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ISSUES AND PROGRAMS, FOURTH QUARTER 2018

ISSUE Public Interest 
10 10 2018 at 1600   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas. During the first hour, Al talks with David Pinault.  
Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world.  Why is that?  What are the differences between Islam and 
Christianity?  Why does this matter?  These questions are important for Modern Christians to understand.  Al and 
David discuss all this.

at 1700  In this second hour, Al talks with David Evans, director of the new film Indivisible which showcases the 
lives of our military chaplins and the incredible sacrifices the make for us.  We see how one chaplains faith and 
family are shaken even as he fights for the faith and families of others.  There will be a Southeast Michigan or 
northern Ohio there is a free screening on Tuesday at Rave Cinema. In the second half of this hour, Al talks with 
Josh Miller about cultivating the unique calling of every person.  What if we were able to gain profound insight into 
the unique design, creative drive, and potential destiny of the people in our lives?  We are all called to holiness, 
but we are called to implement it in different ways.  How can cultivating our own vocation and call to holiness help 
us with the mess we are in?  Josh & Al discuss all this.

10 10 2018 at 1600   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas.  Jerry Usher was in for Al Kresta today.  In the first 
hour he interviewed Leila Miller. A generation ago, Christian parents didn’t have to worry about how to explain 
transgenderism to their 9 year old, or help their teenager deal with mockery at school for believing in traditional 
marriage. But today, as our cultures moral center continues to fly apart and with every form of deviance publicly 
aired and celebrated, we have no choice but to equip our kids to understand and to own the truth about such 
issues.  It’s not easy, though. These are sensitive questions and with the wrong approach we can harm our kids 
innocence even as we try to preserve it.  This is the topic Leila and Jerry talk about. In the next segment, former 
fire chief Kelvin Cochran has reached a 1.2 million settlement with the city of Atlanta. Cochran made national 
headlines in 2013 when he was fired for authoring a book that presented a Christian view of marriage and 
sexuality.  Jerry talks with his lawyer, Kevin Theirot.  In the last segment of this first hour, Jerry interviews Jennifer 
Roback Morse. Faithful Catholics are understandable distressed over the scandalous revelations about our church.  
Sexual abuse of minors, sexual harassment of seminarians, cover-ups by bishops are all part of the mix, not to 
mention financial malfeasance for good measure.  Jennifer explains what people can do about this.

In the second hour, Jerry interviews Monica Miller about the film Gosnell.  Despite receiving virtually no attention 
from the mainstream press, the film Gosnell managed to crack the top 10 at the box office this weekend and has 
received positive reviews from audiences.  Monica and Jerry talk about if the film does the story justice and who 
should see the film. In the second segment, Jerry talks with Carl Olson to look at the prophetic witness of St. John 
Paul IIs papacy as we celebrate the 40 anniversary of St. John Paul IIs election to the papacy.  In the last segment of 
this second hour, Jerry talks about the Catholic Church in Venezuela with Jonathan Liedl.  The priests of the 
Diocese of Ciudad Guayana, located on Venezuela’s eastern frontier, face a severe clergy shortage.  The 40 or so 
priests minister to nearly one million Catholics amid the countrys worsening economic crisis, doing their best to 
respond to the corporal and spiritual challenges bred by widespread poverty and violence.

11 05 2018 at 1600   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas.  Last week Al talked with Brant Pitre about an 
outstanding new book that looks at the 46 books of the Old Testament, examining their history, laws, stories, 
prophecies and how they are fulfilled by the New Testament.  Al continues the conversation today with coauthor 
John Bergsma.
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In the second hour, Al visits with Brad Hahn about the options Catholics have with alternative health insurance.  
Beginning Dec. 15, there is open enrollment in most health insurance plans.  It is a chance for consumers to look at 
new health plans or renew coverage through the Affordable Care Act’s marketplaces.  In the second half of this 
hour, Martin Doorhy joins Al to talk about the obsession with the Catholic Clergy Sex Abuse crisis since the 
Pennsylvania Grand Jury report released this summer.  This report dated back more than 70 years.  Nevertheless, it 
was presented as evidence of an ongoing epidemic of child abuse in the Church.  Martin and Al talk about if there 
is truly a reason for this obsession.

12 03 2018 at 1600   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas.  In the first hour, al takes a look at the legacy of 
George H. W. Bush how has died at age 94.  Paul Kengor joins Al to talk about Bush’s faith life, his approach to 
politics, his role in the fight against Communism and other matters.

In the second hour, Dr. Mary Healy joins Al to talk about the post-fall assembly and how the laity feels.  The lack of 
concrete action at the USCCB Fall Assembly left many Catholics feeling even more frustrated, betrayed and angry 
than they were at the end of the summer.  But, as we’ve seen since this whole mess started, the laity aren’t going 
anywhere.  Dr. Healy and Al talk about the latest developments and where the Church goes from here.  Dr. Healy 
will be addressing these questions Thursday at Christ the King Church in Ann Arbor.

A judge releases Chaldean Christians detained by ICE.  More than 100 Iraqi Christians detained last year and slated 
for deportation will instead spend Christmas at home with their families in Detroit.  A federal district court ruled 
that the government has a month to release the detainees, most of whom are Chaldean Christians who were taken 
into custody in June 2017 on criminal charges dating back decades.  They faced persecution and death if they were 
sent back to Iraq.  Martin Manna joins Al with the details.

Lastly, Tom Wehner joins Al to talk about a report that details the ongoing homosexual network in several 
dioceses.  A 1012 investigation at Holy Apostles Seminary in Connecticut found evidence of a homosexual network 
that extended into several dioceses, and despite its findings some of those involved wer subsequently ordained to 
the priesthood.  

12 13 2018 at 1600   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas. In the first hour Al talks with Jim Cavnar about giving 
a gift that will have a lasting impact. The Cross Catholic Christmas Catalog is a way to select much-needed items to 
be sent to the poorest of the poor.  In the second segment, Al visits with Fr. Dwight Longenecker about the story of 
the Magi.  The three kings rode camels from the east, following the star, to bring gifts to the Christ child.  
Matthew’s Gospel never gives their number, never says how they got there, never mentions their names and 
doesn’t even refer to the star.  Thus, some modern Biblical scholars have dismissed them as a myth. Fr. 
Longenecker and Al discuss this.

In the second hour Steve Ray joins Al to talk about the pope’s role as leader of the Church, and why it 
matters.  
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