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PROBLEMS AND NEEDS

OVERVIEW

Based on WNEM’s ascertainment of community leaders and from data gathered from 
community organizations, the highest-ranking problems and needs of the Bay City/Flint/Midland 
and Saginaw markets are:

1. Jobs/Economy

2. Crime

3. Weather

4. School/Campus

5. Politics



ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT

OVERVIEW

The following is the quarterly “Issues and Programs” Report placed in the public file of WNEM 
at the open of business day October 10th, 2022. The report covers the period from July 1st 
through September 30th, 2022. The report is based on significant problems and needs determined 
by WNEM’s community ascertainments. Below each problem/need is a brief description of some 
news segments broadcast during the quarter designated to call attention to or address the problem 
or need.



WNEM

BAY CITY/FLINT/MIDLAND AND SAGINAW

April 1 through June 30, 2022

    DATE/PROGRAM      ISSUE /TITLE      SOURCE

1. JOBS & ECONOMY

07/14/2022- 6pm – Pay Raises Are Not Keeping Up with Inflation – Local – Runs 1:37
Wages are rising at their fastest pace in decades, but inflation is also reaching historic numbers.
Dr. Tim Nash, an economics expert from Northwood University, said pay raises are not having as much 
of an impact as they did a few years ago. “Wages are not really keeping up with inflation,” Nash said.
He said while salaries have gone up, prices have increased even higher.

07/22/2022 – 10pm – Mid-Michigan Residents Say High Gas Prices Still Affecting Everyday Life – Local 
– Runs 2:25
Inflation and the United States economy are impacting mid-Michigan residents’ spending habits.
“I’m spending less other places, with other things to make sure I have gas for the week. It is really tight 
that the gas is so high,” said Saginaw resident Nina Thomas. Gas prices are decreasing, but are still high.
Friday’s average in Michigan was just under $4.50.

08/09/2022 – 11pm – Restaurants Preparing for Flint’s Back to the Bricks – Local – Runs 1:44
Restaurants in downtown Flint are gearing up for the annual Back to the Bricks classic car show. The 
week-long event attracts more than 500,000 people a year. “Just trying to be all staffed up and 
everything like that, make sure that we have all of our product in that we need,” said Xolo manager 
Joshua Peraino. “So, all the beer, all the liquor that we’re going to need, food wise.”
Peraino says he will call in re-enforcements from the reserve team to ensure there is enough help at the 
Mexican restaurant throughout the festivities.

08/09/2022 – 5:30pm – Michigan’s Unemployment Director Visits Saginaw – Local – Runs 2:04
The Director of the State of Michigan’s Unemployment Agency, Julia Dales, visits the City of Saginaw’s 
unemployment office as she hopes to fix issues the agency has faced since the beginning of the COVID 
19 pandemic. 

09/02/2022 – 5pm – Bay City Businesses Bounce Back in Post-Pandemic Summer – Local – Runs 1:49
After being in a funk for two summers because of coronavirus restrictions, summer 2022 saw a positive 
change for many people and communities. “People were just coming out because they wanted to come 
out,” said Michael Bacigalupo, Chief Operating Officer of the State Theater in Bay City. “They wanted to 
be normal again and I think this summer showed it.” As far as tourism goes, Bacigalupo thinks it was the 
biggest summer Bay County has seen since the start of the pandemic.

09/20/2022 – 6pm – Chipotle Proposed for Grand Blanc – Local – Runs: 1:47



The Grand Blanc Planning Commission approves the development of a 3200 square foot Chipotle 
restaurant for downtown Grand Blanc.  The approval and announcement is just one of several for the 
city, which also includes the investment of an $11Million dollar development that will include 
apartments and retail. 

2. CRIME

07/27/2022 – 11pm – Detroit Police Give Update on Grand Blanc Teen Death – Local – Runs 2:12
Police are releasing more details about who Jacob Hills, the Grand Blanc teen found dead in Detroit on 
Monday, may have been with the day he was killed. “After he was at the city, he encountered someone 
that decided to take his life,” said Detroit Police Commander Michael McGinnis.
That is how Detroit investigators characterize the moments leading up to the deadly shooting of 18-
year-old Jacob Hills. The body of the recent Grand Blanc High School graduate was found early Monday 
in the basement of a vacant apartment on Detroit’s west side.

07/28/2022 – 6pm – Fenton Township Contractor Facing Jail, Fine for Possible Forgery – Local – Runs 
5:38
From the outside, Harbor Landings in Fenton looks like a nice place to put down roots. Driving through 
the front of the neighborhood shows off solid red brick houses and well-manicured green lawns. Court 
records show Fenton Township accused Birchmeier of forging a certificate of occupancy for a home on 
Harbor Landings Drive. If convicted of a misdemeanor over the allegedly forged government document, 
Birchmeier could face up to 90 days in jail, two years’ probation, and a $500 fine.

08/08/2022 – 5pm – Sheriff: Three Swans Found Decapitated on Lake Fenton Being Investigated – 
Local -Runs 1:33
The Genesee County Sheriff’s Department investigates the death of three swans, found decapitate on 
Lake Fenton. Investigators believe the boater who did it, must have known about it and could face 
animal cruelty charges. 

08/30/2022 – 6pm – Man Arraigned in Death of 16-month-old Boy Found in Ditch – Local – Runs 2:15
The father of 16-month old Chaos Demilo is charged with murder in the little boy’s death.  His body was 
found wrapped in a blanket in a ditch along Morrish Road in Mt. Morris Township.  The boys mother lost 
custody of him, and the courts put him in the care of his biological father. 

09/01/2022 – 6pm – Former Teacher Accused of Sexual Assault Out on Bond – Local – Runs 2:15
Former mid-Michigan educator Eugene Pratt, who is accused of sexual assault, bonded out of the 
Genesee County Jail on Thursday, Sept. 1. The 57-year-old Davison man has been charged with first-
degree criminal sexual conduct for an incident that happened on June 1, 2013. A former student 
accused Pratt of sexual misconduct. Pratt was arrested on Aug. 16. Since then, the Genesee County 
Sheriff’s Office has received dozens of tips from potential victims from all over the country. Genesee 
County Sheriff Chris Swanson said all of the potential victims are young males ranging from their teens 
to their early 20s.

09/16/2022 – 6pm – Officers Being Trained to Handle Mental Health Situations – Local – Runs 1:56
Genesee Health System is teaming up with the Genesee County Sheriff’s Department to train officers on 
how to handle mental health situations. Social workers are teaming up with deputies and going out in 
the community to help with mental health crisis situations. 



3. WEATHER

07/18/2022 – 6pm – Mid-Michigan Farmer Hoping for Dry Spell to End – Local – Runs 1:49
With high temperatures and little rain this summer, farmers are hoping for an end to the dry spell.
Dry conditions could have a negative impact the harvest this season, and cost farmers some serious 
money. Hot weather is great for Bob Kernstock’s wheat harvest, but not for his corn.
“Right now, it’s critical we get a little moisture,” Kernstock said.

07/21/2022 – 11pm – Fire Danger Elevated Due to High Temperatures – Local – Runs 2:26
Firefighters throughout Mid-Michigan are facing more difficult working conditions due to persistent heat 
and dry weather, which is creating an elevated risk for fire. 

08/02/2022 – 5pm – Tuscola County Couple’s Home Experienced Heavy Storm Damage from Severe 
Storms – Local – Runs 2:25
 A line of severe thunderstorms swept across parts of mid-Michigan triggering a tornado warning in 
Tuscola County on Monday. The National Weather Service has not confirmed a tornado.
Brandy Sayles remembers exactly what she was doing at 2:05 p.m. Monday as wild winds battered her 
Vassar Township home. “I was just right on the inside of this window inside and recording the whole 
thing. Once the tree started coming down and I saw it I just took off running,” Sayles said.

08/15/2022 – 6pm – Scouting Troop Spots Wildfire on Hiking Trips – Local – Runs 2:06
A scouting troop was uprooted soon after discovering a wildfire while hiking in Isle Royal National Park 
on Saturday which prompted evacuations for nearby campgrounds and shutdown several trails to help 
crews fight the flames. ‘We came up to the fire and immediately knew we had to contact somebody,” 
scout Carter Follett, said. Saturday afternoon firefighters responded to a wildfire coming from an area of 
the three-mile campground on Isle Royale, after local scouts out of Shields noticed the fire while on a 
hike and called 911.

9/21/2022 – 5pm – Storm Damage and Power Outages in Bay County – Local – Runs 1:44
A line of severe thunderstorms hit Bay City, knocking down power lines and utility poles, forcing the 
County Courthouse and the county health department were forced to close due to outages. There was 
extensive storm damage across the county. 

09/27/2022 – 6pm – Florida Prepares for Hurricane Ian – Local – Runs 2:19
Florida residents are being told to evacuate immediately, as Hurricane Ian continues to move toward the 
sunshine state. Mid-Michigan is ready to help with restoration efforts after the storm. The Northern 
Michigan Chapter of the American Red Cross has the equivalent to 65 tractor trailer loads of supplies to 
send to Florida.

4. EDUCATION/SCHOOLS

07/18/2022 – 5pm – U of M Flint Raising Tuition for Undergrad, Graduate Students – Local – Runs 2:05
After two years of freezing tuition because of the pandemic, the University of Michigan-Flint is raising its 
tuition for undergraduate and graduate students. School officials said tuition and fees for in-state 
undergraduate students will increase by 4.9 percent for the upcoming school year, raising the total 
amount to $6,762 per term for the most common lower division rate. Graduate tuition and fees will  
increase by 4.5 percent. 



07/27/2022 – 6pm – Saginaw Schools Await Decision on Special Education Millage – Local – Runs 2:20 
Saginaw Intermediate School District and public schools across Saginaw county are waiting to see if 
voters will approve a 1.55 special education millage that will be on the Aug. 2. ballot. A millage, if 
approved by voters, will cost the average Saginaw County homeowner $0.21 a day. “By law, special 
education services are mandated for students. So a local school district has to provide services for 
students whether or not they at times have the funds to provide them,” Director of Special Education 
Erin Senkowski said.

08/29/2022 – 6pm – CMU Welcomes Largest Freshman Class in Years – Local – Runs 2:08
Central Michigan University is welcoming its largest incoming freshman class in eight years.
“Feels great! It feels really awesome,” said Jennifer Dehaemers, the university’s vice president for 
student recruitment and retention. “First time since 2014 that we’ve had an increase in our freshmen 
class.” Since 2014, the number of freshmen at CMU had been on a steady decline, from 3,800 students 
in 2014 to 1,910 in 2021.“Our freshmen class is going to be over 2,000 students this year, and while 
that’s not our very largest class we’ve ever had, it’s definitely larger than last year and the year before,” 
Dehaemers said. The number of incoming transfer students is also up, crediting CMU’s marketing and 
branding campaign.

08/29/2022 – 6pm – Efforts to Encourage People to go into Teaching Amid Shortage – Local – Runs 
2:08
As more people are retiring from the teaching profession, fewer are entering it. The state of Michigan 
and local universities are coming up with ways to steer students toward a career in education. 
The state of Michigan is offering financial help to those who complete education programs. The 
University of Michigan-Flint said these new incentives have already sparked an increase in interest.
“They’re giving them 10,000 dollars in student loans, but it will be forgiven once they’ve worked as a 
teacher,” Dean of the School of Education and Human Services at the University of Michigan-Flint Beth 
Kubitskey said.

09/20/2022 – 11pm – Cheering from the Sidelines: Volleyball Player Recovering from Hit and Run – 
Local – Runs 1:35   
Avery Smith was severely injured in a hit-and-run car accident on August 12. After undergoing several 
surgeries, the sixteen-year-old Arthur Hill High School volleyball player is cheering her team from the 
sidelines. Avery won’t be able to play with the Lady Lumberjacks this season, but the hope is she will be 
back behind the net next year. 

09/26/2022 – 6pm – Genesee Intermediate School District to Break Ground on New GCI Fire Training 
Center – Local – Runs 1:41
A new Fire Training Center will be coming to Genesee county. Today was the groundbreaking for the 
newest addition to the Genesee Intermediate School District campus.
“The hope is that you end up with the majority of the kids that go through the class pursue it and 
become firefighters,” said Kirk Wilkinson, Fire Chief for the City of Burton.
Wilkinson says they are very excited to see the new facility come to fruition.

5. POLITICS

07/28/2022 – 11pm – State, Local Leaders Respond to Landmark Decision by Michigan Supreme Court 
– Local – Runs 2:28



Michigan’s Supreme Court’s landmark decision is being hailed by members of the LGBTQ community. On 
Thursday, June 28, the high court ruled in a 5-2 opinion that the state’s anti-discrimination law covers 
sexual orientation and not just gender.

07/29/2022 – 6pm – Newly Drawn Voting Districts Cause Confusion for Michigan Voters on Tuesday – 
Local – Runs 2:09
Michigan Voters will be heading to the polls Tuesday for the first time since newly drawn congressional 
and legislative district lines have been set. It may cause confusion for some voters who are still trying to 
figure out who they will be voting for. 
  
08/29/2022 – 6pm – How to Apply for Absentee Ballot as Deadline Approaches – Local – 2:26
The November election is quickly approaching. Election officials anticipate a good turnout this year, so 
they’re trying to get the word out about voting options. Midland County Clerk Ann Manary said the 
deadline to request an absentee ballot is coming up.“It’s now a good time to send in your application, 
contact your clerk, find out what you need to do to get your ballot,” Manary said.“The application that 
was sent out would allow you to select August and/or November to receive an absentee ballot,” Manary 
said. “So, it’s a possibility that they actually did both at that time.”

08/24/2022 – 11pm – Student Loan Debt Relief will Affect many Families – Local – Runs 2:43
Cedric Johnson is the parent of an SVSU student from Detroit with one son set to graduate college in a 
year and another beginning his first year in college. Johnson said the loan cancellation is a welcomed 
relief, “It’ll help tremendously, you know, it’ll help lighten the load on the money they have to pay 
back.” More than 40 million Americans could feel some relief, including Freeland resident Benjamin 
Story.

09/09/2022 – 5pm – Abortion on the Ballot: Will it Drive More Voters to the Polls – Local – Runs 1:48
A local political expert believes voter turnout will increase for the general election in November, now 
that the Michigan voters will be able to choose whether to place abortion rights in the state 
constitution. “The abortion issue is probably the number one hot button issue that we’re seeing in the 
election this year” said Paul Rozycki, a retired Mott Community College Political Science Professor. 

09/14/2022 – 5:30pm – Flint Deputy City Clerk to Take City Clerk’s Position Temporarily – Local – Runs 
2:06
As the general election gets closer, the Flint City Council has found a temporary replacement after the 
city clerk announced her retirement. Flint’s City Clerk Inez Brown is leaving the position she’s held for 25 
years at the end of September.The city council appointed Davina Donahue to interim city clerk at its 
meeting Monday night.

. 


