
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT

Station: WZZM

Location: Grand Rapids, Michigan

For quarter beginning:

July 1, 2018  

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 
station during the reporting period.

The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and 
times indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues 
of concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.



Date: September 30, 2018               

Listed below are the problems and needs of the community that were most 
actively addressed on WZZM 13 Gannett Broadcasting.  The items are not 
necessarily in order of importance. Other community problems and needs are 
noted on support documents attached in this report. Those documents also 
reflect local programs that address these needs.

1.  Community Involvement
2.  Crime
3.  Diversity
4.  Economic Development
5.  Education
6.  Family
7.  Government
8.  Health
9.  Religion
10. Safety
11. Youth



PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local 
issues and concerns in the station’s city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes 
and segments of these programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following 
pages.

Program Name Schedule
 (Day/Time)

Description
(Note whether local, syndicated or network)

Children and Mental 
Health

7/9/18 at 5:00pm
1:30

Last week we shared a piece of Melinda's story on our 
13 On Your Side facebook page. Many of you shared 
stories of your own struggles in receiving proper help 
for mental illnesses. Tonight, 13 on your side's Emma 
Nicolas shares the full story of how this one mother has 
spent the last 3 years getting denied care for her 12 
year old daughter, who has been suicidal and 
diagnosed with bipolar disorder. When Melinda's 
daughter was 9 years old she threatened to take her 
own life on the school playground. Since then, now 12-
year-old Destiny has been placed at in-patient facilities 
for brief stints more than a dozen times. As her mother 
continues to search for a long term solution. We 
reached out to the Michigan department of health and 
human services to see if there are other options when 
the sole state hospital for children is filled, they said 
there are other privately owned hospitals that accept 
Medicaid -- but say they aren't sure if those facilities are 
also filled. 

Med Marijuana New 
Conditions

7/10/18 at 5:00pm
1:44

Autism, Colitis and Parkinson's Disease are among the 
11 illnesses added to the list for qualifying conditions to 
get a Michigan medical marijuana card. Among the 11 
denied? Anxiety, Depression and Brain injury. In a 4 to 
2 vote by the review panel, both anxiety and depression 
were denied. Most members of the medical marijuana 
review panel are licensed physicians who took into 
account public comments, research and their own 
expertise in casting their vote. But we've gotten many 
comments on Facebook from people who say they are 
shocked that those mental illnesses we mentioned were 
"not" approved. 13 on Your Side's Nina Desarro joins 
us now with more. 

Kidney Search
& Kidney Fun Facts

7/13/18 at 6:00pm
2:38 & .20

Members of a West Michigan family are taking the fight 
to save a young woman's life into their "own hands". 22-
year-old Alyssa Clark is in kidney failure. And as "13 On 
Your Side lakeshore reporter" Jaleesa Irizarry explains, 
her mother is taking her plea for an organ donation to 
the streets.

According to the "National Kidney Foundation" there 
are about 100-thousand people awaiting kidney 
transplants. The median wait time for a person's first 
kidney transplant, is more than three and-a-half years. 
13 people die each day waiting for a transplant. A 



kidney from a living donor functions for an average of 
12-to-20 years. A kidney from a deceased donor lasts 
8-to-12 years.

FFL Verify: Soy 7/13/18 at 6:00pm
1:10

It's 13 Friends for Life Day. Time to remind your Friend 
for Life to Know Her Normal. And that includes 
everything from breast SELF-exams to annual 
mammograms and knowing what's normal for her body. 
We've been hearing the conflicting views on whether or 
not soy can increase the risk of breast cancer. Health 
Reporter Valerie Lego Verifies if that's true.  

Soap and Superbugs
7/18/18 at 6:00am

2:30

If you've gone to the doctor lately you may have noticed 
it's a little harder to get antibiotics. Health Reporter 
Valerie Lego is here with why doctors are taking this 
issue of *over-prescribing* anti-biotics so seriously.

Meijer Healthy 
Checkout

7/20/18 at 6:00am
1:20 

Some of you might see new billboards the way to work 
asking Meijer to get healthy at the checkout line. Health 
Reporter Val Lego is here to explain who's behind it and 
what they mean.

Children’s Healing 
Center

7/23/18 at 6:00am
2:30

For most parents sending their kids off to camp is a fun 
experience... but for others it may not even be an 
option... especially if their child has a compromised 
immune system. But that's changed thanks to the 
Children's Healing Center in Grand Rapids... the 
nation's only germ free Children's Center. Health 
Reporter Valerie Lego is live to talk about a few 
summer camps available this year.

Kent County West 
Nile Mosquitoes

8/3/18 at 5:00pm
.35

Recent tests show mosquitos carrying the virus in three 
zip codes. One covers the Kentwood-Cutlerville area. 
Another covers Wyoming and the third covers parts of 
Grand Rapids and Walker. Only 20-percent of people 
infected will notice symptoms. They include headaches, 
body aches, joint pains and fatigue. Most people 
recover completely but fatigue may last for weeks or 
even months. There is no vaccine or cure for West Nile, 
so the best treatment is prevention. The health 
department recommends wearing a mosquito repellant 
that contains 10-to-35 percent DEET.

Crayon Warning 8/9/18 at 6:00am
.45

As you prepare kids to head back to school... an 
advocacy group is warning parents about what type of 
crayons they buy. The U-S public research group 
education Fund says it found asbestos in Playskool 
brand crayons. They are now calling for that brand to 
be recalled. The group tested six brands for toxic 
chemicals. Only the Playskool 36-count crayons bought 
at a Dollar Tree store tested positive. A spokesperson 
for Playskool's parent company, Hasbro, told The 
Washington Post it is conducting a "thorough 
investigation" and reviewing lab tests. The post also 
reports Dollar Tree executives say their independent 
tests showed now asbestos.

Swine Flu Worries 8/9/18 at 6:00pm
1:45

We begin with concerns over the swine flu, coinciding 
with the annual Kent County Youth Fair. Late last 
month, several animal tested positive for the swine flu 
at the Fowlerville Family Fair in Livingston County. Two 
people exposed to the animals at the fair later 



contracted "influenza-A". 13 On Your Side's Shanna 
Grove spoke with the Kent County health department 
over the potential for swine flu in West Michigan.

 
Orthosomnia 8/14/18 at 6:00am

2:30

Fitness trackers are a great way to let you know if 
you're keeping your healthy goals... but they can also 
keep you up at night. Especially if you are worried 
about whether or not you're getting enough sleep. 
Health reporter Valerie Lego is here is with a new type 
of sleep disorder that's creeping into our bedrooms.

West Nile Virus Setup 8/15/18 at 5:00pm
1:02

Summertime means hot weather, days outside -- and 
mosquitoes. Now, Kent County health workers say 
"this" could be West Michigan's worst summer ever... 
for mosquitoes carrying the West Nile Virus. Our area 
has been dealing with West Nile for 15-years. So far 
this season, those workers have collected a VERY high 
number of the type of mosquitoes that carry the virus. 
The virus was first discovered in 1937, in the Central 
African nation of Uganda. It was first detected here in 
the United States in 1999. The first U-S cases that year 
were in New York City. West Nile is a viral infection, 
typically spread by mosquitoes. Researchers at the "U-
S Centers for Disease control" say there are "no" 
vaccines to prevent catching it and no specific 
treatment for the virus. And most people who are bitten 
by mosquitoes carrying West Nile "never" feel any 
effects. But those who do get sick, experience 
everything from flu-like symptoms to neurological 
issues. We have team coverage on the West Nile 
threat. 13 On Your Side's, Sarah Sell looks at how pets 
and other animals can be affected. But we begin with 
our Noah Fromson, with the concerns health workers 
are sharing today.

Sugary Drinks and 
the Heart

8/15/18 at 5:00pm
1:07

Children drink double the amount of sports drinks... 
chocolate milk... and fruit juice as their parents. That 
statistic is prompting a new campaign to help reduce 
the sugary drinks our children consume. 13 On Your 
Side Health Reporter Valerie Lego has more on 
"Rethink Your Drink".

Backpack Safety 8/20/18 at 6:00am
2:00

One of the must haves for back to school includes a 
backpack. Once your child has chosen the perfect color 
and style... that's where you come in as a parent. 
Health Reporter Valerie Lego is here with some 
backpack safety tips.

Opioid Epidemic 8/21/18 at 5:00pm
2:10

The opioid epidemic. The death toll from drug abuse 
and addiction continues to rise. And it’s quickly 
becoming one of the leading causes of death in the U-
S. The Centers for Disease Control has released 
"preliminary" estimates on the number of people killed 
in drug overdoses last year. The number - a record 72-
thousand in 2017. Experts at the C-D-C say that 
number is higher than the yearly totals for causes like 
H-I-V, car crashes or gun deaths. According to the 
federal government, 115 people die every day after 
overdosing on opioids. That class of drug includes 
many prescription pain relievers, heroin, and synthetic 
opioids like fentanyl. Coming up, we have team 
coverage on the opioid epidemic, including a look at 
efforts to make addiction care more accessible. But we 
begin with 13 On Your side's Noah Fromson, and a look 
at the growing death toll from opioids in our state.
For the first time, the CDC is issuing guidelines for 
diagnosing and treating concussions in children, which 



CDC and Child 
Concussions

9/4/18 at 5:00pm
1:26

is also known as a mild Traumatic Brain Injury. 13 On 
Your Side Health Reporter, Valerie Lego explains how 
these new guidelineRos will provide a consistent 
approach to managing them.

DeVos Health Impact 9/6/18 at 5:00pm
1:05

There were many contributions Rich DeVos made to 
our community... including becoming an advocate for 
organ donation after his heart transplant in 1997. 13 on 
your side Health Reporter Valerie Lego is here, with 
how this sparked the support for a heart transplant 
program here in Grand Rapids.

Pink Hearts & Suicide 9/10/18 at 6:00am
2:30

Today is World Suicide Prevention Day.  A Grand 
Rapids non-profit called "I understand" is working to 
erase the stigma surrounding suicide with a special 
event today. It's called Pink Heart Day for Mental Health 
and it's happening at Rosa Parks Circle. That's where 
13 ON YOUR SIDE's Valerie Lego joins us live to tell us 
more about the importance of this event.

Flu Spray Approved 9/10/18 at 6:00pm
1:45

A flu shot alternative is back on the table... after the 
Center for Disease Control approved its use for this 
upcoming season. 13 On Your Side lakeshore reporter 
Jaleesa Irizarry has what you need to know about the 
flu vaccination doctors say is perfect for kids. 

FFL: Broccoli Sprouts 9/16/18 at 6:00am
.56

Now to a study that's giving new hope in the fight 
against breast cancer. Health Reporter Valerie Lego is 
here with the one thing you can *eat*... that could not 
only protect "you"... but also your unborn baby. 

Mosquitoes and 
West Nile

9/18/18 at 6:00pm
1:00

New numbers tonight are raising concern about the 
recent surge in mosquitoes and illnesses linked to 
them. Specifically--- a harsh strain of the West Nile 
Virus. 13 On Your Side Health Reporter Valerie Lego 
begins our team coverage with numbers just released 
tonight.

Overisel Flu Shots 9/25/18 at 5:00am
.20

Fall is here, which means flu season is not far off, which 
is why 2 Holland-area fire departments are holding flu 
clinics this week, today from 9-thirty to noon, the 
Bentheim Station will be giving out flu shots and then 
tomorrow at the Overisel Station 142nd Avenue. 
Injections are free with most insurances including 
Medicare.  

Allegan West Nile 
Death

9/25/18 at 5:00pm
.42

State and local health workers are reporting two more 
deaths linked to the West Nile Virus -- and one of the 
victims is in Allegan County. The other newly reported 
death is in Oakland county. Experts say this is 
Michigan's worst mosquito season in years, and many 
of the insects are carrying the West Nile virus. Most 
who get infected won't develop symptoms but West Nile 
can be dangerous especially for the very young or old, 
and patients with compromised immune systems. Four 
people statewide have died due to the virus this year. 
Health workers say the best protection is prevention, 
including wearing an insect repellant containing 
"Deet"... Avoiding being outside at dusk and dawn, 
when mosquito activity is high... and wearing light-
colored long-sleeved shirts, and long pants.

ArtPrize Mental 
Health

9/28/18 at 5:00pm
1:32

There are many artists at ArtPrize that use their entry 
as way to create conversation around health issues like 
cancer... disability... and mental health. Valerie Lego: 
That's what one local artist is doing with her entry 
Disease Does Not Discriminate. I talked with Leyna 
Luttrulo about her piece and how she is bringing 
awareness to mental illness and how it tragically often 



leads to suicide.

Issue-Responsive Programming

Local Issue:  Unfortunately, crime is in the news daily. Here’s a list of some of the crime related stories 
we have covered:

Program Date Time Duration Description

Human 
Trafficking Mtg.

7/4/18 6:000pm 1:38
It's something that's 
hidden in plain sight 
and remains 
unnoticed more 
often than not. 
However we do hear 
stories of a flight 
attendant...a 
passerby or a 
neighbor who 
notices something 
odd or unusual and 
contacts police. 
Which is exactly 
what the Walker 
police department is 
encouraging you to 
do... if you think 
someone is being 
trafficked.  Every 
year, Walker police 
host a citywide 
neighborhood watch 
meeting. This year it 
focuses on human 
trafficking because 
believe it or not...it 
does happen right 
here in West 
Michigan.

Jason Dalton 
Appeals Court

7/10/18 5:00pm 1:56
It's been nearly two 
and a half years 
since a shooting 
rampage in 
Kalamazoo County 
left six people dead 
and two wounded. 
The accused 
gunman, Jason 
Dalton, still hasn't 
gone to trial. The 
case has been 
delayed for a 
competency 
examination and 
court challenges 



about statements he 
made to police. The 
state Court of 
Appeals today heard 
arguments about 
what Dalton said to 
police after his 
arrest. 13 on your 
side's John Hogan 
has more on what 
happened in court 
today.

Holland TWP. 
Pharmacy 
Robbery

7/12/18 5:00pm 1:41
The search 
continues for two 
men, who robbed an 
Ottawa County 
pharmacy for 
prescription drugs. 
Two store 
employees were 
inside the Holland 
Township "C-V-S 
store" around five 
this morning when 
the robbers walked 
in. It happened at C-
V-S at Douglas and 
River Avenues. 13 
On Your Side 
lakeshore reporter 
Jaleesa Irizarry 
spoke with 
authorities today 
and has the latest.

Aggressive 
Panhandler

7/16/18 6:00pm 1:50
We turn now to a 
crime alert in Grand 
Rapids. A 
panhandler is 
startling people on 
the west side. In 
some cases walking 
onto their property 
and flagging down 
moving cars for 
help. People have 
been talking about it 
on Facebook today, 
frightened by the 
panhandler's 
approach and 
wondering how to 
respond. 13 On your 
Side's Emma 
Nicolas talk to 
experts today and 
joins us now with 
some advice.

GR Westside Bat 
Beating

7/20/18 5:00pm 1:30
We have a crime 
alert now out of 
Grand Rapids West 
side. Police are 
looking for the man 



who assaulted a 
brew-pub employee 
on Leonard Street 
Northwest. The 
weapon may have 
been a baseball bat. 
It happened early 
this morning at the 
Mitten Brewing 
Company at the 
corner of Leonard 
and Quarry Avenue. 
The assault victim is 
still in the hospital. 
13 On Your Side's 
John Hogan spoke 
to the police and 
brew-ub workers 
about what is being 
called an 
unprovoked, random 
attack.

GRPD Search for 
Toddler

8/2/18 5:00pm 2:00
Now to our other 
breaking news of 
the day -- the 
statewide search for 
a missing boy from 
Grand Rapids has 
ended. The child 
was found in 
southwest Michigan 
this afternoon, and 
the woman police 
say took him is in 
custody. Police 
issued an Amber 
Alert this morning-- 
a day after his 
mother said his 
babysitter didn't 
bring the boy home. 
Authorities say 19-
year-old Lyesha 
Gibbs picked up 
one-year-old, Miquis 
Jenkins yesterday. 
We're told she 
watches the boy 
often but when he 
didn't come home, 
his mom called 
police from an 
apartment complex 
in NE Grand Rapids.  
We have team 
coverage today 
beginning with 13 on 
your side's Nina 
Desarro who spent 
the afternoon talking 
to Miquis's family.
She reported that 



False Amber 
Alert

8/8/18 5:00pm 1:45 someone took her 
car from a Grand 
Rapids gas station 
early Sunday with 
her 20-month-old 
daughter inside. 
Jennell Ross' report 
of an abduction 
triggered a 
statewide Amber 
Alert. Police now 
say she made it all 
up.   The 27-year-
old Grand Rapids 
woman is now 
facing a felony 
charge for what 
police say was a 
drain on resources. 
13 On Your Side's 
John Hogan joins us 
with more.

Graphic Arson 
Sentencing

8/13/18 5:00pm 1:45
A Rockford teenager 
will spend some 
time in jail after 
breaking into a 
Holland township 
business that 
burned to the 
ground. Graphix 
Signs and 
Embroidery was 
destroyed in a fire 
last November. 
Police arrested 
Shane William 
Wheeler and then, 
16-year-old David 
Anthony Pelon... for 
the crime. 
Prosecutors decided 
to charge Pelon, as 
an adult. 13 On 
Your Side lakeshore 
reporter, Jaleesa 
Irizarry was in the 
courtroom today, 
when the teenager 
was sentenced for 
his involvement in 
this case.

Sex Trafficking 8/21/18 6:00pm 1:30
Human trafficking 
has been called a 
modern-day form of 
slavery that is a 
growing criminal 
industry worldwide. 
And it's also 
happening in Grand 
Rapids.  One such 
case of commercial 
sex trafficking 



involved a 16-year-
old, who was offered 
for sex over a two-
month period. And it 
was her older sister, 
who helped make 
the arrangements. 
24-year-old Bianca 
Lyttaker recently 
appeared in court, 
for sentencing. 13 
On Your Side's John 
Hogan joins us with 
more on this case.

Kent Jail Mail 8/28/18 6:00pm 1:46
The trial for a 
woman accused in 
the death of her son 
has taken an 
unexpected turn. A 
letter between the 
woman and her 
attorney was 
opened and copied 
by staff of the Kent 
County Jail. Lovily 
Johnson is awaiting 
trial in the July, 2017 
death of her six-
month-old son. An 
autopsy showed the 
boy died from 
neglect. Her 
attorney was 
outraged upon 
learning that 
Johnson's letter to 
him ended up in the 
hands of Wyoming 
police. And he says 
it's happened 
before. It led to a 
special court 
hearing this 
afternoon along with 
changes into how 
jail mail will be 
reviewed going 
forward. 13 On Your 
Side's John Hogan 
has more on this 
developing story.

Uber Driver 
Attack

9/3/18 6:00pm 1:55
Caught on Camera--
- an Uber driver is 
still reeling from a 
rider's crude and 
sexual advances 
over the Labor Day 
weekend. It 
happened early 
Sunday morning on 
a ride from Grand 
Haven to the 



Ferrysburg area. 13 
On Your Side 
lakeshore reporter 
Jaleesa Irizarry has 
the exclusive story.

GR Bank 
Robberies

9/10/18 5:00pm 2:00
We begin with 
breaking news out 
of Grand Rapids, 
where police are 
searching for 
suspects in two 
bank robberies in 
the city today.   
Police blocked off 
part of Bridge Street 
this afternoon, 
thinking at least one 
suspect was in a 
nearby home. But 
he did not turn up in 
their search. 13 ON 
YOUR SIDE's Phil 
Dawson is live on 
Bridge Street with 
what officers are 
saying about who 
they're looking for.

Dog Shot By 
GRPD

9/15/18 6:30pm 2:00
A dog in Grand 
Rapids was shot 
early Friday morning 
by police. The dog 
survived, but the 
owner is saying the 
shooting was not 
justified. Grand 
Rapids police say 
the dog charged at 
an officer. We want 
to warn you some of 
the photos you are 
about to see are 
graphic. 13 On Your 
Side's, Noah 
Fromson reports.

Spencer TWP 
Homicide 
Update

9/24/18 5:00pm 1:45
A day of death and 
terror within a 
family. Investigators 
say a Wyoming man 
killed a mother-in 
law and her 
boyfriend, then 
kidnapped his own 
wife and children, 
before taking his 
own life. The 
murders and 
kidnapping Saturday 
in northern Kent 
County led to an 
hours-long standoff 
with the suspect 40-
miles away, before 



he shot himself. 13 
on your side's Phil 
Dawson is here with 
what led up to 
Saturday's violence.

Wyoming 
Homicide 
Follow-up

9/28/18 5:00pm 1:45
A man suspected of 
killing his girlfriend 
before a chase that 
ended with a shoot-
out on a busy Grand 
Rapids freeway is 
now facing two 
attempted murder 
charges tied to the 
crime spree. This 
afternoon, a judge 
went to the hospital 
room of 33-year-old 
Adam Nolin. The 
suspect is 
recovering from 
injuries after a police 
cruiser struck him as 
he ran along U-S 
131, firing shots at 
police. 13 On Your 
Side's John Hogan 
is here with why the 
five felony charges 
"only" apply to the 
chase.

Local Issue: Michigan continues to deal with rising prices, as well as continuing economic slowdown. 
Much of it still due to the auto industry & their cuts, along with the rising cost of fuel. Here’s a look at 
some business issues for the 3rd quarter of 2018.

Program Date Time Duration Description

East Grand 
Rapids Parade & 

Protest

7/4/18 5:00pm 1:35
Protesters railed 
against Kent 
County's work with 
the federal 
Immigration and 
Customs 
Enforcement today. 
They held a 
demonstration 
against the agency 
during a local fourth 
of July celebration. 
The Immigrant rights 
group Cosecha 
{CO-SEK-UH} 
Grand Rapids lined 
the route of the East 
Grand Rapids 
Independence Day 
Parade, calling for 



county leaders to 
end their detainment 
contract with ICE. 
The move comes 
after a firestorm of 
controversy over 
President Trump's 
immigration policies, 
including the 
separations of 
migrant children 
from their parents at 
the nation's 
southern border. 13 
On Your Side's 
Noah Fromson is 
live in East Grand 
Rapids with more.

Lawmakers at 
Bethany

7/5/18 5:00pm 1:50
Members of 
Congress toured a 
local facility caring 
for migrant children 
taken from their 
parents at the 
nation's southern 
border. After being 
denied the visit just 
a week ago by the 
federal government. 
While they say the 
children are getting 
good care, the 
lawmakers believe 
the federal 
government's 
actions to break up 
those families is 
heartbreaking. 
Republican Bill 
Huizenga of 
Zeeland joined three 
Democratic 
Representatives on 
today's fact-finding 
mission at Bethany 
Christian Services in 
Grand Rapids. Their 
goal? To check on 
the children of 
immigration 
detainees, and the 
Trump 
Administration's 
progress in 
reunifying families. 
As 13 on your side's 
Emma Nicolas 
explains -- workers 
at Bethany are still 
waiting for 
government 
answers on getting 



children back to 
their parents.

Muskegon 
Health Care

7/13/18 6:00pm 1:40
The largest 
construction project 
in Muskegon County 
is at East Sherman 
Boulevard and U.S.-
31 where Mercy 
Health is building a 
new 270-million 
dollar hospital. The 
heath care provider 
has another smaller 
building under 
construction and just 
announced plans to 
renovate a closed 
restaurant space. 13 
On Your Side 
lakeshore reporter 
Jon Mills has more 
on when those 
projects will open to 
patients.

Governor’s Race 
and Religion

7/16/18 6:00pm 1:45
Now Your voice, 
your vote. The 
question some are 
asking...  will religion 
play a role in the 
race for governor? 
We've launched our 
13 on your side 
instant poll... asking 
whether it's 
something you 
consider when you 
choose a candidate. 
You can vote right 
now using our app... 
or go to wzzm13-
dot-com-slash-vote. 
The topic of religion 
came up during this 
campaign in may 
during a debate 
involving all of the 
candidates for 
governor including 
Democratic 
Candidate Abdul El-
Sayed and 
Republican 
candidate Patrick 
Colbeck. 13 On your 
Side watchdog 
reporter David 
Bailey is here now 
with a closer look.

GR Black 
Businesses

7/23/18 6:00pm 1:54
Grand Rapids is a 
hotbed for 
entrepreneurs and 
new business ideas. 



And the city wants 
to make sure they 
succeed. 13 On 
Your side's Noah 
Fromson tells us 
about the city's 
investment in local 
and minority-owned 
businesses.

GOP Gov. 
Candidates

8/1/18 6:00pm 1:41
We are less than a 
week away from the 
primary elections in 
Michigan. One of 
the big questions 
that will be 
answered Tuesday 
night: can 
republican attorney 
general, Bill 
Schuette hold on to 
his big lead in the 
race for the GOP's 
gubernatorial 
nomination... or 
could one of his 
three challengers 
spark a huge upset. 
13 on your side 
watchdog reporter 
David Bailey tells us 
about all the 
candidates trying to 
make up ground 
against Schuette.

Muskegon Lake 
Cleanup

8/6/18 6:00pm 1:00
Sawmill waste that's 
been on the bottom 
of Muskegon Lake is 
being removed more 
than 100 years after 
it was dumped 
there. The work site 
is on the south side 
of the lake near the 
city's lakeside 
neighborhood. 13 
On Your Side 
Lakeshore reporter 
Jon Mills has more 
on the federally 
funded clean up.

PFAS 
Roundtable

8/14/18 6:00pm 1:44
More than a year 
ago, people in 
northern Kent 
County started 
finding out their 
wells were 
contaminated with 
toxic chemicals. 
Today... the state 
released a report on 
cancer clusters 
related to PFAS 



exposure. 13 On 
Your Side's Noah 
Fromson is live from 
the old Wolverine 
Worldwide dumpsite 
in Belmont with the 
results.

Woodland Mall 8/20/18 6:00pm 1:33
We've been hearing 
about major retailers 
"closing" their 
doors... but in the 
Grand Rapids area, 
others are opening 
up "new" locations.
13 On Your Side 
Consumer Reporter 
Sarah Sell has more 
on the major 
renovations at 
Woodland Mall.

Casnovia Wind 
Farm

8/22/18 4:30am 1:43
Will a proposed 
wind farm move 
forward in Casnovia 
Township?  Sempra 
Energy wants to put 
31 windmills on farm 
land there, but first 
they need 
permission from the 
township planning 
commission...they 
did not get their 
answer last night's 
meeting. 13 ON 
YOUR SIDE's Phil 
Dawson explains 
why the planning 
commission needed 
more time to 
consider such a 
complicated 
question before they 
voted. 

Ferris State 
Tenure Strike

8/27/18 5:00pm 1:55
Hundreds of 
"tenured" professors 
at Ferris State 
University were not 
in the classroom 
today. Instead, they 
were on strike on 
the first day of the 
fall semester.   
Members of the 
Ferris Faculty 
Association, 
representing 450 
full-time employees, 
lined the sidewalk of 
South State Street 
to protest failed 
negotiations with the 
university on a new 



contract. The old 
contract expired in 
June. The union 
claims Ferris State 
won't budge on 
wages, health care 
and summer course 
offerings. But at the 
university in Big 
Rapids classes were 
still held, with non-
tenured teachers 
and administrators 
explaining the 
situation to students. 
13 on your side's 
Noah Fromson has 
more from Big 
Rapids. 

Road 
Construction 

Dispute

9/4/18 5:00pm 2:00
Two groups who 
have worked 
together for 80 
years, are at odds. 
A dispute between a 
contractor's 
association and one 
of the main unions 
they work with -- has 
put many Michigan 
operators out of 
work, for the 
foreseeable future. 
Starting this 
weekend, the 
Michigan 
Infrastructure and 
Transportation 
Association locked 
out the Michigan 
branch of Operating 
Engineers Union. 
You may not know 
who either of those 
organizations are.
But the dispute is 
putting people out of 
work and delaying 
projects on Michigan 
roads. 13 On Your 
Side's Emma 
Nicolas join us live 
now from one of 
those construction 
sites impacted by 
the lockout.
She has more on 
how this dispute 
started.

Grand Castle 9/11/18 4:30pm 3:35
You can't miss it 
when you're driving 
on I-196. And It's 
being blasted on 



social media... but 
despite the criticism, 
the owner of the 
Grand Castle 
apartments says 
there is a waiting list 
to get in. 13 On 
Your Side's, Sarah 
Sell took a tour...and 
asked the owner 
what he thinks is 
special about his 
latest project.

Pence Visits 
Grand Rapids

9/12/18 5:00pm 1:53 He's from Indiana, 
but Vice President 
Mike Pence appears 
to like West 
Michigan a lot. 
Today, he made his 
second visit to 
Grand Rapids in the 
past month. The 
Vice President spent 
the afternoon here 
to pay his respects 
to late Amway co-
founder Rich 
DeVos. He also 
stopped at a local 
steel company to 
promote President 
Trump's tax cuts. 13 
On Your Side's, 
Noah Fromson 
explains why Pence 
is calling them a 
resounding success.

Schuette on 
OK2SAY

9/18/18 5:00pm 1:28
State and local 
leaders say efforts 
to prevent violence 
in Michigan schools 
are paying off. They 
point to the success 
of Michigan's "o-k to 
say" program, 
allowing students to 
make anonymous 
tips about potential 
violent acts. The 
program was 
inspired by one 
created in Colorado, 
in the wake of the 
Columbine school 
shootings 19-years 
ago.  Michigan 
Attorney General Bill 
Schuette was at a 
Kentwood school 
today to talk about 
"o-k to say," now 
entering its fifth 



year. 13 on Your 
Side's John Hogan 
has more on 
Schuette's visit and 
his message.

Future Ballot 
Initiatives

9/24/18 5:00pm 1:50
From pot, to 
potholes. Those are 
the subjects the 
state's political and 
business leaders 
are discussing today 
in Grand Rapids at 
the West Michigan 
Policy Forum. The 
bi-ennial conference 
also touched on the 
November election. 
13 On Your Side's 
John Hogan looks at 
another issue up for 
discussion -- "how" 
ballot measures end 
up going before 
Michigan voters.

Local Issue: Our viewers tell us that education is important to them. WZZM provides information 
regarding education, may it be; budget cuts, students involvement, teachers, special programs, etc. We 
provide our viewers with the information they need.

Program Date Time Duration Description

Children and 
Mental Health

7/9/18 5:00pm 1:30
Last week we 
shared a piece of 
Melinda's story on 
our 13 On Your Side 
facebook page. 
Many of you shared 
stories of your own 
struggles in 
receiving proper 
help for mental 
illnesses. Tonight, 
13 on your side's 
Emma Nicolas 
shares the full story 
of how this one 
mother has spent 
the last 3 years 
getting denied care 
for her 12 year old 
daughter, who has 
been suicidal and 
diagnosed with 
bipolar disorder.
Football now... 



Harris and 
Frazier Camp

7/14/18 6:30pm .40 & .35 When it comes to 
their NFL careers, 
David Harris and 
Kavon Frazier are at 
opposite ends of the 
arc. Harris just 
ended his 11 year 
career and Frazier is 
settling in as he 
enters his third year 
in the pros. Today 
the pair combined to 
host a youth football 
camp at Houseman 
Field. Both men are 
from Grand Rapids, 
with Frazier 
attending Grand 
Rapids Christian 
then Central 
Michigan University, 
and Harris starring 
at Ottawa Hills 
before heading to 
Michigan. Their 
camp attracted 
nearly 200 kids and 
was 100 percent 
free. In fact, 
volunteers took the 
shoes of their feet to 
make sure every kid 
had a chance to 
play today. Both 
Harris and Frazier 
are determined to 
continue to give 
back and Frazier 
says he might not 
be in the NFL if it 
wasn't for people 
like Harris.

GVSU Affordable 
Housing

7/16/18 5:00pm 1:45
When Grand Valley 
State University built 
its new health 
building off the 
"Michigan Street" 
medical mile, it tore 
down houses in the 
"Belknap Lookout" 
neighborhood. Now, 
the University plans 
to replace those lost 
homes with new 
apartments. Officials 
say Grand Valley 
will lease property 
next to the new 
health facility to a 
developer that will 
build an affordable 
housing apartment 



complex. The 
development site is 
on the south side of 
Trowbridge street, 
between Lafayette 
and Prospect 
Avenues. 13 On 
Your Side's Noah 
Fromson is live at 
the property with 
more.

Stuff the Bus 7/21/18 6:00am 3:30
The West Michigan 
United Way is 
making sure local 
kids are ready for 
the new school year. 
They've kicked off 
their annual "stuff 
the bus" campaign 
and they need your 
help. Phil Gabel is 
the Volunteer 
Engagement 
Coordinator...this is 
awesome, where 
will the bus be this 
year? Heart of West 
Michigan United 
Way Collects 
Supplies for Local 
Students……

GVSU and MSU 
Med School

7/23/18 6:00pm .40
Some of the medical 
students at Grand 
Valley State 
University, will 
benefit from the 
school's new 
agreement with 
Michigan State 
University. G-V-S-U 
pre-medical 
students will have 
an early assurance 
of admission to the 
m-s-u osteopathic 
medical school. The 
two schools signed 
the agreement this 
morning.

Muskegon 
Heights Band

8/1/18 5:00pm 1:45
For the first time 
since the revamping 
of Muskegon 
Height’s marching 
band, the group will 
appear in the Coast 
Guard parade. They 
decided to 
participate last 
month and have 
been practicing ever 
since -- with daily 
practices every day 



this week. Back in 
February, 13 on 
your side - along 
with the TEGNA 
foundation - 
partnered with the 
Bruce P. Rissi 
Glioblastoma fund to 
provide new 
instruments for the 
drum line, who were 
previously using 
buckets. 13 on your 
side's Emma 
Nicolas caught up 
with the band today 
and joins us now 
with more on what 
this weekend means 
for them.

Migrant 
Mentoring

8/3/18 6:00pm 3:16
The children of 
migrant workers can 
often feel isolated or 
disconnected 
because of 
language barriers, 
and changes in 
schools. So the 
"lakeside ethnic 
diversity council" 
created a 
mentorship 
program. 13 On 
Your Side 
Photojournalist 
Aaron Russman has 
more from the 
mentors, and the 
lives they helped 
change.

GRPS Special Ed 8/6/18 6:00am 1:45
Grand Rapids 
School Board 
members could 
decide, tonight, to 
transfer control of 
the county's special 
education programs 
to the Kent 
Intermediate School 
District. GRPS 
Superintendent, 
Teresa Weatherall 
Neal made the 
recommendation 
last month, in the 
wake of intense 
criticism over 
Special Ed. 
Programs. 13 On 
Your Side's Angela 
Cunningham joins 
us, from the 



Information Center 
with more on what 
this could mean for 
West Michigan 
students.

Museum School 
Opens

8/15/18 5:00am 1:45
It's been a long time 
coming... and today 
is a "big" day for 
The Grand Rapids 
Public Museum 
School. The district 
will officially cut the 
ribbon on the new 
high school after a 
ten million dollar 
renovation to the 
historic building. 13 
On Your Side's 
Angela Cunningham 
is live from 54 
Jefferson this 
morning with what 
we can expect today 
and in the future, 
with this school.

What’s New at 
GRPS 

8/20/18 6:00am 2:15
Back to one of the 
bigger stories this 
morning... 
Thousands of West 
Michigan students 
are heading back to 
school, today, for 
the first day of the 
new year. We have 
team coverage from 
Buchanan 
Elementary, in 
Grand Rapids. We 
are going to go live 
to 13 On Your 
Side's Angela 
Cunningham, right 
now, with how 
GRPS is getting 
ready for the return 
to class.

3rd Grade 
Reading Law

8/22/18 5:00am 1:45
It may be the 
beginning of the 
year, but many 
students won't get 
much time before 
they have to take 
the first - of several - 
state-mandated 
tests, this year. The 
stakes are high as 
districts work to get 
students proficient in 
reading or run the 
risk of being held 
back a grade. 13 On 
Your Side's Angela 



Cunningham joins 
us with the latest on 
Michigan's third 
grade reading law 
and what it means 
for area schools.

Back to School 
Muskegon 

Heights

9/4/18 6:00am 2:30
It's official.... 
Summer vacation is 
over for West 
Michigan students. 
Several districts 
have had a 
staggered start over 
the past two weeks. 
The remaining 
schools go back this 
morning. Among 
them, Muskegon 
Heights Public 
School Academy. 13 
On Your Side's 
Angela Cunningham 
is live from there this 
morning with what's 
new this year... and 
why it has school 
leaders excited.

Promise Zone 9/5/18 6:00pm 2:00
College tuition is 
something TONS of 
parents and 
students struggle to 
afford. And the 
reality is a lot of 
young people can’t 
afford college and 
don’t go.  But there 
are 15 school 
districts or entities in 
Michigan designated 
as Promise Zones. 
Schools in those 
zones get tax 
revenue... and the 
students have their 
college tuition 
covered. "That" 
could soon be a 
reality for students 
in Grand Rapids. 13 
on Your side's Noah 
Fromson has more.

West Ottawa 
Commemoration

9/11/18 5:00pm 1:55
Each year since the 
attacks, students at 
a school in the West 
Ottawa district have 
turned their school's 
front yard from 
green to red-white-
and blue. That's 
where 13 On Your 
Side Lakeshore 
reporter Jon Mills 



spent the day.

Forest 
Kindergarten

9/15/18 6:30pm 4:44
It was the late Fred 
Rogers (also known 
as Mr. Rogers from 
his long-running 
children's television 
program) who was 
once quoted as 
saying: "Play is 
often talked about 
as if it were a relief 
from serious 
learning. But for 
children, play is 
serious learning. 
Play is really the 
work of childhood."
Many schools in 
Europe have 
believed strongly in 
this philosophy for 
decades, and now 
the practice is being 
phased into schools 
in the United States. 
It's called "Forest 
Kindergarten." in 
Holland, Brent 
Ashcroft takes us 
back to school in 
this edition of our 
Michigan Life.

GRPS 
Announcement

9/17/18 12:00pm 1:30
Weatherall Neal 
fought back the 
tears as she made 
the announcement 
this morning. 13 on 
your side's Noah 
Fromson was there 
and joins us now 
live. Noah how did 
the room react to 
the news?

Kids Count 
Report

9/25/18 5:30am 1:55
New this morning.... 
The latest Kids 
Count Report is out 
and taking a hard 
look at the well-
being of Michigan's 
children. The 
national report found 
that kids born to 
teens and young 
adults are 
particularly 
vulnerable. 13 On 
Your Side's Angela 
Cunningham joins 
us with more on the 
challenges facing 
those young parents 
and what experts 



say needs to be 
done about it.


