
 

 

 

Issues Programs List 

Quarterly Issues Programs List 

Stations:  

WPDH, WPDA, WCZX, WEOK, WKXP, WZAD, WRRV, WWRB  

April 1, 2020 through June 30, 2020 

Section I. Issues 

The station has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

• Community Awareness: People’s lives were severely interrupted by the COVID 19 pandemic. 
Many people were forced to change their lives quickly and drastically. Staying home with children 
out of school. Working from home. So many aspects of our lives were closed down. Tracking the 
progress of how the Hudson Valley was reacting to the Coronavirus with updates from community 
leaders was highly important.  

• Physical Health Awareness: Stress and other factors are playing a role in how we deal with the 
COVID 19 Outbreak.  Self-Care, healthy choices and physical activities have become a priority in 
dealing with the pandemic. Eating better exercise and being aware of our overall wellness has 
become more important than ever during this time.  

• Mental Health Awareness: Mental health continues to be a big concern in the Hudson Valley. 
The COVID - 19 Pandemic has had a direct effect on how people feel and cope. Making people 
aware of help that is available in our community continues to be a necessity.   

• Ecotourism Safety: Over the past year there have been numerous injuries, even death, at some 
of the Hudson Valley’s best-known Ecotourism destinations. The need for trail awareness and 
outdoor preparedness is growing.  The COVID 19 Pandemic and The Stay Home policy enacted 
during New York on Pause has led to more people exploring outdoors and has caused new 
concerns.  

• Local Economy: This quarter the local economy was directly affected by the COVID 19 
Pandemic. Unemployment in the Hudson Valley increased. Business closures and people working 
from home caused spending habits to change resulting in a shift in the local economy. New York 
on Pause also had an effect the Hudson Valley tourism dollar.  

• Youth Growth Improvement: The Hudson Valley is an area with a growing youth population. 
Programs that help educate and improve our local youth are becoming more important for not just 
for the younger population but also for youth relations in the community. COVID 19 had a direct 
effect of some programs.  



Section II. Responsive Programs 
“In Touch” is a locally produced public affairs program that runs on all eight Poughkeepsie stations.   

The program airs every Sunday on WPDH and WPDA at 5am, WKXP and WEOK at 6am, WRRV and 
WRRB at 6:30am, and WCZX and WZAD at 11pm  

 
Date(s) 
Aired 

Description of Issue Discussed Duration  

4/5/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Community Awareness: Paty Quyn and Rick Knight hosted 
the show which ran during COVID 19 week 3 New York on 
Pause. The show focused on community concerns with the 
Coronavirus and the progress being made to understand how 
long the “shutdown” might last. The show included a clip from 
Governor Cuomo press conference discussing the apex and 
curve of the Coronavirus, the effect of New York on Pause on 
people’s lives including wearing masks. They also shared 
comments from Archbishop of New York Timothy Dolan 
regarding access to Easter services. With churches closed.   
 

27:22 

4/12/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Physical Health Awareness: Paty Quyn and Rick Knight 
hosted the COVID 19 Update week 4 New York on Pause. The 
show focused on how we need to be aware that this time can 
be stressful and lead to health concerns for everyone not just 
people with preexisting conditions. They Talk with guest 
Danielle Schulka the Development Director for the Heart 
Association. They discussed the ongoing need to address 
heart disease during the COVID 19 outbreak. Including how 
people with heart disease can be very vulnerable to the virus. 
They also discussed the Annual Dutchess Ulster Heart Walk 
had become a virtual event out of necessity.  
 

29:20 

4/19 Our Locally produced public affairs program discussed Local 
Economy: Paty Quyn and Rick Knight hosted COVID 19 
update week 5 New York on Pause. The hosts discussed how 
the Coronavirus was affecting local businesses. The New York 
on Pause policy had resulted in many local small businesses 
being closed and the hope for them to reopen would depend 
on find a cure and testing. The show included comments made 
by New York’s Governor Cuomo during a press conference 
from earlier in the week. The statements discussed insurance 
covering testing costs and funding for testing, along with other 
things that would need to be put in place for businesses to 
reopen.  
 

29:10 

4/26 4-26 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Physical Health Awareness: Paty Quyn hosted COVID 19 
week 6 New York on Pause. The host spoke with Stephen 
Colvin the Director of Development for the American Heart 
Association's Tri County Virtual Walk and 5K fun run that 
serves Orange, Rockland and Sullivan counties. The 

28:49 



discussion included the stress the virus was causing on people 
of all ages and that heart health was more important than ever 
for young and old. They discussed ways to walk of stress and 
other things people could do to be good to their heart during 
the outbreak of the Coronavirus.  
 

5/3/2020 5-3 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Mental Health Awareness: Paty Quyn hosted COVID 19 
week 7 of New York on Pause. The host talked with Kimberly 
Childs and her Husband James. They are the owner operators 
of Making Strides Therapeutic Horsemanship. Kim is the 
Executive Director of the nonprofit who had just recently made 
a trip to a long-term living facility for the elderly with their 
therapeutic horses. The discussion focused on the benefit the 
therapy animals have on people helping with their feelings of 
stress, anxiety and depression during isolation as a result of 
the COVID 19 outbreak. And how interacting with the horses 
brought relief and joy to population even if it was only a window 
visit.  
 

30:36 

5/10/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Community Awareness: Paty Quyn hosted COVID Week 8 of 
New York on Pause. The host moderated previously recorded 
interviews the touch on how the community was dealing with 
two months of shutdown and the effects it was having on the 
community. The interview with Boris and Robin was with 
Commander Tom giving an update on Veterans services 
during COVID 19. CJ and Jess spoke to the Dutchess County 
Executive, Marc Molinaro and Ulster County Executive, Pat 
Ryan to get updates on where the counties were with regards 
to the latest COVID 19 statistics and the plan to re-open. CJ 
and Jess also spoke with Pam for Mirabeau spa about the 
importance of self-care balanced with caring for others during 
the pandemic.  
 

26:43 

5/17/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed Mental 
Health Awareness: Paty Quyn hosted COVID Week 9 of New 
York on Pause. The host spoke with Andrew O’Grady the CEO 
for Mental Health America in Dutchess County and the MARC 
agencies. They discussed the effects of the COVID 19 
shutdown on mental health, the agencies that help treats it and 
what it would mean for his staff to return to work. Andrew had 
the unique perspective due to his organization being effect 
both by the physical doing business concerns of COVID 19 and 
the fact that they were considered essential workers.  
 

29:04 

5/24/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Community Awareness: Paty Quyn hosted COVD 19 week 
10 of New York on Pause. The host reviewed the current plan 
and proposed phases for re-opening New York. We also aired 

28:55 



Governor Cuomo’s response from an interview he did with 
MSNBC’s Rachel Maddow. It covered his opinion on closing 
New York from the perspective of hide sight, the medical 
supply chain with regard to testing supply and outbreaks of 
COVID 19 in a western New York meat planting. The show 
also had interviews with Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan and 
Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro regarding opening 
Hudson Valley businesses and Memorial Day.  
 

5/31/2020 5-31 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Local Economy: Paty Quyn hosted COVID 19 week 11 of 
New York on Pause. The host discussed the Phase One of re-
opening of New York. How it was rolling out in stages. Phase 
One in the Mid-Hudson region was underway. The discussion 
also included services and businesses that were now online. 
Plus, the topic of getting back out there was discussed. Some 
folks hadn’t driven in 8 or more weeks. Three interviews were 
aired that included Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan, 
Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro and Matt Meltzer 
from a local driving school.   
 

25:27 

6/7/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Community Awareness: Paty Quyn hosted COVID 19 week 
12 of New York on Pause.  The host updated listeners on the 
progress of reopening the Hudson Valley, local protests that 
had taken place to support Black Lives Matter and the 
announcements made during the week regarding annual local 
events having to cancel for 2020. Three previously recorded 
interviews were aired. Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan 
discussed protest and the cancelation of the Ulster County 
Fair. Andy Imperati President and CEO of the Dutchess County 
Agricultural Society and Dutchess County Fair talked about the 
175 Dutchess County Fair being postponed to 2021 and how 
the fairgrounds had been helping the community with social 
distancing graduation events and a weekly farm market. The 
third interview was Gayle from Big Foot researchers of the 
Hudson Valley reporting on the increased sightings due to 
more people recreating outdoors this spring.  
 

26:53 

6/14/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed Youth 
Growth Improvement: Rick Knight hosted COVID 19 week 13 
of New York on Pause. The host spoke with two 
representatives from the Boys Scouts of America, Doug 
Whitaker Senior District Executive of the Rip Van Winkle 
Council and John Whitaker Program Director for the Hudson 
Valley Council. The discussion focused on how the local 
scouting programs can aid youth of all ages both boys and girls 
in coping with life situations. They also discussed the changes 
that were being implemented in the scouting programs to meet 
the requirements set forth by New York State due to the 

24:34 



COVID 19 outbreak while still offering the benefits of scouting, 
specifically the Camp in a Box program.  
 

6/21/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Ecotourism Safety: Paty Quyn hosted COVID 19 week 14 of 
New York on Pause. The host discussed the increasing 
number of people visiting the Hudson Valley Region again as it 
goes from phase two to phase three. The New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation released safety 
guidelines for people to follow while enjoying the outdoors. The 
NYS DEC's Recreate Local Campaign guidelines were 
discussed. Plus, the show covered a reminder on basic trail 
and Summer weather safety.  
 

28:00 

6/28/2020 Our Locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Community Awareness: Paty Quyn and Rick Knight co-
hosted the program which focused in on the Mid-Hudson 
Region reaching phase three and the effects of the recently 
imposed travel ban to and from New York State from a list of 
states that were reporting spikes in the Coronavirus. The show 
included a press conference that Governor Cuomo had given 
earlier regarding the requirement that would need to be 
followed if your left the region for one of the areas on the travel 
ban list.  
 

29:53 

 


