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Description of KHSL TV News Coverage Providing the most Significant Treatment of 
Community Issues 

 
First Quarter 2018 

 
KHSL airs news programming during the following times: 5:00 a.m. to 7 a.m. on Action News 
Now Mornings Monday through Friday (Simulcast); Action News Now at 5 p.m., 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday; 11 p.m. to 11:35 p.m. on Action News Now at 11 Monday through Friday 
(Simulcast); and Saturday at 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and at 11:p.m. to 11:30 p.m. (Simulcast); and 
Sunday at 5 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 
 
All of the above programs are locally produced news programs presenting a mix of news, 
weather and sports and other related feature stories and segments that affect our North State 
coverage area. 
 
Following are samples of the stories and segments of significant treatment of North State 
community issues. These stories where among the top three stories on that day in our rundown.  
All of these stories were also posted on our website actionnewsnow.com and on our station 
facebook page. 
 
Crime and Public Safety 
 
Oroville Public Safety Cuts 
Air Date: Jan. 2 – 5pm, 6pm, 11pm 
Report on the city’s need to reduce funding to police and fire by 10-percent due to budget 
shortfall.  Spoke to police chief and mayor about the impacts this could have on public safety if 
the cuts are enacted, which, as it turns out, they were approved, which was updated in the 
11pm newscast. 
 
Redding Murder Arrest 
Air Date: Jan. 9, 4p 6 p/ 11 p 
Police had been searching for the suspect in a Redding murder for four days.  The man was 
arrested after investigators received numerous tips from the public.  The Redding Police 
Department had been concerned that others may become victims and so officials praised the 
public for stepping in to help them track the suspect down and arrest him. 
 
Missing sister of crash victim found murdered 
Air Date: Jan. 15, 4 p.m., 5 p.m. 11 p.m. 
One week after her sister was one of five killed in a wrong-way crash in I-5 in Yolo County, the 
body Karen Garcia, who had been missing since shortly after the fatal crash, was found in her 
missing car in a Woodland, CA parking lot.  Police said she had been murdered and they 
identified her boyfriend as the suspect. He was not located. 
 
 
Interstate 5 closed after snow caused big rig crash 
Air Date: Jan. 25, 5 am/6 am 5p/6p 
Reported on the snow conditions that led a big rig truck, carrying mail, to jack-knife on the 
freeway and force its closure over a 50 mile stretch.  This was a public safety issue for most of 
the day. 
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Oroville Dam Spillway Crisis:  One year later 
Air Date:  Feb. 12-15, 5a/6a/4p/5p/11p 
This was the one year anniversary week of one of the biggest public safety issues experienced 
in this DMA in memory.  We aired multiple, in-depth stories on the crisis, the lessons learned 
from the crisis, policies and procedures regarding public safety and emergency evacuations 
adopted, status of the reconstruction of the spillway. 
 
Elderly man attacked near Bidwell Park 
Air Date: Feb. 23 4p/ 5p/ 6p 
Detailed the attack of a 90 year old man who was out for a walk.  A homeless man, who the 
victim had never seen before, attacked him in broad daylight, hitting him with a rock. He was 
arrested.  Spoke with police about concerns over such assaults. 
 
Redding crime map 
Air Date: Feb. 23 4p/5p/6p 
The Redding police department launched a web-based map for citizens to check where the 
crime prone areas are, and what crimes are specific to which areas. 
 
Downtown Chico Drugs 
Air Date: Feb. 27 5 p/6p 
Father spoke with Action News Now about his concerns that his 15 year old son was offered 
free acid at the beautiful amphitheater near Bidwell Mansion.  Looked at the growing fear of 
families to even visit downtown because of transients and crime, and asked Chico Police what’s 
being done about it. 
 
Caltrans wrong way driver safety  
Air Date:  Mar. 7 4p/5p/6p 
After multiple fatal crashes involving drivers going the wrong direction on a freeway, the 
California Department of Transportation is rolling out measures to put reflectors on the road that 
are only visible to wrong way drivers to alert them. 
 
Redding park drug arrests 
Air Date: Mar. 16 4p/5p/6p 
Police arrest four people selling drugs at a popular children’s park. The proximity to children 
prompted giving this case a high priorty. 
 
Chico Crime Report 
Air Date: Mar. 16 4p/5p/6p  
Days after an article in USA TODAY listed Chico as having the third largest crime increase rate 
in California, the police chief presented the crime statistics which he claimed refute the 
newspaper report.  Nevertheless, the stats show increases in violent crime for the city. 
 
Medicare scam alert 
Air Date: Mar. 28  4p/5p/6p 
We looked at how new style medicare id’s are causing confusion to some seniors and scam 
artists are exploiting that.  We showed what to do to be aware of the potential for becoming a 
victim and how to avoid it. 
 
Politics 
 
Trump solar panel tariff local impact 
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Date: Jan. 23 5p, 6p  
After President Trump put into motion an order raising tariffs on imported solar panels by 30 
percent, we spoke with Chico solar business owners who were concerned about the impact it 
would have on people here and how the cost would have to be passed down to the American 
consumer. 
 
Gas Tax Repeal  
Air Date: Jan. 28 4p 5p 6p 
Republican law makers Doug LaMalfa (U.S. House), Sen. Jim Nielsen (state senate) and James 
Gallagher (state assembly) held a press conference calling for a repeal of a California gas tax 
increase. They say it’s harmful to ordinary people, while the governor says it’s essential.  The 
proposal is to get a repeal measure on the November ballot. 
 
Preston Sharp guest of Trump at State of the Union 
Air Date:  Feb. 1 5p, 6p 11p 
Preston Sharp, a Redding 12-year-old boy, was the special guest of President and Mrs. Trump 
at the State of the Union speech.  Preston has gained national attention for his efforts to place 
tens of thousands of small American flags on the graves of veterans.  We interviewed Preston 
about his remarkable experienced meeting the president and his visit to Washington. 
 
Chico city council race 
Air Date: Feb. 10 10p 11p 
First candidate to formally launch campaign for Chico City Council held an event to launch 
campaign.  We profiled this candidate and this event to look at the overall view and makeup of 
the council in this election year with three seats open. 
 
LaMalfa extra tax bill  
Air Date: Feb. 20 4p, 5p, 11p 
Report on bill proposed by North State congressman, Doug LaMalfa, to encourage wealthy 
Americans who think taxes aren’t high enough to go ahead and pay more.  The bill aims to 
facilitate this more easily.  We interviewed the congressman. 
 
 
Economy 
 
2018 Gas Prices Forecast 
Air Date:  Jan. 3 5p/6p/10p/11p 
Gas prices were rising and predicted to continue to rise substantially in the new year.  We 
looked at the specific projections and asked business owners how prices would likely affect their 
prices.  
 
Shasta Film Economy 
Air Date: Feb. 13 4p/5p/6p 
The Shasta County Film Commission reported a big boost in film production in the previous 
year.  We looked at reasons behind the trend and got reaction and insight from a local film 
maker. 
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Freezing temperatures threaten almond crop 
Air Date: Feb. 19 4p/5p/6p/10/11 
Almonds are a major cash crop for the North State and several days of freezing temperatures 
threatened this year’s harvest. We spoke to growers about the seriousness of the threat and the 
steps they are taking to prevent damage to the crop. 
 
Toys R Us liquidation sale begins 
Air Date:  Mar. 23 4p 5p, 6 p  
With Toys R Us closing all of its stores, nationwide, we looked at the impact the loss will have 
on North State customers who now have substantially fewer options when it comes to brick and 
mortar toy stores. 
 
Redding Project Hometown 
Air Date: Mar. 28 4p/5p/6p 
The Shasta Economic Development Corporation created Project Hometown to offer local 
businesses a way to compete with online shopping.  Many of the stores don't even have 
websites that are mobile phone compatible. This new project specifically aims to help local 
businesses boost their online presence.  We profiled the project and got reaction from business 
owners. 
 
Environment 
 
Is California heading for another drought? 
Air Date:  Feb. 9 4 p 5p 6p 
After the drought-busting winter season one year earlier, this new year turned dry, causing 
concerns that the state is heading right back into drought conditions.  We looked at the rain 
totals and snowpack and what kind of storm activity it would take to turn things around while 
there’s still time. 
 
Skyway roadside trash building up 
Mar. 20 4p 5p 6p 11p 
The Skyway is the main highway between the communities of Chico and Paradise.  There is a 
noticeable increase in trash along the roadside.  Public works officials blame part of the problem 
on unsecured loads falling off vehicles.  We spoke with one Paradise resident pushing to see 
that the problem is addressed, but there are no immediate solutions. 
 
Bangor fire arsenic concerns 
Mar. 28, 5p/6p 
Six months after a devastating wildfire burned through the Bangor area of Butte County, an 
environmental safety concern remains regarding arsenic in the soil.  This is caused by various 
objects and household items burned in the fire.  We looked at the testing being offered to 
homeowners affecting and where the threat of arsenic now stands. 
 
Early start to fire season 
Mar. 28 4p/5p/6p 
A fire, started by an out of control debris burn, was contained at 11 acres.  This is early in the 
year, which fire officials say serves as a reminder that fire danger exists year-round.  We looked 
at some important reminders for preventing fires. 
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Health 
 
Shasta County Flu Outbreak 
Air Date: Jan. 3 – 5, 6 and 11pm 
Spotlighted growing concern by health officials over the early onset of flu cases, along with 
concerns over the severity of the cases and the larger than average number of flu cases.  
Interviewed the director of infectious diseases at local hospital on the concerns of the health 
community and preventive measures people should be taking. 
 
Contracting botulism from black tar heroin 
Feb. 14 4p 5p 11p 
The Butte County Health Department warned residents of health dangers from using black tar 
heroin after one person showed signs of the illness. 
 
Colorectal Cancer Screening 
Mar. 9 4p 5p 6p 
March was Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. Shasta County launched a program stressing 
the importance of early detection. And a local health organization, Shasta Community Health 
handed out early detection kits to patients who request them. 
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Addendum: 
 
The following is a list of non-profit organizations that have been interviewed live on our Noon 
Newscast on KHSL about their mission or upcoming events: 
 
Orland Pride; Snow Goose Festival; Nord Country School; Wings of Eagles; League of Women 
Voters Butte County; Adventist Health; Boy scout Troop 412; Stonewall Alliance; Inspire School 
of the Arts and Sciences; The American Association of University Women; The Museum of 
Northern California; Orland Women's Improvement Club; Hispanic Association for the 
Community and Education; Torres shelter; Oroville Exchange Club; Ninth Annual Oroville 
Hunger Walk; Friends Benefitting the Ridge; The Eagle's Club; Chico Sons of Italy; Paradise 
Chocolate Festival; Gateway Science Museum; Casa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


