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Chicago, Illinois 

 

From October 1 – December 31, 2014, WLS-TV aired 16 regularly scheduled local programs dealing with 

community issues, over 630 public service announcements, and a number of special programs.  In addition, we 

aired a variety of health and lifestyle programming on our Live Well Network on D2 (HD) and D3 (SD) – a 

single 24/7 over-the-air digital multicast platform.  Programs included We Owe What? offering guidance on 

personal and family finances and Live Big with Ali V, providing fitness tips and advice about healthy living 

and eating.  The Live Well Channel also aired over 9,500 public service announcements.  Windy City Live a 

one-hour daily program showcasing anything and everything Chicago and also offering local news and weather 

reports, airs Monday-Friday on D1, and is rebroadcast daily on D2 and D3.    

 

WLS-TV also broadcasts over 40 hours of local news programs per week.   

 

The ABC Television Network also supplies the station with news, public interest and educational programming, 

as described in the quarterly report entitled ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS and PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

PROGRAMMING which is filed separately in the public inspection file. 

 

Our regularly scheduled newscasts air on the following days and times: 

 

 

Monday through Friday:  4:30-5:00am; 5:00-6:00am; 6:00-7:00am    

     4:00-4:30pm; 4:30-5:00pm; 5:00-5:30pm;  

6:00-6:30pm; 10:00-10:35pm 

Late news re-run Mon-Fri   1:35am-2:10am 

           

Saturday:    5:00-7:00am; 8:00-10:00am   

5:00-5:30pm  

      10:00–11:00pm  

 Late news re-run Saturday  1:30-2:30am  

       

 Sunday:    5:00-7:00am; 8:00-10:00am 

      5:00-5:30pm; 10:00-11:00pm 

 Late news re-run Sunday  2:00-3:00am 
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Following is a list of our regularly scheduled public affairs programs: 

 

SANCTUARY (Sundays 10/26, 11/30, and 12/28 at 11:30a-12:00pm.)  Community issues are looked at from a 

spiritual angle.   

 

 

NEWS VIEWS (Sundays within 8am news - approximately 9:15am - 11 mins) 

Alan Krashesky covers political/current affairs issues. 
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The following is a listing of the public affairs specials we aired in the fourth quarter, 2014 

 

 

AFRICAN AMERICAN SHORT FILMS:  Sunday 11/9 at 12:00-1:00pm  

Short films made by African Americans that range from comedy to drama and all the shades in-between that are 

entertaining and socially relevant.  The films are the voices and images of contemporary life in the African 

American community.    

 

 

THE Ñ BEAT, Saturday 10/4 at 6:30-7:00pm and Sunday 10/26 at 2:30-3:00pm 

Hosted by Theresa Gutierrez, with special contributions by ABC 7's Stacey Baca, Michelle Gallardo, John 

Garcia and Roz Varon, the Ñ Beat is a rich tapestry of profiles highlighting the contributions of Chicago's 

Latino community. This edition profiles Puerto Rican born comedian Elizardi “Eli” Castro, who made a name 

for himself in Chicago with his one-man comedy shows.  The show also looks at Mujeres Latinas en Accion, an 

organization that empowers Latinas and helps advocate for them on issues that affect their lives.  The show 

explores the entrepreneurial program that this organization offers that assists women interested in starting their 

own business.  Chicago native George Burciaga founded Elevate Digital, a digital company that introduces the 

integration of city services and new technology.  The show looks at what makes Burciaga such a leader in his 

field with multiple national awards and recognition from the White House among his many honors. 

 

 

HEART & SOUL, Saturday 12/20 at 6:30-7:00pm and Sunday 12/28 at 2:30-3:00pm 

Heart and Soul is an in-depth look into the vibrant energy and central essence that surrounds the African-

American culture in Chicago and analyzes what makes it so uniquely dynamic.  This edition profiles Elizabeth 

Dozier, the principal of Fenger Academy in the Roseland neighborhood of Chicago.  In four short years as 

principal she has managed to increase graduation rates up from 47 percent to 73 percent, and decrease student 

misconduct. Also featured is Kamau Murray, whose life mission is to make tennis available for everyone.  He 

made that possible when he took over a fitness center and transformed it into the South Side’s only indoor 

tennis facility. Finally, with African American or Latino musicians making up only 4% of the nation’s 

orchestras, Aaron Dworkin began a mission to diversify the classical music scene by founding Sphinx.  Sphinx 

holds an annual competition where 18 young African American and Latino musicians join the Sphinx Virtuosi 

Ensemble and chamber orchestra.  Their nationwide tour has brought them to Carnegie Hall and right here to 

Chicago’s Millennium Park’s Harris theatre. .  

 

 

WINDY CITY LIVE, Tuesday 11/11 at 11:00am-12:00pm Also Tuesday 11/11 at 12:00-1:00pm on our 

D.2/D.3 channels.  

On a special episode of Windy City Live, “Veterans Day,” we saluted our troops of present and past. Hosts 

Ryan Chiaverini, Val Warner and Ji Suk Yi highlighted some of the top military stories in Chicago. They sat 

down with military couple, Breg and Allison Hughes. Breg is a former US Army Special Forces commander in 

The Green Berets and Allison is a former US Army Blackhawk pilot. They discussed their military service, their 

story of recovery, and how Allison is giving back to the Green Beret community through The Steel Mags.  We 

also highlighted Honor Flight Chicago which changes the lives of our country's oldest veterans by taking them 

to the WWII Memorial in Washington, D.C. We interviewed the founder of the organization, Operation Warrior 

Wishes, which grants wishes for veterans around the country.  We also kicked off our annual "Toys For Tots" 

holiday program with the US Marines. We celebrated America’s most patriotic songs with a live performance 

by DePaul University Winds band. 
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WLS-TV also broadcast over 630 Public Service Announcements (“PSAs”) from the following organizations: 

 

 100 Club of Chicago 

 AARP Caregiver/Ad Council 

 Adoption Foster Care/Ad Council 

 American Cancer Society “Making Strides” [WLS-TV produced] 

 American Cancer Society “Ride Program”  [WLS-TV produced] 

 American Red Cross 

 Arbor Day Foundation 

 Autism/Ad Council 

 Ad Council/Project Roadblock  “Buzzed Driving” 

 Community Engagement/Ad Council 

 Discovering Nature/Ad Council 

 Emergency Preparedness/Ad Council 

 Energy Efficiency/Ad Council 

 Enrollment Health Ins/Ad Council 

 Financial Literacy/Ad Council 

 Food Safety Education/Ad Council 

 Hispanic Heritage Month [WLS-TV produced] 

 Hunger Prevention/Ad Council 

 Illinois Latino Legislative Caucus Foundation [WLS-TV produced] 

 Learning & Attention/Ad Council 

 Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 

 March of Dimes 

 National Crime Prevention Council 

 Partnership/Mind Your Meds 

 Partnership/Speak 4 Yourself 

 Pathways to Education/Ad Council 

 PVA/Connect 360 

 Paralyzed Veterans of America 

 Shelter Pet Adoption 

 Teacher Recruitment/Ad Council 

 Texting & Driving Prevention/Ad Council 

 U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

 United Way 

 

 

In addition to our on-air programming, our station serves its local community off air through a wide variety of 

community outreach efforts and programs, often undertaken in cooperation with local leaders and not-for-profit 

organizations. These include, but are not limited to: internally-organized drives for food, clothing, as well as 

fundraising and/or awareness efforts for local non-profit organizations; production assistance with public 

service announcements; on- and off-site meetings and events with community groups; the organization, 

participation and/or hosting of, community discussions and debates; facilitation of talent appearances at 

community and charitable events; station participation in local parades (in addition to the broadcasting 

commitment); and station tours for local groups and schools.   
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From community residents we've determined that the following issues are of particular importance to our local 

community: 

 

 CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

 COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 DIVERSITY/DISCRIMINATION 

 ECONOMY/LOCAL BUSINESS 

 EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS 

 ENVIRONMENT 

 GUN CONTROL/VIOLENCE 

 HEALTH 

 I-TEAM INVESTIGATIONS 

 POLICE  

 POLITICS 

 TRANSPORTATION/SAFETY 

 TROOPS/WAR/TERRORISM 

 VIOLENCE/CRIME 

 

 

Some of the station's most significant treatment of those issues is described in the pages that follow. 
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

  

ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: CHILDREN & FAMILIES 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

10-11-12/2014 21 :30  :60 PSA Hunger Prevention/Ad Council – highlight 

how food banks work collaboratively with 

their communities to bring surplus food to 

children and families in need, including 

working with farmers, grocery workers, 

food bank employees and volunteers.  

10/2/14 430pm 2:05 Newscast A mom is suing a suburban fertility clinic 

after they gave her the wrong vial of sperm.  

She says she has a bi-racial baby and 

problems raising her in a predominantly 

white community. 

10/20/14 5pm 1:45 Newscast A high school football player is fighting to 

recover from a serious injury on the field.  

The senior suffered a spinal fracture during 

a game.  

10/23/14 10pm 3:25 Newscast The widow of legendary chef Charlie 

Trotter opened up with us about her loss 

and enduring his legacy. 

10/26/14 10pm 2:25 Newscast Domestic violence affects thousands of 

people and city leaders are now expanding 

a pilot program to help police, prosecutors, 

and social service agencies coordinate their 

efforts to deal with the issue. 

10/29/14 6pm 2:18 Newscast A reward is being offered tonight in a theft 

of a boy’s bionic arm.  It was stolen from 

the family’s car while he was in Chicago. 

10/31/14 10pm 1:10 Newscast A child in costume this Halloween night 

has been struck and dragged by a car.  The 

driver stayed on scene and is cooperating 

with police.  

11-12/2014 9 :15  :30 PSA Adoption Foster Care/Ad Council – the 

latest series of PSAs  in this award-winning 

campaign ask prospective parents to 

consider adopting siblings, as these 

relationships are often the longest lasting 

relationships for children in foster care.  
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ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: CHILDREN & FAMILIES 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

11/6/14 10pm 1:26 Newscast Jackie Robinson West’s victory tour takes 

them to them to South Korea next for a 

rematch with the team that beat them in the 

World Series but today they scored a visit 

to the White House. 

11/7/14 430pm 2:05 Newscast JRW All-Stars wrapped up their tour to the 

nation’s capital today as they visited some 

of the historical sites of DC. 

11/8/14 10pm 1:45 Newscast Friends and family held a prayer vigil for a 

missing man who disappeared last week 

and the family is offering a reward. 

11/10/14 5pm 2:57 Newscast Investigators are trying to determine the 

cause of a fire that killed a 10yo boy.  

Several of his family members were 

injured. 

11/19/14 5pm 2:30 Newscast Police say a mom has been charged after 

her 10yo daughter turned her in to 

authorities for hosting an under aged 

drinking party. 

11/22/14 10pm 1:55 Newscast 2 CPS teams are in the state’s football final 

four for the first time ever in the same year.  

Both are playing today. 

11/26/14 5pm 2:48 Newscast We take a closer look at children who are 

being neglected by their parents and cared 

for by the state but what happens when they 

run away? 

12/2014 8 :30  :60 PSA Learning & Attention/Ad Council – 

campaign stems from the idea that parents 

can sense when their children are struggling 

but may not know why, or what to do. by 

demonstrating the realities children with 

learning and attention issues face daily, the 

campaign aims to increase the number of 

parents who are actively helping and 

seeking help for their kids. 

12/2014 6 :15 :30 PSA AARP/Ad Council – depict the many roles 

that caregivers play and conclude with the 

tagline. “Together we can better care for 

ourselves and the ones we love”. 

12/2/14 6pm 2:21 Newscast The boy who lost his leg following a train 

accident is being treated at the hospital and 

talks with us about the incident. 
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ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: CHILDREN & FAMILIES 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

12/2/14 5pm 2:30 Newscast A legal battle is underway involving a 

former couple and frozen embryos as a man 

took his case against his former girlfriend 

to court. 

12/3/14 5pm 2:25 Newscast The toys that should not be on your holiday 

wish list is the subject of this piece.  They 

are dangerous toys for young kids. 

12/3/14 4pm 1:56 Newscast It seems the North Pole and the Post Office 

have the same address as volunteers spent 

the day writing back letters from Santa to 

kids. 

12/11/14 430pm 1:55 Newscast Chicago Magazine is the latest accolade for 

JRW team members as they were honored 

to be on the magazine’s cover. 

12/12/14 10pm 1:43 Newscast A student was killed in what police say was 

an accidental shooting.  He would have 

turned 16yo today and his family and 

friends are wondering how a top notch kid 

could lose his life. 

12/16/14 10pm 3:59 Newscast Newly obtained interviews reveal the pain 

and frustration for a family caring for a boy 

with severe form of autism.  The video was 

captured days before the child’s life was 

ended by his mother and godmother.  

12/23/14 6pm 1:17 Newscast A pregnant woman and her young son are 

hospitalized tonight after a pit bull attacked 

them. 

12/23/14 430pm 2:15 Newscast Dancers performing in the Nutcracker 

tonight are now the best of friends and their 

unlikely union started 12 years ago as they 

were adopted out of the same China 

orphanage on the same day and now live 

blocks from each other. 

12/27/14 10pm 2:06 Newscast For families struggling there may not be 

many toys under the tree but they were 

helped today during a giveaway started by 

the former Gary mayor 13 years ago prior 

to his passing. 
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ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: CHILDREN & FAMILIES 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

12/31/14 5pm 2:13 Newscast A special 1yr birthday party will take place 

tomorrow after twin girls were born on 

New Year’s day and the parents relay the 

experience to us about how the mother-in-

law delivered the children. 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 

  

ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: COMMUNITY SERVICES 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

10-11-12/2014 76 :30 PSA United Way -   to motivate and inspire 

people to get engaged and partner with 

United Way in their efforts to address 

education, income, and health challenges in 

local communities to  

11-12/2014 23 :10  :15 PSA Shelter Pet Adoption/Ad Council – to 

encourage millions of pet lovers to make 

shelters their first choice and desired way 

for acquiring companion animals.  

11-12/2014 9 :60 PSA Pathways To Employment/Ad Council – 

campaign educates hiring influencers about 

this tool of untapped talent and encourages 

them to rethink their business practices and 

take action.   

11-12/2014 5 :30 PSA 100 Club of Chicago - encouraging viewers 

to help support the families of Chicago 

police officers & firefighters who have died 

in the line of duty. 

11/20/14 10pm 1:57 Newscast A lifesaving transplant needed for a police 

officer who is also a mother of 4.  We 

explore her situation and how a number of 

police officers are getting tested on their 

bone marrow to see if they can assist. 
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ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: COMMUNITY SERVICES 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

11/26/14 430pm 2:20 Newscast 2015 will mark a century of service for the 

Red Cross in Chicago and a blood drive 

they are hosting today is just the latest in a 

long line of help the agency has done. 

11/27/14 430pm 2:01 Newscast Thanksgiving is a time for families to 

gather but that is complicated when the 

youngest members are confined to a 

hospital so volunteers are trying to help try 

and cheer those spirits by creating a special 

meal. 

11/27/14 5pm 2:00 Newscast Some people in the area are opening their 

doors to strangers on this holiday as one 

website is offering a home cooked meal 

prepared by complete strangers. 

11/2014 1 :60  PSA Community Engagement/Ad Council - a 

core group of college-educated, civic-

mined players from each of the 32 NFL 

teams charged with actively recruiting 

volunteers to “Take the Pledge” to become 

readers, tutors, and mentors. 

12/2014 8 :15  :30 PSA American Red Cross – highlighting the 

personal story of a family touched by the 

red cross during a disaster.  

12/3/14 5pm 2:20 Newscast An effort to raise money for charity 

produces the best and worst of humanity in 

the span of days as the work of a thief is 

overcome by the efforts of good 

Samaritans. 

12/8/14 5pm 2:24 Newscast The holidays are a season of giving and we 

join the Greater Chicago Food Depository 

for a helping fight hunger campaign. 

12/8/14 4pm 2:20 Newscast We’ve live from a depository out in 

Lombard that is creating up special ways to 

help others and collect food for those in 

need. 

12/9/14 6pm 1:52 Newscast The Northern Illinois Food Bank is opening 

up a food pantry with the help of the 

community out in West Chicago and we’re 

there live to showcase the efforts. 

12/10/14 4pm 2:06 Newscast A local food pantry is keeping kids healthy 

by providing free and fresh produce to kids 

who otherwise wouldn’t have access to it. 
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ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: COMMUNITY SERVICES 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

12/11/14 5pm 2:32 Newscast A mobile food pantry is helping people.  

According to a new survey, the needs for 

services like this are growing despite the 

improving economy. 

12/12/14 6pm 1:28 Newscast The Greater Chicago Food Depository not 

only collects food to help the needy but 

also runs classes that help people with their 

cooking and culinary skills. 

12/12/14 5pm 2:09 Newscast An administrative problem is keeping one 

charitable organization from getting toys 

for kids this year.  We try and see how we 

can help their cause. 

12/20/14 10pm 2:08 Newscast A toy giveaway almost didn’t happen.  That 

is until the generosity of people who came 

forward and provided toys and gifts for 

these kids in need. 

12/14/14 945am 10-11 Newsviews Major Greg Thompson from the Salvation 

Army discussed their holiday fundraising 

efforts, the services they provide during the 

holidays as well as their work year round. 

12/21/14 5pm 2:02 Newscast He struggled on the streets as a teen but 

now a suburban business owner is 

delivering joy to people who have fallen on 

hard times.  

12/23/14 5pm 2:15 Newscast His quick actions are credited with saving a 

woman who was trapped in a car that was 

in line to get hit by an oncoming train.  We 

talk with the hero. 

12/26/14 5pm 2:01 Newscast Christmas is over and now people are 

looking into their closets and deciding to 

donate items to agencies like the Salvation 

Army.   
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DIVERSITY / DISCRIMINATION 

  

ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: DIVERSITY/DISCRIMINATION 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

10/2014 49 :15 PSA WLS-TV Salutes Hispanic Heritage Month 

10/2/14 4pm 1:28 Newscast The Chicago sculpture exhibit is now in its 

13
th

 year and something to celebrate as we 

have a Hispanic heritage story. 

10/5/14 8am 2:40 Newscast Today marks the start of national mental 

illness awareness week and advocates 

across the country and here are sponsoring 

activities that support public education 

about mental health. 

10/6/14 5pm 2:01 Newscast Reaction tonight to the US Supreme court 

ruling on same sex marriage.  The high 

court rejected appeals or rulings that ban 

same sex marriage in a number of states 

including Indiana. 

10/6/14 4pm 1:45 Newscast She’s a master instructor in visual and 

performing arts and being honored during 

this latest Hispanic heritage story. 

10/11/14 9am 2:32 Newscast One of the city’s oldest communities is 

Back of the Yards and during this latest 

Hispanic Heritage story we take a look at 

the history behind the neighborhood. 

10/11/14 10pm 2:00 Newscast The celebration of “Day of the Dead” has 

roots in both religious rituals and 

Catholicism and it’s played out in a display 

in Pilsen. 

10/12/14 8am 2:45 Newscast Children with disabilities often have a 

tough time finding a place to fit in but 

children with autism now have a place to 

retreat because of one man’s dedication.  

10/19/14 8am 2:50 Newscast One week ago today we watched as 

thousands of people ran in the Chicago 

marathon.  Now we focus on a wheelchair 

tennis tournament here in the Chicago area. 

10/28/14 10pm 1:29 Newscast A substitute teacher is accused of using 

racial slurs in the classroom and a number 

of minority students and their parents are 

upset. 
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ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: DIVERSITY/DISCRIMINATION 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

11/2014 22 :15 PSA WLS-TV/ILLCF – inviting the Latino 

community to attend the annual one day 

expo. 

11/2/14 8am 2:20 Newscast The list of hot toys for the holiday season is 

here but we take a look at what’s new for 

kids with special needs. 

11/3/14 5pm 2:52 Newscast She’s one of several women suing Ford 

Motor Company for sexual harassment 

claiming discrimination and retaliation.  

11/9/14 8am 2:20 Newscast A woman is not letting her disability stop 

her from pursuing her dreams as she’s 

found a unique way to express herself 

through her artwork. 

11/16/14 8am 2:45 Newscast Jobs are hard to come by especially for 

people with disabilities but we take a look 

at some people who wouldn’t take no for 

an answer. 

11/16/14 945am 10-11 Newsviews State Sen. Iris Martinez & State Rep. 

Cynthia Soto joined us to talk about the 

Illinois Legislative Latino Caucus 

Foundation's annual conference.   They 

discussed what would be going on at the 

conference as well as some of the issues 

facing Illinois' Latino community. 

11/23/14 8am 2:50 Newscast There’s a new program in Chicago that’s 

preparing young people with disabilities to 

live full and enriched lives independently.  

11/30/14 8am 2:45 Newscast This Tuesday is dubbed giving Tuesday 

and we show one organization that hopes 

you will help it continue its mission of 

helping those with disabilities. 

12/4/14 5pm 2:36 Newscast A former Catholic church employee has 

filed a lawsuit claiming he was 

discriminated against and fired after he 

planned to marry his same sex partner. 

12/7/14 8am 3:05 Newscast That regular trip to the dentist isn’t easy for 

people with special needs but one group is 

trying to change that. 

12/8/14 430pm 2:04 Newscast Long awaited new rules on profiling by 

police were released today as it’s a 

sensitive time amid discussing of diversity 

and discrimination. 
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ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: DIVERSITY/DISCRIMINATION 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

12/14/14 8am 2:30 Newscast A pilot program that offers on the job 

training to adults with autism is churning 

out stories of sweet success. 

12/21/14 8am 2:25 Newscast It’s not too late to send out those holiday 

cards and there is a set that helps others in 

the community particularly those with 

special needs. 

12/28/14 8am 3:10 Newscast A woman is trying to make the holidays a 

little easier for one man she met who has 

disabilities.  We focus on her efforts. 

12/29/14 5pm 2:05 Newscast Police are investigating hate messages that 

turned up on garages and included anti-

Semitic slurs and profanity.  

 

 

ECONOMY / LOCAL BUSINESS 

  

ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: ECONOMY/LOCAL BUSINESS 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

10/2/14 5pm 2:40 Newscast President Obama’s trip to Chicago ended 

with a speech about the nation’s economy.  

He spoke about things that needed 

improvement and highlighted some 

Chicago area companies. 

10/4/14 10pm 1:52 Newscast One of the oldest businesses in DuPage 

County is closed for good tonight.  After 

more than 150 years in business, the 

grocery store shut down. 

10/14/14 4pm 2:03 Newscast The biggest selling couch drops used to be 

Smith Bros.  The brand is now planning a 

comeback after going under years ago. 

10/1514 4pm 2:24 Newscast The mayor laid out his budget plan for 

2015.  It comes with a series of fees and 

increases for residents and businesses. 
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ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: ECONOMY/LOCAL BUSINESS 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

10/18/14 10pm 2:25 Newscast The new Regal Theater has fallen into 

disrepair and closed its door.  Now a new 

owner is hoping to try and restore the 

landmark and bring the stars back. 

10/18/14 10pm 2:18 Newscast Patients from a hospital are being moved 

by ambulance tonight and it’s all because 

of a labor issue.  Nurses might go on a 1-

day strike and the hospital is preparing. 

10/19/14 10pm 2:05 Newscast Nurses at UIC hospital rallied outside the 

hospital tonight gearing up for a possible 

strike.  They are unhappy with their labor 

contract.  

11/5/14 5pm 2:26 Newscast Target is closing 2 stores in the area.  They 

are part of a group of 11 that will begin to 

shutter nationwide. 

11/5/14 430pm 2:03 Newscast A business has risen from the ashes after a 

devastating fire one year ago.  Now the 

candy shop is back to selling old time 

treats. 

11/11/14 10pm 2:02 Newscast The fallout from explosion and fire at a 

suburban baking company and what impact 

it’ll have on the place. 

11/11/14 430pm 2:15 Newscast A judge has ordered a suburban mall to 

close by early next year.  It has a history of 

financial problems. 

11/21/14 6pm 2:10 Newscast The Mag Mile Lights Festival kicks off the 

holiday season tomorrow and a week from 

today holiday shopping goes into high gear 

with Black Friday. 

11/22/14 10pm 2:31 Newscast Hundreds of thousands of people packed 

Michigan Ave for the lights festival.  It’s a 

time when businesses along that route try 

and showcase their establishment. 

11/26/14 430pm 2:21 Newscast Temps should be rising this weekend which 

is encouraging news for bargain hunters.  

The holiday shopping season is underway. 

11/27/14 10pm 2:14 Newscast Shopping frenzy Thanksgiving night as 

people are taking part in the mad rush right 

now in the city and suburbs.  Retailers hope 

their special hours will draw in more 

shoppers. 
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ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: ECONOMY/LOCAL BUSINESS 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

11/27/14 5pm 1:53 Newscast December 1
st
 is known as Cyber Monday 

but recent security breaches has some 

worried and we try and give tips for people. 

11/28/14 10pm 2:13 Newscast All those stores with marathon hours seem 

to be spreading out the crush of holiday 

shopping.  There’s been steady business 

tonight but many aren’t as packed as they 

were in years past. 

11/29/14 10pm 2:12 Newscast Today is Small Business Saturday and done 

as a way to promote people shopping at 

independently owned businesses.  

12/1/14 6pm 2:40 Newscast Chicago is moving one step closer to a 

minimum wage increase as the city council 

is considering a proposal that would 

eventually raise the wage to $13/hr.   

12/1/14 5pm 2:34 Newscast Protecting yourself from shopping online 

and getting your info breached is among the 

many concerns among consumers today as 

we’ve hit Cyber Monday. 

12/2/14 10pm 2:17 Newscast By 2019 minimum wage workers in 

Chicago will make $13/hr under a plan 

passed through the city council.  We take a 

closer look at how some businesses now 

say they are worried what it’ll do their 

stores. 

12/4/14 4pm 1:42 Newscast Fast food workers in Chicago are getting a 

raise.  But they want more as they continue 

to hold rallies and marches fighting for 

$15/hr. 

12/15/14 4pm 2:13 Newscast Are your holiday packages ready to ship?  

Today is expected to be the busiest mailing 

day of the year for the US Postal Service.  

12/19/14 6pm 2:05 Newscast Time is running out for holiday shoppers as 

there are just days left until Christmas.  

12/24/14 6pm 2:21 Newscast Last minute shoppers have been out in full 

force tonight as some stores are staying 

open late in an effort to earn that extra 

cash. 

12/26/14 6pm 2:27 Newscast Clearance deals and getting rid of gifts that 

don’t work out is the game today for people 

and important for certain retailers as well. 
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12/30/14 10pm 1:58 Newscast Tons of salt spilled out of the Morton Salt 

Storage facility after a wall collapse.  

Investigators are trying to determine a 

cause as it also impacted the nearby car 

dealership. 

 

 

EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS 
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10-11/2014 14 :30 :60 PSA Teacher Recruitment/Ad Council – the 

“teach” campaign aims to recruit the next 

generation of teachers by redefining 

teachings as a top career choice. 

10/1/14 10pm 2:11 Newscast Concern in Waukegan tonight as teachers 

could launch a strike in the morning.  The 

school district serves about 17,000 

students. 

10/11/14 5pm 2:05 Newscast Free college tuition is being offered to CPS 

graduates.  The new program guarantees 

free tuition at any city college.  

10/2/14 5pm 2:49 Newscast It could be some time before students in 

Waukegan return to school because of a 

labor strike.  It comes after the union and 

school was unable to reach a contract.  

10/9/14 5pm 2:06 Newscast The health of Chicago teacher’s union 

president is more serious than originally 

thought.  Karen Lewis ruled out a bid for 

mayor and has turned over duties of her 

position. 

10/9/14 430pm 2:23 Newscast Students at a school in Cicero were scared 

today when a security breach triggered a 

lockdown at the school.   
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10/10/14 4pm 2:20 Newscast It’s been more than a week since teachers 

in Waukegan hit the picket line and 

students were forced out of school.  

Contracts talks are on-going but parents are 

getting frustrated. 

10/14/14 10pm 1:21 Newscast Talks to end a teacher’s strike in Waukegan 

are still going on tonight but it appears 

classes will be cancelled for now the 8
th

 

day. 

10/15/14 430pm 2:15 Newscast Financial problems are putting bus service 

for students in Gary in doubt.  School 

officials say they are working on a plan to 

pay the bill. 

10/22/14 5pm 1:57 Newscast A threat posted on social media has shut 

down a middle school.  The threat involves 

6
th

 grade students after it was posted on 

Instagram and has police investigating. 

10/27/14 5pm 2:46 Newscast Both sides are back at the bargaining table 

in Waukegan on a teacher strike that has 

now reached its 4
th

 week. 

10/28/14 10pm 1:58 Newscast Tempers flared in Waukegan tonight during 

the regularly scheduled school board 

meeting.  Board members had to adjourn 

the meeting over crowd comments.  

10/29/14 10pm 2:15 Newscast A major shuffling of Catholic schools as 

the Archdiocese announced a series of 

closures and mergers that will affect 

thousands of kids. 

10/29/14 430pm 2:33 Newscast The labor strike in Waukegan is over after 

an all night bargaining session among the 

board and teachers.   

11/6/14 10pm 1:51 Newscast A sexting investigation at a high school and 

3 students may be charged. 

11/7/14 10pm 1:56 Newscast There’s now word that a 5
th

 student may be 

arrested  following the sexting investigation 

at Gurnee school. 

11/8/14 10pm 2:33 Newscast Some students who have had a tough time 

in school are finding a new passion for 

reading.  We stop by an alternative school 

to see how students are being motivated 

there. 
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11/10/14 10pm 1:18 Newscast A new sexting investigation involving an 

area school and this time in northwest 

Indiana.  The case involves students at a 

high school there. 

11/21/14 10pm 1:29 Newscast The grade school lesson about the birds and 

bees that may make adults blush.  Parents 

want to know how inappropriate info made 

it to their kids. 

11/23/14 945am 10-11 Newsviews We discussed public education in Illinois in 

light of reforms proposed that week by 

Advance Illinois & a group of educators 

called Vision 20/20.   Our guests were 

Daniel Montgomery of the Illinois 

Federation of Teachers, Robin Steans with 

Advance Illinois and Brent Clark with 

Vision 20/20 and Illinois Association of 

School Administrators. 

11/26/14 10pm 1:30 Newscast A first grader is suspended from school for 

something she said to 2 boys who teased 

her.  Its an example of zero tolerance policy 

that her mother says doesn’t protect the 

victim of bullying. 

12/5/14 5pm 2:10 Newscast An incident involving a stun gun that was 

used on some students at a high school is 

under investigation by police. 

12/8/14 430pm 1:42 Newscast Santa is trying to rescue a south side school 

in danger of closing.  A parent dressed up 

as Santa and is refusing to come down from 

the school’s roof until they raise the funds 

needed to keep the school open this school 

year. 

12/16/14 10pm 2:02 Newscast There are calls for a school board member 

to resign after what she said during a 

meeting about not wanting the next 

superintendent to be gay. 

12/17/14 5pm 2:36 Newscast A student says she was bullied and will 

now switch schools after a videotaped 

incident with a school security guard who 

also happens to be the school’s varsity boys 

basketball coach. 
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12/28/14 945am 10-12 Newsviews Tim Binder from the Shedd Aquarium 

joined us to discuss their new sea otter, 

their other rescued animals, the Shedd's 

research & conservation efforts and even 

how teens can get involved in those efforts. 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
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TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

10/4/14 10pm 2:31 Newscast We’re dealing with a frosty night in 

October and it has some people worried 

about their plants.  

10/23/14 430pm 1:45 Newscast Several places are having viewing parties 

for today’s partial solar eclipse.  That’s 

when the new moon will hide part of the 

sun from view. 

10/27/14 6pm 2:00 Newscast A lot of people found a way to get outside 

today and enjoy the weather as we’re 

getting almost record temps dealing in the 

mid-70s. 

10/30/14 10pm 1:23 Newscast Snow is not what many people in NW 

Indiana want but that’s what they are 

getting right now.  

10/31/14 10pm 1:53 Newscast High winds whipped up 20ft waves along 

Lake Michigan flooding parts of Lake 

Shore Drive.  

11-12/2014 27 :10 PSA Arbor Day Foundation – help support their 

programs to make the world greener and 

healthier.  
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11-12/2014 2 :30 PSA Energy Efficiency/Ad Council- 

encouraging homeowners to save energy by 

taking simple but effective actions around 

the home by turning back  their thermostat 

10-15 degrees for eight hours a day, wash 

their laundry in cold water, and make sure 

their water heaters is set to 120 degrees can 

save money on their cooling and heating 

bills 

11/3/14 5pm 2:24 Newscast Last Friday’s high winds along the 

lakefront caused the waves to damage the 

bike and jogging trails due to the sheer 

force of the waves. 

11/7/14 10pm 1:54 Newscast This weather is just one sign winter is near 

as we’re facing brutal winds that have 

dropped temperatures. 

11/10/14 10pm 1:28 Newscast Mild temps today for the season will be 

nothing like tomorrow as the thermometer 

is expected to drop quickly tomorrow. 

11/11/14 430pm 1:50 Newscast Lots of people have memories of last year’s 

polar vortex and the cold weather we have 

now has plenty worried that we’ll see a 

return of that this winter. 

11/13/14 10pm 1:56 Newscast A deadly coyote attack as a woman’s pet 

yorkie was killed.  She says its alarming 

that coyotes are not afraid of people 

anymore. 

11/1414 6pm 1:40 Newscast This cold November weather is good for at 

least one thing, ice skating.  The rink at 

Millennium Park opened up to the public 

today.  

11/15/14 10pm 1:59 Newscast The city of Chicago is putting 200 plows 

on the road tonight as the wintry scene is 

forming in the area with snowfall. 

11/16/14 5pm 5:11 Newscast Tomorrow will mark 1 year since the rare 

deadly November tornadoes that swept 

through central Illinois and we revisit some 

the communities hardest hit. 

11/17/14 6pm 5:25 Newscast We’re live with reports from Washington Il 

and Coal City Il which were two of the 

most severe and hardest hit towns from last 

year’s tornado. 
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11/28/14 6pm 1:48 Newscast The day after Thanksgiving isn’t all about 

door buster deals, it’s long a tradition for 

many families to go pick out their family 

Christmas tree.  We visited a number of 

farms today. 

12/2014 8 :15  :30 PSA Discovering Nature/Ad Council – 

encourage parents, caregivers and their kids 

to go to the forest to experience and 

reconnect with nature. encourage a love for 

nature in kids by fostering a connection 

with urban and national forests, ultimately 

12/8/14 5pm 2:39 Newscast Should Chicago gas stations be required to 

sell the E15 blend of gas?  That’s the 

question being posed before the city’s 

council members today.  Some say it helps 

the environment while others say it doesn’t 

make a difference. 

12/13/14 10pm 2:07 Newscast Former Chicago mayor Richard Daley was 

on hand as a new park honoring his late 

wife Maggie opened today for the first 

time.  

12/16/14 430pm 2:40 Newscast KCBX terminals is moving forward with 

plans to build a large warehouse to store 

petcoke in Chicago.  But the company and 

city are at odds when it’ll be completed as 

residents are still worried about the dust in 

the air from the facility. 
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12/8/14 5pm 2:35 Newscast A new and improved website for the CPD 

was unveiled today that they hope will 

allow them to keep better track of gun 

crimes and offer anonymous tips. 

12/9/14 430pm 1:55 Newscast A vigil was held on the campus of Loyola 

tonight calling for more gun control as they 

remembered a student shot and killed 

during a robbery. 

 

12/16/14 

 

430pm 

 

2:45 

 

Newscast 

 

Mayor Emanuel showed off a commission 

that plans to look into youth violence 

problems particularly gun violence. 

12/21/14 10pm 2:25 Newscast Police officers here in Chicago are on alert 

and across the country as gun violence 

against police officers are being reported.  

It comes after 2 NY cops were shot and 

killed. 

12/28/14 10pm 2:41 Newscast It still remains unclear whether gunfire 

erupted during a fight at a suburban mall 

but there are changes being made to protect 

people from possible gun violence in areas 

like malls. 

 

 

HEALTH 
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10/2014 40 :15 PSA WLS-TV/American Cancer Society - 

Making Strides – encouraging women to get 

their annual mammogram and to help 

support the American Cancer Society in 

their goal to find a cure. 
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10-11-12/2014 86 :15  PSA American Cancer Society “Ride Program” - 

WLS-TV produced spot urging viewers to 

become volunteer drivers to help patients to 

and from treatments.  

10/1/14 5pm 2:49 Newscast Precautions are being taken by health 

experts here to help detect and stop the 

spread of Ebola.  

10/2/14 10pm 2:05 Newscast A 4
th

 American tests positive for Ebola 

while working overseas. He was working as 

a freelance photog in Liberia. 

10/3/14 5pm 1:58 Newscast Liberians living in the Chicago area are 

closely monitoring the Ebola outbreak in 

their homeland.   

10/5/14 10pm 1:54 Newscast The Enterovirus 68 is now confirmed or 

suspected in 46 states and there are at least 

28 situations where the virus may have 

caused paralysis. 

10/8/14 10pm 2:22 Newscast New safeguards will help protect people in 

the Chicago area from Ebola.  Screening at 

Ohare airport starts next week is just one of 

the precautions. 

10/13/14 5pm 2:38 Newscast One area hospital is talking tonight about 

the steps being taken to protect its staff from 

any threat of Ebola.   

10/14/14 10pm 2:05 Newscast New steps tonight to stop the spread of 

Ebola as the WHO predicts the number of 

cases in West Africa could soar to as many 

as 10,000 a week by mid-December. 

10/14/14 5pm 1:56 Newscast A local company is working side by side 

with many health care facilities creating 

protective wear for medical workers from 

Ebola. 

10/15/14 10pm 6:08 Newscast A second case of Ebola contracted in the US 

triggered new concerns tonight including 

here in Chicago. 

10/16/14 10pm 4:01 Newscast Illinois has set up a hotline for anyone with 

questions about Ebola and Chicago is taking 

steps to be prepared if there is a case here. 

10/17/14 10pm 2:06 Newscast Suburban firefighters are preparing just in 

case Ebola comes here and if they happen to 

come into contact with it. 
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10/18/14 9am 2:22 Newscast More than 5 million Americans are living 

with Alzheimer’s and a recent study found 

costs for dementia care in 2010 were as high 

as $200 billion. 

10/20/14 10pm 1:45 Newscast If Ebola turns up in Chicago we now know 

which hospitals will take on the 

responsibilities of treating patients.   

10/21/14 10pm 3:00 Newscast 2 people are being treated in Chicago 

tonight with Ebola like symptoms.  

Although neither is believed to have been 

exposed to the disease. 

10/21/14 5pm 1:55 Newscast It’s a disease that can be deadly for dogs 

and Leptospirosis is being blamed for 

killing 2 family pets in one suburb. 

10/23/14 10pm 1:42 Newscast There’s relief tonight at the UofC hospital 

where Ebola test conducted on a child there 

has come back negative. 

10/23/14 430pm 2:12 Newscast The flu season is here and people are being 

encouraged to get a flu shot but what is the 

best kind of shot for you. 

10/24/14 5pm 2:08 Newscast Chicago’s Ebola defense network had to 

spring into action when 2 people on flights 

from West Africa got sick.  Even though 

they turned out to not have it, this was no 

drill for the medical workers. 

10/26/14 10pm 2:59 Newscast A nurse quarantined in a hospital is angry 

and speaking out because of the rules of 

quarantining people.  It’s a rule that was 

instituted here in Chicago/Illinois as well. 

10/27/14 10pm 2:19 Newscast A potential case of Ebola is being dealt with 

by a hospital and there’s more debate over 

how and when to quarantine people.  

10/29/14 10pm 1:57 Newscast A man who just returned from West Africa 

is being monitoring tonight in Chicago by 

the local health officials for possible Ebola 

symptoms. 

10/29/14 430pm 1:55 Newscast Eczema sufferers not only face severe skin 

problems but new studies show a link to the 

condition and bone fractures.  
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11-12/2014 21 30 PSA Autism/Ad Council – raise awareness of 

and increase parental 

knowledge of the signs of autism, and to 

empower parents  

to take action if their child is not meeting 

certain developmental milestones. This 

latest effort places emphasis on the 

importance of early diagnosis since the 

current age of diagnosis is among low 

income families, particularly African 

Americans and Hispanics, is higher than the 

general public. 

11-12/2014 10 :30 PSA Food Safety Education/Ad Council – 

informing parents who cook at home about 

the risks of foodborne illness and promotes 

the four key safe food handling behaviors: 

clean, separate, cook, and chill – to protect 

their families and reduce their chances of 

illness while preparing meals. 

11-12/2014 2 :30 PSA March Of Dimes – “Baby’s First Selfie” in 

support of the March of Dimes’ healthy 

babies are worth the wait campaign! the 

spot features real-life moms recording their 

pregnancy through pictures that can be 

turned into a movie and shared with friends 

and family through their free cinemama app. 

11-12/2014 9 :30 PSA Partnership/MindYour Meds – campaign 

encourages parents of teens to make sure 

they are not abusing prescription medicines 

and to learn how to monitor, secure and 

properly dispose of unused and expired 

prescriptions and over-the-counter cough 

medicine in their house. 

11-12/2014 7 :30 PSA Partnership/Speak 4 Yourself – campaign 

encourages teens to be themselves and 

surround themselves with friends who are 

supportive and to stay away from people 

who are all about negativity. 

11/1/14 9am 2:20 Newscast Death cafes are popping up all across the 

country and they allow people to talk about 

a rather morbid topic more openly and 

honestly. 
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11/5/14 10pm 2:37 Newscast They’re billed as minimally invasive but are 

they risky?  We take a look at the safety of 

popular cosmetic procedures. 

11/6/14 4pm 1:37 Newscast A stomach virus outbreak has forced a 

school to close.  Students and teachers were 

kept home because of a norovirus which is 

highly contagious. 

11/10/14 10pm 1:19 Newscast A new warning tonight about just how 

dangerous laundry pods may be.  More than 

700 kids in the US were rushed to hospitals 

in the past 2 years. 

11/14/14 5pm 1:50 Newscast A suburban hospital drills its staff to make 

sure they are properly trained if a case of 

ebola is diagnosed in the Chicago area.   

11/15/14 5pm 2:26 Newscast The 2
nd

 enrollment period under President 

Obama’s health care law is now underway 

and advocates are using new tactics and 

expanding old ones to reach people who 

need insurance. 

11/30/14 945am 10-11 Newsviews Dr. Robert Shulman/Rush University 

Medical Center - we discussed how to deal 

with holiday stress/depression. 

12/2014 3 60 PSA Leukemia & Lymphoma Society - help raise 

funds to find a cure. 

12/2014 2 :15  :30 PSA Enrollment Health Ins/Ad Council – to help 

educate consumers about their new options 

for quality affordable coverage.  

12/1/14 5pm 2:53 Newscast Growing concern for young athletes and 

head injuries as a college football player has 

gone missing following a history of 

concussions.   

12/2/14 430pm 1:45 Newscast Not only is the holiday season upon us but 

we are in the midst of flu season and we 

have a reminder from the health experts to 

get vaccinated.  

12/4/14 430pm 2:04 Newscast A health warning about the current version 

of the flu vaccine as a new report suggests 

that it may not be good enough to protect 

you and your family. 
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12/5/14 430pm 2:00 Newscast Those behind a lawsuit involving college 

athletes say more needs to be done within in 

the NCAA in terms of how concussions are 

handled.  

12/8/14 10pm 2:12 Newscast A flu outbreak at a school is so bad classes 

are cancelled tomorrow and Wednesday as a 

4
th

 of the students at the school are out sick 

today. 

12/15/14 10pm 1:42 Newscast The sickness that kept nearly 600 students 

and staff out of class today as yet another 

school district is handling absences over the 

flu. 

12/15/14 430pm 2:25 Newscast Today is the deadline for people who want 

healthcare under the ACA to start on 

January 1
st
.   

12/16/14 5pm 2:37 Newscast One hospital in Chicago says its emergency 

room is filled with flu patients.  We discuss 

what is being done in our area to prevent it. 

12/19/14 5pm 1:45 Newscast Doctors are monitoring a child who arrive at 

Ohare airport last night with a fever.  They 

are making sure the child has no Ebola 

symptoms. 

12/21/14 945am 10-11 Newsviews Dr. LaMar Hasbrouck, Illinois Department 

of Public Health.   We discussed the flu 

season in Illinois.   How to treat it, when to 

see a doctor, how to protect yourself, etc. 

12/22/14 4pm 1:23 Newscast It may be on your Christmas wish list.  E-

readers are popular now but a new study 

says they are keeping many people awake 

because of the lighting it uses. 

12/24/14 5pm 1:23 Newscast For people who have lost a loved one, the 

holiday season can be especially difficult.  

There are some ways to bring back joy to 

the season. 

12/30/14 430pm 2:15 Newscast The flu outbreak is at epidemic levels and 

more than 20 states are feeling it including 

Illinois.  We look at what’s being done as a 

result. 

12/31/14 10pm 1:28 Newscast A setback tonight for Cardinal George as he 

battles the recurrence of cancer.  He was 

dropped from his clinical trials as it wasn’t 

making an impact. 
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10/1/14 10pm 2:44 Newscast We’ve learned 2 United airlines’ jets that 

carried the nation’s first Ebola patients 

from Europe made numerous stops 

including here in Chicago. 

10/2/14 10pm 3:38 Newscast We uncover information about your safety 

at home as house fires are burning faster 

than ever. 

10/2/14 6pm 2:535 Newscast We’ve learned that American border 

authorities at Ohare and other US airports 

are doing very little to prevent travelers 

with Ebola from entering the country.  

10/3/14 5pm 3:05 Newscast We’re giving tips for consumers on how to 

get the best deals , rack up airline miles, 

and double dip while booking a flight. 

10/6/14 10pm 3:47 Newscast Disturbing surveillance video as a pet 

owner says his dogs were left in their cages 

for 18 hours. 

10/9/14 10pm 3:44 Newscast It’s not a matter of if but when someone 

will steal your personal information.  But 

some say police aren’t doing enough with 

evidence that is handed to them when it 

comes to protecting Ids.  

10/10/14 5pm 2:38 Newscast The Better Business Bureau is issuing a 

warning about a popular pre-paid card that 

is being used as a tool for scam artists. 

10/13/14 10pm 2:17 Newscast A rash of random attacks near the UofI 

flagship campus has brought an alert from 

police after 5 students were jumped and 

beaten by a roving gang. 

10/13/14 6pm 1:47 Newscast We’ve found that there are plenty of 

hooded bank robbery suspects out there as 

during the year the number of bank heists 

have soared in Chicago. 
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10/14/14 6pm 2:55 Newscast We’ve learned that an army veteran from 

southern Wisconsin was wounded while 

fighting in Syria but unlike some 

Americans who have gone overseas to fight 

with the terrorists, this man is taking on 

ISIS. 

10/16/14 6pm 2:40 Newscast We’ve obtained a federal investigation that 

reveals the department of Homeland 

Security is incapable of dealing with a 

major epidemic. 

 

10/22/14 

 

6pm 

 

2:29 

 

Newscast 

 

The US Ambassador to Canada is among 

those on lockdown following an attack at 

the capitol there and the ambassador is a 

Chicago man. 

10/23/14 5pm 2:30 Newscast A computer virus that preys on people’s 

fears over Ebola comes as an email 

claiming to come from the WHO can 

unleash malware that lets hackers control 

your computer. 

10/27/14 5pm 1:55 Newscast It was a data breach that affected hundreds 

of affordable housing applicants that we 

uncovered the problem. 

10/28/14 10pm 3:54 Newscast As some Chicago taxes are about to go up 

we’ve uncovered millions of dollars missed 

in opportunities for the city. 

10/28/14 6pm 1:53 Newscast The US Homeland Security is ordering 

stepped up protection at many government 

buildings and we’ve learned that it’s 

happening here. 

10/29/14 5pm 1:32 Newscast A man accused of running an elaborate 

property scam faces several more felony 

charges tonight.  It’s a story we broke. 

10/30/14 10pm 4:38 Newscast They were in desperate need of dental work 

and some patients are angry over what they 

are claiming is shoddy work. 

10/31/14 5pm 2:25 Newscast Before you buy a puppy, we have lessons 

that one family learned and described to 

our Iteam about the process at one local 

vendor. 
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11/3/14 10pm 4:12 Newscast We tackle one of the city’s nastiest 

problems, rats.  Why do there seem to be so 

many? 

11/3/14 6pm 2:55 Newscast The only exit interview was given to our 

Iteam from outgoing US Prosecutor Gary 

Shapiro who has supervised almost every 

major federal case in Chicago for more 

than 3 decades. 

11/5/14 6pm 2:35 Newscast We take a look at how an old public 

cemetery where 100,000 people are buried 

is causing a clash between two Cook 

County agencies. 

11/6/14 10pm 3:57 Newscast We investigate breast cancer and the untold 

risk regarding what may be missing on 

mammogram results. 

11/6/14 6pm 2:41 Newscast An illicit internet site where cocaine and 

heroin and other drugs could be easily 

ordered and shipped to your home has led 

to the arrest of 1 person so far. 

11/7/14 6pm 2:23 Newscast New federal indictments charge a gang of 

west side Chicago drug dealers with 

making millions from street corner sales. 

11/7/14 5pm 2:45 Newscast Customers in several suburbs are fuming 

after an appliance chain shut down before 

delivering their products. 

11/10/14 10pm 3:37 Newscast A fleet of luxury aircraft that circle the 

globe on taxpayers dime we take a look at 

how much it’s costing us. 

11/10/14 6pm 2:12 Newscast A 67yo Chicago Palestinian activist has 

been taken into custody after she was 

accused of hiding her role in a bombing 

that happened 45 years ago. 

11/11/14 10pm 3:49 Newscast Short term rentals can save people money 

or help if you’ll be away from home but the 

city is cracking down on these type of 

situations. 

11/12/14 6pm 2:43 Newscast The subject of one of our investigations 

was in court today as 3 years ago we 

exposed claims against a travel agent by a 

number of clients.  
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11/12/14 5pm 2:28 Newscast The CTA says it’s their mission to bust 

people who are getting free rides and 

misuse fare cards intended for seniors.  

They are stepping up patrols. 

11/13/14 10pm 3:48 Newscast We take a look into the decaying Chicago 

landmarks and failed inspections citywide.  

11/13/14 6pm 2:47 Newscast Revealing details from a jailhouse 

interview with Chicago cybercriminal who 

is serving a prison sentence.  

11/14/14 10pm 3:06 Newscast A warning about what city investigators 

call an elaborate debit card scam and what 

people need to know before they ride a cab 

again. 

11/18/14 10pm 3:56 Newscast We investigate hazardous oil trains that 

speed through Chicago and the suburbs 

daily.  Would firefighters be able to keep 

you safe if one of them exploded? 

11/19/14 10pm 1:24 Newscast A widening investigation into a story we 

first had about an alleged scam involving 

taxi passengers and their debit/credit cards. 

11/19/14 6pm 2:36 Newscast A bad way for a political campaign to 

begin as a candidate running for alderman 

apologizes for a series of emails. 

11/19/14 5pm 1:49 Newscast Chicago police arrest a suspect in 

connection with claims we first raised 

about debit card issues and cabbies. 

11/20/14 10pm 3:48 Newscast Millions of consumer items are recalled 

every year because they are risky to kids.  

We discover some of those items are still 

for re-sale. 

11/20/14 6pm 2:15 Newscast An accused terrorist who authorities say 

wanted to blow up a Naperville nightclub 

will remain behind bars according to a 

judge’s ruling. 

11/21/14 5pm 2:31 Newscast We look into unpaid insurance money and 

how if you have a claim, your problems 

aren’t solved with one check.  

11/21/14 4pm 1:58 Newscast Recalled products still for re-safe or in your 

home.  It’s been the subject of a joint 

investigation with us and our network. 
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11/24/14 6pm 2:15 Newscast A 22yr prison sentence for a man federal 

agents say helped bring more than 600 lbs 

of cocaine into Chicago. 

11/24/14 430pm 2:28 Newscast The state’s top attorney unveiled her annual 

“safe shopping guide” with flagged recalled 

products.  It comes just days after we had 

our own investigation. 

11/25/14 10pm 2:41 Newscast A warning about an addictive over the 

counter medication that many parents don’t 

know about as it’s a regular cold 

medication. 

11/26/14 10pm 4:01 Newscast We take a look at what people need to 

know before hiring a rental agent as several 

in the area say they have been duped. 

12/2/14 6pm 2:47 Newscast The mayor’s former city comptroller was 

sentenced in federal court in Ohio today 

but there are doubts if he’ll ever serve the 

sentence. 

12/3/14 6pm 2:06 Newscast We look into Chicago police and the use of 

chokeholds during arrests after Eric 

Garner’s death in NY. 

12/4/14 10pm 3:45 Newscast We uncover a story of alleged sexual abuse 

and shattered trust with a man who claims 

to have been an Olympic athlete and now 

charged with sex abuse of a minor. 

12/5/14 6pm 2:16 Newscast We’ve learned that the state’s “king of 

clout” Bill Cellini is involved in a court 

controversy.  

12/5/14 5pm 2:46 Newscast Consumer protection experts say only 

mystery shopper scams are growing at 

alarming rates. 

12/9/14 10pm 3:29 Newscast A woman is demanding a refund that she 

says adds up to her getting about $50,000 

in overpaid insurance deductions. 

12/11/14 10pm 3:50 Newscast Several retailers are now telling customers 

they will honor lower prices seen in others 

business ads but it’s not always that easy 

once you get to the store. 

12/11/14 5pm 2:05 Newscast A store that went out of business before 

delivering purchased items to customers is 

now back open for business for a few days. 
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12/15/14 10pm 3:35 Newscast We look into the state’s about to boom 

marijuana industry and questions about 

public safety. 

12/16/14 5pm 2:50 Newscast We look into the possible war being waged 

on your landline phone service as some 

agencies want the state to allow them to 

stop offering it. 

12/18/14 10pm 3:29 Newscast We uncover fakes in your facebook feed 

and other social media sites and how the 

cons are trying to get people to buy 

counterfeit goods. 

12/18/14 10pm 1:46 Newscast A woman is shown in the act taking 

packages from the porch of a home that she 

didn’t know had surveillance cameras. 

12/18/14 6pm 2:41 Newscast A travel agent reported on by our 

investigative team was arrested today on 

new charges regarding allegedly cheating 

dozens out of thousands of dollars. 

12/19/14 10pm 1:50 Newscast A cab driver is accused of ripping off 

passengers.  He was arrested and charged 

following our exclusive story about the 

business. 

12/23/14 5pm 2:45 Newscast College students looking for extra work 

during the holidays are being targeted by 

cheaters.  It’s known as the babysitter 

scam. 

12/26/14 5pm 2:25 Newscast We take a closer look at gift cards and all 

the hidden details into them as people look 

to return gifts following Christmas. 

12/30/14 10pm 2:15 Newscast Uber and prosecutors say a rape suspect 

was able to use his wife’s Uber profile to 

pick up an alleged victim.  We look into 

what could change as a result. 
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10/2/14 430pm 2:50 Newscast Former Chicago police commander Jon 

Burge has been released from federal 

prison.  He was convicted of lying about 

torture of suspects by officers under his 

command. 

10/7/14 6pm 2:24 Newscast A couple from Hammond claims 2 police 

officers used excessive force including a 

stun gun on the family during a routine 

traffic stop. 

10/10/14 430pm 2:45 Newscast A controversial police video has triggered a 

call for change in the Hammond PD.  

Video showing police using a taser during 

an arrest after breaking a window has led to 

some calling these heavy handed incidents 

too much. 

10/17/14 5pm 2:04 Newscast A Chicago police officer was released from 

custody after being arrested this morning.  

He was charged with DUI after allegedly 

driving the wrong way on I-57.  

11/3/14 6pm 1:53 Newscast Police shot and killed a man inside a 

hospital.  They claim the man was armed 

but family members dispute that claim. 

11/11/14 10pm 1:52 Newscast We may learn as early as tomorrow 

whether a Ferguson police officer faces 

charges for fatally shooting an 18yo man.  

A protest is already planned for here in 

Chicago if the officer isn’t charged. 

11/23/14 5pm 2:55 Newscast Heavy security is in place in Ferguson and 

we are there live with a reporter as the 

grand jury still hasn’t released its decision. 

11/24/14 10pm 6:02 Newscast Protests have erupted in Ferguson after the 

decision by the grand jury not to indict the 

police officer accused of fatally shooting an 

18yo man.  We’re live there and here in 

Chicago where several rallies and marches 

have picked up in response. 



 36 

ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: POLICE 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

11/25/14 10pm 9:09 Newscast Arrests tonight as a standoff between police 

and protesters intensifies in Ferguson.  We 

have live reports there and here as another 

protest has led to confrontations with 

Chicago police and people are being 

arrested. 

11/28/14 6pm 2:13 Newscast People upset over this week’s grand jury 

decision took their protest to Black Friday 

shoppers today as hundreds marched along 

the Mag Mile here. 

12/1/14 10pm 2:30 Newscast Some Chicago police officers will wear 

body cameras in light of the shooting death 

of Michael Brown in Ferguson.  It’s a move 

police say has been in the works for some 

time. 

12/3/14 10pm 5:26 Newscast As police clash with protesters in NY angry 

over yet another grand jury failing to indict 

a police officer over a fatal shooting, the 

case is resonating here in Chicago with 

another round of protesters.  

12/3/14 5pm 2:50 Newscast The grand jury decision to not indict in 

either Ferguson or NY has led to some 

discussions here among high school kids 

about how young African Americans can 

move forward and what they have learned. 

12/4/14 10pm 3:15 Newscast Protesters have shut down Lake Shore 

Drive tonight in just the latest police 

brutality protest staged over recent days.   

12/8/14 10pm 2:32 Newscast NBA star Derrick Rose sent a message 

tonight during the pre-game warmups by 

wearing a T-shirt with the last words of 

Eric Garner who was chokeholded to death 

by New York cops.   

12/12/14 6pm 2:24 Newscast The US Attorney was in Chicago meeting 

with police and civil rights leaders trying to 

begin laying the groundwork for trust 

among both sides as he visits a number of 

cities.  
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10/1/14 10pm 2:03 Newscast President Obama arrives in his hometown 

for a visit today.  We’re following his 

movements back in Chicago. 

10/1/14 430pm 2:19 Newscast Gov Quinn got a boost from organized 

labor today as he attended the convention 

of the AFL-CIO.   

10/3/14 430pm 2:25 Newscast A new board game is the latest 

battleground in the campaign for governor 

as a web ad based on the Monopoly game 

kicked up controversy. 

10/5/14 945am 11-12 Newsviews Guests: Michael Frerichs and Tom Cross.  

We spoke to one for one half, one for the 

other.  They were candidates for Illinois 

Treasurer. 

10/6/14 430pm 2:15 Newscast With election a month away the get out of 

the vote effort is ramping up as thousands 

of new voters have registered. 

10/7/14 6pm 2:35 Newscast First Lady Michelle Obama is in Chicago at 

a campaign pep rally for Gov Quinn. 

10/8/14 6pm 2:43 Newscast For the 2
nd

 day in a row, Gov Quinn got 

some more star political power today as 

Hillary Clinton came to Chicago and 

campaigned for him. 

10/8/14 430pm 2:12 Newscast The former head of an agency overseeing 

Gov Quinn’s troubled anti-violence 

initiative says the program mostly worked 

but not all strategies were successful. 

10/9/14 10pm 2:31 Newscast Gov Quinn and challenger Bruce Rauner 

faced off in their first official debate 

leading up to the election. 

10/9/14 430pm 2:10 Newscast Email exchanges from a former aide to 

Gov Quinn are factoring into testimony 

during a legislative hearing into the anti-

violence program. 

10/10/14 10pm 2:11 Newscast Just weeks before the election, the 

Republican nominee for governor finally 

released his 2013 tax returns. 
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10/12/14 945am 11-12 Newsviews Our guests were Bill Foster & Darlene 

Singer.   Again we spoke to one for the first 

half, the other for the second half.   They 

were candidates to represent Illinois 11th 

District in U.S. Congress. 

10/13/14 10pm 1:55 Newscast A major change in the race for Chicago 

mayor as the CTU President Karen Lewis 

announced she is not running for office. 

10/13/14 430pm 2:25 Newscast Both governor candidates marched for 

votes in the Columbus Day parade. 

 

10/14/14 

 

10pm 

 

2:22 

 

Newscast 

 

Gov Quinn and Bruce Rauner focused on 

African American voters during a debate 

tonight that turned fiery. 

10/15/14 5pm 2:34 Newscast Both gubernatorial candidates are being 

questioned today with regards to their 

support on key issues for Latino voters. 

10/16/14 430pm 2:25 Newscast One of the most contentious congressional 

campaigns is a rematch of the 2012 race as 

Bob Dold takes on incumbent Brad 

Schneider. 

10/17/14 5pm 2:45 Newscast We focus on the 11
th

 congressional district 

race as incumbent Bill Foster is being 

challenged by Darlene Senger. 

10/18/14 10pm 2:37 Newscast The candidates for the 10
th

 congressional 

district race debated against each other with 

hopes of taking the seat. 

10/19/14 10pm 3:00 Newscast President Obama is back in Chicago today 

urging potential voters to show up at the 

polls and support Gov Quinn. 

10/19/14 945am 10-11 Newsviews Our guest was Cook County Clerk David 

Orr.  We spoke about early voting, the 

changes made this year (such as registering 

and voting on election day), etc.    

10/20/14 10pm 2:25 Newscast Gov Quinn and Bruce Rauner faced off in 

their final debate and it played out here in 

our studios. 

10/21/14 430pm 2:36 Newscast First the current President, now today a 

former President came to Chicago to 

support Gov Quinn.  It was Bill Clinton. 
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10/22/14 10pm 2:25 Newscast The only debate in the race for US senate 

played out tonight here in our studios as 

incumbent Dick Durbin is fighting off a 

challenge from Jim Oberweis. 

10/22/14 5pm 2:25 Newscast Vice President Joe Biden is in the area and 

he’s here to fundraise for area Democrats 

including Gov Quinn. 

10/22/14 430pm 2:25 Newscast A judge has ordered a hiring monitor at 

IDOT saying they violated rules banning 

political hiring.   

10/23/14 6pm 2:31 Newscast The race for governor is sprinting towards 

election day as a new poll comes out saying 

the governor’s candidates are in a virtual 

tie. 

10/24/14 5pm 2:30 Newscast Gov Quinn reached out to women voters 

today as he welcomes an appearance to 

Chicago by women’s rights activist Gloria 

Steinem. 

10/25/14 5pm 2:22 Newscast A break-in at a south side church has the 

pastor there thinking it’s politically 

motivated after he came out and supported 

Bruce Rauner for governor. 

10/26/14 945am 11-12 Newsviews Our guests were Brad Schneider & Bob 

Dold candidates to represent Illinois' 10th 

District in the U.S. Congress. 

10/27/14 10pm 1:59 Newscast A new candidate in the race for mayor of 

Chicago as Cook County Commissioner 

Jesus Garcia announced he’ll challenge 

Mayor Emanuel. 

10/27/14 5pm 2:32 Newscast The race for governor heats up as both 

candidates talk 2 key issues, the minimum 

wage and job creation. 

10/27/14 430pm 2:20 Newscast Voters in Illinois will cast their ballots on 

proposed constitutional amendments.  

There are 2 of them and we take a look at 

what they are asking. 

10/28/14 430pm 2:25 Newscast Gov Quinn announced a big gift to Illinois 

voters, jobs.  The monthly jobs report came 

out and both candidates used the numbers 

to their certain way of thinking. 
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10/29/14 5pm 1:46 Newscast Concern tonight that the results in next 

week’s election will be delayed as the 

Illinois AG offered new guidelines that 

could slow the vote count. 

10/31/14 10pm 1:46 Newscast We’re hearing from CTU President Karen 

Lewis for the first time since she 

announced her brain tumor.  She’s 

supporting Jesus Garcia for mayor. 

11/2/14 10pm 2:41 Newscast The gubernatorial candidates are using the 

final days before Tuesday’s election to 

campaign for votes. 

11/2/14 945am 10-11 Newsviews Election Day preview.  Our guests were 

political science Professor Paul Green from 

Roosevelt University, ABC7 Political 

Analyst Laura Washington & Political 

Reporter Charles Thomas discussing their 

thoughts regarding election day such as 

turnout, what would it take for a particular 

candidate to win (obviously much of the 

focus was on the governor's race), voter 

interest, what would get people to the polls, 

etc.   

11/3/14 10pm 3:12 Newscast It’s election eve and the 2 major candidates 

for governor spent the night making a final 

push to their supporters and voters.  

11/3/14 5pm 2:13 Newscast Many have already cast their ballots during 

early voting and it appears from early 

numbers that they came out in big numbers. 

11/4/14 10pm 22:35 Newscast It’s election night and we had expanded 

coverage on the races for Governor, Senate, 

and several US reps. 

11/5/14 10pm 2:06 Newscast The Governor cleared the way for Bruce 

Rauner to take charge of Illinois by finally 

conceded the race. 

11/5/14 430pm 2:00 Newscast Many people are blaming President Obama 

for the democrats’ poor showing in this 

year’s election and latino leaders agree that 

it was him failing to pass immigration 

reform that kept people from the polls. 

11/7/14 5pm 2:30 Newscast State Rep Ford is relieved after a judge 

handed down a sentenced today of 

probation for misdemeanor tax charges. 
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11/9/14 5pm 1:55 Newscast A former congressman Phil Crane has 

passed away this weekend at his daughter’s 

home.  We look at his political history. 

11/10/14 4pm 2:20 Newscast There are questions whether thousands of 

Cook County voters casted multiple ballots 

in the state Treasurer’s race.  

11/11/14 6pm 1:51 Newscast Both Gov elect Bruce Rauner and Gov Pat 

Quinn attended a veterans day event today 

but they were in no hurry to put the election 

past them. 

11/12/14 5pm 2:31 Newscast The governor called the gov-elect for the 

first time today and many wonder what 

king of working relationship the mayor of 

Chicago will have with Bruce Rauner. 

11/13/14 5pm 2:16 Newscast We hear from Jesus Garcia today as he’s 

now the latest candidate who has decided 

to take on Mayor Emanuel in Chicago’s 

election next year. 

11/14/14 10pm 4:16 Newscast A snowstorm is what helped Jane Byrne 

get into office and become the city’s first 

female mayor.  She died today. 

11/17/14 10pm 2:10 Newscast Family and friends gathered to remember 

Jane Byrne today during a memorial 

service.  

11/19/14 6pm 2:23 Newscast Another candidate is ready to take on 

Mayor Emanuel and he’s Willie Wilson.  

He’s a Chicago businessman who has made 

millions. 

11/20/14 10pm 3:19 Newscast Immigration supporters marched outside 

the White House tonight celebrating 

Obama executive action to spare people 

from deportation.   

11/20/14 430pm 2:25 Newscast A judge says he’ll rule tomorrow on the 

constitutionality of Illinois pension 

overhaul.  It came as Bruce Rauner  made 

the rounds of Springfield’s fall veto 

session. 

11/22/14 10pm 1:53 Newscast A rally today for undocumented 

immigrants living here who commend 

Obama and other Illinois lawmakers who 

were helpful in getting some type of help to 

those here illegally. 
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11/24/14 430pm 2:25 Newscast The candidates lining up to challenge the 

mayor are getting clearer now that the 

deadline to file has ended. 

11/25/14 6pm 2:12 Newscast The President just wrapped up a visit to 

Chicago to promote his executive order on 

immigration and was confronted by a 

couple of hecklers. 

11/26/14 6pm 2:23 Newscast It’s been nearly a year since lawyers for 

imprisoned Rod Blagojevich made their 

arguments before the appeals court.  But 

we still await their decision on his 

sentence. 

12/3/14 6pm 2:10 Newscast Today was the deadline to file petition 

challenges in the race for mayor and we 

take a look at who will have to fight to stay 

on the ballot.  

12/4/14 6pm 2:25 Newscast Gov elect Bruce Rauner was in DC 

meeting with members of Illinois’ 

delegation there and we had live reports. 

12/5/14 6pm 2:09 Newscast The mayor will officially kick off his re-

election campaign tomorrow and we have 

an inside scoop on issues he plans to 

discuss. 

12/5/14 5pm 2:26 Newscast A former state lawmaker remains free on 

bond tonight despite pleading guilty to 

child porn.   

12/6/14 10pm 2:22 Newscast Four years ago Rahm Emanuel swept into 

office promising a new era of activism.  

Now that he’s been in office and seeking 

re-election we take a look at what he’s 

done. 

12/7/14 945am 10-12 Newsviews Mayor Rahm Emanuel.   He was 

announcing his re-election bid that 

weekend.   He also talked about his 

achievements during his first term. 

12/8/14 6pm 2:42 Newscast Chicago businessman Willie Wilson says 

there’s an attempt by Mayor Emanuel to try 

and kick him off the ballot and 

disenfranchise black voters. 
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12/10/14 10pm 4:21 Newscast Judy Baar Topinka, who just won re-

election for State Comptroller died today.  

we remember her and wonder what will 

happen to her positive in office. 

12/11/14 6pm 2:21 Newscast The Barack Obama Foundation has 

receiving the final proposals for the future 

Presidential Library.  We look at the 

proposals and what we know about them. 

12/11/14 5pm 2:22 Newscast There remains a lot of activity behind the 

scenes to determine who will succeed Judy 

Baar Topinka and for how long? 

12/15/14 5pm 2:26 Newscast The Illinois Attorney General issues her 

opinion on the succession of Topinka’s 

replacement including giving the current 

governor some leeway in terms of his 

choice. 

12/16/14 6pm 2:36 Newscast The governor elect took another swipe at 

Gov Quinn as he addressed the state budget 

today and the current state they are in. 

12/17/14 10pm 4:22 Newscast President Obama has opened the borders of 

Cuba to trade and travel.  We look into the 

announcement and talk with former Gov 

Ryan who visited there years ago talking 

about how this should be done. 

12/17/14 4pm 2:15 Newscast Hundreds gathered to remember Topinka 

tonight and some of the top elected 

officials on both side of the aisle 

remembered her for doing just that, 

working with legislators on both sides. 

12/18/14 430pm 2:45 Newscast Gov Quinn calls for a special session of the 

Illinois legislature to appoint a successor to 

comptroller Topinka.  

12/18/14 430pm 2:03 Newscast Chicago fashion designer Barbara Bates is 

designing dresses that will be used for new 

first lady Diana Rauner. 

12/19/14 6pm 2:26 Newscast The ballot battle between the mayor and 

Willie Wilson heated up today as one of 

the signatures challenged by the mayor was 

Wilson’s own signature.  

12/19/14 430pm 2:45 Newscast Gov Quinn named his budget director Jerry 

Stearner to replace the late Comptroller 

Judy Baar Topinka. 
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12/22/14 6pm 2:10 Newscast Former longtime Chicago alderman Bernie 

Stone has died.  The 87yo was known for 

his bold personality and representing the 

50
th

 ward for 38 years. 

12/26/14 6pm 1:35 Newscast The upcoming new year means a long list 

of new laws that lawmakers added to the 

state.  In fact there are 220 of them. 

12/29/14 5pm 2:37 Newscast As the year comes to a close, Chicago 

police talk about yearly crime stats and 

some of the mayoral challengers are 

already making that a talking point for the 

election. 

12/30/14 430pm 1:15 Newscast President Obama while vacationing in 

Hawaii apologized to a couple that were 

looking to get married on the golf course he 

played.  They were moved to another hole 

as a result. 
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10-11-12/2014 39  :15 :30  PSA Ad Council/Project Roadblock – to inspire 

dialogue and recognition of the dangers of 

“buzzed driving” and subsequently 

motivate people to stop driving “buzzed” 

which is the same as drunk driving. 

10/2/14 6pm 1:46 Newscast Storms caused problems for Chicago air 

travelers as hundreds of flights were 

cancelled at both airports.   

10/3/14 6pm 2:28 Newscast The head FAA toured the damaged radar 

center in Aurora where one week ago air 

traffic was crippled because of sabotage 

there from an employee. 
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10/5/14 10pm 1:57 Newscast 3 people are dead and 11 others injured in a 

crash that involves 11 vehicles.  

10/7/14 430pm 2:00 Newscast As more accidents are caused by distracted 

drivers, automakers have been putting in 

hands free gadgets designed to make you 

safer.  Some those might create more 

mental distractions. 

10/7/14 430pm 2:20 Newscast A nun is struck by a Metra train.  The 

convent is just a block away from the 

tracks and it’s under investigation what 

happened. 

10/9/14 430pm 2:45 Newscast Metra commuters face a big fare hike as the 

rail agency proposes raising ticket prices 

every year for the next decade. 

10/13/14 4pm 1:54 Newscast Investigators are looking into what caused 

a small plane to crash killing 3 people on 

board.  luckily the pilot managed to keep 

the plane from crashing into a 

neighborhood. 

10/13/14 430pm 2:45 Newscast We’re getting our first look inside the 

Aurora flight control center as operations 

resumed at the facility damaged by a fire. 

10/14/14 10pm 1:35 Newscast Passengers injured in a Megabus crash are 

sharing their firsthand accounts of the 

terror and panic on board. 

10/14/14 430pm 1:45 Newscast Gas prices are dropping and it’s happening 

not just in Chicago but across the nation.  It 

also could keep plunging. 

10/14/14 430pm 2:30 Newscast The mayor gave a financial boost to the 

city’s pothole patching crews and will be 

paying for it by raising the tax on parking 

garages. 

10/15/14 6pm 2:18 Newscast A new smartphone payment system is 

coming for riders on the CTA, Pace, and 

Metra.  It should be unveiled by February. 

10/16/14 6pm 1:45 Newscast Ebola screenings are now underway at 

O’Hare airport and 4 other US airports.   

10/22/14 430pm 1:26 Newscast The holidays are coming and with 

Thanksgiving just a month away, major 

airlines are raising their ticket prices. 



 46 

ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: TRANSPORTATION/SAFETY 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

10/23/14 5pm 2:33 Newscast There’s good news at the gas pump as 

gasoline prices have dropped but how low 

can they go? 

10/23/14 4pm 1:53 Newscast There are calls for an air bag safety recall to 

be expanded as the investigation finds 

some bags can shoot out metal shards. 

10/24/14 430pm 2:02 Newscast The newly constructed I57 interchange 

project will open to drivers tomorrow after 

a brief ceremony.  We get a preview. 

10/26/14 10pm 1:39 Newscast There’s evidence you can consider when 

you try and get a deal on a flight and there 

are bargains out there if you know when to 

shop. 

10/28/14 6pm 1:53 Newscast Passengers on board an Amtrak train that 

crashed into a cement truck finally arrived 

in Chicago today and we caught up with 

the passengers. 

10/31/14 430pm 2:04 Newscast A commuter plane crashed killing 68 

people 20 years ago today.  we look back 

on the anniversary and what was learned 

from the crash. 

11-12/2014 10 :30 PSA Texting & Driving Prevention/Ad Council 

– campaign targets adult drivers with a 

focus on texting & driving prevention. 

Adults live in a connected world where 

multitasking is the norm. This manifests in 

the care where they recognize texting & 

driving is dangerous, but do it anyway. 

11/5/14 5pm 2:26 Newscast We’re learning more about a 62yo woman 

who was struck and killed on a sidewalk 

during a crash between 2 cars. 

11/6/14 430pm 2:07 Newscast The use of hidden GPS system in financed 

cars is an industry practice but not 

something many people actually know 

about. 

11/9/14 945am 10-11 Newsviews Metra Chairman Martin Oberman joined us 

to discuss the proposed Metra rate hike, 

preparations for winter, etc 

11/13/14 5pm 2:34 Newscast Metra says it has a plan to keep trains 

moving during the cold winter months as 

they unveiled it today. 
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11/14/14 430pm 2:14 Newscast How much will the fare hike approved 

today by Metra board going to cost the 

average customer?  We take a look into the 

budget. 

11/18/14 10pm 1:44 Newscast A deadly plane crash near Midway airport.  

We’ve learned more on the pilot and what 

the issues were with the plane that had him 

trying to return shortly after taking off. 

11/18/14 5pm 2:40 Newscast Residents living near the crash scene of a 

plane crash today at Midway says it’s a 

scene that is all too familiar to them and 

live in worry about incidents.  

11/19/14 430pm 1:49 Newscast The airbag recall could grow by the 

millions in a significant policy shift as the 

US wants to know why some cars still have 

the faulty airbags. 

11/23/14 10pm 1:40 Newscast One of the busiest travel seasons on 

calendar is about to kick off and with an 

improved economy, the skies are expected 

to be filled with travelers. 

11/24/14 5pm 2:25 Newscast Many in the area are preparing to travel so 

what should people expect if they hit the 

roads or skies?  

11/24/14 5pm 2:36 Newscast There’s recommendations that were put out 

to make sure that the FAA facility that was 

sabotaged from a fire can’t happen again.   

11/30/14 10pm 3:51 Newscast The long  holiday weekend is wrapping up 

and people headed home are running into 

security issues at Midway airport as there 

doesn’t seem to be enough workers there to 

help move people through. 

12/1/14 10pm 1:56 Newscast Police are searching for a cab driver who 

crashed into a home.  We take a look at the 

man who was inside the home at the time 

and share his story. 

12/1/14 430pm 2:00 Newscast The overnight parking ban is now in effect 

in Chicago even if there is no snow on the 

ground and people are already getting 

ticketed and towed as a result. 
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12/3/14 4pm 1:55 Newscast Air bag maker Takata has defied a 

government midnight deadline and got a 

scolding today before a congressional 

committee. 

12/11/14 430pm 2:00 Newscast One of the biggest rail bottlenecks in the 

county now has a plan that might fix it.  

We share the details that the Metra board 

will officially unveil tomorrow. 

12/12/14 5pm 2:35 Newscast The fire that brought an FAA facility down 

a couple of months ago was the result of a 

bathroom motor fan.  However the FAA 

refused portions of our freedom of 

information requests looking into what will 

be done differently in the future. 

12/22/14 10pm 1:46 Newscast A woman was struck by a UPS truck 

tonight and rushed to the hospital.  We’re 

live on the scene with the breaking story. 

12/22/14 5pm 2:25 Newscast Renovations are now complete at a CTA 

train station and it’s welcome news to 

passengers who now get to use it again.  

12/22/14 5pm 2:02 Newscast The rain is just enough to slow down travel 

on the roads tonight as AAA says close to 

99 million Americans are taking to the 

roads for the holiday season today. 

12/28/14 10pm 2:47 Newscast There’s an urgent search for a missing 

plane that is presumed to have gone down 

near Asia tonight.  It was lost from radar. 

12/30/14 10pm 1:42 Newscast The search for AirAsia flight 8501 

continues.  Bodies and wreckage are 

starting to be found in the sea but the 

recovery effort is on hold because of bad 

weather there. 

12/30/14 10pm 2:03 Newscast Another Megabus crash in Indiana.  It’s the 

2
nd

 one this month and passengers say the 

driver was going too fast. 

12/31/14 430pm 1:55 Newscast Many people are making final preparations 

for their New Year’s plans but how will 

some get home?  One tow truck driver 

plans to donate his services and equipment 

making sure people don’t drink and drive 

tonight. 
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12/31/14 5pm 2:06 Newscast We’ve obtained exclusive photos of inside 

the Aurora air control facility that was 

badly damaged this fall from a fire.   
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10-11-12/2014 29 :30 :60 PSA Paralyzed Veterans Of America – The 

PSAs titled “family and caregiver” 

demonstrate how the organization works to 

ensure that our heroes receive the proper 

care, services, and support needed to 

rebuild their lives – all at no cost to the 

veteran.  

10/3/14 10pm 2:04 Newscast The family of Peter Kassig of Indiana fears 

he might be the next hostage executed by 

ISIS.  He was seen on an online video. 

10/4/14 10pm 2:35 Newscast Sometimes a t-shirt is more than just a shirt 

and at a Chicago company it’s a lifeline for 

veterans who need a  helping hand. 

10/6/14 10pm 2:08 Newscast We’re learning more about 19yo man 

charged with trying to join the terrorist 

group ISIS.  He supposedly wanted to leave 

his suburban home and travel overseas and 

join the group. 

10/7/14 5pm 2:40 Newscast It’s a hospital that has been under fire over 

long wait times for veterans and now there 

are changes coming at the top for Hines 

VA Hospital. 

10/13/14 430pm 2:05 Newscast Air strikes we’re being told are having a 

debilitating efforts on the militant and 

terror group ISIS. 



 50 

ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: TROOPS/WAR/TERRORISM 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

10/21/14 10pm 1:55 Newscast Should 3 American girls caught trying to 

join ISIS fighters in Syria be treated as 

misguided teens or potential terrorists?  

That’s the question being debated here. 

10/24/14 10pm 1:57 Newscast A new security measure on the CTA to try 

and prevent a terrorist attack.  It involves 

randomly screening passengers for 

explosives. 

10/27/14 430pm 1:55 Newscast Some Chicago area veterans are looking for 

companionship and they are getting the 

chance at getting new furry friends through 

the anti-cruelty society. 

11-12/2014 6 :30  :60 PSA PVA/Connect 360 – helping veterans gain 

confidence and take the next step towards a 

new career and a new life after serving 

their country. 2nd spot: assisting veterans 

to obtain their military benefits so they can 

focus on their rehabilitation. 

11-12/2014 9 :30 PSA U.S. Dept. Of Veterans Affairs – informing 

service members, veterans, and their 

families about the fully developed claims 

programs and claims and urging them to 

file 

11/3/14 430pm 2:35 Newscast A man accused of attempting to join the 

Islamic military terror group is ordered 

jailed until his trial. 

11/10/14 5pm 2:22 Newscast As the country prepares to honor the 

nation’s veterans, one of the biggest 

hurdles facing many who served the 

country is finding a job.  A veteran owned 

business organization is helping. 

11/11/14 5pm 2:25 Newscast A special ceremony was held at Soldier 

Field today to honor the nation’s veterans 

and active military members.   

11/26/14 4pm 1:54 Newscast Its that time of year to say thanks and for 

one WW2 veteran saying thanks is an easy 

thing to do with his history in the military. 

11/27/14 6pm 2:05 Newscast A church is giving back this Thanksgiving 

by hosting hundreds of US Navy recruits.  

We were there for the tradition. 
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12/2014 4 :60 PSA Emergency Preparedness/Ad Council – 

urging Americans to take steps to prepare 

for emergencies. Ultimately increasing the 

level of basic preparedness across the 

nation. 

12/9/14 10pm 2:29 Newscast US citizens in Pakistan tonight are warning 

about a potentially violent backlash now 

that details of post-911 interrogation 

techniques used on terror suspects were 

made public. 

12/16/14 10pm 2:01 Newscast Thousands of Pakistani Americans in the 

Chicago area are mourning the massacre of 

132 students in a terror attack there in at a 

school in Pakistan. 

12/17/14 10pm 2:01 Newscast The US government links North Korea to 

the cyber terror warfare against Sony 

pictures. 

12/18/14 5pm 2:15 Newscast The effort to stop young Americans from 

being recruited by terrorists as a new task 

force is working to combat extremists who 

target these people. 

12/22/14 10pm 2:09 Newscast A widespread internet outage is getting 

progressively worse as the President vowed 

the US will respond to any cyber terror 

attacks on US companies. 

12/25/14 10pm 2:20 Newscast The holiday season can be different if you 

are away from family and that’s the case 

for Newscast sailors who were given the 

best treatment today by local VFW 

members at their posts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 52 

VIOLENCE / CRIME 

  

ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV 

 

October 1 – December 31, 2014 Chicago 

 

CATEGORY: VIOLENCE/CRIME 

DATE 

 

TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION 

10/1/14 6pm 2:05 Newscast A community alert is issued after a woman 

was sexually assaulted.  Police are asking 

for help in searching for the offender. 

10/1/14 5pm 2:21 Newscast Police say a man with a gun may have tried 

to shut down operations at the Fox River 

water reclamation district facility.  The 

man is identified as a long time employee 

there. 

10/2/14 5pm 2:11 Newscast Streets around a business park remain 

closed while police try to determine why a 

man barricaded himself inside a business 

claiming he had explosives. 

10/3/14 10pm 2:06 Newscast If you’ve had something stolen you can get 

it back now that CPD have busted an 

alleged Eastern European crime ring. 

10/3/14 5pm 2:36 Newscast A musician who worked as a security guard 

is shot and killed while returning home 

from work. 

10/5/14 10pm 2:46 Newscast The parents of a Skokie murder victim are 

speaking out tonight.  They talked after 4 

young men were charged with killing their 

son. 

10/6/14 10pm 1:35 Newscast The new search for a man whose been 

attacking women on the Sauganash Trail as 

police lead a community walk through the 

area. 

10/6/14 5pm 2:30 Newscast A major mystery as a dismembered 

remains of a man were found wrapped in 

plastic and a blanket inside a garage. 

10/7/14 6pm 1:52 Newscast A sexual assault in a Cook County forest 

preserve is being reported and police have 

issued an alert with a sketch for the alleged 

offender. 

10/8/14 10pm 2:25 Newscast We get an inside look in the building where 

a shootout left one man dead and a Chicago 

police officer wounded.   

10/8/14 5pm 2:04 Newscast A guilty verdict for the man accused of 

being the ringleader in a gruesome double 

murder in Joliet. 
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10/9/14 6pm 2:03 Newscast There’s been a shooting at a CTA blue line 

station in the loop.  No one was hit but 

police are looking for the shooter. 

10/9/14 5pm 2:40 Newscast Charges are filed tonight against the man 

accused of shooting a Chicago police 

captain during a 6hr standoff and we’re 

learning more about the case against him. 

10/10/14 10pm 1:49 Newscast The man who murdered suburban teen 

Kelly O’Laughlin  when she interrupted a 

home burglary is sentenced to the 

maximum 160 years in prison. 

10/10/14 5pm 3:13 Newscast The mother of the CTA blue line shooting 

offender is talking with us now about the 

charges filed against him.  She says he has 

mental issues. 

10/11/14 10pm 2:27 Newscast A 79yo woman is recovering after being 

stabbed in a suburban grocery store.  Police 

are calling it a hate crime. 

10/12/14 10pm 2:31 Newscast The victim of a sexual assault on a 

suburban college campus is sharing her 

story with us. Police are still looking for 

the offender. 

10/13/14 10pm 1:51 Newscast The search is one for an armed and 

dangerous bank robber who fired his gun 

inside a bank in Orland Park.  No one was 

injured. 

10/13/14 5pm 2:30 Newscast A Chicago police officer is shot and 

wounded during a deadly standoff last 

week and tonight a detective is talking with 

us about that shooting he was involved in. 

10/14/14 430pm 2:25 Newscast 2 teens from Guatamala are arrested in 

Iowa on carjacking charges but it was from 

an immigration housing facility here in 

Chicago that they ran from and started their 

crime spree. 

10/15/14 5pm 2:28 Newscast We talk with a woman who is leading the 

campaign against people who grope others 

on CTA trains and buses. 

10/16/14 10pm 2:23 Newscast The end of a massive search for a man 

accused of shooting 2 sheriff’s deputies.  

Scott Peters opened fire on the officers who 

responded to a domestic call. 
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10/17/14 430pm 2:35 Newscast The alleged gunman of shooting 2 sheriff’s 

deputies is being held on $1 million bond 

after being in court today.  We learn more 

about his personal history during that 

appearance.  

10/19/14 10pm 2:41 Newscast No charges yet but a man is in custody after 

the bodies of 4 women were found in 

Northwest Indiana. 

10/20/14 10pm 4:57 Newscast 7 women.  That’s how many victims police 

have linked to  a suspected serial killer 

Darren Vann in Northwest Indiana. 

10/21/14 5pm 2:36 Newscast What kind of person is a serial killer?  We 

get an inside look into the mind of these 

predators thanks to some experts who have 

studied them. 

10/22/14 10pm 1:25 Newscast A shooting outside an auto supply store just 

happened that injured at least 2 people and 

police in Chicago are arriving on scene. 

10/22/14 6pm 2:31 Newscast New charges are filed against suspected 

Indiana serial killer Darren Vann. He’s 

been officially charged with 2 murders and 

suspected in as many as 5 others. 

10/23/14 430pm 2:35 Newscast Family members are remembering a young 

woman shot and killed while sitting in her 

apartment building.   

10/24/14 10pm 1:37 Newscast Federal agents are raiding a string of 

popular restaurants in Chicago’s 

Chinatown neighborhood.  We’re live on 

the scene. 

10/24/14 6pm 2:23 Newscast Family and friends are showing their 

support for an off duty officer who was 

shot this morning during an attempted 

robbery.   

10/25/14 5pm 2:15 Newscast A 13yo boy is shot to death in Northwest 

Indiana.  Neighbors say the suspect took 

his anger out on the teen after his home 

was burglarized.  

10/28/14 5pm 1:52 Newscast They’re getting ready to hit the streets on 

bikes and we were there as police officers 

newest bike patrol cops were put through a 

special training regimen. 
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10/28/14 5pm 2:49 Newscast She was attacked on her porch and 

assaulted and tonight she’s talking 

exclusively to us and has a message for 

other women who might be in danger. 

10/28/14 430pm 2:35 Newscast A series of burglaries in one north shore 

community has residents of Winnetka on 

edge tonight. 

10/29/14 430pm 2:45 Newscast Last week he refused to speak during his 

court appearance, today he answers 

questions posed to him by the judge in the 

latest charges against Northwest Indiana’s 

serial killer.  

10/30/14 6pm 1:43 Newscast A courtroom attack on a Cook County 

judge happened today.  the suspect was 

being escorted out of the courtroom when 

he broke free and jumped onto the judge 

and attacked him. 

10/30/14 5pm 1:51 Newscast A doctor says his car was shot at with some 

sort of pellet gun while driving along the 

expressway.  Police are saying there 

appears to be other similar cases. 

10/30/14 430pm 2:10 Newscast Chicago’s top cop again faced skeptical 

lawmakers at City Hall today during the 

budget hearings.  He says he’s reducing 

crime in Chicago but needs more money to 

keep the city safe. 

10/31/14 430pm 1:58 Newscast An off duty Chicago police officer is 

beaten in the loop parking garage and 

police have released surveillance pictures 

of several suspects. 

11/1/14 10pm 2:15 Newscast A suspect in the beating of an off-duty 

police sergeant is talking to us exclusively. 

The offender says the incident began when 

the officer allegedly used a racial slur 

towards him. 

11/3/14 10pm 1:34 Newscast We’re getting a look at 2 men wanted for 

beating and sexually assaulting 2 women.  

Police released pictures in hopes that 

someone recognizes them. 

11/4/14 430pm 1:58 Newscast Bethany Mckee was sentenced to life in 

prison today for the brutal murders of 2 

people in a Joliet home. 
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11/4/14 4pm 2:05 Newscast A warning tonight to women about men 

with guns approaching them after they get 

out of their cars and robbing them. 

11/5/14 430pm 2:15 Newscast A series of early morning smash and grabs 

are leading police in one town to issue a 

warning to residents. 

11/6/14 5pm 2:26 Newscast Trials are underway now for 2 men accused 

of shooting and killing Chicago police 

officer Thomas Wortham. He was gunned 

in front of his parent’s home. 

11/7/14 430pm 2:29 Newscast The so called Bully Bandit has struck again 

as the suspect is now linked to 3 more 

robberies. 

11/8/14 5pm 2:23 Newscast A Chicago mother is in mourning after her 

15yo son is shot and killed while visiting a 

friend.  The bullet came in through the 

window. 

11/10/14 6pm 1:57 Newscast Police are searching for clues and suspects 

after a pizza delivery driver is shot during a 

robbery attempt. 

11/12/14 10pm 1:41 Newscast They’re called the Wicker Park Stroller 

Gang as thieves with a baby are caught on 

camera while targeting a restaurant.  

11/12/14 10pm 1:54 Newscast Two women leaving a nightclub are both 

sexually assaulted and one suspect has 

already been arrested. 

11/12/14 430pm 2:02 Newscast Joshua Miner is sentenced to life in prison 

for his part in a double murder in Joliet last 

year. 

11/13/14 10pm 2:01 Newscast Guilty verdicts for 2 men on trial for the 

murder of a Chicago police officer.  The 2 

acted as lookouts for the triggerman who 

shot and killed Officer Wortham. 

11/13/14 6pm 1:30 Newscast Two people are shot in the garage of a 

shopping mall.  We’re live on the scene 

with the breaking story. 

11/14/14 5pm 2:41 Newscast The trial of a man accused of ordering a 

building set on fire starts today.  7 people 

died in the blaze that Lawrence Myers 

owned a building at. 
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11/19/14 10pm 1:58 Newscast A rash of burglaries in five western suburbs 

and police are questioning whether they are 

related or committed by the same 

perpetrators. 

11/19/14 6pm 2:23 Newscast The search for suspects after one person is 

killed and 3 others wounded when their car 

is riddled with bullets at a Chicago 

intersection. 

11/19/14 5pm 2:21 Newscast Newly released surveillance video from a 

hospital that was the scene of a fatal police 

shooting.  Police shot the man saying he 

was armed with a gun following an 

accident that brought him there. 

11/19/14 430pm 2:15 Newscast A veterinarian now faced felony charges 

after his animal hospital is shutdown 

because of deplorable conditions. 

11/19/14 430pm 2:35 Newscast A violent confrontation during an 

attempted robbery in a bakery as the owner 

shoots one armed robber but the other 

suspect escapes. 

11/20/14 6pm 1:55 Newscast A man tracked down his estranged wife at a 

home where she was hiding and beat her to 

death. 

11/21/14 10pm 2:07 Newscast There’s hope tonight that the hatchet attack 

on a woman may encourage people in 

similar situations to get help.  The husband 

is now accused of murder. 

11/26/14 10pm 2:04 Newscast Surveillance video of the latest smash and 

grab burglary gives us an incident look at 

how thieves are targeting high end stores 

and whether they are part of a larger string. 

11/27/14 10pm 2:25 Newscast Police are investigating another smash and 

grab at a clothing store as the thieves 

slammed their truck through the store’s 

back wall to gain access. 

11/28/14 10pm 1:51 Newscast 2 people are shot inside the Nordstrom’s 

department store on the Mag Mile.  The 

store has been evacuated. 

11/29/14 10pm 2:42 Newscast A day after a deadly shooting inside the 

Nordstrom’s store we’ve learned more 

about the victim and the man who opened 

fire. 
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12/1/14 10pm 2:02 Newscast Police are warning delivery customers to 

watch out for thieves as some holiday gifts 

are being stolen from people’s porches. 

12/2/14 10pm 1:53 Newscast Multiple people have been shot in suburban 

Riverdale.  The suspect then left with 2 

children before being arrested after a police 

pursuit. 

12/3/14 10pm 1:29 Newscast The restaurant employee who came face to 

face with a man on the run after an alleged 

attack involving a woman he encountered 

on the CTA. 

12/3/14 6pm 2:44 Newscast A warning tonight about a series of armed 

robberies as some victims were set up 

through social media contact. 

12/4/14 5pm 2;18 Newscast There are changes in the boot camp at the 

county jail as part of some prisoner’s 

preparations for re-entry into society.  

12/5/14 10pm 1:29 Newscast A man along an Amtrak train from Chicago 

to Michigan has stabbed a number of 

passengers including the conductor. 

12/7/14 10pm 2:25 Newscast We’re learning more about how a federal 

DEA agent was injured while trying to 

make an arrest in Chicago. 

12/6/14 10pm 2:11 Newscast A vigil is held tonight for a Loyola student 

killed in a robbery attempt.  It happened 

last night on a street near the campus. 

12/6/14 10pm 2:18 Newscast A double tragedy as a 6yo boy shot to death 

just months after his mother was killed in a 

shooting on a Chicago expressway. 

12/8/14 10pm 1:37 Newscast Surveillance video reminds us why its so 

important to take extra precautions if 

you’re having packages delivered at your 

home as we see robbers taking items from 

people’s porches. 

12/9/14 10pm 1:53 Newscast There’s an investigation into why an 84yo 

man fired a gun outside City Hall triggering 

a hail of bullets from him and from police 

who killed him. 

12/9/14 6pm 2:31 Newscast  Police are searching for suspects in the 

shooting of a man just doing his job and 

police say he was not the intended target. 
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12/9/14 6pm 1:58 Newscast We are searching for clues and suspects in 

a shooting aboard a CTA bus.  2 teens are 

being treated at the hospital. 

12/9/14 5pm 2:50 Newscast  Police are investigating claims made by a 

woman who says she was raped by a driver 

she hired through Uber. 

12/10/14 6pm 2:27 Newscast A businessman was sentenced to 60 years 

in prison for the murder of his wife.  He’s 

the father of a Northwestern quarterback 

and popular sports reporter. 

12/11/14 10pm 1:35 Newscast Police are searching for two men seen in a 

video slapping and harassing a CTA 

passenger.  

12/11/14 6pm 2:01 Newscast A former police officer has been sentenced 

to life in prison for plotting what the judge 

called a barbaric crime.  He was convicted 

of planning to kidnap and dismember 

another man. 

12/11/14 5pm 2:40 Newscast The search is on for suspects in a deadly hit 

and run accident that left a 65yo woman 

dead. 

12/12/14 10pm 2:12 Newscast Charges are filed tonight against 3 men in 

connection with the murder of a father of 

four. He was shot and killed outside his 

home. 

12/13/14 10pm 2:36 Newscast New developments in the investigation into 

the murder of a 15yo boy killed in what 

appears to be a robbery attempt. 

12/14/14 10pm 1:47 Newscast Thieves are trolling neighborhoods stealing 

holiday packages and some people are so 

fed up with them that they taking action to 

stop it. 

12/14/14 10pm 2:25 Newscast There’s been an arrest in the murder of a 

15yo boy who was killed when he refused 

to give up his coat.  The suspect is another 

teen. 

12/15/14 10pm 1:59 Newscast Just days after his twin brother was shot 

and killed during an attempted robbery, a 

high school basketball player took to the 

court. 
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12/17/14 6pm 2:10 Newscast The wife of a gun victim is asking for 

anyone with information into the shooting 

to come forward and help her with the case. 

12/17/14 430pm 2:25 Newscast  A number of dogs were recovered after 

their rescue from a facility that police say 2 

men allegedly mistreated them.  Some of 

the dogs were dead. 

12/18/14 6pm 2:16 Newscast The same thieves may have struck again as 

we look at security video at a cellphone 

store that was robbery for the 2
nd

 time in a 

week. 

12/18/14 5pm 2;25 Newscast A suburban doctor has been charged with 

sexually assaulting a couple of patients 

during office visits. 

12/19/14 10pm 1:49 Newscast A security guard is shot outside a cellphone 

store.  It’s just one of several shooting 

across the city tonight. 

12/20/14 10pm 2:25 Newscast Mayor Emanuel is on vacation but last 

night they were dealing with his son being 

robbed and injured during an incident just 

down the street from their home. 

12/21/14 10pm 2:39 Newscast The search for a murder suspect as a party 

in a basement of a home with more than 

100 people turned violent. 

12/22/14 5pm 2:42 Newscast A community mourns the loss of a man 

shot and killed at a construction site.  He 

was working to rehab a home when he was 

struck by a stray bullet. 

12/23/14 5pm 2:30 Newscast Surveillance video caught some people 

playing the role of the Grinch as they stole 

holiday decorations from a suburban home. 

12/24/14 10pm 1:54 Newscast A family is grieving tonight after their son 

who dressed as Santa and gave his friends 

safe rides home was hit and killed by a 

drunk driver. 

12/24/14 10pm 2:11 Newscast A community came to support a family 

whose home was struck by thieves days 

before Christmas taking all their presents.  

12/26/14 10pm 1:31 Newscast A brawl broke out at Navy Pier during the 

family friendly Winter Wonderfest.  

Several people are injured. 
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12/26/14 6pm 1:38 Newscast A robbery ends in a shootout between a 

convenience store owner and 2 armed 

gunmen.  

12/27/14 10pm 2:09 Newscast A mall has been evacuated after a huge 

fight broke out inside Chicago Ridge Mall 

and police are on the scene. 
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10-11-12/2014 65 :10  :30  :60 PSA NCPC (Nat’l Crime Prevention Council) 

encouraging current and prospective 

firearm owners to safely lock up their 

weapons when they’re not in use. 

10/1/14 4pm 1:50 Newscast History is moving down the street as the 

Harriet Rees coach house was moved off its 

foundation onto a new foundation in 

another location.   

10/2/14 10pm 1:39 Newscast A cyberattack compromised customer 

information for more than 80 million 

households and small business and the 

target was JP Morgan Chase. 

10/3/14 430pm 1:53 Newscast In less than 2 weeks, 150 world renowned 

speakers converge in Chicago with one 

goal, discuss good ideas during Chicago’s 

Ideas Week. 

10/4/14 10pm 2:02 Newscast Organizers of a first of its kind event 

tonight hoped for better weather as they put 

on a display remembering the Great 

Chicago Fire. 

10/6/14 6pm 2:22 Newscast We’ve learned that 2 people killed in a car 

crash were nuns who worked at a hospital.  

The 3
rd

 person killed was the wrong way 

driver in the crash. 
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10/6/14 430pm 2:04 Newscast The Columbus Day parade is 1 week from 

today and the parade will honor Italians 

who provided shelter to Jews during the 

Holocaust. 

10/7/14 10pm 1:50 Newscast Chicago police have been gathering outside 

Stroger hospital where the captain who was 

shot is being treated.  

10/7/14 5pm 2:30 Newscast The Chicago Marathon steps off this 

Sunday and participants are being reminded 

about strict security measures for it. 

10/7/14 430pm 1:57 Newscast Some of Chicago’s heroes from police and 

fire departments were singled out today for 

their bravery in the line of duty. 

10/7/14 4pm 2:00 Newscast It might just be the most tumultuous year in 

recent American history as a new exhibit 

opens telling the story of the year 1968. 

10/8/14 4pm 1:54 Newscast A new exhibit that opened up at the 

Museum of Science and Industry has the 

stars being math and the universe. 

10/9/14 10pm 2:07 Newscast The fallout from a claim by former Bears 

GM that the NFL hid hundreds of domestic 

violence cases during his 30 years in the 

league. 

 

10/9/14 

 

6pm 

 

1:51 

 

Newscast 

 

The Chicago International Film Festival 

launches its 50
th

 anniversary celebration 

and some stars are joining the party. 

10/9/14 5pm 2:05 Newscast The 37
th

 annual Chicago Marathon kicks 

off this Sunday and runners everywhere 

from around the globe are in Chicago 

getting ready for it. 

10/10/14 5pm 2:53 Newscast We’re hearing from the father of a woman 

paralyzed in a crash that prosecutors say 

involved a drunk driver and she was a 

passenger in the car. 

10/12/14 10pm 1:48 Newscast Today was the Chicago Marathon and it 

couldn’t have gone better for the runners 

especially those from Kenya who won. 

10/12/14 10pm 2:04 Newscast The 4
th

 annual Chicago Ideas Week kicks 

off tomorrow and a rare chance to interact 

with some of the world’s best well known 

thinkers. 
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10/13/14 6pm 2:05 Newscast The Chicago executive who was wounded 

in a Loop office shooting by a former 

employee has died from the injuries 

suffered from the July shooting. 

10/13/14 4pm 2:07 Newscast Some of the world’s best minds are here for 

the first day of the Chicago Ideas Week and 

one item we feature is technology like 3d 

printing. 

10/15/14 4pm 1:58 Newscast A giant sign on top of the Allerton Hotel 

read Tip Top Tap and its been closed since 

1961 but this weekend you can drop in for 

a visit. 

10/16/14 5pm 2:10 Newscast The drug that’s helping to slow the deadly 

effects of heroin use in Dupage County as 

officials there say more than 2 dozen heroin 

overdoses were stopped by police officers.   

10/17/14 10pm 1:49 Newscast The coast guard’s response after a barge 

broke free from its mooring and sank and 

we are live on the scene. 

10/17/14 4pm 2:28 Newscast 2 women killed in a late night fire but this 

may not have been an accident as police 

believe it might have been intentionally set. 

10/18/14 5pm 1:53 Newscast A funeral today for Stephen Lavoie who 

died this week.  It came 2 months after he 

was shot in a loop office building by a 

disgruntled employee who then killed 

himself. 

10/20/14 6pm 2:02 Newscast Cardinal George will be stepping down as 

Archbishop of Chicago and he sat down 

with us 1-on-1 and talked candidly about 

his future. 

10/22/14 10pm 2:15 Newscast We talk 1on1 with the Gary mayor about 

challenges she has faced in office from 

stamping down crime, the recent serial 

killer, schools, and abandoned buildings. 

10/22/14 5pm 2:42 Newscast The investigation into the Indian suspected 

serial killer has led Cook County sheriff to 

have his deputies search a series of 

abandoned buildings here in Illinois. 

10/27/14 10pm 1:56 Newscast The mother of a child hurt in a roof 

collapse shares their story with us.  The 4yo 

girl is being treated at the hospital tonight. 
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10/28/14 6pm 2:26 Newscast Owners of older hi-rise buildings now have 

until the new year to bring them up to the 

current fire code.  Hi-rises built before 

1975 have been given extra time to retrofit 

their buildings but the city now says no 

more extensions will be given. 

10/28/14 5pm 2:40 Newscast They say they underwent heart surgeries 

they did not need and dozens of people are 

joining a lawsuit targeting 3 NW Indiana 

cardiologists. 

10/29/14 5pm 2:36 Newscast Final preparations are underway for Nik 

Wallenda’s walk across the Chicago river 

Sunday night as cameras crews are 

preparing for the live walk. 

10/29/14 4pm 1:59 Newscast Halloween is just 2 days away and for the 

costume procrastinators, there’s still time to 

find the perfect costume. 

10/30/14 10pm 1:17 Newscast A Chicago man who once confessed to a 

double murder is out of prison tonight.  

Alstory Simon was freed after serving 15 

years in prison. 

10/30/14 10pm 1:09 Newscast We catch up with daredevil Nik Wallenda 

as he prepares for his Sunday high-wire act 

in Chicago.  

10/31/14 6pm 2:05 Newscast The next Archbishop of Chicago Blasé 

Cupich is a humble man who drives 

himself around the Diocese of Spokane 

Washington.  We visit him there for a 

discussion. 

 

10/31/14 

 

5pm 

 

2:20 

 

Newscast 

 

There are plenty of spots where people can 

come downtown and watch Nik Wallenda’s 

walk on a tight rope Sunday. 

11/1/14 10pm 2:07 Newscast A 90yo man died and his wife is seriously 

injured after being trapped by flames in 

their home. 

11/2/14 10pm 5:00 Newscast Nik Wallenda did it.  He walked on a 

tightrope across the Chicago River and then 

on another rope blind folded from one 

building to another. 

11/6/14 6pm 2:52 Newscast The Chicago Archdiocese releases files on 

dozens of priest accused in sex abuse cases.   
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11/6/14 4pm :58 Newscast Crews moved in to chop down a very old 

and tall tree today as an Elgin family were 

declared the winners of this year’s Chicago 

Christmas tree contest. 

11/8/14 5pm 2:24 Newscast An accident on a bike trail as a woman is 

dead after the tree fell on her during a fast 

moving storm.  For the first time, her 

husband is talking. 

11/10/14 6pm 3:10 Newscast Chicago’s current and future top Roman 

Catholic leaders are both in Baltimore 

tonight attending the American Catholic 

Bishops meeting and we are there live. 

11/11/14 10pm 1:53 Newscast A warning tonight for pet owners after a 

suburban dog eat tainted treats that police 

say were poisoned. 

11/12/14 5pm 2:38 Newscast There’s a property dispute involving a 

suburban Sikh temple that was gutted by a 

fire last night.  ATF is investigating the 

cause.  

11/12/14 430pm 1:58 Newscast A Brookfield Zoo organutan is only 

10months old but already has had 3 

different mothers.  The young ape has 

never experienced motherly love until now. 

11/13/14 10pm 1:27 Newscast In 5 days, Chicago next Archbishop will be 

installed.  He arrived into Chicago tonight.  

11/13/14 430pm 2:15 Newscast John Cleese stopped by our studio for an 

interview about his life and his new book 

that tells about his rise into comedy. 

11/13/14 430pm 3:15 Newscast A lawsuit has been filed aimed at stopping 

construction of the new George Lucas 

Museum and plans to put it along the 

lakefront. 

11/14/14 430pm 1:55 Newscast As some Catholics mark the end of the 

Cardinal George era, others are looking 

forward to the new leader taking over. 

11/16/14 5pm 2:40 Newscast We’re 2 days away from the installation but 

today it was about Cardinal George as he 

said his final mass at Holy Name 

Cathedral. 

11/17/14 10pm 4:00 Newscast A service tonight sets into motion a transfer 

of power to the next spiritual leader of 

more than 2 million Catholics in Chicago. 
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11/18/14 10pm 4:20 Newscast Blasé Cupich was installed this afternoon 

during a mass and he says he plans to go 

straight into work and help area Catholics.  

11/19/14 10pm 1:31 Newscast Four people are in critical condition after 

being found unconscious.  It’s believed 

they suffered CO poisoning after using a 

hot stove to heat a home. 

11/19/14 430pm 1:45 Newscast The new Archbishop didn’t waste time 

today in getting to work as he said mass 

this morning and then met with people 

around Chicago. 

11/20/14 5pm 2:30 Newscast Northwestern University is holding a 

special ceremony tonight for James Foley.  

He was the journalist killed by terror group 

ISIS. 

11/20/14 430pm 2:56 Newscast Mike Nichols died suddenly last  night and 

we take a closer look at his career in film 

and music and his connections to Chicago. 

11/21/14 430pm 2:25 Newscast For the first time we are hearing the frantic 

911 call following the deadly crash where 2 

nuns were killed.   

11/23/14 5pm 2:05 Newscast Fire investigators are trying to figure out 

what sparked a fire in a bar that killed 32 

horses up in suburban Woodstock. 

11/23/14 5pm 3:10 Newscast Chicago’s Archbishop visited a church 

today that was hit hard by the priest sex 

abuse scandal and apologizes for the 

Archdiocese’s lack of immediate response. 

11/25/14 430pm 1:45 Newscast The switch was thrown that lit the City of 

Chicago’s Christmas tree in Daley Plaza.  

We were there for the celebration. 

11/25/14 430pm 2:35 Newscast We take a closer look at the grand jury 

evidence that was considered in the 

Michael Brown case as well as what the 

role of grand juries are. 

11/26/14 6pm 2:14 Newscast The Cubs say weather and other problems 

have delayed renovations on the ballpark.  

That means the bleachers won’t be ready 

for the home opener. 

11/27/14 5pm 1:33 Newscast Families turned out in force this morning 

coming downtown to catch this year’s 

annual Thanksgiving Day parade.  
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12/2014 4 :15 PSA Financial Literacy/Ad Council – show 

young adults that some of their peers are 

making smart money management 

decisions and succeeding in saving money.  

12/1/14 430pm 1:40 Newscast Sony says they are working with the US to 

see if there’s a possible link with North 

Korea and the hacking the company faced.  

12/2/14 10pm 1:42 Newscast Crews tonight remain at the scene of a 

south side house explosion that was caught 

on camera. 

12/2/14 4pm 1:57 Newscast If you’re walking through the loop these 

days you’re looking for something good to 

eat you should check out the annual 

Christkindlmarket that opened up at Daley 

Plaza. 

12/4/14 6pm 2:22 Newscast It’s been a rough season for the Bears and 

their fans as the team prepares to play on 

national TV.  We talk with fans before and 

after the game. 

12/4/14 5pm 2:25 Newscast The Wrigley Field renovation will proceed 

but with smaller and fewer signs in the 

outfield.  The changes were following 

negotiations with the National Park Service 

on tax credits. 

12/5/14 430pm 2:20 Newscast A password is not enough protection for 

your personal info as a second layer of 

security is not needed to block thieves from 

hacking your email or social media 

accounts. 

12/9/14 5pm 1:57 Newscast We take a look at the penthouse over at 

Trump tower that one man paid for costing 

him several millions of dollars and the 

highest property purchase in Chicago. 

12/10/14 10pm 1:53 Newscast We’re getting a new look at a huge fire that 

destroyed a restaurant called Chicago 

Firehouse.  It used to be in an old firehouse. 

12/10/14 5pm 2:11 Newscast Cardinal George was the focus of today’s 

city council meeting in Chicago as he was 

awarded the city’s highest honor. 
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12/10/14 430pm 1:55 Newscast We take a look at the man who has become 

the official historian for all things Rudolph 

the Red Nosed Reindeer as the TV special 

celebrates 50 years. 

12/11/14 10pm 2:11 Newscast Thousands of pilgrims are gathering to 

honor Our Lady of Guadalupe tonight and 

the Archbishop will say midnight mass 

there.  

12/13/14 10pm 1:31 Newscast Thousands sat for the initial firefighter test 

today. it’s the first time it has been offered 

since 2006.  

12/14/14 10pm 1:57 Newscast Archbishop Cupich celebrated mass today 

at St Hyacinth Basilica which has one of 

the largest polish parishes in the country. 

12/17/14 5pm 2:50 Newscast We talk with CPD Capt Ed Kuliba who 

was shot 2 months ago and talks about his 

recovery. 

12/18/14 6pm 1:43 Newscast We’re hearing from Bears QB Jay Cutler 

for the first time tonight following word 

that he’s being benched for the backup 

going into this weekend’s game. 

12/18/14 4pm 2:00 Newscast The newest addition to the Chicago Skyline 

comes another step closer to reality today 

as the Wanda Vista project was officially 

unveiled.  

12/19/14 5pm 2:50 Newscast A settlement is reached in the deadly stage 

collapse at the Indiana State Fair back in 

2011.  The collapse was captured on video 

and we hear from a survivor. 

12/19/14 430pm 2:05 Newscast The city has a deal that many residents 

can’t refuse.  Vacant residential lots are 

being sold for as little as $1.  

12/23/14 10pm 1:26 Newscast Suburban firefighters shared the true 

meaning of Christmas with a family whose 

relative was gunned down during a robbery. 

12/23/14 10pm 2:13 Newscast The film that triggered an international 

incident with North Korea will now be 

shown on select theaters on Christmas Day 

after all.   
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12/23/14 4pm 1:50 Newscast Santa Claus comes in all different shapes 

and sizes and today he was dressed as 

firefighters as they visited a hospital to 

present gifts to the kids there. 

12/24/14 5pm 2:36 Newscast Archbishop Cupich had a busy Christmas 

Eve today as he visited kids at Lurie’s 

Children’s hospital today and then said 

midnight mass. 

12/25/14 10pm 2:23 Newscast A trip to the movie theater is a Christmas 

tradition for some but others made a special 

visit to see the movie “The Interview” and 

what all the fuss is about. 

12/26/14 10pm 2:08 Newscast A number of homes were without heat 

tonight as a gas main was damaged.  We 

talk with residents affected. 

12/29/14 6pm 2:07 Newscast Four workers were injured when a steel 

girder collapsed to the ground at the site of 

a construction accident. 

12/29/14 6pm 5:30 Newscast The search has begun for a new Bears 

coach and GM as the current ones were 

both fired by management. 

12/29/14 430pm 2:10 Newscast Sen Kirk is leading an effort to save lives 

lost to heroin overdoses in the area.  The 

senator wants to put a life saving drug in 

the hands of first responders.  

12/30/14 6pm 2:15 Newscast A lot of people are preparing to head to a 

hotel or banquet hall and celebrate the New 

Year.  We explore all the preparations that 

go into the parties. 

12/30/14 5pm 2:36 Newscast The new law that is set to go into effect 

will impact several high rises in Chicago 

for not being up to code for fire safety 

standards. 

12/30/14 5pm 2:37 Newscast A 71yo woman is recovering tonight after 

being attacked by 2 large German 

Shepherds.   

12/31/14 10pm 2:13 Newscast Navy Pier is the epicenter of Chicago’s 

New Year’s celebrations tonight and for 

many the highlight is the fireworks that will 

be shot off there at midnight. 
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12/31/14 6pm 2:13 Newscast Investigators are looking for a cause of a 

fire that destroyed 3 restaurants and a 

cellphone store.  Firefighters had to deal 

with the flames and also some very cold 

weather. 

 


