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PROBLEMS AND NEEDS

OVERVIEW

Based on WNEM’s ascertainment of community leaders and from data gathered from 
community organizations, the highest-ranking problems and needs of the Bay City/Flint/Midland 
and Saginaw markets are:

1. Jobs/Economy

2. Crime

3. Weather

4. School/Campus

5. Politics



ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT

OVERVIEW

The following is the quarterly “Issues and Programs” Report placed in the public file of WNEM 
at the open of business day January 10, 2023. The report covers the period from October 1st 
through December 31st, 2022. The report is based on significant problems and needs determined 
by WNEM’s community ascertainments. Below each problem/need is a brief description of some 
news segments broadcast during the quarter designated to call attention to or address the problem 
or need.



WNEM

BAY CITY/FLINT/MIDLAND AND SAGINAW

October 1 – December 31, 2022

    DATE/PROGRAM      ISSUE /TITLE      SOURCE

1. JOBS & ECONOMY

10/10/2022 – 5pm – Saginaw County Looking to Fill Medical Examiner Investigator Openings 
– Local – Runs 2:03
The Chief Medical Examiner for Saginaw County is looking for ten people who want to become 
Medical Examiner Investigators. The on-call position responds to death scenes and documents 
relevant circumstances surrounding deaths. The county currently has six but the ME says the 
county needs more. 

10/17/2022 – 6pm – Burton Fire Department Operating at Half Staff – Local – Runs 2:12
The Burton Fire Department is on a mission to hire more firefighters. Shortages have the 
department operating at half -staff.  The Fire Chief tells TV5 that 25 years ago the department 
had 65 paid employees. It is now operating with just 30. But the Chief assures that the staffing 
shortage is not affecting their ability to serve the community. 

11/25/2022 – 11pm – Small Businesses Hoping for Big Business on Small Business Saturday – 
Local – Runs 2:28
As the holiday shopping season officially kicks off on Black Friday, small businesses in Mid-
Michigan hope shoppers will hit the big box stores on Friday and shop small local businesses on 
Saturday.  They say every local dollar spent locally, stays local. 

11/29/2022 – 5pm – President Biden’s Visit Talks Future of Jobs in Michigan & US – Local – 
Runs 1:41
President Joe Biden visited Bay County to discuss the manufacturing boom at SK Siltron’s CCS 
Semiconductor material manufacturing facility, which makes semiconductor wafers optimal for 
use in electric vehicles. Last year, the company announced a $300 million expansion of it’s 
Michigan operation. The investment will allow SKI Siltron CCS to quadruple its production over 
the next few years and create 150 more jobs. 

12/1/2022 – 6p – Gas Price Disparities in Mid-Michigan – Local – Runs 3:23
Motorists looking to fuel up for below $3 a gallon can do so in Saginaw County’s Bridgeport 
Township. Gas stations right off I-75 in that area are selling gas for 60 to 90 cents lower than 
other gas stations in the county. According to one gas station manager, the price reduction is 
the by-product of a price war with neighboring competitors. 



12/6/2022 – 5pm - Minimum Wage Increase Could Harm Servers, Restaurants – Local – Runs 
2:23
A Bay City Pub owner, and several of his wait staff are concerned about the potential for 
significant wage increases for his staff, when the stat minimum wage rises at the start of 2023. 
The change could triple every restaurants payroll. Servers fear if consumers know their hourly 
wage is higher, will not tip and they won’t make as much money.  

2. CRIME

10/7/2022 – 5pm – Saginaw Receives More Federal Dollars to Fight Crime – Local – Runs 2:27
The City of Saginaw is getting more money to help fight crime. Congressman Dan Kildee 
announced the city will receive nearly $350,000 as part of the Project Safe Neighborhoods 
Grant. The money will help reduce crime, combat gun violence and improve public safety in the 
city. 

10/19/2022 – 6pm – Mark Latunski Found Guilty of First-Degree Murder – Local – Runs 2:56
Mark Latunski, who pled guilty in September to open murder in the killing of Kevin Bacon and is facing a 
mandatory sentence of life without the possibility of parole. Wednesday’s court proceeding was the 
conclusion of a degree hearing for Latunski to determine if his guilty plea would be for first degree 
murder, second degree murder, or manslaughter. Judge Matthew Stewart determined Latunski’s actions 
in December 2019 constituted first degree murder. “The court does not find this crime committed in the 
heat of passion. The court finds that this is a crime of cold calculation. Kevin Bacon’s death was Mark 
Latunski’s design,” Stewart said.

11/06/2022 – 5am – Police Chase Leads to Multiple Car Crash – Local – Runs 1:05
Two teenagers are in police custody after Saginaw police say they led officers on a chase inside 
a stolen vehicle. At one point, police say one of the teens threw a gun out the car window. The 
chase ended when the teens crashed in to two vehicles at the intersection of Washington and 
Genesee. The teens took off on foot but were quickly captured by police. 

11/21/2022 – 6pm – Sister Speaks Out in Hopes Brother’s Murderer Comes Forward – Local – 
Runs 2:28
Flint Police are searching for Charles Crutcher, a man they consider “armed and dangerous” in 
connection with a deadly stabling that took place in October. The sister of the stabbing victim, 
Donald Kastler, tells TV5 her brother was previously in a relationship with Cruther. A 
relationship that was filled with violence. Heidi Yost hopes Crutcher will turn himself in.

12/14/2022 – 5pm – Sheriff: Suspect with Filed Teeth Threatened to ‘Rip Out Victim’s throat’ 
– Local – Runs 2:31
The Genesee County Sheriff’s Office has arrested at 36-year-old Flint man, accused of 
kidnapping a pregnant woman, barricading her in a house and sex trafficking her for weeks. 
Sheriff Chris Swanson says the man, Michael Barajas told the woman if she didn’t everything he 



told her to do, he would bite her neck and rip out her throat with his teeth, which he filed down 
to sharpened points. 

12/20/2022 – 11pm – Midland County Sheriff Warns of Phone Scammer Posing as Deputy – 
Local – Runs 1:41 
The Midland County Sheriff is warning people that someone is posing as one of his deputies 
over the phone. “They were basically telling folks that they were representing our office and 
they were calling them because they had missed jury duty. And so they were trying to collect a 
sort of payment to keep them out of trouble,” said Midland County Sheriff Myron Greene. He 
says law enforcement agencies, or the IRS, will not demand money over the phone for any 
reason.

3. WEATHER

10/4/2022 – 6pm – Michigan Native Helps to Restore Power in Florida Following Hurricane 
Ian – Local – Runs 2:00
Michigan native Aaron Schiefer is currently working for the Tampa Electric Company. He has 
been working 16 hour days to help restore power the state after Hurricane Ian. He says they are 
currently down to 800 people left without power in the city of Tampa. That number started at 
300,000.

10/17/2022 – 6pm – Winter Sends Calling Card to Mid-Michigan – Local – Runs 2:01
Snowflakes have already been flying across Mid-Michigan. County Road Commissions around 
the area say they are already preparing to treat and clear roads, even as gas prices are on the 
rise. The Counties have budgeted properly for the gas hike and fell rising prices will not have an 
affect on their ability to clear the roads. 

11/18/2022 – 5pm – Saginaw County Road Commission says “We’re Doing the Best We Can” 
– Local – Runs 1:55
The snowy weather made for a slow go on the roads in Saginaw County overnight, leaving some 
to question why they weren’t in better shape. The managing director for the Saginaw County 
Road Commission tells TV5 the night crew isn’t scheduled to begin until December, so the day 
shift did the best they could salting and preparing for the overnight winter conditions. 

11/25/2022 – 11pm – Mid-Michigan Mom Didn’t Hesitate to help with Aftermath of 
Hurricane Ian – Local – Runs 3:46
WNEM introduces viewers to Jennifer Gruesbeck, a mother of two and Covenant Hospital who 
responded to an inner calling to travel to Florida and help with the relief efforts after Hurricane 
Ian. 

12/25/2022 – 11pm – Travel Delays Bring Strangers Together on Christmas – Local Runs 1:42
When three strangers find themselves stranded at the Bay City, MI bus station on Christmas 
Day, and discovered their Trailways Bus trip to Detroit was cancelled, they decided to spend the 



holiday together.  One of the stranded travelers was from Bay City, so she invited the other two 
to spend the holiday in her home. 

12/26/2022 – 5pm – Crews Still Cleaning Up the Mess Left by Winter Storm – Local – Runs 
2:19
More than 48 hours after a blizzard conditions hit Mid-Michigan, both state and country road 
crews are still working to remove all the snow on the roads. While many highways are clear, 
some back roads and side streets are still seeing large snow drifts. 

4. EDUCATION/SCHOOLS

10/6/2022 – 5:30pm – New SVSU Partnership to Help Students Get Nursing Degrees – Local – 
Runs 1:54
Saginaw Valley State University is partnering with Kirtland Community College in northern 
Michigan to help students obtain their nursing degree.  SVSU will offer students two different 
obtain on how to gain their bachelors degree in Nursing. 

10/27/2022 – 5pm – Genesee County Prosecutor Taking School Threats Seriously – Local – 
Runs 2:21
A Mid- Michigan School district is forced to close for the rest of the week, after multiple school 
threats. Atherton Community Schools have had on-going issues with school threats that are 
being sent thru airdrop, which means the threat is coming from inside the school building. 
Genesee County Prosecutor David Leyton says he is not taking the threats lightly and will 
prosecute those who are caught to the fullest extent. 

11/29/2022 – 11pm – UM-Flint Students, Faculty Discuss Enrollment and Graduation Crisis – 
Local – Runs 2:16
University of Michigan-Flint students, faculty and staff members attended a community town 
hall to provide ideas and solutions to the university’s struggling enrollment and graduation 
rates. First-year student enrollment has declined each year since 2017, while the university says 
six-year graduation rates are the lowest of the state’s 15 public universities. The university also 
said high school graduation rates are continuing to decline across the state. Chancellor 
Debasish Dutta and the University of Michigan Board of Regents launched a strategic 
transformation plan to resolve enrollment and graduation decline, but many fear it will mean 
cuts to programs and services.

11/29/2022 – 6pm – Safety Policies Not Implemented at Oxford Schools Before Deadly 
Shooting – Local – Runs 2:08
Two former Oxford School Board members are blowing the whistle on Oxford School 
Administrators, claiming the school board was lied too. The men claim the school did not follow 
school safety protocols based on federal guidelines and research to help prevent targeted 
school violence. 



12/17/2022 – 11pm – Elementary School Makes Meals for Those in Need – Local – Runs 1:51
Educators and volunteers from Freeman Elementary School in Flint worked side by side to make 
sure no one is hungry this holiday season. More than 100 food boxes were put together by 
volunteers and delivered to needy families. 100 is almost half of all the students who attend the 
school. 

12/19/2022 – 6pm – Investigation Underway After Child was Left Outside, Alone at School – 
Local – Runs 1:51
The Saginaw Intermediate School District is investigating an incident where a preschool child 
was left alone and unattended on a school playground. The child’s mother tells TV5 she found 
out about the incident from a good Samaritan who took a picture of the child, and then helped 
the child get back into the school. A letter was sent home to parents the day the incident 
happened, by the mother was never notified by the school that is was her daughter. 

5. POLITICS

10/25/2022 – 11pm – Flint City Council Continues Debate Over ARPA Budget – Local – Runs 
1:43
Flint city council held a special affairs committee meeting to discuss the allocation plan of 
American Rescue Plan Act funding. This comes after the council presented their ARPA budget 
on October 17th. Council members Ladel Lewis and Judy Priestley presented the council’s 
budget as a response to the proposed ARPA budget from Mayor Sheldon Neeley’s office.

10/28/2022 – 11pm – Michigan Secretary of State Talks Election Security, Voter Intimidation 
– Local – Runs 2:46
Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson visited Saginaw to talk about election security, 
battling misinformation and what’s being done to ensure a safe election for all voters on 
November 8.

11/8/2022 – 6pm – Saginaw Twp. Woman Says She Was Sent to Wrong Poll on Election Day – 
Local – Runs 1:56
A Saginaw Township woman was left wondering where to go after she showed up to the polling 
site listed on her voter registration card and no one was there.  She ended up at the County 
Clerk’s office, who told her the polling site had changed, and that updated registration cards 
with the new polling location were sent out in July, but some of the voters never received those 
updated cards. 

11/28/2022 – 6pm -Former Genesee County Clerk Sentenced – Local – Runs 2:35
Former Genesee County Clerk John Gleason was sentenced for his charges of witness bribing, 
intimidating, interfering and willful neglect of duty. Gleason was charged of attempting to 
intimidate an employee and to create and backdate a marriage affidavit and license for a 
marriage her officiated in Shiawassee County. He was sentenced to probation and pay a $100 
fine. 



12/3/2022 – 11pm – Primary Proposal Could Move Michigan up in Presidential Elections – 
Local – Runs 2:12
A proposal by President Joe Bident could shake up the democratic primary calendar, one that 
could give Michigan a bigger say in picking a potential front runner.  Michigan’s primary would 
be moved up to before super Tuesday. Michigan Democrats appear receptive of the changes. 

12/28/2022 – 12pm – Breaking News: Co-Leader of 2020 Plot to Kidnap Governor Whitmer 
Sentenced – State – Runs :45
Barry Croft Jr., the co-leader in the plot to kidnap Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer was 
sentenced in Federal court to more than 19 years in prison. His sentencing comes the day after 
his partner, Adam Fox was sentenced to 16 years in prison.  The pair and members of their 
group plotted to kidnap the Governor in 2020 over what they perceived to be her “strict” 
COVID 19 policies. 


