
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT

Station: WZZM

Location: Grand Rapids, Michigan

For quarter beginning:

January 1, 2018   

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 
station during the reporting period.

The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and times 
indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues of 
concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.



Date: March 31, 2018               

Listed below are the problems and needs of the community that were most actively 
addressed on WZZM 13 Gannett Broadcasting.  The items are not necessarily in 
order of importance. Other community problems and needs are noted on support 
documents attached in this report. Those documents also reflect local programs 
that address these needs.

1.  Community Involvement
2.  Crime
3.  Diversity
4.  Economic Development
5.  Education
6.  Family
7.  Government
8.  Health
9.  Religion
10. Safety
11. Youth



PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local 
issues and concerns in the station’s city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes 
and segments of these programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages.

Program Name Schedule
 (Day/Time)

Description
(Note whether local, syndicated or network)

Verify: Flu 1/2/18 at 5:00pm
1:54

We are now in the middle of flu season. And it "does 
come with lots of widely-held beliefs, on how to protect 
yourself from the flu. So what's fact and what's fiction? 
Bill McGinty is here to verify what we "think" we know 
about the flu.

Flu Season Setup & 
Local Flu Update

1/8/18 at 5:00pm
Its flu season, and it's hitting especially hard this year. 
Emergency rooms around the country are overwhelmed 
with cases. Adults and children are missing work and 
school. And doctors are encouraging "anyone" who has 
not gotten a flu shot, to get one while they can. This is 
the time of year when flu cases go on the rise. But 
experts say they're seeing twice as many cases 
compared to last year. This is a look at the National Flu 
Activity map from the U-S Centers for Disease Control. 
46-states are reporting "widespread" cases of the flu. 
The only states "not" showing widespread cases: 
Maine, New Hampshire, New Jersey and Hawaii. 
Doctors say one strain appears to be dominating flu 
cases, a subtype of "influenza-A" called H-three-N-Two. 
And they say this strain is notoriously hard on children 
and the elderly.

Here in Michigan there are also more cases of the flu 
than in previous years... and health departments say 
we haven't even peaked yet. In Kent County... health 
officials say flu cases are up significantly over percent 
over last year. In Ottawa County it's the same story with 
an increase in hospitalizations. 95% of the cases are 
the influenza Type A virus. The flu is always more 
severe in years where the Type A flu is circulating the 
most... that's because the flu vaccine is less effective 
against the Type A virus. This year's flu vaccine is 
about 60% effective. And it's not too late to get it. 
Having some protection from the flu is better than no 
protection.

FFL 3D 
Mammograms

1/12/18 at 5:00pm
It's 13 Friends For Life Day... and time to remind your 
friend for life to know her normal and that includes 
everything from doing a self-breast exam... knowing 
what's normal for their body... and scheduling a yearly 
mammogram. The 3-D mammogram has become a 
new tool to help women with dense breast tissue. 
There's a study being conducted on 3-D mammograms 
to help determine if they are the better choice for 
women. Joining me now to talk more about them is Dr. 
Tammy Kreuzer, medical director of Spectrum Health's 
Betty Ford Breast Care Services. One of the main 
advantages of the 3-D mammogram is being able to 
find more cancers that are life threatening. What some 



of the advantages? One of the reasons for this new 
study is to see whether or not 3-D mammograms 
should become the standard of care which would 
require more insurances to cover them. Do you think 
this is a benefit for women? Do you ever have women 
making the tough choice of whether or not have a 3-D 
mammogram based on cost? The study we've been 
talking about it slated to last for the next five years... 
hopefully we'll get some positive data that will help 
support 3-D mammograms. Thanks for joining us Dr. 
Kruezer. If you'd like to know more about our Friends 
For Life program just log on to wzzm13.com.

Ottawa Plague 1/18/18 at 6:00pm
1:29

To Ottawa County where health officials are dealing 
with an uptick in a norovirus-like stomach virus. WZZM 
13's lakeshore reporter, Jaleesa Irizarry has the details 
on what officials are calling an outbreak. It’s something 
the Ottawa County Department of Public Health has 
been monitoring since December but they say within 
the last couple weeks, they've seen quite an increase in 
reports. 

Flu & Kids 1/24/18 at 6:00pm
2:00

We're in the peak of flu season. Several schools in 
West Michigan were closed today, and Helen DeVos 
Children's Hospital has seen increased admissions 
because of the flu. WZZM 13 Health Reporter Valerie 
Lego is here now with a closer look at the numbers.

Sneeze Distance 2/1/18 at 6:00pm
1:23

We are smack in the middle of the cold and flu season. 
But how do you know which one you have? As our 
Health reporter, Val, you are going to help break it 
down. Of course lots of liquids and sleep is the best for 
both. But there are some specific differences. The flu is 
going to come on fast and hard. Here are some other 
symptoms:…….

Facebook Flu 2/2/18 at 5:00pn
The flu epidemic continues to spread around the 
country. The Centers for Disease Control says 42 
states are now seeing high patient traffic for the flu, up 
from 39 states just last week. We're in the bathroom 
because yesterday we asked our Facebook Fans what 
questions... and I've got a hand washing reminder for 
you. What you really wanted were some good tried and 
true home remedies. So I've got some for you. First up 
wash your hands. You need to wash for at least 20 
seconds to get all the germs off. So I’m going to remind 
you just how long that is while I tell you about a few 
other home remedies. Honey is a natural expectorant 
which helps get that flem out it can also help with sore 
throats. Lemon is anit-bacterial you can either drink 
lemon juice to help fight the cold or you can inhale the 
steam and breath it into infected sinuses and lungs.
Gargling with salt water and vinegar helps fight a sore 
throat with its antibacterial and cleansing properties. Ok 
my 20 seconds is up, on to the home remedies. This 
might be THE hottest new home remedy. Tumeric, I 
made it into gummies to make it kid friendly. But 
tumeric is a wonder spice... but it is especially affective 
for colds as it has antibacterial properties... it's a natural 
anti-inflammatory... and has 10 times more anti-
oxidants than vitamin C. I've tested it... seen it in action 
with friends and family and it does work. Of course you 
should always let your doctor know any herbal 
supplements you may be taking in case they interfere 



with you medication. I'd love to hear your home 
remedies, I've got a place for you to share them on our 
WZZM 13 Facebook page.

Mental Health 
Training

2/15/18 at 5:00pm
A bipartisan bill going through the legislature, would 
require "teachers" to take a course on how to recognize 
and help students with a mental illness. W-Z-Z-M 13's 
Emma Nicholas talked with the director of the "mental 
health foundation of West Michigan" to learn about 
"what" that will look like, Emma? Youth mental health 
first aid is a course that nearly 500 teachers in Kent 
County have already been trained in – the goal is to 
prepare educators with what to look for in their students 
and how to respond when a student’s behavior does 
change. Now, a bill making its way thru the Michigan 
legislature could require all Michigan school districts to 
have their teachers trained in this way. 

Sick Child Needs 
Blood

2/19/18 at 5:00pm
1:35

Every year the need for blood donations goes up during 
the winter. This year is no different. Michigan Blood 
says it is currently in urgent need of all blood types, 
especially "O negative". A lot of people aren't donating 
because of bad weather and an even worse flu season. 
But WZZM 13s EMMA Nicolas shows us one example 
of why it’s so important to still make that trip to a local 
donor center. At just two years old Hudson Harloff has 
had 52 blood transfusions and multiple surgeries. Right 
now, blood donations are the only thing that can keep 
him alive.

GVSU Frat Brothers 
Walk

3/1/18 at 5:00pm
1:25

Spring break is coming up. Many college students will 
spend their time off on a beach somewhere. But a few 
G-V-S-U students will do just the opposite. They'll be 
walking 20 miles a day, all for an important cause. 
WZZM 13's Jaleesa Irizarry joins us now with the 
details. 160 miles, that’s what 20 guys will be walking in 
8 days all for one cause. Brothers from the Alpha Tau 
Omega fraternity will walk from Traverse City to 
Allendale starting tomorrow morning. The group has 
done this event for the last 6 years and raised more 
than 200 thousand dollars for the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society. M-S is a cause many of the brothers 
felt passionate about after a few of their parents were 
diagnosed with the disease. One of the walkers tells us 
there's no other way he'd rather spend his week off.

Alternative Flu 
Treatments

3/7/18 at 5:00pm
1:37

Some in West Michigan are using alternative methods 
to help fight the flu. WZZM 13's lakeshore reporter 
Jaleesa Irizarry introduced us to two Holland 
businesses working to help some beat the flu. Yea 
Juliet and Brent while the C-D-C still recommends that 
everyone get the flu shot each year... the effectiveness 
of the vaccination varies from year to year and age. 
Which is why some look to other alternatives to try to 
prevent the illness……

Gilda’s Club 3/8/18 at 6:00pm
1:45

There's a good chance you have been touched by 
cancer in some way. Either you have been diagnosed, 
or someone close to you has. Every year nearly 13-
million Americans are diagnosed with the disease and 
7-point-6 million die from it. That's why early detection 
is important, as is finding the right emotional support. 
That's where Gilda's Club comes in. WZZM 13's Emma 
Nicolas is in the Information center with a close look at 
what they do.
Its 13 Friends For Life day and that means it's time to 
contact your friend for life and remind her to do her 



FFL Breast Cancer 
Foods 

3/13/18 at 5:00pm
4:30

breast-self exam... schedule her yearly mammogram 
and know her normal. Health Reporter Valerie Lego is 
here with the foods that can help you lower your risk of 
breast cancer…..

Posture & Health 3/15/18 at 6:00am
2:30

Turns out mom was right once again!  Sitting up straight 
is good for your health. Health Reporter Valerie Lego is 
here with all the wonderful benefit s good posture has! 
Let's start but sitting up straight.... and breathing in... 
Notice how much more air you take into your lung when 
you sit up straight? Now slouch like we were and try to 
breathe in? You're forced to take shallow breaths, 
huh?.... 

Verify: 2nd Wave of 
Flu

3/26/18 at 5:00pm
1:25

A bunch of these "Cover your cough" signs are still 
plastered around our building and you've probably seen 
them around, too. As flu season winds down, we set out 
to verify: Is flu season over? Sneezing, stuffiness and 
sniffles. "We saw a lot of influenza A because the 
vaccine really didn't work as well as we were hoping it 
would work." Dr. McGee agrees, this flu season was 
rough. "Fortunately Michigan is following the trend of 
the rest of the country and we're seeing a lot less 
influenza than we had previously." The latest Kent 
County Health Department influenza report says: 
"Influenza indicators for the week ending March 24 
show evidence that local activity continues to decrease 
and is lower than what is typically seen during this time 
of year." So does that mean flu season is over? "Flu 
season is not over, it's just that it's less than it was a 
couple weeks ago." Kristen Nordlund with the CDC 
says the same. "Based on what we've seen from 
previous seasons, the second wave of activity, typically 
influenza B is not very long or very intense." But it's not 
time to let your guard down. "It's a misconception the 
influenza B isn't as severe or can be as bad as A. 
Based on CDC research, both flu viruses can cause 
severe illness, influenza B especially in young children." 
And if you already had it once this year..."Doesn't mean 
you're not going to get it again." So after speaking with 
these experts we can verify, flu season is not over yet. 
"We still probably have a few more weeks of flu season 
left to go."

Local Issue:  Unfortunately, crime is in the news daily. Here’s a list of some of the crime related 
stories we have covered:

Program Date Time Duration Description

Ottawa Murder 
Follow up

1/2/18 5:00pm 1:25
Bond was denied 
this afternoon for a 
man, suspected of 
killing his neighbor 
last week. 63-year-
old Wendell Popejoy 
is facing an open 



murder charge for 
the death of 59-year 
Sheila Bonge. 
Bonge was reported 
missing early last 
week, days later 
authorities found her 
body in a wooded 
area behind her 
home. WZZM 13's 
lakeshore reporter 
Jaleesa Irizarry was 
in the courtroom 
today and joins us 
now with the latest.

Sex Trafficking 
Cases

1/8/18 5:00pm 1:40
We have updates on 
two cases involving 
sexual exploitation 
of children. In one 
case, an Ottawa 
County man has 
pleaded guilty to 
federal charges of 
sending 
pornographic 
images to an 
undercover officer in 
Australia. Eric Will 
took images of a 14-
year-old girl being 
sexually assualted, 
which he then 
shared on-line. And 
in Kent County, a 
man who collected 
and shared child 
pornography will be 
sentenced 
tomorrow. A jury 
convicted David 
Roop on several 
charges. WZZM 
13's John Hogan 
joins us from the 
information center 
with more.

Pastor Sex 
Charge Sentence

1/11/18 5:00pm 1:40
Last October, a 
grand rapids pastor 
plead guilty to 
accosting a child for 
immoral purposes 
before the case 
made it to trial. The 
charge is a 
maximum four year 
felony. Today, 40 
year old David Diehl 
was sentenced. 
WZZM 13’s Emma 
Nicolas was in the 
courtroom, she joins 
us know with more.



GR Death 
Investigation

1/18/18 5:00pm 1:45
A two year old shot 
in Grand Rapids 
yesterday afternoon 
has died. He was 
found inside his 
grandmother's home 
in the 200 block of 
Montgomery street 
southeast. Police 
say 46 year old 
Germaine Brown 
was dead when they 
arrived. The boy... 2 
year old King 
Talbert... died last 
night at the hospital. 
WZZM 13s Emma 
Nicolas just spoke to 
police about the 
shooting. She's is in 
the information 
center now with 
more. This is just 
awful, Emma.

Ortiz Murder 
Charges

1/25/18 5:00pm 1:05
He's facing charges 
for one deadly 
shooting just this 
week in Grand 
Rapids. Now, 22-
year-old Vicente 
Ortiz will be charged 
with a separate 
shooting that killed a 
50-year-old Grand 
Rapids woman last 
March. Ortiz was IN 
COURT THIS 
AFTERNOON ON 
AN open murder 
CHARGE for the 
death of 17-year-old 
Andre Hawkins. But 
tomorrow, he'll be 
back in court for the 
2017 murder of 
Laurie Lundeberg. 
WZZM 13's John 
Hogan has been 
looking into both 
cases and joins us 
from the information 
center with more.

Malleaux 
Preliminary

2/2/18 6:00pm 1:30
Details emerged 
today in a Kent 
County courtroom 
into the August 
death of an elderly 
Sparta woman at 
the hands of her 
grandson. Matthew 
Malleaux is accused 
of beating his 



grandmother, 85-
year old Anne 
Parker, inside their 
condo. He then 
fought with first-
responders 
answering her 
medical alert alarm. 
WZZM's John 
Hogan was in court 
for today's hearing 
and joins us now 
with more. 

Lovily Johnson 
Hearing

2/7/18 5:00pm 1:45
Last July, a 22 year 
old mother brought 
her dead baby to 
Helen DeVos 
Children’s Hospital. 
Lovily Johnson later 
admitted to police 
that her 6-month old 
baby was under only 
her care in the days 
before his death. 
She was later 
charged with felony 
murder and first 
degree child abuse 
in the death of her 
son. Today, 
Johnson appeared 
in court after a 
second competency 
exam. WZZM 13s 
Emma Nicolas was 
in court today - she 
joins us now with 
more.

Heather 
McFerrin 

Sentencing

2/12/18 5:00pm 1:22
15 to 25 years in 
prison. That's the 
sentence for a 
Walker woman, for 
the murder of an 
Allendale man. 
Heather McFerrin 
stabbed 26-year-old 
Spencer Rauch in 
the chest back in 
April while he tried 
to break up a fight. 
WZZM 13 lakeshore 
reporter Jaleesa 
Irizarry was in the 
courtroom for 
today's sentencing 
and joins us now.

Quinn James 
Hearing

2/23/18 5:00pm 1:50
He's been called a 
person of interest in 
the January death of 
East Kentwood High 
School student, 
Mujey Dumbuya. 



42-year-old Quinn 
James is accused of 
sexually assaulting 
her last summer. His 
trial in that case is 
set for April. Today, 
the one-time 
employee for 
Kentwood Public 
Schools was in court 
for an unrelated 
sexual assault 
nearly four years 
ago. WZZM 13's 
John Hogan 
attended that 
hearing and joins us 
from the information 
center with more.

CMU Shooting 3/3/18 6:30pm 1:43
We continue to learn 
new details about 
the shooting suspect 
accused of killing his 
parents at central 
Michigan University, 
Friday. Police 
saying today it was 
his father's gun that 
the 19 year old 
student used to kill 
his parents. They 
say he got out of the 
families car and 
went back into the 
dorms. The suspect 
was caught by 
police after he was 
seen near the train 
tracks on the north 
end of campus, he's 
charged with 
murder. Good 
Evening, I'm Nina 
Desarro. Spring 
Break has officially 
started at CMU. 
There were some 
Saturday classes 
set for today but 
those have been 
cancelled.

False Threat 
Charges

3/7/18 5:00pm 1:25
The Florida shooting 
has led to threats 
against businesses 
and schools. 
Michigan attorney 
general Bill Schuette 
says authorities 
received a record 
number of tips about 
possible school 
attacks last month -- 



119 in all. Three of 
the threats in Grand 
Rapids, have 
resulted in criminal 
charges. 
Defendants in those 
cases appeared in 
court this week. 
WZZM's John 
Hogan joins us with 
more.

Police & 
Community 

Conversation

3/13/18 5:00pm 1:25
Starting the 
conversation. That 
was the theme of 
the event between 
law enforcement 
and high school 
students and 
athletes. This is the 
third of four 
sessions from 
Governor Snyder's 
comprehensive plan 
to review the culture 
of state government 
across all 
departments. WZZM 
13's Nina DeSarro 
joins us now with 
more.

Catholic Central 
Sex Assault

3/17/18 6:30pm 2:00
A local mother is not 
happy with the way 
a Grand Rapids 
school handled 
sexual assault 
allegations. Thanks 
for spending part of 
your Saturday with 
us, I'm Amir Abbas. 
The Grand Rapids 
mother says a 
Catholic Central 
student is now 
under investigation 
for sexually 
assaulting her 
daughter. The 
mother says it 
happened in a 
school bathroom 
this past week. 
WZZM 13's Noah 
Fromson is here 
with more, Noah?

Seastrom Threat 
Sentencing

3/20/18 5:00pm 1:45
A Grand Rapids 
man, who police say 
threatened to kill 
employees at a 
Cascade Township 
business "just like 
they did in Vegas,'' 
appeared in court 



for sentencing 
today. David 
Seastrom pleaded 
no contest to 
making a false 
report or threat of 
terrorism. Seastrom 
was apparently 
upset the national 
call center wouldn't 
HIRE him because 
of his criminal 
record. The phone 
threats came within 
days the early 
October shooting in 
Las Vegas that left 
58 people dead and 
hundreds more 
wounded. WZZM 
13's John Hogan 
joins us with more 
from this afternoon's 
hearing.

Local Issue: Michigan continues to deal with rising prices, as well as continuing economic slowdown. 
Much of it still due to the auto industry & their cuts, along with the rising cost of fuel. Here’s a look at 
some business issues for the 1st quarter of 2018.

Program Date Time Duration Description

Kent Mental 
Health

1/2/18 5:00pm 1:45
In a couple weeks a 
number of mental 
health programs in 
Kent County will be 
forced to close. 
Network 180 is 
cutting its budget. 
Today, county 
officials and those 
directly impacted by 
these cuts heard 
from the company's 
CEO. WZZM 13s 
Emma Nicolas 
attended the 
meeting and joins us 
now with more.

Pot Policy 1/4/18 5:00pm 1:45
The U-S 
government is 
rolling back pot 
policy. Today, 
attorney general Jeff 
Sessions 
announced he will 
get rid of the Cole 
Memos - an Obama-
era policy that 



generally kept the 
feds from interfering 
with marijuana sales 
in states that 
legalized the drug. 
What does that 
mean for Michigan? 
Medicinal marijuana 
passed in 2008. And 
in November, 
recreation marijuana 
will likely be on the 
state ballot. WZZM 
13's Nina DeSarro 
has more.

Michigan 
Budget & 
Revenue

1/11/18 5:00pm 1:45
Several of the best 
financial experts in 
the state presented 
their outlook on 
where they think the 
state's economy is 
going. The results 
are good news for 
those who want a 
raise at work. 
WZZM 13's 
watchdog reporter, 
David Bailey is here 
now to tell us why 
salaries are 
projected to go up.

Hesperia 
Hardware Store 

Closing

1/18/18 5:00pm 1:50
The long run for 
Hesperia's 
hardware's store, is 
coming to an end. 
This week, the 
current owners of 
"Husband and 
Turple Hardware" 
began liquidating 
the remaining 
inventory and items 
that have decorated 
the store's walls 
over the last 105-
years. WZZM 13 
Lakeshore reporter 
Jon Mills has more 
on the decision to 
close, and the 
unique attraction 
that once drew 
visitors to the store's 
basement.

Government 
Shutdown

1/19/18 6:00pm 1:22
A federal 
government 
shutdown has not 
happened since 
October of 2013. 
So, if one does 
happen this 
weekend... what 



affect will it have on 
you? WZZM 13's 
Jon Mills takes a 
closer look at the 
impact of a potential 
shutdown.

Tax Scam 
Warning

1/31/18 6:00pm 1:45
Tax season is 
officially underway 
and the IRS is 
recommending 
people file early, 
due to all the data 
breaches in 2017. 
It's especially crucial 
if you've been the 
victim of identity 
theft. 13 On Your 
Side Consumer 
Reporter Sarah Sell 
is in the information 
center with the 
details.

Narcan Bill 2/1/18 6:00pm 1:30
We switch gears 
now to Michigan's 
fight against opioid 
abuse. Police 
agencies statewide 
have trained officers 
on how to handle 
drug overdoses. 
And One Michigan 
lawmaker wants to 
make that training 
mandatory. WZZM 
13's John Hogan 
has the story.

Michigan Car 
Insurance Rates

2/6/18 5:00pm 1:45
Michigan drivers 
have been 
complaining about 
the States higher 
than average auto 
insurance rates. 
Now... there is more 
reason to be 
frustrated. A recent 
survey shows 
Michigan is the most 
expensive state in 
the country. 13 On 
Your Side consumer 
reporter Sarah Sell 
is here with a look at 
the latest numbers...

State Ends 2/7/18 5:00pm 1:55
Governor Rick 
Snyder today 
outlined his budget 
plan, for his final 
year in office. The 
proposal includes a 
240-dollar increase 
in "per-pupil funding 
for k-through-12 



education, the 
biggest increase in 
15 years. And he 
wants to shift more 
money from the 
state's general fund 
into road repairs. 
But Snyder's budget 
also includes a shift 
in a policy that he 
started shortly after 
taking office in 2011. 
He's switching food 
service in the state's 
prisons away from 
private contractors. 
13's Nina DeSarro 
was in Lansing and 
has more from the 
governor, on the 
decision to put state 
workers back in 
charge of prison 
food service.

MIM: Hurricane 
Power

2/12/18 6:00pm 1:32
City leaders in 
Muskegon Heights 
say they're seeing 
growth in 
manufacturing in 
their city. And proof 
of that is the growth 
at Hurricane Power. 
The company has 
four buildings, 
needs a fifth, and 
more workers too. 
W-Z-Z-M 13 
Lakeshore reporter 
Jon Mills has more 
on the powerful lawn 
care equipment the 
company makes in 
this Made in 
Michigan report.

Stabenow on 
Gun Politics

2/19/18 5:00pm 1:45
Efforts in Congress 
to change or create 
new gun laws have 
stalled in the past. 
So could last week's 
shooting be the 
incident that leads to 
any changes? 
Michigan Senator 
Debbie Stabenow 
was in Grand 
Rapids today, 
promoting a jobs 
effort. But WZZM 
13's Noah Fromson 
talked to her about 
the issue capturing 
the nation's 



attention -- guns. 
Noah?

The Governor & 
Guns

3/1/18 5:00pm 1:45
Michigan Governor, 
Rick Snyder fielded 
questions today 
about his take on 
gun control laws. 
One of those 
questions came 
from a teenager, 
concerned about 
school safety. 
Snyder spoke at 
today's rotary club 
meeting in Grand 
Rapids. WZZM13'S 
Emma Nicolas 
attended the 
meeting and joins us 
now.  Not the topic 
Governor Snyder 
was expecting to 
address, Emma.

Zombie Follow 
up

3/5/18 6:00pm 2:30
Last night we 
introduced you to 
zombie campaigns.  
Dozens of former 
members of 
congress who are 
retired or even 
dead... yet still have 
campaigns spending 
money. Some of the 
former lawmakers 
cashed in on treats 
like football tickets, 
travel, club 
memberships, 
expensive meals 
and new computers. 
WZZM 13's 
watchdog reporter, 
David Bailey is here 
now to tell us 
whether our leaders 
want to do anything 
to stop it.

Toys R Us 
Struggles

3/9/18 5:00pm 1:35
The nation's largest 
toy store chain may 
be days away from 
liquidating its 
assets, and shutting 
its doors for good. 
Toys-R-Us is 
already in 
bankruptcy. The 
retailer is closing 
many stores around 
the U-S because 
they're either losing 
money, or the rent is 
too high. But there 



are now published 
reports saying the 
company is running 
out of cash, and 
can't get anyone to 
help. WZZM 13 
Consumer Reporter 
Sarah Sell has more 
on the former toy 
giant that may be 
brought to its 
financial knees.

Veterans 
Millage

3/12/18 6:00pm 1:40
The Muskegon 
County Department 
of Veterans Affairs 
is close to 25 years 
old. The department 
is supported by a 
millage that will 
need to be renewed 
by voters if the 
department is to 
stay open. WZZM 
13 Lakeshore 
reporter, Jon Mills 
explains why voters 
may not see a 
millage renewal 
request this year.

Wolverine 
Water Lawsuit

3/23/18 5:00pm 1:39
For months, we've 
been reporting on 
contaminated wells 
in northern Kent 
County, linked to 
waste from 
Wolverine 
Worldwide. P-FAS 
chemicals used to 
waterproof shoes 
have been found in 
ground water near 
its now-closed dump 
on House Street NE. 
Contamination has 
also been found at 
other locations in 
Kent County, 
generating scores of 
lawsuits. Attorneys 
for Wolverine and a 
Grand Rapids law 
firm representing 
more than a 
hundred clients 
appeared in court 
today. 13 on your 
side's John Hogan 
was there and joins 
us with more.

MI Bike Law 3/26/18 6:00pm 1:32
After months of 
hearings and behind 
the scenes work... a 



proposed bill on bike 
safety is one step 
closer to becoming 
a reality. Last week 
the state House 
passed a bill that 
would require 
drivers to allow 3 
feet of clearance 
while passing a 
bike. 13 On Your 
Side lakeshore 
reporter Jaleesa 
Irizarry joins us now 
with more on a 
piece of legislation 
some say is long 
overdue.

LaFiesta Chips 
Move

3/28/18 5:00pm 1:00
A Ludington-based 
tortilla chip 
manufacturer is 
"moving" it's 
operation south, to 
Muskegon County. 
It's an update to a 
Made in Michigan 
story we brought 
you last year. "La 
Fiesta Chips" plans 
to be in that new 
production facility on 
Cook Street in 
Montague sometime 
in June. 13 On Your 
Side lakeshore 
reporter, Jon Mills 
has more on the 
reason the company 
is making the move.  

Local Issue: Our viewers tell us that education is important to them. WZZM provides information 
regarding education, may it be; budget cuts, students involvement, teachers, special programs, etc. We 
provide our viewers with the information they need.

Program Date Time Duration Description



GRCM Over Break 1/3/18 6:00am 1:21
Most West Michigan 
students have been 
on holiday break for 
nearly two weeks 
now. Many of you 
parents may have 
noticed your kids 
getting a little antsy. 
Don't fret, just yet. 
Our Angela 
Cunningham is live 
from the Grand 
Rapids Children 
Museum where they 
have some ideas to 
get you over the 
holiday hump. 
Angela?

New Mental Health 
Foundation

1/17/18 6:00am .29
An organization that 
teaches local kids 
about mental health 
now has prime real 
estate in downtown 
Grand Rapids for its 
headquarters. The 
Mental Health 
Foundation of West 
Michigan is hosting 
a ribbon cutting 
ceremony at the 
corner of Division 
and Wealthy... Right 
across the street 
from the Catholic 
Diocese of Grand 
Rapids. The Mental 
Health Foundation 
reaches students 
from more than 150 
schools through its 
"Be Nice" and "Live, 
Laugh, Love" 
education programs. 
The new 
headquarters will be 
open Monday 
through Friday from 
8:30 to 4.

GRPS School 
Choice Fair

1/18/18 4:30am 2:06
The School Choice 
Expo and Winter 
Carnival is a free 
family friendly event 
offering GRPS 
students, their 
families, and 
prospective families 
the opportunity to 
learn about school 
choices while 
enjoying a fun winter 
celebration. 
Children's activities 



include bounce 
house, games and 
activities, and 
prizes. Free dinner 
is also provided. 
Grand Rapids Public 
Schools offers the 
largest selection of 
school choices in all 
of West Michigan, 
including many 
theme schools and 
Centers of 
Innovation. Theme 
schools offer the 
core curriculum 
through a unique 
lens, including 
environmental 
science, arts and 
music, global 
studies, leadership, 
Montessori, 
International 
Baccalaureate, and 
more. In many 
theme schools, 
students have the 
opportunity for place 
based education 
and exciting 
extracurricular 
programming to 
enhance their 
learning……..

MSU Decision 1/19/18 5:00pm 1:35
Nick and Juliet after 
meeting behind 
closed doors for 4 
and a half hours, the 
Michigan State 
University Board of 
Trustees spoke to 
the media for just 
one minute.
The bottom line, 
they believe 
President Simon is 
the right leader for 
this University. 

Kentwood Teacher 1/23/18 6:00pm 2:00
Powerful testimony 
today in Grand 
Rapids, as a woman 
confronts her Ex-
husband, convicted 
of slashing her 
throat and leaving 
for her to die. 32 
year old James 
Chelekis appeared 
in court today for his 
sentencing. He pled 
no contest to attack 



his wife last June in 
Wyoming. He was 
convicted of 
sexually assaulting 
a student for several 
months. WZZM 13's 
John Hogan was in 
court for today's 
sentencing and is in 
the Information 
Center now with 
more.

Flu in Schools 2/1/18 6:00pm 1:23
School is closed the 
rest of the week for 
Kalamazoo public 
students, one of the 
largest districts in 
Michigan because of 
the flu. The district's 
25 school buildings 
will be cleaned and 
disinfected over the 
next few days. 
Meanwhile, many 
students and faculty 
members are home 
nursing fevers. 
WZZM 13s Emma 
Nicolas met with 
Kalamazoo's health 
department to 
discuss the severity 
of the flu, and how 
to prevent it from 
spending.

Forest Hills 
Blackface

2/5/18 5:00pm 1:50
There is anger and 
frustration in the 
Forest Hills Public 
Schools today after 
what some are 
calling a racist act 
by a student. This all 
started on social 
media with posts of 
a senior at Forest 
Hills Northern high 
school, with dark 
makeup on his face. 
The pictures spread 
quickly, and upset a 
lot of people. Now, 
the district is 
responding. 13's 
Noah Fromson 
spoke to the 
school's 
superintendent. 
Noah what did he 
say?

Homeless & 2/6/28 6:00pm 4:46
We showed you 
yesterday how deep 
the child 



Schools homelessness 
problem is in West 
Michigan, there are 
close to 40-
thousand children, 
recognized by 
schools, who don't 
have an adequate 
place to sleep at 
night. It's not just in 
poor communities, 
it's in every 
community. So, are 
we doing enough to 
prevent people from 
falling into this 
situation? WZZM 
13's David Bailey 
joins us now to 
explain why the 
answer to that 
question is NO.

Teacher on Leave 12/13/18 6:00pm 1:30
We have learned a 
second West 
Michigan school 
staff member is on 
leave, after being 
accused of sexual 
assault. He currently 
works for Fremont 
schools. This comes 
hours, after a former 
Fremont teacher, 
who now teaches in 
Jenison, was also 
placed on leave for 
alleged sexual 
abuse. At five, we 
incorrectly reported 
that both worked for 
Jenison. WZZM 13's 
Noah Fromson is 
live in Fremont with 
the latest.   

CA Frost Scare 2/15/18 5:00pm 1:36
There were some 
scary moments for 
students at a Grand 
Rapids school 
today. Their building 
was evacuated, 
when someone 
spotted what was 
thought to be a 
suspicious device. It 
happened late this 
morning at C-A 
Frost Middle-High 
school on the city's 
west side. W-Z-Z-M 
13's David Bailey 
was live at the 
scene earlier 



today... and explains 
why this scare 
turned out to be a 
misunderstanding.

Rockford School 
Security

2/15/18 6:00pm 1:55
Here in West 
Michigan, school 
districts are looking 
into their own 
security measures, 
in an effort to 
prevent a school 
shooting from 
happening here. 
Rockford Public 
Schools, 
Superintendent sent 
a letter to parents 
last night detailing 
the security already 
in place. WZZM 13's 
Nina DeSarro joins 
us now with more on 
Rockford's 
response.

Whitehall Disabled 
Student Dispute

2/20/18 5:00pm 1:27
The parents of a 
disabled student in 
Whitehall are taking 
a dispute with their 
daughter's school 
district to federal 
court. And the 
Whitehall School 
district has 
responded with its 
own federal lawsuit 
against the girl's 
parents. In 
November a state 
judged ruled 10-
year-old Anna (on-
uh) Bernhardt could 
stay at Whitehall's 
{ee-lee} Ealy 
Elementary. Anna 
has a rare terminal 
illness. A state judge 
prevented the 
district from placing 
Anna at a Muskegon 
school that serves 
special needs 
students. WZZM 
Lakeshore reporter 
Jon Mills has more 
on the requests both 
sides are making in 
federal court.

School Threat 
Charges

2/23/18 5:00pm 1:45
Following last 
week's Florida 
school shooting, 
Kent County leaders 
say they're seeing a 



spike in threats of 
terrorism directed at 
local schools and 
other institutions. 
Today, prosecutors, 
along with Grand 
Rapids Police and 
Kent County 
Sheriff's deputies 
are reminding the 
public that these 
types of threats are 
felonies. WZZM 13's 
Nina DeSarro has 
more on what 
authorities want 
neighbors in Kent 
county to know. 
Nina?

Police Chief on 
School Threats

3/1/18 6:00pm 2:00
Around West 
Michigan - and the 
entire country - 
students are being 
encouraged to go to 
authorities when 
they read or hear 
about threats of 
violence at schools. 
That's exactly what 
happened in 
Hesperia. Tonight 
WZZM Lakeshore 
reporter, Jon Mills 
has more on what 
was said and how 
the students who 
heard it, reacted.

CMU Shooting 3/2/18 5:00pm 1:50
This shooting 
happened as 
students were 
preparing to leave 
campus for spring 
break. Parents who 
came to the 
university to pick up 
their children were 
directed to a hotel 
next to the campus. 
WZZM 13’s Jaleesa 
Irizarry is live at the 
hotel with her 
conversation with 
the parents of the 
suspected gunman’s 
roommate and they 
have a very 
emotional take on 
what happened. 
Right, Jaleesa?

Allegan County 3/12/18 5:00pm 1:33
While federal and 
state officials debate 
their plans, some 



School Safely communities are 
taking it upon 
themselves to add 
security to schools. 
WZZM 13's Jaleesa 
Irizarry spoke with 
Allegan County 
school leaders on 
the efforts they're 
making.

Schools Walkout: 
Verify

3/13/18 5:00pm 1:18
Tomorrow marks 
one month since a 
teenage gunman 
took the lives of 17 
people at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas 
High School in 
Parkland Florida. 
Today, Florida 
prosecutors 
announced they 
plan to seek the 
death penalty 
against the accused 
gunman, 19-year-
old Nikolas Cruz. 
Since the shooting, 
guns and school 
safety have come to 
the forefront of 
national debate. 
Tomorrow, to 
remember the 17 
teenagers and 
adults killed in the 
Florida attack, 
students at schools 
all over the nation -- 
including West 
Michigan -- plan to 
walk out of class for 
17 minutes. One 
minute for each life 
lost. With so many 
people involved it 
got us thinking, how 
are West Michigan 
schools handling 
this? WZZM 13's 
Noah Fromson is 
here to verify if all 
the local schools on 
the official website 
are actually walking 
out.  

Catholic Central 
Sex Assault

3/17/18 6:30pm 2:00
A local mother is not 
happy with the way 
a Grand Rapids 
school handled 
sexual assault 
allegations. Thanks 
for spending part of 



your Saturday with 
us, I'm Amir Abbas. 
The Grand Rapids 
mother says a 
Catholic Central 
student is now 
under investigation 
for sexually 
assaulting her 
daughter. The 
mother says it 
happened in a 
school bathroom 
this past week. 
WZZM 13's Noah 
Fromson is here 
with more, Noah?

Muskegon Heights 
Playground

3/26/18 6:00pm 1:50
Six years ago, the 
financially-troubled 
Muskegon Heights 
public schools had 
to sell off buildings, 
busses, and 
playground 
equipment. Now, the 
new Muskegon 
Heights district 
continues trying to 
replace the 
belongings that 
were sold. 13 On 
Your Side 
Lakeshore reporter 
Jon Mills has more 
on what the school 
hopes to purchase 
next.


