance here tonight, a national audience here on CNN, outside of our district not 
consisting entirely of your constituents, when the people you actually represent are asking to 
meet with you and you are refusing to do it.” Collins said, “I have never seen the value of the 
time commitment for a town hall when I can spend my time with a group of dairy farmers or 
health care professionals for an hour with a real give and take.” Collins went on to say in his 8 
years in Congress, holding town halls was never an issue.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/18/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: Two locals who addressed Congressman Chris Collins at a CNN town hall 
meeting this week have spoken to News 8 about the experience. Collins, who represents much of 
Western New York and parts of the Finger Lakes, appeared on ‘The Messy Truth’ with Van 
Jones Tuesday. The town hall discussion brought up many issues including college loan debt and 
drastic funding cuts for programs like Meals on Wheels. However, healthcare became a hot topic 
for two locals from our area. Dean Lucas from Webster lost his son in December from a heroin 
overdose. Lucas asked Collins how he would change inpatient care for those who are battling 
drug addictions. But Dean says, Collins, did not respond with reassurance and a solution that 
could potentially make the situation better. Lucas told us, “He just completely passed the buck 
and said put it on Cuomo and I’m not saying this isn’t something that governor of New York has, 
but he represents New York, he represents where I live.” Lucas is not the only one who feels this 
way. One of Collins’ constituents, Renee Sutton of Canandaigua, is actively trying to get Collins 
to hold a local town hall meeting. She questioned his reasoning on why he decided to address 



issues on a national platform rather than in his own district. Sutton said, “I wanted a chance to 
see him face to face and kind of hold him accountable that you’re here because this works for 
you.  You’re not interested in the town hall because it doesn’t work for you. What about us?” 
Sutton says she will continue to try and get the congressman to hold a town hall in his district. As 
for Lucas, he plans on bringing awareness to the issue of addiction in the upcoming months 
through different events. Congressman Collins met with elected officials in Buffalo earlier today. 
He spoke with members of the Erie and Niagara county legislatures about Medicaid and how 
they could redistribute some of the costs. Collins proposal says it would incentivize the state to 
pay its fair share rather than passing costs onto counties. Outside of the meeting protesters 
gathered. Some were calling for his resignation, others like Renee Sutton simply wanted him to 
hold a town hall meeting. 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/24/17
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: President Trump has requested Speaker Paul Ryan to pull to GOP’s plan to 
repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act. Congress had delayed the vote yesterday, and today 
they are withdrawing it in its entirety. Vice President Mike Pence cancelled a trip to Arkansas to 
try and convince the members of the House Freedom Caucus to change their minds and support 
the AHCA. But last minute efforts were unsuccessful and the bill was pulled rather than go 
through with an embarrassing defeat. House Speaker Paul Ryan said, “We came really close 
today, but we came up short. I spoke to the President just a little while ago and I told him the 
best thing I think to do is to pull this bill and he agreed with that decision. I will not sugar coat 
this. This is a disappointing day for us. Doing big things is hard.” Senate Minority Leader 
Charles Schumer released the following statement: “They can’t write policy that actually makes 
sense, they can’t implement the policies they do manage to write, they can’t get their stories 
straight, and today we’ve learned that they can’t close a deal, and they can’t count votes.”

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/27/17
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: The Trump administration is reiterating its threat to take away federal 
money from sanctuary cities who don’t help with immigration enforcement. Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions made a surprise appearance at the White House press briefing today to urge 
sanctuary cities to change their policies. Sessions says the Department of Justice will deny them 
funding if they do not begin following federal immigration laws. Sanctuary cities do not pursue 
details about resident’s immigration or citizenship status. And they don’t voluntarily assist with 
immigration enforcement. Critics say they wrongly offer safe harbor to undocumented 
immigrants who might otherwise be deported by federal law enforcement officials. The city of 
Rochester is a Sanctuary city. New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman released a 
statement earlier today regarding Sessions statements saying, “President Trump lacks the 
constitutional authority to broadly cut off funding to states and cities just because they have 
lawfully acted to protect immigrant families.” In Rochester, it’s not clear yet what, if any, federal 
funding would be at stake. In the past, the city has received grant money for homeland security 
and to fight gun crime. But it’s a very small portion of the overall budget.



Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WROC-TV broadcast 
public service announcements related to the following issues: 

Community – Girl Scout volunteers and membership, and camps
Crime Prevention - Drugged/Drunk/Distracted Driving Prevention, Train track safety and 
Internet Safety
Economy – NYSBA Minimum Wage
Education -  Common Core Math and Reading Support, Mary Cariola Children’s Center
Health -  Organ donation, Balanced diet, No Kid Hungry, Flu Prevention, Drug Free lifestyle, 
Mercy Flight and Open Door Mission Code Blue Pack


