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PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

OVERVIEW 

 

Based on WNEM’s ascertainment of community leaders and from data gathered from 

community organizations, the highest ranking problems and needs of the Bay City/Flint/Midland 

and Saginaw markets are: 

1. Jobs/Economy 

2. Crime 

3. Weather 

4. School/Campus 

5. Politics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

 

OVERVIEW 

The following is the quarterly “Issues and Programs” Report placed in the public file of WNEM 

at the open of business day July 10th, 2020. The report covers the period from April 1st through 

June 30th, 2020. The report is based on significant problems and needs determined by WNEM’s 

community ascertainments. Below each problem/need is a brief description of some news 

segments broadcast during the quarter designated to call attention to, or address the problem or 

need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WNEM 

BAY CITY/FLINT/MIDLAND AND SAGINAW 

April 1 through June 30 

    DATE/PROGRAM      ISSUE /TITLE      SOURCE  

 

 

1. Jobs/Economy 

4/21/2020 - 11pm - Beaumont Health LAYS OFF 2400+ - LOCAL 

 Beaumont health is laying off more than 2-thousand employees and permanently 

eliminating 450 positions Due to COVID-19. The hospital's CEO is also taking a 70-percent 

temporary pay cut. Other members of the executive board taking a 45-percent temporary pay cut. 

Of the 2,475 layoffs, most involve administrative staff and others who are not directly caring for 

patients with or without COVID-19.  

Most of the permanently eliminated jobs were administrative and corporate staff. 

Beaumont says while front-line employees have never been busier because of coronavirus, 

there's been a dramatic decline in patients needing care for other reasons. 

 

4/30/20 - 11pm - ECONOMIC RECOVERY - NATIONAL 

 The U. S. economy infected by the coronavirus. Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome 

Powell says this is a crisis the U.S. has never seen before. The recovery process is expected to be 

gradual, but President Trump is optimistic. In the meantime, businesses struggle to stay afloat 

and look forward to an economic rebound. 

 

5/12/20 - 10pm - ART VAN & LOVES FURNITURE - LOCAL 

 Almost two months after Art Van furniture filed for bankruptcy several Michigan 

locations will reopen as Loves furniture stores. The company announced today that it acquired 

27 stores across several states including Michigan.  

 Loves furniture will be headquartered in the metro Detroit area and plans to add more 

than one-thousand new employees across the region. Company leaders say there is the possibility 

to re-hire those who lost their jobs during the Art Van closings.  

 

 



5/30/20 - 11pm - AMAZON TO KEEP MOST JOBS ADDED DURING PANDEMIC - 

NATIONAL 

 Amazon is offering permanent positions to about 70 percent of the employees it hired, 

during the coronavirus pandemic. That's about 125-thousand workers. The workers have been 

helping the company deal with increased demand, from customers who are stuck at home. 

Amazon says, the permanent positions will pay 15 dollars an hour and will start in June. 

 

6/8/20 - 6pm - MCC JOB CORPS GRANT - LOCAL 

 Mott Community College is among 20 public colleges nationwide selected to receive a 

jobs corps grant. The 3-year grant helps students with career technical training, certifications and 

intensive career counseling services.  

 M-C-C's program will cover tuition for 40 students each year over a 2-year period 

followed by a 3rd year of assessment for participants.  

 

6/18/20 - 5:30pm - UNEMPLOYMENT NUMBERS - NATIONAL 

 Businesses continue to open up and that's putting people back to work. But even as 

millions rejoin the work force others are joining the ranks of the unemployed. AT&T is the latest 

major corporation to announce layoffs. The company plans to close 250 stores and cut more than 

34-hundred jobs. Last week 1 point 5 million Americans filed for unemployment benefits, a 

number slightly higher than expected but the downward trend in claims since March continues. 

 

 

 

2. Crime 

4/23/20 - 9am - INAPPROPRIATE SITE COERCION - LOCAL 

 We want you to know about a 'scam' circling in Arenac County this morning. The 

sheriff's department warns scammers are trying to get people to give them money or bitcoins 

under the threat their friends will learn about inappropriate viewing habits online. The agency 

did not say how many calls it's received regarding this scam, but deputies don't want you to 

become a victim. 

 

 

 



4/29/20 - noon - 19 Y/O SHOT IN HEAD LOCAL 

A 19-year-old in critical condition after being shot in the head in Flint. The victim arriving at a 

hospital yesterday just after 3 p-m. The shooting in the 14-hundred block of Forest Hill Avenue 

in Flint. 2 witnesses in the vehicle telling troopers they were shot at from a vehicle they were 

driving past. No arrests made yet. 

 

5/7/20 - 5:00pm - 4TH PERSON CHARGED SECURITY GUARD - LOCAL 

 A fourth person is facing charges in connection to the murder of Calvin Munerlyn, the 

security guard killed while working at a family dollar in flint. Genesee county prosecutor David 

Leyton saying the 24-year-old woman is facing three felonies relating to her actions following 

the shooting on May 1st. It all started from an argument over wearing a face mask. The accused 

killers Larry Teague and Ramonyea Bishop are still on-the-run.  

 

5/30/20 - 6:00pm - Mid-Michigan Protests /Shooting - LOCAL 

 In Detroit a preliminary report said, 19-year-old man was killed during last night's 

protest. After further investigation it was determined the victim was a 21-year-old man.  

 Police say, the shooting happened after 11-30 when an unknown suspect opened fire into 

a car with three men inside. The three in the car fled on foot. The victim an unidentified 

Eastpointe man was later pronounced dead at a local hospital. No suspect is in custody. 

 

6/7/20 - 8:00am - GR DAMAGES FROM PROTESTS - LOCAL 

 Grand Rapids officials estimate almost 450-thousand dollars in damages after last 

weekend's protests over the death of George Floyd turned violent. The numbers are preliminary 

and included private and public property. Though, estimates did not account for losses due to 

looting. More than 100 businesses were damaged, and 7 police vehicles were set on fire. The 

estimate also does not include overtime costs for police and firefighters. 

 

6/18/20 - 6:00am - PROTESTS AND POLICE REFORM - NATIONAL 

 27-year-old Rayshard Brooks was killed Friday night after two officers answered a call 

about a man sleeping in a Wendy's drive-thru lane. When he failed a sobriety test, the officers 

moved to arrest him, and a struggle ensued. Brooks grabbed one of the officer's tasers and tried 

to run when the other officer shot him. 

 

 



 

3. Weather 

4/13/20 - 9:00am - SEVERE WEATHER - NATIONAL 

 At least 6 people are dead after tornadoes ripped through Mississippi and Louisiana 

destroying hundreds of buildings. Homes in Monroe, Louisiana, were severely damaged or 

decimated by a tornado Easter Sunday. It bent or knocked down dozens of utility pole blocking 

roads and cutting electricity to residents. 

 The tornado was powerful enough to overturn this semi-truck and cause an estimated 30 

million dollars in damage at the regional airport. 

 One state over in Mississippi the storm turned deadly. In the west central part of the state, 

a storm toppled this building where seasonal workers are said to stay during the harvest. No one 

was believed to be injured, there. 

 

4/23/20 - 5:00pm - SEVERE WEATHER SOUTH - NATIONAL 

 Reported tornadoes last night that left at least six people dead and dozens more injured 

across Oklahoma, Texas, and Louisiana. First responders raced to homes after reports that 

residents could be trapped underneath the rubble. 

 In Oklahoma, it looked like a sandstorm as heavy winds ripped apart this steel and wire 

warehouse, tossing debris through the air. People are now getting a look at the extent of the 

widespread damage that could take weeks to clean up. 

 

5/21/20 - 6:00am - Mid-Michigan Flooding - LOCAL 

 Gladwin County didn't escape the wrath of the river and lakes either. You're taking a look 

at M-30 over Wixom Lake there. 

That's where the flood water completely washed out a section of the bridge and for people living 

alongside the lake this is what's left. The after-math of the dam failure left behind a graveyard of 

broken decks and washed up boats. People just north of midland county are dealing with serious 

flooding. 

 Gladwin County emergency manager Bob North says the only thing they can do is 

monitor the situation at the dam and wait until water levels recede. 

 

 

 



5/26/20 - 5:00am - SANFORD WOMAN LOSES HOME - LOCAL 

 She owned a home swept away by rushing water after the failure of the Edenville Dam. 

Now she's trying to figure out what to do next. The top half of Cammie Owens' Sanford home 

was found a quarter mile away from where she used to live. She doesn't even know where the 

bottom half is. The property barely survived the flood of 20-17. Four feet of water inside the 

home forced her to rebuild and remodel until earlier this year. The house was set to be sold to 

FEMA, but the pandemic ended up getting in the way. While she waits for relief Owens and her 

son are staying with her boyfriend. They come out each day, searching for any personal items 

that may have survived the flood. 

 

6/3/20 - 6:00pm - GENESEE CO STORM DAMAGE - LOCAL 

 Families in Genesee County are cleaning up following overnight storms. The storms left 

thousands in the dark… after bringing down trees and power lines. In Flint Township Carol and 

Jack Christensen took on some heavy-duty work to help their 99-year-old mother. The 

Christensens say they're happy their mother has good neighbors. 

 

6/11/20 - 9:00am - MI BRONSON STORM DAMAGE - LOCAL 

 The small town of Bronson that's in Branch County was one of the hardest hit in that 

area. The local cemetery saw several trees uprooted damaging head-stones. Many houses were 

hit by downed trees and streets were lined with debris. Parts of the town remain without power.  

 

 

 

 

4. School/Campus 

4/28/20 - 5:00pm - TEACHERS AND VIRTUAL LEARNING - NATIONAL 

 Children all over the world are now attending home school and that means teachers and 

students had to adjust overnight. Why educators are giving technology an "A" when it comes to 

helping children learn. To Los Angeles and every city in between kitchen tables are now desks, 

couches are now classrooms. Students are spending more time in front of a computer screen or 

tablet, but the quick turn to tech, was not as smooth for all teachers. And with so many schools 

closed, Zoom is seeing new users like never. The company has 84-thousand schools all over the 

world using its technology to teach. Zoom and Google have eliminated some fees for premium 

features, like more class time and additional users. 

 

 



 

4/29/20 - 11:00pm - COVID AND COLLEGE - LOCAL 

 America's colleges and universities are feeling the financial strain of the coronavirus 

pandemic. Evan McMorris-Santoro reports it could get worse when students show up or don't 

show up this fall. 

 There's a financial crunch coming to college campuses that school presidents like the 

University of Michigan's Mark Schlissel have not seen in their lifetimes.  The quarantine is 

leaving school finances decimated. Most schools in America also heavily rely on non-tuition 

revenue. Room and board is one stream, but colleges turn campus into a moneymaker by renting 

out space, hosting events, and selling tickets to sports games.   

 The worst news for school finances hasn't arrived yet. A significant number of students 

are rethinking their plans for the next semester, according to surveys conducted by higher 

education groups. That could mean tough choices are coming. Some schools have already 

announced layoffs and pay cuts for employees and potentially canceling big construction 

projects. Johns Hopkins University is preparing for losses of more than $100 million this year, 

other schools predict bigger losses. 

 

5/22/20 - noon - ROBOT GRADUATION- NATIONAL 

 Students at a school in Manila able to attend their graduation ceremony remotely from 

their homes with the help of robots. 

The robotics team of the Philippines school assembled a robot to stand in place for each of the 

179 students for a cyber graduation. The students, appearing live on a tablet carried by the robot 

across the stage. Similar to here in the U.S. graduation ceremonies were cancelled in Manila due 

to the pandemic. Only Manila and two other high-risk areas remain under a strict lockdown 

 

5/30/20 - 6:00pm - YOOBI FREE SCHOOL SUPPLIES - NATIONAL  

 Before the pandemic, a company set out on a goal, to help underprivileged kids get the 

best education available by giving them the school supplies they need. Yoobi focuses on 

elementary schools where at least 70-percent of students are eligible to receive free or reduced-

cost lunch. 

 Each classroom is gifted a 20-pound box of supplies for 30 kids. The national center for 

education statistics says, more than 12-million children are from families living in poverty. A 

study says, on average, teachers make less than 40-thousand dollars a year. But spend nearly 

500-dollars of their own money on school supplies Part of Yoobi's giveaway includes a thank 

you to teachers. Yoobi has donated more than 73-million school supplies since being founded in 

2014. 



 

6/23/20 - 5:00pm - RETURN TO LEARN PLAN - LOCAL 

 Return to learn... That's the goal of the plan put forward by republican lawmakers in 

Lansing today creating a roadmap for a safe and healthy return to in person instruction for 

students this fall. Governor Gretchen Whitmer announced students could return to the classroom 

later this year with more details on guidelines for schools and administrators still to come. But 

the state lawmakers came up with their own plan, releasing the details today. 

 

6/25/20 - 9:00am - NEW CLASSROOMS ADAPT - NATIONAL  

 With classrooms now empty, Dr. Carmen Garcia, superintendent of San Marcos unified 

school district near San Diego, faces a monumental task of re-opening nearly 20 schools in her 

district this fall. Dr Garcia must balance guidelines from the CDC, state and local health 

officials. 

They include temperature checks, eating lunch in the classroom, and closed playgrounds. It will 

vary by state, but classrooms could look like this bay area school where desks are inside boxes 

taped on the floor to ensure social distancing, with teachers wearing masks. As school districts 

across the country work to get kids back inside the classroom this fall, they're also facing severe 

budget cuts. Many districts say they can't reopen safely without federal funds. 

 

 

 

5. Politics 

4/26/20 - 10:00pm - DEMS VEEPSTAKES - National 

 This weekend marks one year since Joe Biden announced he was running for president 

and a lot has changed. Without leaving the house he's trying to win and choose a running mate. 

Biden knows a thing or two about being number two and knows exactly what he's looking for in 

a running mate. Only two women have ever been asked to run for vice president and neither 

helped their party win the white house. 

In 1984, eager to shake up the race, democrat Walter Mondale chose New York 

congresswoman Geraldine Ferrero as his running mate and in 2008, republican John McCain 

asked Alaska governor Sarah Palin to be his Veep. Biden says he plans to announce his choice 

by July. He is already facing significant pressure to pick a woman of color. Aimee Allison, 

founder of “She the People” a group that promotes minority women in politics argues that Biden 

can win by picking a black woman and boosting minority turnout. 

 

 



 

4/30/20 - 6:00am - WHITMER: NO TIME FOR POLITICS - LOCAL 

 Governor Whitmer drawing a line in the sand with only one day left before Michigan's 

'state of emergency order' expires. During a news conference Whitmer announced she will allow 

construction to re-start next week as she slowly re-opens the economy, but a battle is brewing 

over the state-of-emergency which gives the governor additional powers and while cases are 

starting to trend downward in Michigan. 

 The state now has more than 40-thousand confirmed cases and more than 36-hundred 

deaths. 

 

5/21/20 - 10:00pm - TRUMP VISITS FORD PLANT -= LOCAL 

 President Donald Trump has wrapped up his visit to a Ford Motor plant in Ypsilanti. He 

did not wear a face mask during the public part of his tour despite State Attorney General Dana 

Nessel's requesting him to. The president told reporters he tested negative for the coronavirus 

earlier today. The president did not wear a face mask on camera during a trip to a Michigan Ford 

Motor facility that now builds ventilators. While there, President Trump addressed workers and 

told a group of African American community leaders...The C.D.C. will soon issue guidelines for 

reopening places of worship.  The visit comes after the president threatened to hold up federal 

funding in the middle of a pandemic over Michigan's effort to send absentee ballot applications 

to voter. 

 

5/29/20 - 11:00pm - TRUMP CUTS WHO FUNDING - NATIONAL 

 Just over a month after freezing funding to the world health organization. President 

Trump announced he is pulling out of the group because they did not make the changes the U.S. 

commanded. 

 

6/20/20 - 11:00pm - Biden 2020 Race - NATIONAL 

   Former Vice President Joe Biden the presumptive Democratic presidential nominee got 

some unsolicited advice this week when Minnesota Senator Amy Klobuchar, removed herself 

from the veepstakes. Senator Klobuchar says she shared her decision to withdraw from 

consideration with Biden in a phone call Wednesday night. Biden is still considering 

Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren and several women of color, lawmakers, governors, 

big-city mayors, and former Obama administration officials. Biden is leading President Trump in 

the polls. 

 

 



6/21/20 - 11:00pm - Trump/ Berman - NATIONAL 

 The Chief Federal Prosecutor who investigated several of President Trump’s close 

associates is now out of a job. President Trump fired Geoffrey Berman yesterday and House 

Democrats have asked him to testify before Congress. Saturday was Berman last day on the job 

as the U.S. Attorney for the southern district of New York. President Trump fired him after 

Attorney General William Barr tried unsuccessfully to get Berman to resign Friday night. 

Democrats believe the president wanted Berman gone because his office ran a successful 

criminal investigation against President Trump’s former personal lawyer Michael Cohen. And 

CBS News has learned the office is investigating President Trump’s current personal attorney, 

Rudy Giuliani for possible foreign lobbying violations related to his work in Ukraine. 


