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PROBLEMS AND NEEDS

OVERVIEW

Based on WNEM’s ascertainment of community leaders and from data gathered from 
community organizations, the highest-ranking problems and needs of the Bay City/Flint/Midland 
and Saginaw markets are:

1. Jobs/Economy

2. Crime

3. Weather

4. School/Campus

5. Politics



ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT

OVERVIEW

The following is the quarterly “Issues and Programs” Report placed in the public file of WNEM 
at the open of business day July 10th, 2022. The report covers the period from April 1st through 
June 30th, 2022. The report is based on significant problems and needs determined by WNEM’s 
community ascertainments. Below each problem/need is a brief description of some news 
segments broadcast during the quarter designated to call attention to or address the problem or 
need.



WNEM

BAY CITY/FLINT/MIDLAND AND SAGINAW

April 1 through June 30, 2022

    DATE/PROGRAM      ISSUE /TITLE      SOURCE

1. JOBS & ECONOMY

04/13/2022 – 5pm – Mid Michigan Camping World Talks How Gas Prices Have Affected Sales – Local – 
Runs 1:52

Warmer spring weather has residents thinking ahead to summer and the trips they have planned.
With gas prices fluctuating around the $4, what kind of effect will it have on summer road travel?
 “Gas prices, they fluctuate all the time, we’ve been through this before. And really RVing is still the 
most affordable way to travel,” Robb said.

04/18/2022 – 6:30pm – Midland County Couple to Open New Winery – Local – Runs 1:38

A new Winery that’s a first of its kind will soon be opening its doors in Sanford.  A Midland Couple 
dreamed of opening the business when they retired but decided to do it earlier.  They will grow their 
vines in Midland.  For now, they are stocking the winery with wines made only in Michigan. 

05/20/2022 – 6pm – Mid Michigan Man Lives on Boat for Summer to Save Money on Gas Prices – 
Local – Runs 2:28

With gas prices hitting the $5 mark at gas stations and marinas, it is hitting one local man very hard.  He 
lives a 120 mile round trip from the marina where he keeps his boat. To save gas, he plans to live on his 
boat for the summer to keep costs down on his travel. 

05/25/2022 – 11pm – Home Buying Frenzy Fuels Surge in Prices – Local – Runs 4:57

The purchase price of homes has recently climbed as the number of homes on the market has dropped.  
It’s good news for sellers, but not for buyers.  WNEM follows a young Mid Michigan couple thru the 
frustrating and stressful process of buying a home. 

06/15/2022 – 6pm – Mid Michigan Business Forced to Close Early Due to Heat – Local – Runs 1:38

Some business owners said the heat was too much to justify keeping their doors open on Wednesday.
Diana Rodabaugh co-owns the Flushing Candy Company. “This is the first time we’ve ever had to close 
because of the heat,” Rodabaugh said. She said her business resides in a building built in the 1800s with 
one working air conditioner and that does not cut it in the extreme heat.



06/28/2022 – 5:30pm – COVID – 19 Emergency Rental Assistance to End June 30 – Local – Runs 2:17

The COVID-era program that helped renters pay landlords is closing its application portal Thursday.
The Michigan State Housing Development Authority said if you have rent due, apply now.
“I don’t know where all these families and individuals are going to go,” said Vicky Schultz, CEO of the 
Catholic Charities of Shiawassee and Genesee Counties.

2. CRIME

04/01/2022 – 11:00p – Mother of shooting victim: Even though this monster took her from us, she’s 
never really gone – Local - Runtime: 3:00
 
A grieving mother is devastated over the death of her daughter. Alicia Jackson-Skaggs was the victim of 
the shooting Tuesday night in the parking lot of a Flint Township restaurant. The final act in what police 
are saying began as a pursuit involving her former boyfriend and his mother.

04/06/2022 – 6pm – Swanson Responds to “Unpleasant” video of Use of Force – Local – Runs 2:19

Genesee County Sheriff Chris Swanson said an investigation is underway after a video emerged of a 
Genesee County Sheriff’s deputy using excessive force on a suspect. The video shows deputies retaining 
the man on the floor of Hurley Hospital, and one deputy punching him several times. 

05/11/2022 – 6pm – Grand Blanc Woman Arrested in Large Scale Opioid Operation – Local – Runs 2:24

Michigan State Police executed search warrants on Wednesday as part of a large-scale opioid operation 
in multiple cities, including Grand Blanc. Nurse practitioners were issuing illegal prescriptions for tens of 
thousands of controlled pills, specifically hydrocodone and oxycodone, with most of these being illegally 
diverted for street sales, MSP said.

05/27/2022 – 6pm – Police Chief on Gas Thefts: “I’ve Never Seen Anything Like This” – Local – Runs 
2:10

As gas prices climb, some have given up on paying for it and are stealing it instead.
On Monday, Sebewaing County Park manager Jason Pierce was trying to figure out why gas from his 
Huron County work vehicle leaked out. That’s when someone noticed there was a hole drilled into his 
gas tank. Authorities believe someone punctured the fuel tank and got away with the gas inside.
“I’m kind of shocked,” Pierce said. “I’ve never heard of that.”

06/01/2022 – 6pm – Flint Police Asking Community for Help to Keep City Safe – Local – Runs 2:47

 A mother is dead, and a child is wounded following a shooting in Flint Wednesday morning.
It is one of the many shootings plaguing the Vehicle City recently.
Over the last several days, Flint has seen five shootings that sent five people to the hospital, and left one 
person dead. Flint Police Det. Tyrone Booth says the police department cannot keep the community safe 
on its own. He said residents throughout Flint need to do their part to help fight against criminal activity.



06/21/2022 – 5:30pm - Multi -County Sting Operation Leads to Four Human Trafficking Arrests – Local 
– Runs 2:07

The Genesee County Sheriff’s GHOST team partnered with the Saginaw County sheriff to arrest multiple 
residents in a human trafficking case. The two-month operation, which resulted in the arrest of three 
individuals in Saginaw County and one from Bay County, was six months in the making. The joint 
operations also included the Oakland County Sheriff’s Office and there will be more arrests announced 
Wednesday.

3. WEATHER

04/06/2022 – 5pm – Farmer May Have to Delay Start of Crop Growing Due to Rain – Local – Runs 1:57

Mid-Michigan is getting inundated with water as rain showers have been falling constantly since the 
beginning of April.
A local farmer is concerned he won’t be able to plant his crops on time because of the weather.
“Everything in farming is usually an unknown,” said David Eickholt, owner of Eickholt Seed Farms in 
Shiawassee County.
This is Eickholt’s 51st year of growing crops. He said he would like to plant soybeans by April 25. But 
right now, he’s not sure if that’s going to happen.

04/15/2022 – 11pm – Wind Topples Flamingo Motel’s Sign in Bay City – Local – Runs 1:44

The skies in Bay City are a little less bright now after a familiar sign that has been around for decades 
was no match for this blow from Mother Nature. One of the oldest neon signs in Bay City, withstood its 
final gust of wind on Friday.

05/23/2022 – 6pm – Gaylord Man Remembers Scary Experience Sheltering from Tornado – Local – 
Runs 2:18

The Gaylord community is still reeling after a massive EF-3 tornado hit their small northern Michigan 
town killing two and injuring dozens of others.

05/31/2022 – 6pm – Gaylord Woman, Team Reuniting Lost Pets After Tornado – Local – Runs 2:24

When a deadly EF-3 tornado hit the town of Gaylord, not only did it displaced people, but hundreds of 
pets. We meet a woman who uses Facebook to help residents find their lost pets following the 
devastation. 

06/14/2022 – 5pm – Consumers Energy Prepares for Record Breaking Heat Wave – Local – Runs 1:45

With the potential for record-breaking heat on the way, people across the state will be looking for ways 
to cool off. That means cranking up fans and air conditioners, and more energy spent in the process. 



While the electrical grid is prepared to provide electricity for customers, Consumers is asking customers 
to be mindful of the amount of energy they are using and the time of day they are using it. The company 
is also asking customers to move their power usage to off peak times.

06/16/2022 – 6pm – Mid-Michigan Home Had Most of It’s Roof Torn Off By Winds – Local – Runs 2:05

Strong winds caused heavy damage throughout mid-Michigan Wednesday knocking down trees and 
power lines proving to be too much for many homes throughout the area.

4. EDUCATION/SCHOOLS

 04/04/2022 – 6:00p – Mid-Michigan universities re-think strategy as enrollment steadily declines  – 
Local – Runs 2:17
Enrollment at local universities is steadily declining year after year. While the pandemic didn’t help 
boost admission rates, Michigan and Midwest schools at large were seeing a downward trend going 
back before COVID-19.

04/05/2022 – 6:00p – Bay City Public Schools looking at potential change in transportation – Local
Runtime: 2:22

One mid-Michigan school district is looking into changing who transports its students every day. Bay City 
Public Schools is open for proposals from private companies to take over the multi-million-dollar 
challenge.

05/10/2022 – 11pm – Bay City Schools Vote to Keep Current Bus Drivers – Local – Runs 1:45

The Bay City School Board voted unanimously to keep their current bus drivers instead of privatizing 
their transportation. 

05/31/2022 – 5:50pm – High Education Enrollment Down Statewide – Local – Runs 1:53

Despite the national trend of colleges and universities seeing a decline in enrollment, some Mid-
Michigan colleges are seeing an uptick in student enrollment. Schools are working with K-12 partners to 
get more students double enrolled in high school and colleges.  A new report shows Michigan outpaced 
the national 4.7 percent decline in spring enrollment and was the only state to see a double-digit 
decrease of 15.5 percent.

06/01/2022 – 6pm – Garber High School Student Receives Detention for Propping Door Open – Local – 
Runs 1:41

A local mother is upset her daughter received several days of detention for leaving a door propped open 
at Garber High School.  The school eventually reduced the punishment for one day, but the mother says 
her daughter should not have been disciplined at all. 

06/22/2022 – 6pm – State Pandemic Lunch Program Set to Expire – Local – Runs 2:34



A pandemic-era program that helps provide free school lunch to students is set to expire at the end of 
the month. Lawmakers proposes a bill to extend the assistance through September next year, but it has 
stalled. Ericka Taylor of the Saginaw Intermediate School District is concerned that some parents will 
soon have to worry about how to feed their children while in school.

5. POLITICS

04/11/2022 – 6pm – Genesee County Official Reacts to Clerk Being Charged – Local – Runs 2:51
Genesee County Clerk, John Gleason, remains on the job after he was criminally charged with witness 
intimidation and willful neglect of duties.  The head of the Genesee Board of Commissioners says 
despite the charges Gleason will remain on the job unless one three things happens: 1. He resigns  2. 
Voters petition for a recall 3. The Governor removes him from office. 

04/26/2022 – 5pm – Flint Councilman Escorted from Meeting in Handcuffs – Local – Runs 3:08

Former Flint Council President Eric Mays is escorted out of a Flint City Council meeting by police, in 
handcuffs, just weeks after the council voted him out of his president seat. Mays left the meeting and 
then returned unannounced.  The council voted for him to leave, and he would only leave if escorted by 
police in handcuffs. 

05/18/2022 – 5pm – Five GOP Candidates for Governor Disqualified from Ballot – Local – Runs 2:02

Five Republican Candidates for Michigan Governor, including the two front runners, were disqualified by 
the State Board of Canvassers for not filing enough validated signatures to qualify for the August 
primary.

05/25/2022 – 11pm – Michigan Lawmakers Debate On Best Way to Stop School Shootings – Local – 
Runs 2:19

Michigan Democrats renew their push on gun safety bills, including tightening gun storage rules and 
punishment for adults who let kids get their hands on guns. 

06/09/2022 – 6pm – Ryan Kelly Arrested by the FBI – Local – Runs 1:58
The Republican Michigan Gubernatorial candidate was arrested for charges in connection with the 
January 6, 2021 insurrection. 

06/15/2022 – 11pm – Flint Mayor Provides City Council With Plan on How to Spend ARPA Funds – 
Local – Runs 2:21

There is discord between the Mayor of the City of Flint and the City Council over how to spend $94.7M 
in ARPA Relief Funds. 


