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PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

OVERVIEW 

 

Based on WNEM’s ascertainment of community leaders and from data gathered from 

community organizations, the highest ranking problems and needs of the Bay City/Flint/Midland 

and Saginaw markets are: 

1. Jobs/Economy 

2. Crime 

3. Weather 

4. School/Campus 

5. Politics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

 

OVERVIEW 

The following is the quarterly “Issues and Programs” Report placed in the public file of WNEM 

at the open of business day January 10, 2020. The report covers the period from October 1 

through December 31, 2019. The report is based on significant problems and needs determined 

by WNEM’s community ascertainments. Below each problem/need is a brief description of some 

news segments broadcast during the quarter designated to call attention to, or address the 

problem or need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WNEM 

BAY CITY/FLINT/MIDLAND AND SAGINAW 

Oct. 1 through Dec. 31 

ISSUE/SOURCE/TITLE               PROGRAM/TYPE                DATE/DURATION 

1. Jobs/Economy 

 

6am, Ford/ UAW Tentative contract                     LOC/NEWS              Oct.31, 2019 0:25 

A vote is underway for a new tentative contract between the U-A-W and Ford Motor Company. 

This days after the Union ratified a contract with GM. The details are not yet known, but it will 

include economic gains in salaries, benefits, and major product investments in plants in the U.S. 

 

9am, GM earnings during strike local                     NAT/NEWS                Oct. 29, 2019 :26 

New Details about the impact of the UAW’s strike had on G.M.’s profits. The first 2 weeks cost 

the automaker 1 billion dollars. General Motors 3rd quarter net profit fell 7 percent. The strike 

forced the company to lower its full year pretax profit guidance from $6 to $7 per share to $4.50 

to $4.80 per share.  

 

11P, Flint water fund discrepancy                     LOC/NEWS                    Nov. 28, 2019 1:20 

Flint mayor announced an audit found 20 million dollars for the Flint Water Fund. And says the 

money will be put to immediate use.  

 

 

10pm, Minimum wage and sick time changes         NAT/NEWS          Nov. 28, 2019 :25 

This weekend, thousands will head out to pick out their Christmas tree. According to the national 

Christmas tree association, Americans bought more trees last year with real trees seeing a 20 

percent spike in sales. The demand is fueled by millennials starting their own families and 

traditions. Some analysts believe social media generations are likely to want real Christmas trees 

to complete the perfect holiday photo. 

 

  

5P, CHIPOLTE HELPS YOUNG FARMERS  NAT/NEWS                      Dec. 6, 2019 0:35 

Chipotle celebrating farmers' today. The restaurant chain is donating one-dollar to the national 

young farmers coalition for every entree ordered via the chipotle website or app.  

 It's an effort to raise grant money for young farmers and help them get ahead. Chipotle is 

also offering three-year contracts to farmers under 40 --- if they meet certain standards. Those 

guidelines include using antibiotics responsibly and giving animals space to roam. 

 



5P, TRUCKING COMPANY BANKRUPTCY     NAT/NEWS                          Dec. 10, 2019  0:46 

One of America’s largest trucking companies celadon group based in Indianapolis .. filing for 

chapter 11 bankruptcy. The company shutting down nearly all operations following the filing 

yesterday. Most of the company's 38-hundred workers losing their jobs including 25-hundred 

truckers. 2-years ago executives were accused of misleading shareholders. 

 Last week Celadon's former chief operating officer and chief financial officer charged 

with securities and bank fraud. Celadon group still owes 33 million of 42-million it agreed to 

pay back. The company liquidating its global operations 'Taylor Express' subsidiary in north 

Carolina.. the only exception. 

 

 

2. Crime 

10P, Opioid crackdown taskforce                       LOC/NEWS                            Oct. 30, 2019 1:34 

State police are ramping up the fight against opioids... But this time they're going off the street 

and into the doctor’s office. They have formed a new task force to crack down on 

overprescribing the deadly drug. 

 

10p, Lou Anna Simon to stand trial                 LOC/NEWS                          Oct. 25, 2019   0:32 

Former Michigan state university president Lou Anna Simon will stand trial on charges she lied 

about her knowledge of allegations against now-imprisoned ex-sports doctor Larry Nassar.  

Investigators say Simon knew in 2014 that Nassar had been accused of molesting a patient at a 

campus clinic -- but Simon told police she only knew that a complaint had been filed against the 

doctor.  

The judge's ruling comes after a Michigan state trustee resigned Saturday over the governing 

board's decision to drop a promised independent investigation into the handling of complaints 

against Nassar. 

 

 

 

10p, Flint shooting                                  LOC/NEWS                           Nov. 29, 2019   0:23 

Police are investigating a shooting that left 3 people injured. It happened just before 4 this 

morning.... on the 400 block of Marquette street. The victims include a 24-year-old woman.... a 

29-year-old man and a 32-year-old man. The victims were taken to area hospitals. 2 are in 

serious condition and 1 is in good condition. 

If you have any information.... you can contact crime stoppers anonymously at 1-800-422-jail.  

 

 

 

 



7A, doctor UAW scheme                          LOC/NEWS                     Nov. 29, 2019   0:31 

A mid-Michigan doctor - pleaded guilty to an 8-million-dollar scheme. That scheme targeted 

united auto workers health care plans, Investigators say u-a-w members were targeted by a trio - 

which included doctor April Tyler of Fenton. That was because of their high reimbursement 

rates. 

Members were told they could receive prescriptions free. Instead millions were stolen from their 

health care fund. Tyler agreed to up to two years in prison for violating a federal anti-kickback 

statue. Her two associates could see more prison time for pleading guilty to fraud. 

 

 

Noon, Roscommon co gift card scam                  LOC/NEWS                         Dec. 23, 2019   :35 

The Roscommon county sheriff... warning of an email scam. Someone received an email from a 

personal friend.  Requesting help in buying gift cards for their family... claiming they didn't have 

time to buy them before Christmas. The victim agreed... bought the cards and was then asked to 

send pictures of them back to the scammer. This drew a red flag... and the victim contacted his 

friend, who says they never sent that e-mail.  The sheriff's office warns... be aware of scams 

taking advantage of today's technology. 

 

9am, Arraignment of suspect in Kevin Bacon murder LOC/NEWS                 Dec. 30, 2019 0:26 

Investigators say Kevin Bacon met up with the suspect on a dating app before he went missing. 

He was found dead over the weekend. Kevin's parents remember him as a sociable guy who 

loved doing hair. We are still waiting for more details to be released about Kevin’s death. A go-

fund-me page has been created to help with funeral expenses. 

 It even caught the attention of makeup mogul Jeffrey Star - who donated 20-thousand 

dollars. The family says all expenses have been covered. 

 

 

3. Weather 

10P, Humid/windy days worse for pain    NAT/NEWS                                     Oct. 27, 2019   0:30 

A new study finds, humid and windy days, are worse for pain. 

 Research gathered from 13-thousand people across the U-K. found the weather 

*aggravates* pain for people with arthritis, fibromyalgia, neuropathic pain, and other chronic 

conditions. 

 Those in the study, recorded their symptoms in a smartphone app. But there was no 

recorded association, between pain and rainfall or temperature - just wind and humidity. 

 The study could help people with chronic pain, plan their activities -- based on predicted 

levels of pain. 

 

. 

 



10pm, TUSCOLA CO. FLOODING       LOC/NEWS               Oct. 27, 2019   :57 

Nearly constant rain leaving mid-Michigan streets covered in water has residents fed up. Across 

mid-Michigan... You'll find rain covering roads... Farm fields.... and even parks like Vanderbilt 

park in Tuscola county, but it's more than just rain water. As the storms are causing some 

residents to have sewer water back up into their home. We will bring you those stories a few 

minutes. Thankfully the rain is easing up... But as you take this live look at the first warn 5 sky 

tracker we aren't in the clear just yet. 

 

5P, Storm damages home             LOC/NEWS                     Nov. 27, 2019  0:50 

As you saw at the top of the newscast, those gusty winds toppled trees and caused some damage 

in Saginaw this afternoon. One of those trees slammed into a home... Thankfully no one was 

injured. Tv-5's Jonathan Jackson gives us a closer look at some of the damage. 

 

 

noon, Winter weather travel                         LOC/NEWS                Nov. 28, 2019  :16 

AAA says 55-million people are traveling this thanksgiving and the weather won't be making it 

easy. Winter weather is blocking air travel and making roads treacherous. ‘make sure your car is 

in good running condition. Your tires, your windshield wipers.'' Crews will be working through 

the holiday to keep conditions safe. But no major problems are expected here in Michigan. 

 

 

 

 

9am, Snow Readiness       LOC/NEWS                          Dec. 2, 2019    0:34 

Here in mid-Michigan - many of you were not going to let winter weather - catch you by surprise 

this time and businesses are benefitting from the readiness.  

Salt, shovels, snow blowers and generators were flying off the shelves - at Wohlfeils hardware in 

Saginaw. The salesman, David Ryan’s says this is a pretty typical time of year for people to gear 

up for snow. And people have really been taking in the beauty of Michigan’s winter.  

Keep sending us your photos... to wnem-at-wnem-dot-com and they may be added to our slide 

show.  

  

5:30pm, Mt. Holly warm weather                LOC/NEWS         Dec. 26, 2019   1:25 

Many taking advantage of the unseasonably warm, record-breaking weather... Especially at the 

slopes. Avid skiers and snowboarders... Heading to mount holly... One of the few places you'll 

find snow during this winter warm-up. 

TV-5's Jonathan Jackson hanging out with a few for their unique day on the hills. 

 

 



 

4. School/Campus 

 

6P, U.S. student report card                   NAT/NEWS                        Oct. 30, 2019    1:23 

Reading and math scores among U.S. Students nationwide have stayed the same and, in 

some cases, even dipped over the last ten years.  

 Michigan students ranked in the middle of the pack in reading -- inching up slightly in the 

latest testing cycle. As Hilary Lane reports -- the lackluster results come despite the common 

core education initiative -- and stricter teacher evaluations.  

 

 

9a, Chicago teachers strike        NAT/NEWS                                    Oct. 31, 2019   0:19 

Some progress is being made in the Chicago public school teacher strike. Last night, the union 

voted to approve a tentative agreement with c-p-s. However, there is no return to work 

agreement yet - because the mayor will not give make-up days due to the strike. The strike is 

expected to continue today. Teachers will meet this morning at city hall. 

 

11pm, Mid-Michigan coaches      LOC/NEWS                            Nov. 25, 2019   0:24 

Jake Weingartz of the Davison Cardinals, and Brad Gross of the Beal City Aggies... Are among 

18 up for the honor on the Detroit Lions website... Which is taking votes from the public. The 

winner gets 4-thousand dollars for his school's football program. You can vote through Saturday 

by going to the hotlinks section. 

 

9A, Brawl at high school football game       LOC/NEWS              Nov.26, 2019     1:55 

A high school football playoff game took a turn for the worst - when players and fans got 

into a brawl. Almont was playing Detroit Denby on Saturday afternoon. 

 The raiders were winning with three minutes left in the fourth quarter when refs ended 

the game. 

 

 

5am, REMEMBERING DON CHIODO               LOC/NEWS       Dec. 3, 2019   :20 

 Sports fans across mid-Michigan are mourning the loss of veteran c-m-u broadcaster and 

former tv5 reporter Don Chiodo. The 54-year-old was killed in a head-on car crash Wednesday.  

The die-hard c-m-u fan - handled play-by-play duties for football and men's basketball.  

He worked here at tv5 from 1997 until 2002 - covering mount pleasant extensively. 

 

 



6P, SVSU FORENSIC TEAM    LOC/NEWS                   Dec. 11, 2019   0:33 

A local college forensic team... Is taking their talents to the national championship. 

The s-v-s-u team placed first in the fall Michigan intercollegiate speech league tournament after 

hosting the event for the first time. Now, six students will compete in the national forensics’ 

association championship. Four additional students also earned invitations to the national 

championship after competing in a September tournament. 

 The s-v-s-u team will compete again in February at Northwood university. The national 

championship will be held at the university of Wisconsin-Whitewater in April. 

 

 

 

5. Politics 

 

10 P, Whitmer abortion laws                         LOC/NEWS                      Oct. 29, 2019   1:05 

Governor Gretchen Whitmer and other lawmakers are taking steps to repeal state abortion 

restrictions. The bills would repeal a decades-old law that bans nearly all abortions -- but it is not 

enforced due to Roe v. Wade. It comes at a time where many states are trying to have the 

supreme court ruling overturned. TV5 is talking with both pro-life and pro-choice advocates. 

 

9a, Impeachment resolution                              NAT/NEWS                       Oct. 30, 2019 1:22 

The full house of representatives will take its first formal vote on impeachment today. It will 

vote on a set of procedures and rules for the next phase of the house inquiry. Also happening 

today, president trump's top Russia advisor will speak to lawmakers. 

 

 

11P, President trump in Afghanistan                NAT/NEWS                    Nov. 28, 2019  0:30 

President Donald trump made a surprise visit this thanksgiving... Feeding and thanking troops in 

Afghanistan. This marks his first visit first to the region since becoming president. 

He also announced he's restarted talks with the Taliban. President trump also met with the 

president of Afghanistan and reiterated plans to reduce America’s troop presence in the region. 

The trip was kept top secret for security reasons, with the president flying out of an undisclosed 

airport in Florida last night... Leaving his family behind at Maralago. 

 

 

 

 

 



1 0P, Secretary of state kiosks replaced               LOC/NEWS                  Nov. 28, 2019   :24 

Michigan secretary of state offices hope to become more user-friendly. The kiosks will soon be 

replaced with self-service stations. Secretary of state Jocelyn Benson says kiosks are unreliable 

and hard-to-use. The self-service stations will let drivers renew their registration with just a 

license plate number and the last four digits of the vehicle identification number. The kiosks are 

expected to be replaced by the end of January. 

 

10P, ARTILES OF IMPEACHMENT                  NAT/NEWS             Dec. 26, 2019 1:22 

House democrats announced two articles of impeachment against president Donald Trump... And 

the judiciary committee is expected to begin voting in a matter of days. The white house 

denouncing the whole process tonight and as Natalie Brand reports the president is already 

looking forward to full vindication in the senate, should the full house vote to impeach. 

 

5:30P, MI SUPREME COURT RAISE              LOC/NEWS        Dec. 11, 2019   :22 

A 10-percent raise tonight for Michigan supreme court justices. 

 Their 165-thousand-dollar annual pay increasing 5-percent in 2021 and '22 to more than 

180-thousand dollars. The state house backing the increase by voice vote yesterday.  

 Supporters say the pay hike assures judges of the state court of appeals don't make more 

than the justices of the Michigan’s highest court. 

 

 

. 

  


